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TO HIS GRACE THE MOST KEVBREND 

EDMOND FRANCIS PRENDERGAST 

FOURTH SUCCESSOR IN THE 
PASTORAL OFnCE AND WORK OF THE VENERATED BISHOP KENRICK 

IN THE DIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 

IN TOKEN AND REMEMBRANCE 
OF GREAT KINDNESS SHOWN TO THE TRANSLATOR 
AND IN ACKNOWLSDGMENr OF THE 
PRUDENT COUNSEL AND CALM JUDGMENT 
WHICH DIRECTED THE PUBLICATION AND 
MADE POSSIBLE THIS CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE SOURCES OF LOCAL CATHOUC HISTORY 

THIS WORK OF THE TRANSLATOR AND EDnX>R 
IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED 
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1830, July 7th, arrived in Philadelphia. 

Wilmington, St. Peter's, Aug. 8th. 

Sisters of Charity, Rev. Patrick Kenny. Rev. George A. Carrell. 
Church formerly begun at New Castle. 

Pleasant Mills, N. J., Aug. 15th. The only places attended from 
Philadelphia, Pleasant Mills and Trenton. 
Rev. William O'Donnell, O.S.A. 

FIRST VISITATION. 1830 

Reading. Rev. Boniface Corvin, S.J. Rev. Edward McCarthy, S.J. 

Pottsville. Rev. John Fitzpatrick. Rev. Edward McCarthy, S.J. 

Littlestown. St. Aloysius'. 

Conewago. Rev. Matthew Lekeu, S.J. Paul Kohlmann, S.J. 
Michael Dougherty, S. J. 

Pigeon HilL Rev. William Beschter, S.J. 

Ordinations at Conewago, September 23, 24, 25 and 26. 

McSherrystown. Foundation for support of a school. 

The Mountain Church. 

Chambersbiirg. Taken ill at Chambersburg. 

Waynesburg and Path Valley attended from Chambersburg. 

Bedford. Title to church property at Bedford. 

Harman's Bottom attended from Bedford. The Riddlemoser 
" Foundation." Newry also a mission attended from Bedford. 

Youngstown. O'Neill's Victory. Rev. Theodore Browers' " foun- 
dation " in the hands of trustees. 

Greensbiirg. Pittsburg, St. Paul's. Purpose to appoint Father 
RaflFerty rector here. The Poor Qares in Pittsburg. 

Blairsville, church blessed. 

Cameron 8 Bottom. Land for the support of a priest. 

Ebensburg. Loretto. Father Gallitzin. 

Newry. Old church here. 

5 



SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 



Huntingdon. Bellefonte. Sinking Valley. Williamsburg. Peters- 
burg. Fort Littleton. Waynesburg. Lewistown. Clearfield. 
Harrisburg. St. Patrick's. Sisters of Charity have school here. 

Lebanon, attended from Harrisburg. 

Lancaster. Congregation losing numbers. 

SUizabethtown* Columbia attended from Lancaster. 

Return to Philadelphia, Nov. 8, 1830. 

Confirmation in St. Mary's and Holy Trinity. 

Jubilee services in the four churches of the city. 

Trustees at St. Mary's. 

Explains position to the congregation at St. Mary's. 

First Lenten Pastoral issued Jan. 10, 1831. 

Ordination of Rev. Thomas Gegan, Mch. 6, 1831. 

St. John's, Manyunk, blessed, April 4, 1831. 

Jerome Keating. 

Trustee election, April 5, 1831. 

New Castle, Del. St. Peter's blessed, April 10, 1831. 

Trustees' troubles persistent, at St. Mary's. 

St. Mary's closed April 18, 183 1. 

Explains reasons for interdict, April 22, 1831. 

St. John's (Evangelist), corner-stone laid, May 6, 1831. 

Trustees yield. St. Mary's reopened. May 24, 1831. 

St. Michael's cemetery blessed June 12, 1831. 

Keating, John and Jerome. The French Asylum in Bradford, Co. 

Citizen of the U. S. June 29, 1831. 

Wilmington. Coffee Run. Father Patrick Kenny. 

Trustee annoyances. 

" My wealth is trust in God's providence." 

West Chester. " Foundation " here. 
Trustees. 



SECOND VISITATION. 1831 

Newry by way of Lancaster, Harrisburg, Hollidaysburg, August 
2d to August 6th. 

Parish Limits fixed, and missions to be attended, from Newry 
and Bedford. Rev. John O'Reilly and Rev. Thomas Heyden. 

glftlrlng Valley. McMullen. 

Derry Township Church estates. Father Browers' purchase. 
Sportsman's HalL O'Neill's Victory. Pittsburg. Fr. Chat. B. 
Maguire — Waynesburg, Green Co., Church property there in name 
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of Archbishop John Carroll— church unfinished — ^to be attended 
from Brownsville. 

Confirmation in the Convent of the Poor Clares, Pittsburg. 

Butler. St. Peter's. Land for church and cemetery. 

Buffalo Creek. Land for the support of a priest. 

Freeport. Church property in name of Father O'Neill. 

Lawrenceburg. Slippery Rock. 

Pittsburg. Arrangement for the proper control of church prop- 
erty. The nuns of St. Clare. 

Brownsville by steamboat. Church here built by Father Rafferty. 

Gettjrsburg. Church blessed. Ordinations in Gettysburg. 
Visits Baltimore. Returns to Philadelphia. 
Stephen Girard's funeral Dec. 30, 1831. 

THIRD VISITATION. 1833 

Lebanon. St. Mary's attended from Goshenhoppen and Harris- 
1)urg. Father Patrick Leavy assigned to the charge of Huntingdon 
and Bellefonte. Preaches in St. Patrick's, Harrisburg, Governor 
Wolf and many members of State Assembly in audience. Permit 
to build a church at Middletown. Elizabethtown to be attended 
from Harrisburg. Church here (St. Peter's) built in 1799. 

Trenton, N. J. Title to church property here. 
Rev. Wm. Whelan here from Bardstown. 
St. John the Evangelist's blessed, April 8, 1833. 
Father Geo. A. Carrell at Wilmington. 
First Diocesan Synod, May 13-15, 1832. 

THIRD VISITATION CONTINUED. 

Pottsville, Church estate in Pottsville. From Pottsville to 
Susquehanna County. Mr. Edward White at Derwent Lake. Re- 
quest for a priest sent to Bishop of Limerick. Church in Friends- 
ville. Father Jeremiah Francis O'Flynn, pioneer priest of Susque- 
hanna County. Church property at Silver Lake— Montrose^ 
Vnikesbarrc — Rev. Wm. J. Clancy in charge of Silver Lake and 
Carbondale. Berwick^Danville— Milton^Rev. J. J. Curtin. Church 
property at Milton held by Jesuits. Land for support of a priest. 
Cemetery in Northumbria. Unfinished church at Selinsgrove- 
Goshenhoppen. Missions attended from Goshenhoppen. Rodrigue 
property purchased. A church property at Mantua. Patrick 
Bradley, first seminary student — Wilmington, The orphans and 
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schooL Cholera — ^The services of Sisters of Charity, asked, given, 
acknowledged. 

THIRD VISITATION, CONTINUED. 1832 

Elizabethtown attended from Harrisburg. Clearfield — Church 
dedicated — Ground given by Mr. Boone — Alsatians in Clear- 
field County — Grant to build a church at Grampion Hills. Belle- 
f onte — Huntingdon — Williamsburg — Newry — Ebensburg — 
Hart's Sleeping Place-^St. Joseph's church and cemetery. Loretto» 
St. Michael's — ^Title to church estate insecure — Father Gallitzin 
believes title good by '' prescription " — Cameron's Bottonif— Church 
land here held by Wilcox heirs at ''Old Chester." Poor Clares' 
Convent, Pittsburg — Harman's Bottom — Ground given and church 
built by Riddlemoser. Waynesburg, Franklin County — Chambers- 
burg— Path Valley — Church built thirty years. Ordinations, Minor 
Orders and Subdeaconship in St. Francis Xavier's, Gettysburg. 
Returns to Philadelphia. 

1833 

St. Mary's School in charge of Sisters of Charity. 
St. Michael's Corner Stone laid April 8, 1833. 
Sisters of Charity give up charge of Poor House. 

FOURTH VISITATION. 1833 

En route to Newry with Fr. Michael Hurley, O.S.A. Father 
Thomas Gegan dead, buried at Ebensburg. Death of Fr. Charles 
B. Maguire, O.S.F. Church to be built thirteen miles from Pitts- 
burg. Cemetery near Pittsburg blessed. Brownsville. Father 
Stillinger to visit St. Peter's, Brownsville, four times a year: Father 
Hoerner from Wheeling to attend to the sick. New church at 
Newry. Returns to Philadelphia. 

CONTINUATION OF FOURTH VISITATION. 1833 

Haycock, August 25 — Title to the church property — Rev. Henry 
Herzog in charge at Haycock. Easton, Mass in home of Michael 
Kavanaugh. 

Trustees [at St Mary's]. 
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FIFTH VISITATION. 1834 

Conewago — Paradise — Pigeon Hill — Pittsburg, St Paul's 
dedicated. Rev. John O'Reilly appointed Rector. Trustees. Free- 
port — Buffalo Creek— Butler. Rev. Thomas Heyden at Chambers- 
burg — Rev. Terence McGirr at Hart's Sleeping Place and Cameron's 
Bottom. Murrinsvill. Meadville, no Catholics known here, no 
means of conveyance — Cussewago Creek. Christ's church built 
of round logs. Elk Creek — ^Erie. Preaches in the Court House. 
Back to Meadville by stage. No place fit to celebrate Mass in 
Meadville. French families six miles east from Meadville. In- 
vited to preach by non-Catholics. 

Franklin to Shippensville by stage, then a seven mile walk through 
the forest — Red Bank, Mass in private house — Permit to build 
church at Red Bank and Shippensville. Brookeville, two Catholic 
families here. Clearfield, new church here. New churches build- 
ing at Grampion Hills and in the French Colony. French families, 
twenty-three. Philipsburg, Rodrigue and one or two women only 
Catholics here. Bellefonte, Rev. Patrick Leavy in charge. Jersey 
Shore, Lycoming county: one woman and infant just baptized only 
Catholics here. Milton. By way of Northumberland, Danville, 
Berwick, Wilkesbarre, to Carbondale. Eighteen infants baptized. 
Rev. Arthur Wainwright comes to the diocese. Through Montrose 
to home of Mr. Edward White near Derwent Lake. Friendsville 
church and cemetery blessed. Church at Silver Lake still unfin- 
ished. Unable to reach the remnant of the French Colony at 
Asylum, Bradford Co. Carbondale — Clarkstown or Canaan's 
Comer»— Irish Settlement, six miles from Mount Pleasant. Mass 
in the humble homes of McAvoy and Murray. Forty communions, 
confirmations ten. Carbondale— Easton, Mass in a hired hall. St. 
Jerome's church, Tamaqua blessed. Father Wainwright rector. 

Rev. Peter Richard Kenrick rector of St. Mary's. The Trustees 
at St. Mary's — September 28 St. Michael's blessed, Rev. Terence 
Donahoe rector. School at Laurel Hill by Rev. Jeremiah Keilly. 

1835 

Trustees elected at St. Mary's, April 7. Cemetery of St. Mary's 
outside the city blessed, June 21. 

SIXTH VISITATION. 1835 

Lancaster by stage. Elizabethtown attended by Father Curran 
from Harrisburg. Confirmation at Harrisburg — Carlisle-^Cham- 
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benburg, The Rev. Thomas Heyden in charge. Bedford — Father 
Heyden's aged parents living here. St. Patrick's, Newry. Ebena- 
burg, Rev. Peter Lemke here — Hart's Sleeping Place. Johnstown. 
Centre and Clearfield counties also under care of Father Lemke — 
Loretto — Father Gallitzin. St. John Gualbert's, Johnstown blessed. 
Blairsville— -St. Vincent's blessed. Rev. Theodore Browers' foun- 
dation — No trustee troubles here, due to Father Stillinger's pru- 
dence. The will of Father Browers, and Charter to control the 
property. Priests present, Fathers Stillinger, Lemke, Rafferty, 
Masquelet, Mohan — Rev. George A. Carrell on way West to enter 
the Society of Jesus — Ugly rumor, " newspaper talk," about Poor 
Clares at Pittsburg to be corrected. 

Rev. Stephen L. Dubuisson, S.J., going to Rome. A plan to 
give St. Joseph's in Philadelphia into the care of the Jesuits in 1837. 
St. Vincent's to Uniontown. Mass and confirmation in home of 
Christian Keffer. Preaches in the Court House. 

Letter from Brownsville to Rome in reference to the division 
of the Diocese — Reasons for dividing — Names for new Sees. 

Brownsville— Williamsport, now Monongahela City. Refused a 
place to preach — Pittsburg. Rev. Stephen Theodore Badin, first 
priest ordained in U. S. celebrates at Vespers — West Alexandria — 
church here built by Father Rafferty — attended from Wheeling 
occasionally. Washington — Mass in the house of a Lutheran lady. 
Rev. Joseph Stahlsmith sent to Philadelphia — St. Patrick's, Pitts- 
burg. 

Office of coadjutor resigned. 

Mass in home of Martin Byrne twelve miles from Pittsburg — 
Ground given for church by Ambrose Schaeffer — Bridgewater-^ 
Eight infants baptized — Preaches in Beaver Court House. Butler 
— Preaches in the Court House — Purchase of ground for church 
authorized. Mercer — Catholics four miles from Mercer — French 
settlement near Meadville. Mass in home of Patrick McCloskey 
out from Mercer — Many children baptized — No place to be had 
to preach in Mercer. The sheriff finds a way to refuse the use of 
the Court House. By stage over night from Mercer to Meadville: 
Reaches French settlement eleven o'clock A. M., celebrates Mass, 
confirms — Forty French families here. Purpose to build church. 
Mass in home of Philip Maguire near Harmonsville— Cussewago 
Creek church blessed — Title to property secured. Mass in home 
of Augustine Roesch near Elk Creek. Thirty German families here. 
Mass in home of Mr. Warren near Srie. Preaches in the Erie 
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Court House. Carola Warren baptized. Mass in home of James 
Magee, near Centreville. Eight infants baptized. Church (St. 
Stephen's) blessed near Titusville. Twelve infants baptized. Church 
property to be secured — Mass in the home of Michael McGarrell, 
Pitt-Hole-Creek. Three infants baptized — Catholic families, Archi- 
bald, Fraley, Maguire in Warren County; also Germans — Mass 
in home of John Henry, Musk-Rat-Bottom, Corn Planter Town- 
ship. Mass in the home of James Eiserman — Mass in the home 
of Mary Wolley. Purpose to build church here. Mass in the 
home of John Moore — Red Bank settlement. Church blessed 
(St. Nicholas of Tolentine). About twenty-five families, nearly 
all Germans — Brookville — Preaches in Court House — Clearfield. 
Church still unfinished. French colony, about twenty miles from 
Clearfield, 38 families — Mr. John Keating here with the Bishop. 
Clearfield second time — Lewistown— Lebanon. Return to Phila- 
delphia, Sept. 30, 1835. 

Gothenhoppen, Church of the Blessed Sacrament dedicated, Oct. 
II, 1835. New Castle, Del., St. Peter's. Wilmington, Del., St. 
Peter's — Trip through state of Delaware; strange dearth of Catho- 
lics in this state. 

Z836 

St. John's, Manajrunk. Rev. C. J. Carter rector — Bishop Brute 
here from Europe with recruits for the service. Norristown — 
cornerstone of St. Patrick's, August 18, 1836. 

SEVENTH VISITATION. 1836 

To Bristol by steamboat: to Morrisville by "steam-car", then 
to Easton by stage — St. Bernard's blessed. Rev. Henry Herzog 
in charge of Easton and Haycock — 

Case of Herzog in civil court in Bucks County. 

Easton to Clark's Comers, 70 miles by stage — Catholic Colony 
near Mount Pleasant, Wayne Co. — Mass in home of William Mc- 
Avoy — To Binghamton, N. Y. by stage — Mass, Communion, Con- 
firmation in Binghamton — Church building begun in Binghamton 
by influence of Mr. Edward White. Silver L4ike — church (St. 
Augustine's) blessed. Friendsville— -Carbondale by way of Mon- 
trose — Church (St. Rose's) at Carbondale blessed. Nearly one 
hundred Catholic families here — Wilkesbarre — Mass in the home 
of Widow Gorman — Pottsville, Rev. Arthur Wainwright rector in 
Pottsville. Milton — Rev. Henry Fitzimmons assigned to charge of 
Carbondale, and other missions in Susquehanna Co Rev. John 



12 SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 

Fitzpatrick in charge at Milton. Church property at Pottsville. 
To Loyalsock Creek (now Dushore) by way of Berwick Turnpike. 
Catholic families living here fifteen years, and never saw a priest 
in that time — Mass in the home of Darby Deegan — From Loyal- 
sock to BeUefonte under difficulties — From BeUefonte to Brook- 
ville, then "through the woods" to Red Bank — Mass in St. 
Nicholas's, Red Bank — Log church (St. Michael's) blessed in Pine 
Grove Township, seven miles from Shippensville — Church now 
building in WoUey's Settlement — By hired carriage to Freeport; 
by canal to Pittsburg. To Bedford by stage. Rev. Benedict Bayer 
— Chambersburg— Carlisle — St. Patrick's, Harrisburg, Father Foley 
in charge — St. Mary's, Lancaster. 
St. Mary's, Philadelphia; "rights" of the Trustees. 

1837 

New clergy house at St. Mary's occupied Jan. 11. Seminarians 
move into new quarters — Rev. William Whelan at St. Mary's: is 
sent to Pittsburg. 

EIGHTH VISITATION. 1837 

EUisabethtown, Rev. Pierce Maher and Michael Francis Gallagher. 
Father Maher assigned to St. Patrick's, Harrisburg, is to attend 
Blisabethtown — Harrisburg — sending money to Ireland — Cariisle 
also attended from Harrisburg — Chambersburg, Rev. Patrick Raf- 
ferty in charge here. Bedford, has no resident priest now — 
" Foundation " for the support of a priest by Mr. Harman — 
Harman's Bottom — Riddlemoser " foundation " arranged to accord 
with statute law. A jaunt through the woods; missed the stage; 
a walk of fifteen miles to Somerset — By stage to Washington — 
Williamsport (in Washington Co.) Brownsville, St. Peter's church 
— West Alexandria — Preaches in Lutheran church in Washington. 
Mass in the home of widow Guth, a Lutheran — Mass in the home 
of Lady Ihmsen — Use of Methodist church to preach. The Rev. 
Mr. Bayer at St. Patrick's, Pitteburg. 

Letter to Prefect of Propaganda referring to proposed new 
Diocese of Pittsburg. Names proposed. John O'Reilly. Thomas 
Heydcn — James A. Stillinger. 

Pittsburg. At St. Paul's, Rev. Thomas Heyden, Rev. William 
Whelan. At St. Patrick's, Rev. Benedict Bayer — Germans.— Sis- 
ters of St. Clare — Germans wish to build church in Bayardstown — 
Church blessed (SS. Peter and Paul's) near Beaver — Ground given 
by non-Catholic — By boat to Freeport; walks nine miles, then 
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horseback — Buffalo Creek, Rev. Joseph Cody in charge — Murrins- 
ville — Mass in the home of Mr. Murrin — Butler — Missions of the 
Rev. Joseph Cody and Rev. Michael Francis Gallagher — Mercer — 
Meadville. Mass and confirmation in the home of John 
Jennings, near Mercer — French Colony out from Meadville — New 
church begun by the French — Cussewago Creek — German Settle- 
ment, near Elk Creek — Mass in home of Jacob Peffer, Commun- 
ions, Confirmation. Germans preparing to build church. Girard 
preaches in Methodist meeting hall. Old Man Ward and his 
daughters. Erie — Mass on the Porch of Vonowski: sixty com- 
munions, forty confirmed. Preaches in the Court House, Erie. 
The way from EIrie to Warren — Mass in the humble hut of Joseph 
Archbold, nine miles from Warren — Preaches in Court House, 
Warren,' Father Herzog's care in Warren, Erie, Venango, Craw- 
ford counties — " Cornplanter " Indian Reserve. Titosville — Mass 
in the home of Michael McGarrell. Mass in the home of John 
Henry. St. Michael's church in Venango County — Mass in home 
of John Moore — Pius Old Man Greenwold — Chant of the Germans 
not liturgical — Red Bank — Brookville — By stage and private car- 
riage to Clearfield — Rev. Otho Borgess in Qearfield county one 
year. French Colony, in need of vestments and missal. Church 
in Clearfield still remains unfinished. Father Borgess resident in 
Bellefonte— Lewiatown. Few Catholics in MifHin County. By 
stage forty-five miles to New Berlin, thence to Northumbria. By 
canal to Milton — A resident priest for Milton — Will of Mr. Spring — 
Pottsville — Rev. Arthur Wainwright here in charge. Reading — 
Visitation finished. 

Rev. Edward Barron from Ireland, Oct. 21. Father Barron given 
charge of the Seminary — Trenton, cemetery blessed in Bloomabury 
— Rev. Peter Richard Kenrick goes to Pittsburg as rector of St. 
Paul's and Vicar General for Western Penn. Rev. Edward Barron 
made rector of St. Mary's and Vicar General. 

Z838 

Rev. John Hughes consecrated Coadjutor of Bishop Dubois of 
New York, January 7, Jan. 8. Takes up residence at St. John's. 
Henry Balfe, student sent to Urban College, Rome, May 23. 

NINTH VISITATION. 1838 

June 13 at Haycock. Rev. James Moloney in charge — Eaaton-^ 
Rev. John Dunn here from Ireland. By stage to Canaan's Comers, 
70 miles. Mount Pleasant church blessed. Carbondale — Rev. 
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Henry Fitzsimmons. Montrose— Silver Lake— New Milford. Mass 
in home of Mr. Peter Byrne. Preaches in school house — Bing- 
hamton» N. Y. — Friendsville — 150 families in these two congre* 
gations, Friendsville and Silver Lake — Thirty infants baptized at 
Towands. St. Basil's church in Cherry Township [Dushore] 
blessed — Twenty-eight families living here — " Foundation " for a 
church and support of a priest in Elkland Township; the land is 
sold for taxes — Milton, Rev. Edward McGennis here — By canal 
to Lewistown, then on to Huntingdon — By stage from Qaysport to 
Hollidaysburg and Newry — Father Loughran lives in sacristy at 
Bellefonte, and attends Lewistown, Clearfield, Carthaus Creek and 
other places. By railway and horse-back to Father Gallitzin's. 
Sketch of Gallitzin's life. HarU Sleeping Place, Rev. Peter 
Lemke here. St. Michael's, Loretto — Preaches in Court House at 
Ebensburg — Johnstown. Church at Johnstown sold by Sheriff's 
writ. To Blairsville by canal. Rev. James Ambrose Stillinger here 
nine years — Statistics for Blairsville and St. Vincent's — By canal 
to Freeport — Sugar Creek and Butler, Rev. Joseph Cody, number 
of families. St. Paul's, Pittsburg — Beaver — Butler. By stage 
through Mercer to Meadville — French Colony church blessed St. 
Hippolytus — Cussewago Creek — German Colony in Erie County. 
Mass in the home of Joseph Peffer — Erie — A combination priest's 
house and chapel — Germans building a church in Erie; ask for 
a priest — By stage from Erie to Mercer — Mass in home of Mr. 
Jennings. By stage to Pittsburg — Problems with the Germans in 
Pittsburg. The chapel in Bayardstown objectionable. By stage 
to West Alexandria — Preaches in the Court House in Washington 
— Waynesburg — Mass in a private house — Preaches in the Court 
House. Church in Waynesburg begun by Father Rafferty, still 
unfinished. Brownsville — Rev. Michael Gallagher resident here. 
By stage from Brownsville to Hagerstown, Md. Chambersburg — 
''The Mountain Church" — Gettysburg — Conewago — York, Father 
Rafferty here since April — Columbia — Lancaster — Goshenhoppon — 
Father Bally here — Reading — Returns to Philadelphia, Sept. 17* 
Pastoral Appeal for the Seminary, Sept. 23. 

January 22 new seminary building occupied. Consecration of 
St. Joseph's February 11 — Permit to build St. Francis Xavicr's — 
Location for St. Francis' on Fairmount Road chosen by Rev. 
Michael O'Connor of the seminary — Rev. Arthur Wainwright dies 
at Pottsville, May 2. St. Patrick's, Norristown blessed, June 2. 
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St. Francis Xavier's in district of Spring Garden, cornerstone laid, 
June la 

TENTH VISITATION. 1839 

June 12, to Lancaster, Rev. Wm. Loughran and Bernard Keenan, 
companions — Blixabethtown — Harxisburg — Carlisle — Cham- 
bersburg. Trustee troubles here — Note on Railway, and other 
means of travel through the state — By stage from Chambenburg 
to Youngstown — St. Vincent's — Rev. James A. Stillinger — Pittsburg 
— Rev. Joseph Prost — Redemptorists have care of the Germans in 
Pittsburg. The Poor Clares — Trustees and the control of tem- 
poralities in Pittsburg — Sisters of Charity in charge of Orphan 
Asylum — Meadville— French Colony— Meadville to Erie by stage — 
Preaches in Erie Court House — Germans have erected a building 
for church use — Title to the property — Germans sincere, but erratic. 
— ^Elk Creek German Colony — Mass in the home of Jacob Pfeffer; 
church is not finished; gives them money to encourage — By way 
of Waterford to Warren — Preaches in Warren Court House — No 
place to celebrate Mass in Warren — Pathetic condition of Catholics. 
Mass in the home of Joseph Archbold — Mass and confirmation 
in home of Hugo McGarrell — St. Stephen's, near Oil Creek — 
Franklin: Preaches in the Court House — Mass and confirmation 
Mr. White — Few Catholic families here — By stage to Butler — 
Hears confessions, 200 communions, 30 confirmed. Through the 
woods on horse-back to Sugar Creek — Need of a new church here — 
Freeport — From Freeport to Pittsburg on canal freight barge. 
St. Philip the Apostle's near Chartier's Creek dedicated — By way 
of Washington to Waynesburg. Church in Waynesburg dedicated, 
St. Ann's — Rev. Michael Gallagher in charge; attends from 
Brownsville. Mass and Confirmation in home of Egan family in 
Washington — Mass and confirmation at the home of John Henry 
Ihmsen — Two days and two nights by stage to Littlestown — ^James 
McSherry — Larger church needed here. Conewago — Returns to 
Philadelphia. 

Sept. 12 Bishop Flaget of Bardstown returns from Europe. 

Sept. 15 — Ordinations in St. John's by Bishop Flaget — sketch of 
Flaget's life. 

Pottsville: St. Patrick's blessed, Sept. 29 — Sisters of Charity have 
a school in Pottaville — James A. Miller in charge — Eighty-five miles 
in twelve hours, with two hour's stop in Reading — Confirmation 
in St. Denis', Haverford Township. 

St. Francis Xavier's opened for services, Dec. i, 1839; built 
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under care of Rev. Michael O'Connor: Rev. Wm. Whelan ap- 
pointed first rector — Rev. P. E. Moriarty, O.S.A. preaches — Rev. 
Peter Richard Kenrick returns from Europe, Dec. 7: away eigh- 
teen months. December 22, 1839, beginning of St. Patrick's. 

Fourth Provincial Council of Baltimore — St. Peter's, Wilmington, 
Del., Rev. P. O'Reilly in charge. 

ELEVENTH VISITATION. 1840 

Lancaster, St. Mary's, June 28 — Elizabethtown — Harrisburg-* 
Lewiatown —> BeUefonte — French Colony in Clearfield County, 
church blessed, St. Mary's — Clearfield: Provision for finishing 
church here, St. Francis* — Church blessed (St. Bonaventure's) at 
Grampion Hills — Red Bank — Sjt. Michael's, Loretto— Father 
O'Connor preaches in Court House, Franklin — Mass in home of 
Mr. Clancy — St. Hippolytus' in French Colony out from Meadville 
— Brie, confirmation in the chapel, and in church of the Germans — 
Preaches in Girard — By wagon to Meadville — St. Raphael's in 
Mercer blessed. West Alexandria — Preaches in Lutheran church, 
in Washington — Mass and confirmation in home of Mr. Rusk — 
St. Peter's, Brownsville. Total Abstinence campaign — Pastoral 
on the same subject — Confirmation in Wajmesburg (Green 
County): Father Gallagher's converts. Preaches in Presbyterian 
church in Jefferson — Confirmation of converts — Mass in home Mr. 
Hunnel, a convert — St. Philomena's, Pittsburg, also St. Paul's — 
Blairsville — ^Johnstown — Jefferson, church blessed, St. Barthola- 
mew's — Loretto — Father Peter Lemk6 in charge here since death 
of Father Gallitzin, May 6, 1840— Preaches in Court House, Sbens- 
burg, on Total Abstinence. Newry — Speaks on Total Abstinence 
in Presbyterian church in Hollidaysburg — Huntingdon — Reading: 
Rev. F. X. Marshall in charge here. Massillum, a German congre- 
gation — Returns to Philadelphia. 

Norristown, St. Patricks, Oct. 4. 

Pottsville, Oct. 9 — ^To Shamokin, Oct. 10, by carriage — St. Ed- 
ward's, Shamokin, blessed, Oct. 11. Danville: few Catholics here — 
Berwick: old cemetery here: formerly a chapel; one or two Catho- 
lics — Stage over Berwick and Tioga turnpike to St. Basil's: More 
than sixty families here — Towands — Friendsville — St. Francis 
Xavier's, Friendsville still unfinished — Father John Vincent 
O'Reilly in charge here — "An Israelite truly, in whom there is no 
guile" — Mass in Binghamton, N. Y. — Church built here by the in- 
fluence of Mr. Edward White — New Millard — Mass in home of 
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John Boyle — Mount Pleasant Township, lodged in home of Wm. 
McAvoy — Rev. Henry Fitzsimmons attends this mission from 
Carbondale — New church (St. Rose of Lima) blessed at Carbon- 
dale — Preaches on Total Abstinence — Ground for church given by 
" The Coal Company " — Property to be conveyed to the ordinary 
— About 200 families here; fifty at Mount Pleasant — From Canaan's 
Comers to Easton, 67 miles — From Easton to Bucksville — St. 
John Baptist's, Haycock — Mass in private Oratory in the Durney 
home, Montgomery County — Return to Philadelphia, Oct. 30, 1840. 

Confirmation in St. John's, Manayunk. 

Confirmation in St. John's in town of Bloomsbury, near Trenton, 
N.J. 

Confirmation in Christ's church, West Chester. 

1841 

The Bishop of Nancy and Toul in France here and at Baltimore. 

Richard Whelan Bishop of Richmond consecrated — Bishop John 
Joseph Chanche of Natchez here — Bishop John Hughes Coadjutor 
of New York here. 

St. Philip Neri's blessed "in Southwark." Plan of Father Dunn 
for no pew rents. 

May 25, 1841, news received that Rev. Peter Richard Kenrick is 
chosen Coadjutor to Bishop of St. Louis — Rev. Daniel F. McDevitt 
authorized to buy ground for future St. Patrick's. 

June 6, 1841, St. Francis Xavier's, "near Fairmount " blessed: 
Father Rafferty in charge. 

July 10, 1841, Fathers of Congregation of the Mission come here 
to take charge of the Seminary, Mailer, Burke, later, Penco. 

Phoenixville, St. Mary's blessed, Oct. 10. 184 1. Peter Paul Le- 
fevre consecrated in St. John's Bishop of Zelanum, I.P.I., Admin- 
istrator of Detroit — Peter Richard Kenrick consecrated in St. 
Mary's, by Bishop Rosati of St. Louis — Bishop England preached. 

St. Patrick's blessed by Rev. Michael O'Connor, Dec. 5, 1841 — 
Rev. Edward Barron leaves for the African missions, Dec. 9, 1841. 
Bishop Rosati leaves on mission to Hayti. 

1843 

Confirmation, St. Mary's, April 3 — St. Philip's, April 10. 
Bishop John England of Charleston dies April 11. 
Bishop Henry Conwcll dies April 22. 

Bishop Benedict Fenwick of Boston, confirms in St. Joseph's 
church. April 17. 
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Doctor William E. Horner, convert, confirmed by Bishop 
Hughes, in St. John's, April i8, 1842. Confirmation in the home of 
Mr. James Wilcox. Ivy Township, Delaware County — Church to be 
built here — Father Patrick Sheridan in charge. 

Ladies of the Sacred Heart take charge of School at Mc* 
Sherrystown — Clergy Retreat in the Seminary — Second Diocesan 
Synod — " Jubilee " '* ad res Hispanicas in melius vertendas " — Rt. 
Rev. Edward Barron returns from African mission, after four 
months at Cape Palmas. 

TWELFTH VISITATION. 184a 

By Railway to Parksburg — Doe Run — Cemetery here nearly 70 
years — Title to property — Father Sheridan desident in West 
Chester — Lancaster — Columbia — York — Father Philip Sacchi at 
Paradise, St. Mary's chapel, on Brandt estate — Conewago — St. 
Aloysius*, Littlestown, blessed — Title to this property — Visit to 
Emmitsburg — Gettysburg — The Mountain Church — Chambersburg. 
Church blessed, St. Mary's of the Visitation, at Shippensburg. 
Sermon on Temperance in the open air — By Roxbury to Path 
Valley: Twenty-three families in this vicinity — Shade Valley visited 
four times a year by James A. Miller — Communion in O'Connor 
home — St. Thomas' Bedford — Harman's Bottom: 100 Catholic 
families here — St. Vincent's — Father Stillinger's account of tem- 
poralities. 

A plan to use St. Vincent's [Father Browers' " Foundation "] for 
Diocesan Seminary. 

Cameron's Bottom: Rev. Terence McGirr — Blairsville — St. Mary's, 
Freeport — St. Mary's, Pine Creek, 7 miles from Pittsburg — St. 
Philomena's, St. Patrick's, St. Paul's, Pittsburg — St. Philip's, near 
Charter's Creek — Parish limits in Pittsburg — First Clergy Confer- 
ence in Pittsburg: eight priests — Butler, St. Peter's — Speaks on 
Temperance in Court House — A gift in aid of German church in 
Clearfield Township. Sugar Creek Township, church blessed — Z15 
take Total Abstinence '' pledge " — New church blessed in Murrins- 
ville: was built by John Murrins; to be transferred to the Bishop. 
New church near Mercer blessed — Greenville. Mass in home of 
Mr. Schonmacker. Five baptized — Preaches in school building — 
By way of Meadville to Erie — St. Patrick's chapel and St. Mary's 
church Brie — Preaches in the Court House — Elk Creek — Crossings- 
ville — St. Hippolytus' out from Meadville — Confirmation in the 
home of Francis Magee, near Centreville — Oil Creek— Rev. Patrick 
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Prendergast — Mass in home of Michael McGarrel in Pitt Hole 
Township — Franklin. — Mass in home of Jeremi Clancy — St. 
Michael's, near Shippensville — Rev. Peter Steinbacher and Patrick 
Prendergast here present — Clarion: Preaches in the County Prison 
— Preaches in the Court House — Red Bank — Preaches in Court 
House at BrookviUe — Mass in the home of Patrick Dougherty — 
Through Curwensville to Clearfield — ^The French Colony — Belle- 
fonte. Rev. Patrick Nugent goes to Chambersburg — By stage from 
Bellefonte to Jersey Shore. Rev. Nicholas Steinbacher — Nippenose 
Valley — German Colony — Milton — Rev. Daniel Magorien — Potts- 
▼ille — Fathers Magennis and Cantwell here — Reading — Goshen- 
hoppen — Phoenixville, attended from Norristown — visitation ended. 
Chester, St. Michael's corner-stone, Sept. 29, 1842 — Copies of 
text books Moral and Dogmatic Theology sent to the Pope and 
to South America. 

1843 

Fifth Provincial Council of Baltimore — New Sees recommended 
— Bishops, guests here after the Council — Bishop Rosati dies at 
Rome. 

X844 

THE RIOTS 

May sixth, the beginnings of strife — Sisters' house at St. Mich- 
ael's — May seventh, more rioting: no control of the mob — May 
eighth St. Michael's and St. Augustine's burned. The mob moves 
on to St. John's; but is frightened off by a rumor of military 
intevention — Dark days for Catholics — Sunday, May 12 no services 
in the city churches [note on St. Francis Xavier's and Father 
Rafferty] — Chapel at St. Michael's, and Mass there June 2 — ^July 
fourth, parade of offensive, anti-Catholic emblems arouses feelings 
of unfriendliness. July fifth: St. Philip's, a new riot centre — War 
in the streets of Southwark — Wednesday July tenth St. Philip's in 
the hands of the Bishop — Sunday, the twelfth. Father Cantwell 
says Mass in St. Philip's — Father P. J. Dunn leaves the city. 

THIRTEENTH VISITATION. 1844 

August 25 Port Elizabeth, N. J., Rev. Wm. O'Hara here — Sept. i 
preaches at Villanova — St. Mary's, Lancaster — St. Patrick's, Colum- 
bia — St. Patrick's, York. Father Mackin and Father Basil Shorb — 
Paradise Township, a new church here — Gett3^burg — Littlestown — 
Convent chapel in McSherrystown — School — Conewago Creek — 
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Returns to the city [for ordinations] — Elizabethtown — Carlisle — 
Harrisburg — Milton — Will^esbarre — Beaver Meadow — Nesque- 
honing — Easton — Returns home Oct. 3 — St. John's, Manayunk, 
Oct. 2-7, 

1845 

Visit to Europe, Ireland, Ejigland, France, Rome. From New 
York to Cork harbor in twenty days — Cork, April 22 — Dublin, 
April 24 — Leaves Dublin for Liverpool and London, April 28. 
From London to Folkstone. May 2 — Boulogne sur jucr to Paris, 
May 4 — Paris to Marseille, May 7 Marseille to Leghorn, by 
Civita Vecchia to Rome May 14 — Remains at the Irish College 
two weeks — May 26: "The Pope received me with paternal affec- 
tion " — May 28 leaves Rome for Lyons — Visits sister of Mr. M. 
A. Frenaye in Rioni — Paris — Dieppe — Brighton — London — Liver- 
pool — Dublin, June 14 — Visits Cullen Brothers in Liverpool — June 
19 sails from Liverpool for Halifax, arrives July i. By way of 
Boston to New York — At home 11 o'clock, P. M., July 4 — Bishop 
Edward Barron. 

FOURTEENTH VISITATION. 1845 

Reading, St. Peter's. August 22, a new church. Lebanon — Harris- 
burg — Lewistown» attended from Bellefonte — Father Patrick Pren- 
dergast asks to be assigned to Honesdale — Milton — Danville — St. 
Basil's near Loyalsock — Towanda: church has been built here by 
Rev. John Vincent O'Reilly, is dedicated SS. Peter and Paul — 
Evidences of kindly feeling in Towanda — Fricndsvillc — Father 
O'Reilly acquires land out from Friendsville, probably St. Joseph's 
College of the future, 1852 — Carbondale — Rev. Heury Fitzsimmons 
in charge — Honesdale — Rev. Patrick Prendcrgast assigned here, 
with care of Mount Pleasant — Seventy-six miles to Easton — Hay- 
cock — Lambertville» N. J. — Returns to the city — Pottsvillc, St. 
Patrick's and St. John's. St. Peter's, Wilmington, Del — Tamaqua, 
St. Jerome's — St. John's, Trenton, N. J. — St. Mary's Phoenixville — 
St. Michael's, Chester — St. Francis Xavior's, Fairniount. Close of 
the fourteenth visitation. 

1846 

House and grounds near the seminary, present Cathedral prop- 
erty, acquired during month of February — March 20 Sisterhood, 
Ladies of the Sacred Heart, occupy this House (the Cathedral 
Residence). 
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FIFTEENTH VISITATION. 1846 

Wilmington, Del. — Brandywine — St. Mary's, Lancaster — St. 
Mary's, Elizabethtown — St. Patrick's. Harrisburg — St. Patrick's, 
Carlisle — St. Mary's. Shippensburg — Christ's church, Chambersburg 
—The Mountain Church, St. Ignatius — St. Francis Xavier's, Gettys- 
burg—Paradise, The Most Pure Heart of Mary— St. Patrick's, 
York — St. Peter's, Columbia. Returns to the city. 

Services for the late Gregory XVI. Goshenhoppen, church of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. Reading, St. Peter's new church — 
MassiUum, St. Henry's. 

September sixth, 1846: 

Corner-stone of the New Cathedral laid — Sept. 8 on the way to 
St. Louis — Preaches in Cincinnati — Visits Bishop Flaget — Preaches 
in Louisville — Preaches in Vincennes — Preaches in St. Louis, Oct. 
4 — Returns to Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 

SIXTEENTH VISITATION. 1847 

By stage to Bucksville [Haycock] St. John Baptist's — Easton, 
St. Bernard's — No priest at Bucksville and Easton. Reading, 
Rev. Basil Shorb in charge — Lebanon, St. Mary's — Harrisburg, 
St. Patrick's — Milton, St. Joseph's. Nippenose Valley, The Imma- 
culate Conception. Father Nicholas Steinbacher: eighty families 
here. Bellefonte, Rev. Jeremiah Ahern in charge. Lewistown, All 
Saints — Bishop O'Connor of Pittsburg comes here — St. Mary's, 
Lancaster — St. Peter's, Columbia — Conewago, The Sacred Heart. 
St. Aloysius' Littlestown — St. Patrick's, York. 

June 23 — Returns to the city, occupies new Cathedral Residence. 

June 27 — Corner-stone laid of new church in Trenton, N. J. — 
St. Mary's College, Wilmington, Del. — Girls' School of the Sisters 
of Qiarity — St. Peter's, Wilmington — St. Paul's in district of 
Moyamensing blessed — St. Elizabeth's in Port Elizabeth, N. J. — 
Confirmation in home of John McCrevin, near Dennisville, N. J. — 
Cape Island — St. Vincent's. Minersville — St. John's, German, and 
St. Patrick's, Pottsville — Tamaqua, St. Jerome's — Summit, St. 
Joseph's — Haxelton, St. Mary's — St. Nicholas of Tolentine, Wilkes- 
barre — Carbondale — Honesdale — Mount Pleasant — Lanes- 
borough — New Milford, Mass in the home of John Boyle — St. 
Bonaventure's, Auburn Township. John Vincent O'Reilly — 
Friendsville, St. Francis Xavier's — Towanda SS. Peter and Paul. 
St. Basil's, in Cherry Township — New church in Albany Township. 
Danville — Returns to the city 
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Spiritual Retreat: forty priests in attendance. Third Diocesan 
Synod: Parish Limits — ^John Timon, first Bishop of Buffalo— St. 
Mary's, Phoenixville — St. Malachy's, Doe Run — Thirteen families 
here. 

Z848 

Guests here, Bishops O'Connor — Henni — Timon — Death of 
Bishop Wm. Quarter of Chicago— Stephen Badin of Vinccnnes — 
Coadjutor of Vicar Apostolic of Glasgow collects here for Scotch 
missions. Rt. Rev. Peter Richard Kenrick here to see work on 
Anglican Orders through the press: Receives pallium in St. John's 
Sept. 3 — Consecration of M. J. Spalding, Coadjutor for Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Returning from Kentucky visits Buffalo and Rochester, N. Y. 

Confirmation in Trenton, N. J.— Potteville— Pleasant Mills, N. J. : 
congregation here widely scattered. 

Z849 

Sisters of the Good Shepherd take charge of St. Ann's Home 
for Widows, May 24. 

SSVSNTEENTH VISITATION. 1849 

June 2 goes to Lancaster, St. Mary's — St. Peter's, Columbia — 
St. Patrick's, York — St. John's, near Shrewsbury — Immaculate 
Heart of Mary — Paradise — The Sacred Heart,* McSherrystown — 
The Sacred Heart, Conewago — St. Aloysius, Littlestown — St. 
Francis Xavier's, Oettysburg—St. Ignatius', The Mountain Church. 
Christ's church, Chambersburg — St. Ferdinand's, Path Valley — 
St. Patrick's, Carlisle — St. Patrick's, Harrisburg — All Saints', 
Lewistown — St. John's, Bellefonte — Immaculate Conception, Nip- 
penose Valley. St. Joseph's, Milton, St. Joseph's, Danville — SS. 
Peter and Paul, Towanda, Rev. Basil Shorb, first resident priest 
here. St. Basil's, Cherry Township— St. Patrick's, Albany Town- 
ship on the McGovern farm. St. Francis Xavier's, Friendsville — 
St. Augustine's, near Silver Lake — Visits Mr. Edward White in 
Binghamton, N. Y. — Honesdale — Beech Wood — Carbondale, St. 
Rose of Lima — St. Bonaventure's, Harrison — Wilkesbarre, St. 
Nicholas' chapel — Preaches in the Court House — St. Mary's. 
Beaver Meadow— St. Patrick's, Nesquefaoning— St. Joseph's, Sum- 
mit Hill — St. Jerome's, Tamaqua— St. Stephen's, Port Carbon, Rev. 
Daniel Magorien first priest resident here — Pottsville, St. John's 

♦ Chapel. 
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and St. Patrick's — Sisters of St. Joseph in Pottsville — Returns 
to the city. 

St. Peter's, Elixabethtown — St. Mary's, Lebanon — St. Peter's, 
Reading — St. Henry's, Massilluiim — ^The Most Blessed Sacrament, 
Gothenhoppen — St. Paul's, Burlington, N. J. — St. Peter's, Wilming- 
ton, Del. 

Nov. 20 Father Theobald Mathew here. Remains two weeks — 
Lectures to great crowds. Dec. 11 Father Mathew goes to Balti- 
more — Confirmation in St. Joseph's, Brandywine Creek. 

1850 

Death of Bishop Flaget, Feb. 11. Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
acquire property for their work. Spiritual Retreat, 45 priests — 
John Possidius O'Dwyer, O.S.A. insane, dies. 

EIGHTEENTH VISITATION. 1850 

May 4 St. Mary's, Lancaster — St. Mary's, Shippentburg — Christ's 
church, Chmmbersburg — Waynesburg, confirmation in a private 
house — Old church here has gone to ruin — Preaches in Methodist 
church — Visits Emmitsburg — York, St. Patrick's — St. Peter's, 
Columbia — Lancaster, corner-stone of St. Joseph's, a German 
church, laid — Returns to the city. 

Trustees at Holy Trinity. 

Visitation continued, September 8. St. Bernard's, Easton, Rev. 
Thomas Reardon in charge here — St. John's, Haycock — Bishop 
Edward Barron leaves for the South — Lambertville, N. J. — F. X. 
Gartland consecrated Bishop of Savannah — An agreement between 
Trustees at Holy Trinity and the Jesuits: the plan fails. 

1851 

Orestes A. Brownson lectures here. Ordinations by Bishop of 
Toronto in St. John's. Visits Bishop Wm. Walsh of Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. 

NINETEENTH VISITATION. 1851 

August 9 — Lancaster — York — Paradise — McSherrystown — 
Conewago, Church of the Most Sacred Heart consecrated, Aug. 
13, 1851 — Gettysburg — Chambersburg — Caiiisle — Harrisbiirg — 
Lewistown — Belief onte — CoUumsville — Cascade — Blossburg 
— Towanda — Dushore — Danville — Pottsville — October 9, 
1 85 1, receives Papal Bulls which raise him to the Metropolitan See 
of Baltimore — Leaves for Baltimore by stage same evening — No- 
vember 16 receives pallium at hands of Bishop Timon — Visits 
Cumberland — Redemptorists here. 
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The purpose of this translation of the Diary of one of the 
most venerated and scholarly of those Apostolic men who laid 
the foundations and organized the work of the Church in 
America, is not to expose the minor details of troubles or 
triumphs of a life which is quite well known in its main fea- 
tures. These details and annoyances will appear indeed; they 
will be brought out, and set in a light which only he could give 
who actually felt and experienced them. But the translator 
feels confident that there is not a sentence in the Diary, not a 
fact noted, nor a problem of episcopal care and responsibility 
recorded, which will not, if it is read intelligently, contribute 
to a better understanding of the character, the firmness and 
prudence, the sincerity and single-mindedness of the one man 
who brought order out of chaos in the diocese of Philadel- 
phia after more than twenty years of dissensions, schism and 
scandal. 

The sole aim of the translator is to put into usable form the 
material of history which the Diary contains. It is to present 
a summary, the most authentic possible, of more than twenty- 
one years of episcopal labor and care: not a bare record of 
facts in a round of nineteen visitations of the diocese, or the 
routine of daily official life, but the living experience of a 
Shepherd of souls in touch and in sympathy with his flock. 
It is to give a synoptic view, the Bishop's own view, of points 
which he deemed important, and marked for future guidance 
in the work of religion, of building up the human edifice of 
moral and spiritual life in the diocese. The diocese, of course, 
in the first thirteen years of these records, until 1843, when 
Pittsburg was made a distinct episcopal see, will comprise the 
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entire state of Pennsylvania, all of Delaware, and the western 
and southern half of New Jersey. 

One of the points of general interest will be found, no doubt, 
in the simple descriprtion of the means of travel in the thirties 
and forties of the last century. But whether it is by stage or 
canal-boat, or a tramp of fifteen miles over the "Cumberland 
Pike" or a walk of seven miles through the woods at Ship- 
pensville, the Bishop simply tells us how he reached the people, 
and brought them the consolations of religion, the Sacraments 
of Mother Church. Every element of self, of a consciousness 
of the burden of his charge, seems to be eliminated from these 
records of his pastoral labors. The entries were made evi- 
dently with the sole view of keeping an index to the work of 
religion and the growth of the Church in this portion of 
Christ's fold; not to advertise self, or the labors of the man 
responsible before God and before men for the success or the 
failure of his work, the work of Christ and the Church. Even 
under circumstances the most trying, under conditions for which 
he was in no way responsible, the extravagant claims of lay 
trustees, the Bishop manifests no feeling, expresses no resent- 
ment or impatience. There is only that simple and clear state- 
ment of facts, the best evidence of the tranquil mind and sure 
judgment with which he met and solved the most trying prob- 
lems of his life, as Administrator of the diocese and Pastor of 
souls. 

The notes on the text of the Diary are only a few of the 
points of information, aids to the easier understanding of the 
context, which the translator has been able to gather in during 
the free hours of a routine life of school work. They are by 
no means complete, as the translator would wish to have made 
them. They are given mainly as helps to further research in 
local Catholic history. 

The original of the Diary is written entirely in Latin, with 
the exception of a few extracts from legal documents and 
private letters, which were evidently copied from the original 
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English. There is one short letter written in French, ad- 
dressed to the Poor Qares in Pittsburg. The Latin used is 
concise and clear, and interestingly pure in expression, and 
correct in turning the idiom of Cicero or Horace to the uses 
of life in the nineteenth century. The entries are made in a 
small ledger, written closely, usually without a break in the 
lines for successive dates. The pages, written to the margin 
on both sides of the leaf, measure about 7J4 by gyi inches. 
Where the leaf or parts of the leaf have been cut out, the fact 
is always noted in the text. From a careful study of the 
whole Diary, and a first-hand acquaintance with the contents 
and the general character of the records and their sequence, it 
is the inference of the translator that these clippings were 
made by the Bishop himself: a prudent and effective censor- 
ing of his own work, done either during the later years of his 
residence in Philadelphia or during the eleven last years of 
his life as Metropolitan of Baltimore. 

As to omissions of original entries of the Bishop, the trans- 
lator would say, there is nothing recorded here that the Church 
or the Archdiocese need be ashamed of or wish to conceal. 
The very few facts that have been omitted were left out only 
after consultation, and with the advice and approval of the 
Most Reverend Archbishop. They are of no general interest ; 
they do not impair the integrity or the historic value of the 
Diary; and every omission has been distinctly marked by a 
cross (-}-) in the text. Moreover, if the searcher after de- 
tails should need these particulars, they can always be found, 
either in the original Diary, in the Archives of the Archdio- 
cese of Philadelphia, or in a copy of the original Latin made 
by the translator and kept by him with the permission of the 
Most Reverend Archbishop. 

F. E. T., 
ViUanova Scholasticate. 

Feast of Saint Monica, 
May 4, 1916. 



BIOGRAPHICAL 

Francis Patrick Kenrick was born in Dublin, Ireland, 

Dec. 3d, 1796: Ordained to the priesthood, April 7th, 1821, at 

Rome, Italy : Consecrated Bishop, Titular of Arath, Coadjutor 

to the Bishop of Philadelphia, to act as Administrator of the 

diocese, June Gth, 1830, at Bardstown, Kentucky: Succeeded 

as Bishop of Philadelphia at the death of Bishop Conwell, 

April 22d, 1842: Received papal appointment transferring him 

to the Metropolitan See of Baltimore, October 9th, 185 1 : 

Died July 6th, 1863, at Baltimore. 
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INSCRIPTIO AUTHENTICA 

MEMORANDA quaedam ad fi»e Pranciscum Patritium Kenrick Epis- 
copum Arathensem et coadiutorem Philadelphiensia Episcopi perti- 
nentia, eorum quae in administranda diocaesi Philadelphiensi per annoa 
plaaquam trigintiunum gessit, duodecim Administratoris titulo, a aa 
ApriUa, x84a ad g diem Octobria, X85X tanquam Episcopua Philadel- 
phienais. 



Et^lft^rn Ipmdrrlt and Q[l|trtg (1B30) 

1830, Feb. 25 I was designated bishop : 
June sixth, consecrated at Bardstown : 
July seventh I arrived in Philadelphia.* 

August the eighth day I confirmed eighty-six in St. Peter's 
church in the town of Wilmington in the state of Delaware. 
I visited also the school which the Sisters of Charity have there, 
where, besides six little orphan girls, who are cared for and 
taught in the house, many other young girls learn the rudi- 
ments of letters and religion. 

The pastor in charge of this church is the Rev. Patrick 
Kenny, venerable for his age and his good life. Father Kenny's 
assistant in the care of souls is the ^ Rev. George A. Carrell, 
who is much esteemed in this town for his success in spreading 
the faith and keeping strong the spirit of religion. 

*Two entire leaves have been cut from the Diary at the front, after 
the title or inscription page. The three first items, the dates of nomi- 
nation, consecration and arrival in Philadelphia, have been written over 
and between the lines at the top of the page which contains the entry 
for August eighth. 

* Later the first bishop of Covington. Ky., 1853 to 1868. 
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This [St. Peter's] is the only church in the state of Dela- 
ware, excepting a chapel near the home of the Rev. Patrick 
Kenny, six miles out from Wilmington.^ At New Castle 
[Novo-Castri] Catholics formerly began to build a church, 
the walls of which still remain without a roof.* Catholics 
are to be found scattered throughout the state in no small 
number. 

August the fifteenth day I blessed the cemetery and church 
of St. Mary of the Assumption in a place commonly called 
Pleasant Mills, in Gloucester county in the state of New Jer- 
sey. About two hundred Catholics were present from various 
places, some distant six miles, some twelve ommore miles from 
the church. The people generally are employed about the fur- 
naces and works of this kind. The Rev. William O'Donnell, 
O.S.A.,* exercises the offices of a pastor among them. He 
visits them from the city once in the space of two months. 

There are said to be many other Catholics living scattered 
in the southern section of this state. I am told that in order 
to minister to their needs a church should be built at a place 
called Melville ; * and that, if a priest were stationed there 
with a love and zeal for souls, he could, by visiting other parts, 
bring back many to the way of salvation, whose parents had 
been Catholics. 

At present there is no other church in that part of this 

2 This is evidently St. Mary's, Coffee Run. See below entry of July 
Sth, 1831. 

« For the completion and dedication of the New-Castle church, see 
entry of April loth, 183 1. 

* The Catholic Herald, Jan. 10, 1833, gives notice of " the death in 
Ireland of Rev. William O'Donnell . . . who officiated in this city as 
assistant pastor at St. Augustine's for three years." The same notice 
states that Father O'Donnell had returned to Ireland on account of 
failing health. 

» Probably Millville. 
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State which belongs to this diocese,* but one in the town of 
Trenton, which is also visited by the same priest [Fr. 
O'Donnell] once every month. 

In a place called Port-Elizabeth near Melville live Gennan 
Catholics, Ketsinger by name, who are wealthy. 

FIRST EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1830 

September the fifth day. I visited the church of St. Peter 
in the town of Reading, in the state of Pennsylvania, and gave 
the Sacrament of Confirmation to ninety-four persons. More 
than one hundred and twenty received the Holy Eucharist. 
This congregation is visited once each month by either the 

• The dividing line between the diocese of New York and Philadel- 
phia is fixed by the second Provincial Council of Baltimore, 1833. But 
the same line had evidently been recognized long before, as the reason 
assigned by the Council for naming the Counties subject to each juris- 
diction is that the former division into East and West Jersey is going 
into disuse, and is no longer marked in *' geographical charts" and 
" public documents ". The words of the Council are : " Dioecesis 
Philadelphiensis complectitur totam provinciam Pennsylvaniae una cum 
provincia Delaware ct parte provinciae New Jersey^ quae olim voca- 
batur West Jersey . . . cum autem antiqua divisio orientalis et occi- 
dentalis, seu East et West Jersey iam in tabulis geographicis docu- 
mentisque publicis negligatur, et limites Episcopatuum Philadelpiensis 
et Neo-Eboracensi« ea ex parte idcirco incerti evaserint, videtur Pa- 
tribus supplicandum S. Sedi ut declaret Comitatus Hunterdon, Warren, 
Burlington, Gloucester, Salem, Cumberland, Cape May; Qui olim ad 
Occidentalem Jersey pertinebamt, Episcopo Philadelphiensi in posterum 
censendos." See Conciua Provincialia Baltimori, Murphy, 1851, pp. 
100- loi, approved by the Pope on page 113. 

The line between East and West Jersey marked in The Historical 
Map of Pennsylvania^ issued by The Pennsylvania Historical Society, 
1875, is a straight line running from a point on the Delaware River 
northeast of Stroud«burg, Pa., near Minesink, or Minisink, Island to the 
lower outlet of Little Egg Harbor, south of Barnegat Bay. 

It is to be noted that new counties have been formed since 1833 ; in 
West Jersey, Camden, Atlantic and Mercer; compare modern charts 
with the older division. 
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Rev. Father Boniface Corvin ^ (born in Poland) of the 
Society of Jesus, or the Rev. Edward McCarthy of the same 
Society — Irish. Thus both the Germans, who constitute a 
great part of this congregation, and Americans, or others who 
speak English, are properly cared for. Peace and piety pre- 
vail here under the care of these Fathers. It would be desir- 
able to have two priests like these living in a house near the 
church, and to have a school there. The church property 
is in the hands of trustees. 

September the sixth day I went to Potts ville.-j- [Here, at 
Pottsville, the Rev. Edward McCarthy, S.J., was assigned to 
the charge of St. Patrick's church, promising to visit the con- 
gregation once each month, probably from Goshenhoppen. 
Rev. John Fitzpatrick, who had been in charge of St. Patrick's, 
will be found under entries for May i8th and June ist, 1832. 
See also May 9th of same year; again Sept. 13th, 1836, where 
Father Fitzpatrick is described as having the care of Milton, 
with missions probably at Selinsgrove and Northumbria.] 

The Rev. Father Edward McCarthy volunteered to take 
charge of the church which is built in this town until I can 
find a way to place a priest there to act as pastor. I agreed 
to this proposition ; and the next day I announced to the people 
assembled at Mass that the said Father would visit the con- 
gregation once a month. I told them at the same time that it 
was my purpose as soon as possible to give them a pastor 
resident in the town. 

One hundred Catholic families at least are said to be livim^ 

' Father Boniface Corvin is on^ of the four Jesuits whose graves arc 
marked by marble slabs inside the " Old Goshenhoppen Chapel." at the 
front of the "Altar Rails ". They read : Theodoras Schfvcider Fundator 
huius mtssiotiis, oh. 10 Jul.. 1764 — Joes. B. dc Rittcr, oh. 3 Feb.. 1787 — 
Paulus Erntzen, oh. Maii 27. 1818 — Bouifacius Corvin, oh. Oct. ri, 1837. 

From notes taken by the translator in the " Old Chapel '*, .^up. 26, 
1914. Father Corvin's name is said to be signed Conitiski in the parish 
record. I have been unable to verify thi^. 
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in this town, which is rising to importance in a remarkable 
way. Most of the people are poor, the families, that is, of 
workingmen engaged in digging coal, or employed on the canal 
or on the public roads. It is estimated that there are nearly 
two thousand Catholic men engaged in these public works. 

Seprtember the eighth day I again celebrated Mass in the 
same church [Pottsville] in presence of a very large assem- 
blage of the people. I spoke to the congregation on both occa- 
sions, exhorting them to rise above their vices and to cultivate 
the virtues of a Christian life. 

In this whole region as far as the boundaries of the state of 
New York [Northward and Eastward] there is not one priest. 

The church property here is held in the name * of the Rev. 
John Fitzpatrick. While speaking to the people in the church, 
I told them that it was my wish that they give money to no 
other priest but their pastor. 

[An entire leaf has been cut out of the Diary here — ^two full 
pages of closely- written manuscript, 7j4x9j4 inches.] 

The church of St. Aloysius in Littlestown is a frame build- 
ing. Title to the property is said to be in the hands of the 
bishop: but whether the deed is drawn up in proper legal 
form, so as to have the title pass on to his successors, I do not 
know as yet. 

In this town lives James McSherry, held in high repute for 
his temporal wealth and his Christian piety. 

This church, which is seven miles distant from the church 
of the Most Sacred Heart (commonly called Conewago), is 
visited twice a month by the Rev. Father Michael Dougherty, 
of the Society of Jesus, who lives in the convent of the Fathers 
at Conewago. Together with him in the same house live 
Father Matthew Lekeu, who is the superior, and Father Paul 
Kohlmann. The Jesuits own about five hundred acres of land 
in the vicinity of the church. They have also quite an exten- 

• Sec below under date Sept. 13, 1836. 9ee also entry of May 18, 1832. 
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sive farm six miles away, at Pigeon Hill [in Colle Colum- 
barum] ; and they have a chapel there, which is in charge of 
the Rev. Father I. William Beschter, of the Society of Jesus, 
who came here from Maryland two weeks ago. 

September the twenty-third day, 1830, I conferred Tonsure 
and Minor orders in the church of the Most Sacred Heart 
[Conewago] upon Thomas Gegan of the diocese of Meath in 
Ireland, whence he had dimissorial letters ; upon James Brad- 
ley of the diocese of Derry in Ireland, also with dimissorials ; 
upon Francis Xavier Gartland, who was born in Dublin, Ire- 
land, but from early childhood educated in the United States ; 
upon Thomas R. Butler, bom at Dublin in Pennsylvania. 

On the same day, Seprt. 23, 1830, I authorized (signed a 
power of Attorney) the Rev. Matthew Lekeu and two laymen 
to receive the income of a certain estate near the village of 
McSherrystown, and to expend the same in supporting a 
school,* for which purpose the said estate is left in trust to the 
bishop of Philadelphia. This " power of Attorney " is drawn 
up so as to be recalled at will. 

September the twenty- fourth day, 1830, I conferred the 
sacred order of subdeaconship, with the required dispensations 
for extra tempora and interstttiis non servatis upon Thcnnas 
Gegan and James Bradley, who were named above, in the 
same church of the Most Sacred Heart. 

September the twenty-fifth day, 1830, I conferred the order 
of Eteaconship on James Bradley in the church of the Most 
Sacred Heart. 

September the twenty-sixth day I ordained the Rev. James 

* See under entry for May 8th, 1842. This school was first opened 
by the Sisters of Charity from Emmitsburg in 1834. They were suc- 
ceeded by the Ladies of the Sacred Heart in 1842. The Sisters of St 
Joseph have been there since 1854, See Catholic Directories for 1836 
and after, also Reily's Conewago Collection, pp. 81-82. 
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Bradley to the Priesthood. The Rev. Thomas Gegan, who is 
very highly esteemed by the Rev. John B. Purcell, president 
of St. Mary's Seminary and College, was ordained Deacon. 
Francis Xavier Gartland, Edward Sourin and Thomas R. But- 
ler were ordained subdeacons. 

•AH these orders I conferred in the said church of the Most 
Sacred Heart. There were present at the ordinations the Rev. 
John B. Purcell, Rev. Father Matthew Lekeu, Rev. Paul 
Kohlmann, Rev. Simeon [Simon] Brute, Rev. John Joseph 
Curtin, and probably two thousand of the lay people. 

On the same day and in the same church I conferred the 
sacrament of Confirmation on three-hundred-and-sixty-eight 
persons, about thirty of whom had been estranged formerly 
from the true faith and the Church. After Vespers there was 
a sermon by the Rev. J. J. Curtin. 

Religion is a strong virtue in this congregation through the 
zeal and energy of the good Fathers of the Society of Jesus. 

The Rev. Mr. Purcell also preached, explaining the cere- 
mcmies of ordinaticMi. 

This church and house, both of stone, were built in 1787. 

September the twenty-ninth day, having made the journey 
on the previous day over a very steep hill together with Father 
Matthew Lekeu and the Rev. John Joseph Curtin, I adminis- 
tered the sacrament of Confirmation to fifty-two persons, 
eleven of whom were converts from heresy to the Catholic 
faith. No bishop had ever visited this ^® church before. It was 
blessed by Father S. J. Fenan**^ [or Tenan].** The church 

^^St. Ignatius' church, usually called "The Mountain church" in 
later Directories, is evidently meant. There is a church listed 5"/. Igna- 
tius in modern Directories in the diocese of Harrisburg at Orrtanna. 

^••The writing of this name is a little cramped. The name Penan 
does not appear as one of the Jesuits at Conewago before 1830. But 
from a letter of the Rev. E. J. Devitt, S.J., to die translator, May 26, 
19 16, it appears most probable that the Father in question here is the 
Rev. William Fciner, S.J., who was stationed at Conewago during the 
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is quite a nice building, and large enough ; but the congrega- 
tion is small, counting about thirty families widely scattered 
in this mountain region. Over one hundred acres of land are 
attached to the church property. The title to this is held by 
the Jesuit Fathers. 

They [the Jesuit Fathers] propose to have a priest stationed 
at Gettysburg, who then could visit the mountain church at 
least once a month. At present Father Michael O'Dougherty 
has the care of it. 

On the same day, the twenty-ninth of September, I went to 
Chambersburg with the Rev. F. McCosker and the others. 
There I was taken with a fever, and remained in bed until 
Sunday, when, in order not to disappoint the faithful waiting 
for Confirmation, I went . . . [presumably to the church]. 

[Ten lines are here cut from the leaf. After the excision 
come the words: et amplaJ] 

October the tenth day, which was Sunday, being now re- 
stored to health by the care and skill of a physician, Dr. Law- 
rence Byrne, I preached in the same church and gave Con- 
firmation to nine persons. After Vespers the Rev. John 
Hughes preached : He, having gotten word that I was unwell, 
came from the city to Chambersburg, intending to go with me 
for the remainder of the visitation. 

The Jubilee exercises were held in this church for two 
weeks preceding the third of October. During that time more 
than three hundred received the Holy Communion. 

years 1823 to 1825, engaged in parish work. The name may be mis- 
written or it may be due to a defective catching of the sound of the 
name. From Father Devitt's letter the following points are added: 
Father Feiner was bom in Westphalia, Dec. 27, 1792; entered the 
Society of Jesus in White Russia, July 12, 1808; came to America 
about 1822; was stationed at Conewago 1823 — probably sent there on 
account of his knowledge of the German lang^uage. He was made 
Rector of Georgetown College, May 4, 1826, and died at Georgetown, 
June 9, 1829. 

1* E< satis elegans est. 
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The same priest [Father McCosker presumably] has the 
care of two other congregations, one in the town of Waynes- 
burg," the other in a valley commonly called Path Valley 
in the same County, Franklin. The number of the faithful in 
the former is very small, the latter is somewhat larger. I 
found it necessary to put off the visitation of these two mis- 
sions for another time, in order to get back to the city more 
quickly on account of the state of my health. 

October the twelfth day, I took the stage together with 
Rev. John Hughes, and on the same day we reached a place 
called MoConnell's-town, twenty-three miles distant from 
Chambersburg. Here we were met by the Rev. Thomas Hey- 
den, rector of the church of St. Thomas at Bedford, and the 
Rev. F. X. Marshall, native of Pennsylvania, but now serving 
in the Archdiocese of Baltimore. With these two we arrived 
the next day at Bedford, a journey of thirty-four miles. St. 
Thomas' is a beautiful church, and large enough for the small 
number of the faithful. The title to the property is held in 
the name of Rev. Thomas Heyden and his successors holding 
communion with the bishop of Philadelphia. He holds also in 
his own name and right, as he says, bought with his own 
money, a plot of ground which lies adjoining the church 
property. ... 

[Here almost seven lines of the manuscript have been cut 
out. FoHowing the excision is one word — datus.] 

October the seventeenth day I gave the sacrament of Con- 
firmation to about thirty persons in the church of St. Thomas, 
Bedford. Sixteen of these received also first Holy Commu- 
nion, dressed in white, and carrying lighted candles. Some of 

^^ There are four towns marked and described by this name in 
Pennsylvania, in Gordon's Gazcteer, 1832 — one in Franklin Co., one in 
Mifflin Co. (see below, Nov. 2d, 1830), one in Greene Co., and one in 
Chester Co. This evidently is Waynesburg in Franklin Co., 15 miles 
S. E. from Chambersburg. 
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these were converts advanced in years. In the evening the 
Rev. John Hughes preached to the congregation. 

There is a mission eighteen miles distant in a place called 
Harman's Bottom. Two thousand acres of land, the gift of 
a Mr. Riddlemoser ^* of Baltimore, adjoin the church which 
has been erected there. But no income is derived from this 
land as yet: and the rector [Father Heyden] complains of the 
heavy burden of paying the taxes. 

Of recent years however many Catholic families have settled 
in this place. They take up the land, paying almost nothing 
for it, with this condition only, that, after a number of years, 
they are to pay an annual rent. The number of Catholics re- 
siding there is not large; and their worldly wealth is very 
little. I could not visit them on this occasion because I had 
to start early in the morning to reach the congregation near 
Youngstown, sixty miles distant. 

The land [referred to above] is held in the name of three 
laymen, whom the donor has constituted to hold it in trust. 

The pastor at Bedford has charge also of a church which 
has been built in the town of Newry. Yet from all [three 
churches] he can hardly collect enough, he says, to pay living 
expenses. 

October the nineteenth day we arrived at Youngstown," 
having traveled by stage continuously from ten o'clock A. M. 
of the nineteenth [evidently a slip of the pen] to the fourth 
hour of the following day. 

The Rev. Terence McGirr resides three miles away in a 
house . . . [two lines are here cut out; one word remains: 
praedio] . . . miles distant on an estate, which is described in 

*» Sec November 25th, 1832, also June 13th, 1837. 

1^ Youngstown is described in Records Am. C. H. S., vol. Ill, p. 166, 
as " a small village three miles east of the church ", i. e. " Sportsman's 
Hall", now St Vincent's Abbey. For further description of this, 
Father Browers' foundation, see below, under entry of August 8th. 
1831 ; also Records Am. C. H. S., HI, pp. 14^174* 
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a legal document as "O'Neill's Victory", left by will " of 
the Rev. Theodore Browers for the support of a pastor. When 
no pastor was appointed the land was not cared for and run- 
ning to waste; some laymen therefore petitioned the legisla- 
tive assembly of the state of Pennsylvania to be constituted as 
trustees of the estate. It is the office of these trustees, as a 
judge in civil court has decided, to take care of the lands, to 
see that they are cultivated, leaving the house and the income 
from farm products for the priest's use. The judge, moreover, 
is said to have declared that they [the trustees of the estate] 
have no authority over the pastor. 

There has been much trouble between the Rev. Terence 
McGirr and the faithful under his charge, so that he can no 
longer exercise the pastoral office among them without evident 
peril to souls, f counseled him, therefore, to resign the charge 
within one month from the nineteenth day of October : other- 
wise I would be forced to remove him. 

In the town of Greensburg is a plot of ground, one acre 
and a half, designated by the will of someone for the use of 
the Catholic church, and left to the administration of five trus- 
tees, who are all now dead. But the trustees of the congrega- 
tion in YouNGSTowN, who, according to the [civil] law are 
chosen every year, are now taking upon themselves the care 
of this property. 

October the twentieth day I arrived in Pittsburg, and on 
the twenty-second I was present at a meeting [coetui] of those 
who have in hand the building of the church of St. Paul ; and 
I told them that it is my purpose, after the church is hnislied. 
to place the Rev. Father Rafferty '* in charge of St. Patrick's. 

'" See reference to this will of Father Browers below, under entry of 
.\ug. 8th, 1831. See also Recoiuis Am. Cath. Hist. Soc.. 1. e. 

"Father Patrick Raflerty, who built the church at West .Mexandria. 
and at Brownsville, was later in charge at Chatnbcrsburg. see under 
June 6th, 1837; at York from April, 1838, see Sept. 10. [838; Rector of 
St. Francis Xavier's, Philadelphia, see entry June 6th, rS^/, 
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I agreed also to a plan to have the Rev. Father Charles B. Ma- 
guire go on a collecting tour to get money for the building of 
the church [St. Paul's]. 

October the twenty-fourth day I gave Confirmation to one 
hundred and five persons in St. Patrick's church. The Rev. 
John Hughes preached in the evening. 

October the twenty-fifth day I baptized, in the chapel of the 
Sisters of St. Clare, Frances Anastatia Moore, who was born 
in Virginia, and is about sixteen year3 of age. I also con- 
firmed five persons. I took away the faculties from the Rev. 
Vincent Raymacker in order to have him return more readily 
to the bishop of Cincinnati. 

[Here one line has been cut from the MS.] 

October the twenty-eighth day I blessed the church in the 
town of Blairsville under the invocation of Saints Simon and 
Jurie. I blessed also the cemetery, and confirmed about eight 
persons. The Rev. John Hughes preached. 

The title to this church property is not yet drawn up in 
written form. But the men who bought the ground on which 
the church is built, that is Mr. John Brown and John Camp- 
bell, are willing to give it into the hands of the bishop in any 
form that shall be judged proper. 

In the same county, Indiana, in a place called Cameron's 
Bottom, are about twenty Catholic families. There is a church 
there to which is attached a tract of four hundred ^' acres 
of land for the support of a priest. As it is only fourteen 
miles distant from Ebensburg, it is a better arrangement to 
give it into the charge of the pastor at Ebensburg. 

October the twenty-ninth day we arrived at Ebensburg, and 
on the thirty-first day of the same month I gave the Sacrament 
of Confirmation to more than one hundred persons at Loretto. 

*' Sec entry of October 21, 1832, where this land is said to be held 
in the name of the " Wilcox heirs '* of " Old Chester ". 
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The Loretto congregation is very large, and would require the 
strenuous labors of three priests at least. The pastor is Rev. 
Demetrius A. Gallitzin. He has now reached an age advanced 
in years through a life of the strictest integrity, and labors 
that are marvelous. This remarkable man, when still quite 
young, left the errors of the Greek [schismatics], gave up his 
rights and the dignity of a line of royal descent, and embraced 
the Githolic faith. 

There are two hundred acres of land adjoining the church, 
a wooden building, the gift of a certain . . . McGuire. The 
heirs of McGuire have not, however, as yet made out a deed 
which will secure title to the property. 

On the same day [Oct. 31st] in the evening we arrived at 
Newry, which is a little town near the boundary of Hunting- 
don county. A church was built here long ago through the 
care and generosity of Patrick Cassidy. But the building is 
now very old, and hardly fit for the divine service. A house 
was built also, quite large, to be a dwelling for the pastor; 
adjoining the house is a small farm. The deed is said to be 
made out to the Rev. Mr. Gallitzin, as holding the property in 
trust for the bishop. The congregation seems to be large 
enough to support a resident priest ; though at the present time 
it is visited only once a month, or even less frequently, by the 
Rev. Thomas Heyden, who resides at Bedford. Seventy-two 
persons received the Sacrament of Confirmation in this church, 
which is called St. Patrick's, on the first day of November. 
About one hundred and twenty approached to receive Holy 
Communion. 

On the same day [the first of November], in the evening 
we arrived at Huntingdon, and on the day of the commemo- 
ration of all the Faithful Departed we celebrated Mass in the 
church of the Most Holy Trinity. Father John Hughes 
preached to the people. The church is quite a nice building, 
and, for the small congregation of the faithful living there, it 



ND VISITATION RECORD 



(1830) 



I 



is large enougli. Only twenty-five Catholic families are to be 
counted in this town and the country around. The pastor, 
Rev. John O'Reilly lias charge also of the town of Bellefonte, 
where a church is now building under his care. He visits also 
many other smaller flocks of the faithful. 

There are some Catholic families in a place called Sinking 
Valley, and in the town of Williamsburg, in Petersburg 
anrl F08T LiTTiJCTON. The title to the church of the Holy 
Trinity in Huntingdon is in the name of the bishop; but the 
land adjoining is held in the name of the Rev. John O'Reilly; 
and, as he says, was bought with his own money. 

In the evening of the second day of November we arrived 
at Wavnesburg, which town is in Mifflin county, twenty- 
two miles from Huntingdon. Two Catholic families live in 
this place, O'Dougherty and O'Friel. 

N'ovember the third day we readied Lewistown, and 
blessed the church, under the invocation of All Saints, and 
gave Confirmation to fifty persons. This church is a frame 
building: it is small, but large enough for the few Catholics 
living there. Near the church they are now building a brick 
house, to be the dwelling of the pastor. Rev, Patrick Levy is 
in charge of this congregation. He has the care also of an- 
other congregation in Clearfield County: and he is now build- 
ing a church in the town of Clearfield, though very few of the 
faithful live there. The contributions here [in both places 
apparently] are hardly sufficient to support a pastor. Title to 
the church property in Lewistown is held by the bishop. 

November the fourth day we arrived at Harhisburg, and 
the following day celebraied Mass in St, Patrick's church. 
This church is large, and quite a good building, gothic form. 
Title to the property is in the name of the bishop. Tlie con- 
gregation of the faithful is small. 

In a house clo.se to the ciiurch are three Sisters of Charity, 
who teach young girls the rudiments of letters. These girls 
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are about thirty in number ; and most of them are non-Cath- 
olics. This house, however [the dwelling and school of the 
Sisters], is held in the name of the pastor, the Rev. Michael 
Curran. 

He [Father Curran] visits, several times in a year, a con- 
gr^ation in the town of Lebanon. 

November the fifth day we came to Lancaster, and on the 
seventh the Sacrament of Confirmation was conferred on 
about one hundred and twenty persons, of whom fifteen were 
converts to the Catholic faith. The Rev. John Hughes preached 
to the people in the evening. The church is a large building ; 
but the congregation, which formerly was numerous, is now 
small. The pastor, Rev. Bernard Keenan, has the care also 
of the congregations at Elizabethtown and at Columbia in 
the same county. His assistant in the pastoral charge is the 
Rev. Francis Varin. 

November the eighth day we returned to Philadelphia. 

November the thirteenth day I received a letter from the 
Supreme Pontiff signed by his own hand. 

November the fourteenth day I gave the Sacrament of Con- 
firmation to about three hundred and fifty' persons in the 
church of St. Mary, Philadelphia. Of this number thirty- 
seven were converts to the faith. 

November the twenty-first day I confirmed one hundred and 
seventy-two persons in the church of the Most Hcrfy Trinity. 

The Jubilee, which was granted during the past year on 
occasion of the elevation of Pius the eighth to the See of St. 
Peter, was published in three ^® churches of the city, and 

^* There can be no mistake about the number here : fit tribus Ecclesiis 
ckntatis. There were only four churches in the city then: in St. 
Augustine's the Jubilee was announced November 28 (see belour) ; the 
three, therefore, must have been 6t. Mar/s, St. Joseph's and Holy 
Trinity. 
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Spiritual exercises were begun on the fourteenth day of No- 
vember to be continued for two weeks. Every day there is 
Mass at seven thirty. In the evening there is a sermon in one 
of the churches by turns. Great crowds of the people attend. 
Confessions are heard during the day, and very much good is 
eflFected. 

November the twenty-eighth day a lecture was given in St. 
Mary's church for the benefit of the poor by the Very Rev. 
John Power, Vicar General of the diocese of New York. Six 
hundred and sixty three dollars in silver were collected. After 
Vespers I announced the Jubilee exercises in St. Augustine's 
church to the faithful of that congregation. There is a re- 
markable renewing of the spiritual life at this time [during 
the Jubilee exercises]. Men leave their old ways and follow 
after peace and charity, and very many are made strong in the 
exercise of piety and religion. 

December the twenty-seventh day I wrote to the trustees of 
St. Mary's church stating that it is my purpose to take upon 
myself the office of chief pastor of that congregation [actual 
charge]. 

December the thirty-first day three of the trustees, namely, 
John T. Sullivan, Archibald Randall and William McGlensey, 
reported to me that the board of trustees was very much dis- 
pleased at my letter. Dialogue as described in the book of 
letters. 
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January llie first day, 1831, I announced from the pulpit of 
St- Mary's that 1 would henceforth take full charge as first 
pastor of the church. When various rumors were going 
abroad, spread by the activity of the tnistees, I determined to 
give my reasons for thus taking the actual pastoral charge of 
that church. 

January the ninth day from the pulpit of the same church I 
declared my intention to vindicate the rights of this as the 
Cathedral church; for as such it !iad been recognized from the 
earliest times of Philadelphia as a distinct diocese- I explained 
also the conversation which I had with the trustees ; or rather 
I corrected the false reports about it. I said [to the congre- 
gation] that my motive is not greed for money; for I had 
lived with them six months now. and received nothing towards 
my temporal support, but two hundred dollars in silver, which 
the trustees voted to give me on the third day of January. 

January the twelfth day. The trustees called a meeting in 
St. Mary's School of those who hold seatings in the church. 
Charles Johnson was made president of the meeting, Fr. Bra- 
zier acted as secretary. Archibald Randall, secretary of the 
board of trustees, spoke at great length in order to clear him- 
self, and the other members of the board, of the charges which 
I had alleged against them from the pulpit. 1 then answered 
his vindication in quite a lengthy explanation. John Maitland 
then asked secretary Randall whether the letter, which he had 
read as coming from the trustees to myself, had been formu- 
lated in a meeting of the trustees. He answered in the nega- 
tive ; but betrayed himself in trying to cover the falsehood. 

Mr Maitland now made a resolution asking that the pres- 
ent assemblage (of pewholders] pass an ordinance requiring 

4S 
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the trustees to Bx a certain honorarium for the temporal sup- 
port of myself, as bishop, and therefore chief pastor of St. 
Mary's church. The president, Charles Johnson, vigorously 
supported the rights of the bishop. But I was unwilling to 
have such an order passed (over the heads of the trustees] ; 
and I suggested that we leave the whole problem to the trus- 
tees to let them solve it; stating at the same time that I 
thought they would act from a sincere conscience and not un- 
generously, since they understood now that it is the will of the 
faithful of this congregation. It appeared in this meeting that 
the wrong ideas which had prevailed about the rights of a con- 
gregation to engage and approve its pastor were corrected or 
repudiated. It seemed also that the wiles of the trustees had 
defeated their own purpose: But the event proved otherwise. 

January the tenth day, 1831, I pubhshed the pastoral in- 
structions for the fast of Lent. 

March the third day. We had a Solemn High Mass cele- 
brated in the cathedral church of St. Mary for the repose of 
the soul of the late Pope Pius VIII, whose reign extended 
from March the thirty-first day, 1829, to the thirtieth day of 
November, 1830. The celebrant was the Rev. John Hughes. 
the deacon Rev. John Cornelius Van den Braak. the subdeacon 
Rev. Nicholas O'Donnel!.'* Present at the Mass were the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop of Philadelphia, and all the clergy of the city, 
together with the Rev. Michael Curran [rector of St. Pat- 
rick's, Harrisburg]. .After the Mass I delivered a sermon on 
this occasion. A catafalque had been erected; the "Libera me 
Domine" was chanted, I passed around the catafalque with 
the holy water and incense, the other prayers, as prescribed by 
the Ritual, were also chanted. At the head of the catafalque 
were placed the emblems of papal authority, the tiara and keys 
tastefully made of a light gilt material by a lady named Lajiis. 

»» Nicholas O'DonncH was first editor of The Catholic Herald, ihe 
lirti issue of which bears the date Jan. 3. 1833. 
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March the sixth day. I conferred the sacred Order of 
Priesthood on the Rev. Thomas Gegan in the cathedral church 
of St. Mary. A great crowd of people was present, so that 
every available space in this large church was filled. The Rev. 
John Hughes officiated as Archdeacon, and the Rev. Jeremiah 
Kdlly as Notary in the ceremonies of ordination. The Rev, 
Micliael Hurley also was present, and the Rev. Terence 
Donaghiie. 

April the fourth day. I dedicated to divine service the 
church of St- John the Baptist in the hamlet Manayunk. On 
this occasion the Rev. Michael Hurley celebrated the solemn 
Mass, with ministers [deacon and subdeaconj Rev. Thomas 
G^an and Rev. John Hughes. The sermon was by the Rev. 
John Hughes after the Gospel. Title to the church property 
and cemetery is still in the hands of Mr. Borie and Jerome 
Keating ; but the deed is to be drawn up shortly, and transfer 
made [to the ordinary of the diocese] in such form as to 
make the administration of trustees unnecessary. The church 
is small, but neat in appearance. It has been completely built 
within the past ten months, due mainly to the practical piety 
of Jerome Keating and his excellent wife, by the voluntary 
contributions of the faithful. 

April the fifth day. An election was held of trustees [of 
St. Mary's], and the members of the previous year were all 
reelected. Means and methods quite unworthy were employed 
in getting voles. On the preceding Sunday, when I was in- 
formed that a friend of mine was distributing cards in the 
seats of the church asking that a new board of trustees be 
chosen, I made the announcement from the allar that I had 
no part in such a design ; moreover, that I wished in no way 
to interfere, or influence the election. 

April the eighth day. The board of trustees called a meet- 
ing without consuhing me. The next day, after Mass cele- 
brated in St. Mary's, I announced that henceforth so l«ng as 
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the trustees persevered in opposing my authority, I would ex- 
ercise the offices of religion in the church of St. Joseph : — " We 
would have cured Babylon, but she is not healed : let us leave 
her" (Jer. li — 9). 

April the tenth day. I blessed a church under the invocation 
of St. Peter in New Castle, in the state of Delaware. Twenty 
years have passed since the building of this church was begun. 
It is finished now at last through the zeal and energy of the 
Rev. George A. Carrell. The deed to the property has been 
transferred to me, and is held by me conjointly with him 
[Father Carrell] and the Rev ^^ 

April the twelfth day. Came to me Joseph Snyder, one of 
the trustees [of St. Mary's], who said that, acting in the 
capacity of treasurer, by order of the board, he wished to pay 
me one hundred and fifty dollars in silver. 

On this occasion the following words describe, approxi- 
mately, our conversation : 

/. Snyder: Dr. Kenrick, I have been directed by an order 
of the board held on Friday evening to pay you one hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

Dr, K,: I can't take the money: you are no board with- 
out me. 

/. Snyder: I regret that any disagreeable feeling should exist. 

Dr. K.: Well sir, I think it is better that our conversation 
close. 

/. Snyder: Good morning sir. Dr, K,: Good morning. 

April the twelfth day. I issued a circular letter addressed 
to the faithful who hold seatings in St. Mary's church. In this 
letter I gave notice to the people that, if the exercise of epis- 
copal authority could not be assured permanently of freedom 

^^ The space for name is left blank. The inference that the third was 
Father Patrick Kenny is quite probable; but the Bishop evidently had 
not the document at hand when he made the entry. 
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from the wrong interference of trustees, it is my purpose, in 
accordance with the statutes of the Provincial Council {of 
Baltimore, 1829] to interdict '" divine services in the church 
[St. Mary's]. 

April the sixteenth day. 1 received a letter from the trus- 
tees, signed by seven members of the board. The name of 
James Furlong did not appear among the signatures. Imme- 
diately I wrote to the Rev. Jeremiah Keilly and the Rev. 
Thomas Tolentino de Silva ordering that tomorrow, beginning 
at noon, all divine services must cease [in St. Mary's], to be 
resumed only when I shall so determine. I added, moreover. 
that any transgression of this order would, by the very fact, 
involve the sentence of suspension from the exercise of all 
priestly faculties. I wrote also to the trustees, submitting to 
them a form of agreement, which they were to subscribe. 

The following day, in the evening, came to me Archibald 
Randall and John Keefe. bringing the answer of six of the 
trustees (James Furlong had resigned as a member of the 
board, and Joseph Snyder, Junior, for some reason not known 
to me, did not sign his name to the letter). In this answer 
they say that they are willing to rect^nize myself and the Rev. 
Jeremiah Keitly as pastors [of St. Mary's] ; but they will not 
renounce in writing their pretended right to have a voice in 

" The reference is evidently to the eighth decree of the First Pro- 
vincial Council of Baltimore, 1829: " Praeterea, si plebs aliqua, ana 
congregatio, seu .^edituorum ccetus, seu alii quicumque aggressi fuerint 
aliqua raiione contra Praesulis voluntatem in Ecclesia quacumque reti- 
nere saeerdotem aliquem qui a Praesule non fueril approbatus, vel cuius 
facultates fuerint ablatae. vel qui suspensus fuerit (quamdiu non fuerit 
A legitimo superiore rehabilitatus), vel si congregatio ilia, seu Atdi- 
tuorum cietus molestiam inferat in suo munere obeundo alicui sacerdoti 
sacrum munus exercenli cum Praesulis approbatione aut subducat vel 
retineal consuetum subsidium ad illius sustentationem : Praemhs urge- 
»lw omnino ul turn demum inlerdicanl ifiortim Ecclesiam (quoadusquc 
lanto tnalo remedium afferatur), cum coetera omuia remedia inutilia 
*sse apparent. ..." 
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the naming of pastors. They have not presumed, however, to 
prove exjriicitly that they have such a right. I answered that 
I could not recall the order [of interdict] so long as they per- 
sisted in defending as a principle what the Provincial Council, 
with the approval of the Apostolic See, had denounced as an 
abuse of power. 

April the eighteenth day. Begins the interdict of divine 
services in the church of St. Mary. On this day likewise the 
trustees issued a pamphlet, which contains many statements 
that are not true. In it also are published my lelters to the 
board, and their replies. 

April the twenty-second day. I issued a pastoral mandate, 
in which I explained the reasons for the sentence of interdict 
[in St. Mary's]. 

May the sixth day, feast of St. John before the Latin Gate. 
I laid the comer-stone of the church of St. John the Evan- 
gelist in the city of Philadelphia. The purpose now in mind is 
to make this the Cathedral church. 

May the thirteenth day. Came seven members of the board 
of trustees into St. Mary's church and dismissed the sexton, 
Peter Snyder, because, being mindful of his duty to God, he 
was not heartily in sympathy with them. The bishop of Phila- 
delphia [Con well] was there with the trustees, and spoke to 
them for some time. It is said that he showed them a paper, 
which proved, as he claimed, his right to the exercise of epis- 
copal authority, and made me out to be a usurper. 

May the twenty-first day. I received a letter signed by five 
of the trustees of St. Mary's, namely, John Keefe, Edward 
Kelly, John McGrath, William McGlinsey and Archibald Ran- 
dall. In this letter they acknowledge that they have no right 
to interfere with the appointing of pastors, or rejecting them, 
or removing them. But they still claim a right to fix the 
amount of salary to be paid to the priests in charge; and 
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[moreover] a right to withhold payment in case the bishop 
were to abuse his power in appointing pastors, !n reply I said 
that I was pleased to see their declaration, pleased to note that 
they now disclaimed a right, which had been, up to the present 
time, wrongfully usurped by lay trustees. As to the question 
of fixing the amount of salaries. I explained that sudi deter- 
mination can not belong to lay trustees alone, but rather to 
the entire board, three of whose members are pastors of the 
church [that is, priests exercising care of souls]. Regarding 
this point, however, I told them that I felt confident that they 
would so use their right as to contribute a living support to all 
the priests in chaise. I called a meeting of the trustees to be 
held on the twenty-third day of May. But on the twenty- 
second I was taken ill with a fever, and the meeting was put 
off to the twenty-sevemh. Even then I was still too weak to 
be present at the meeting. At this meeting the board of tnis- 
tees approved the letter which five of their number had con- 
veyed to me. Three of the trustees were chosen to come to 
me, as representing t!ie board, to inform me of what had been 
done, and to present an earnest request to have the sentence 
of interdict recalled. I spoke to them [the three delegates] 
very plainly, pointing out that there was a clause [unsavory] 
in the letter [of the five trustees], which referred to the with- 
holding of priests' salaries. I told them thai they should have 
my answer the next day. On this day I revoked the order of 
interdict, and pubhshed a pastoral letter, in which 1 explained 
the reasons for my action: declaring however that, if the tem- 
poral support of the priests in charge should be withheld, I 
would without delay execute the decree of the Provindal 
Council on "Church Interdict "." 

June the second day (which was the feast of Corpus Christi). 
1 conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation in the church of 



'*Deeretum VlII of the ll 
See preceding note. 
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St. Josefrfi on about thirty boys and girls from the school of 
the Sisters of Charity. Rev. John Hughes has the supervision 
of this school. 

June the twelfth day. I blessed solemnly, according to the 
rite of the Pontifical, the cemetery of St. Michael's " in Ken- 
sington. About two thousand people, or more, were present. 

June the fourteenth day. I was taken again with a fever, 
which left me only on tlie eighteenth. 

June the twentieth day. I went out to Manayunk to rest 
and recover strength. During this time I enjoyed the hos- 
[Mtality of Mr. Jerome Keating. Mr. John Keating told 
me [on this occasion] of a place in Bradford County, which 
the French Emigrants called Asylum." One or two families 
there |he says] formerly professed the CathoHc faith. 

i83» — June tlie twenty-ninth day — I became formally an 
American citizen at Philadelphia. 

July the fifth day. I went to Wilmington [Delaware], and 
tlie day following I visited the Rev. Patrick Kenny in his 
home at Coffee Run, six miles out from Wilmington. Father 
Kenny's house is near the church of St. Mary, on an estate 
which is said to have been given to the Jesuits long ago by a 
Catholic lady, under this condition attached to the gift, that a 
Mass be celebrated there [in St. Mary's] once each month. 
The Rev. Patrick Kenny bought this same estate with his own 
private funds, and has now again sold a part of it. The church 
[St. Mary's] is built of wood, and. although new seats have 
been put in lately, it has the an>earance of neglect : the reason 
for this neglect is to be found in the fact that hardly a Catholic 
lives in the neighboring places around. Near the church is a 

" For corntr-slonc laying of St. Michael's, see .^pril 8. 183.I. 

** For an account of ihe Asylum venture, see "Tht Slory of Some 
French Refugees and Their ' Azilum '," by Louise Wells Murray, 
Corresp. Secr'y of Tioga Point Hist. Society; Athens, Penna.. 1903, 
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cemetery. Father Kenny has in mind to sell the house in 
which he is now living; with this in view he has already buih 
another across the way from his present residence, on ground 
which he still retains. 

July the seventh. I returned to Philadelphia: there an in- 
vitation awaited me to attend a meeting of the board of trus- 
tees [apparently that same evening]. I waited a full hour in 
the sacristy of St, Mary's after the time appointed, eight 
o'clock. The only members of the board present were Archi- 
bald Randall, John Keefe, John McGrath and Edward Kelly. 
Two being absent, we could not constitute ourselves a legiti- 
mate board meeting. A letter, purporting to come from a 
certain Mexican, addressed to .\. Randall as secretary of the 
board of trustees, was presented to be read. It was a petition, 
asking the board for permission to hold a musical entertain- 
ment (an Oratorio it was called ) in the churcli. The hand- 
writing was rec(^ized to be that of the Rev. Jeremiah Keilly. 
It seemed proper to nie. also to tlie other members of the board 
there present, to refuse this request. Beyond this [negative 
answer of the members present] I considered that this board 
meeting had no right to take any deliberate action on such 
affairs, which pertain to the whole corporation as a unit. John 
Keefe had something to say about salaries ; but nothing was 
done, since the meeting (on account of absentees] could not 
be legally a corporation meeting. Keefe said to me, as we 
were returning home, that it was his purpose to gel an order 
from this meeting to pay money (due] to me. My reply to 
him was that trust in divine providence is my wealth. 

In reference to the church in the town of West Chester, it 
is to be noted here that a fund of two hundred pounds was 
left as a legacy by a man named Kf.ahn. The interest of this 
amount is directed to be paid to the pastor of tiie church. If 
for two years there should be no pastor, then the legacy [prob- 
ably the interest] is to revert to the general fund. The Rev. 
George A. Carrell visits this church once a month, and he re- 
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ceives twenty-six dollars in silver every year, the interest in- 
come of this legacy from Joseph Snyder.** 

July the twenty-second day. A meeting was called of the 
board of trustees [of St. Mary's]. In order to be present I 
went to the usual place of meeting; but only Archibald Ran- 
dall and Edward Kelly came; therefore at nine o'clock P. M. 
we went home. 

July the twenty-third day. I announced from the pulpit 
[in St. Mary's] that I was intending to leave the city during 
the coming week to begin the visitation of the diocese; but 
that I would leave the Rev. Thomas Gegan, who is living in 
the priests' house at St. Joseph's, to assist Rev. Jeremiah 
Keilly in pastoral duties. But I gave a special instruction to 
him [Father Gegan] that I wished him in no way to relax his 
care, on this account, over the congregation [already] under 
his charge. 

August the first day. I received an invitation from the 
secretary [of the trustees], Archibald Randall, to be present 
at a meeting of the board on Tuesday (which was the next 
day) : but, as I had already fixed upon Tuesday morning as 
the time for my setting out on the Visitation, I was unwilling 
to make a delay. 

SECOND EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1831 

August the second day. I set out on the sacred Visitation, 
beginning with a long journey to the church of St. Patrick at 
Newry. I arrived at Lancaster in the evening, and lodged 
for the night with Rev. Bernard Keenan. The next day I 
reached Harrisburg, where I visited the Sisters of Charity, 
and saw the Rev. Michael Curran. The next morning at ten *• 

** Apparently the treasurer of the board of trustees at St. Mar/s. 
Sec entry of I>ecember 6th, 1831. 

"Affliif, hora 2 ante merid,, processi itemtn, et sub noctem vent 
Fluntingdonum, This may mean two o'clock in the morning, which 
was not unusual for stage schedules in the summer months. 
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o'clock I left Harrisburg. and reached Huntingdon after ni^t. 
The Rev, John O'Reilly was awaiting me there. The next day 
we went on to HoUidaysburg ; and finally arrive in the town 
of Ncwry on the sixth day of August. 

August the seventh day. I conferred the Sacrament of 
Confirmation upon six persons in St. Patrick's church, Newry. 

In order to settle a dispute which had arisen between the 
Rev. Thomas Heyden and the Rev. John O'Reilly, about the 
building of new churches and fixing their respective parish 
limits, I made the following disposition: — To the Rev. John 
O'Reilly-' I left the charge of the congregation of Newry; 
and I gave him permission to build a new church at Newry 
and another at HoUidaysburg. I also fixed the limits of hU 
pastoral charge, which includes a place called Greenfielb 
Township in Bedford County, another place known as Rov- 

aht's Fobge. Gap or Canoe Narrows in Huntingdon 

County, another place called Sinking Vaixev; and extending 
as far as the boundary hne of Cambria County. I left to his 
care also, for the time being, until I could appoint another 
pastor, all the remaining part of Huntingdon County, and all 
of Centre County. To the Rev. Thomas Heyden I assigne 1 
the care of the church of St. Thomas. Bedford, and tlie church 
in a place called Hahman's Bottom in Somerset Coimty, and 
these two entire counties [Bedford and Somerset|, excepting 
only the Catholics living in Greenfield Township, who belong 
to the Newry congregation. I gave printed forms to each of 

*' Not to be confounded wiih Rev. ]6hn Vincent O'Reillj', who was 
ordained to the priesthood Sept. 23, 1838: labored many years in Sus- 
quehanna and adjoining counties : founded St. Joseph's Collie, near 
Silver Lake, in 1852; died Oct. 4th. 1873- 

This John O'Reilly was ordained in T8a6 or 1827 (see LamtHng'a 
Researches. Jan. 1886. p. 93). In 1834 to 1837 he was at St. Patil's. 
Pittsburg (see entry of May Sth. 18,14: also June 2;, 1837). Later he 
joined the Conjugation of the Mission, and died at St. Louis. Mar. 4, 
1863. See Lamhing, !. c. 
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the two priests stating their faculties, and fixing the parish 
limits, as described above. Moreover I gave an order to tbj 
Rev. Thomas Heyden in virtue of holy obedience forbidding 
him lo exercise any function of the pastoral office in the con- 
gregation of Newry after the sixteenth day of this month. 
This charge he [Father Heyden] desired very much to retain. 
However, before issuing this order I gave him the choice, if 
he so wished, to go to Pittsburg and take the place of assistant 
pastor in St. Patrick's. This offer was not acceptable to him. 

With the single exception of him [Father Heyden] the ar- 
rangement for the two |>astors and the two lowns seems to be 
quite acceptable. The people at Newry are rejoicing because 
they are to have a priest in charge living resident in the town. 
The people of Hollidaysburg also are happy in the permission 
given them to build a new church in their town, which they 
think is sure to have a growing population because it is near 
the basin." The Catholic families living in Hollidaysburg 
and vicinity are few ; but in the town of Newry are thirty 
families [Cafhotic], and the whole congregation is said to 
number five hundred souls. 

August the eighth day. A day dark with continuous rain, 
I left Newry accompanied by the Rev. John O'Reilly, and in 
the evening we reached the house of John McMullen in a 
valley called Sinking Vali.ey, twenty miles distant from 
Newry. We were received with kindness by the wife of Mc- 
Mullen, who some years ago was brought" to the Cathdic 
faith 

[Here a leaf has been cut from the Diary, leaving two lines 
only at the top of pages twenty-three and twenty-four. The 
lines at top of page twenty-four read] : — 

*'"A large basin, formed by the waters of the Beaver-dam Creek. 
accommodateB ihe boals of the canal." Day's Collection, p. .171. This 
cvidcnll)> is the "basin" referred to by the Bishop. 

»»The verb has been cut from ihe leaf. 
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I wrote to Patrick Meally, Fliiladelphia, August the nine- 
teenth, 1831 : The same day I answered the letter of Rev. 
Th(Bna£ Gegan. 

[Here is the second gap of twenty-six lines from page 
twenty-four. Then follows] : 

.... Signed in a ]egai document [ittstruMiento] by five 
laymen, that is trustees, and their successors, whom the con- 
gregation has already chosen, though this power [of electing 
trustees] was not given {to the congregation] by the 'Legis- 
lature. I therefore advised them to draw up another deed 
[giving title to church property, evidently] in which the church 
would be held in my name for the use of the faithful. 

Patrick MeDermott is preparing to transfer to me, by deed, 
in l^al iomt, one acre of land in Derrv Township, West- 
moreland County, in order that the church erected thereon 
may be completed. This [land] is thus described in the writ- 
ten document : *' — " Part of a tract of land which the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania granted unto Andrew Strahan by 
a warrant for 161 acres and 73 perches, bearing date the 27th 
Sept', 1786, part of which tract the Commonwealth granted 
unto Robert Hartley by patent dated 23(?) July, 1821, en- 
roled in patent book H, vol. i8, p. 247, part whereof the said 
Rob't Harley (sic) conveyed unto Patrick MeDermott by deed 
dated 8 Aug., 1821, as it is now laid off and enclosed with a 
fence." 

*' " The tracts of land purchased by the Rev* Theodore 
Browers with his own money, and by his will of the 24th Oct', 
1790, bequeathed to a Roman Catholic Priest that shall suc- 
ceed me in this said place, to be entailed to him and his suc- 
cessors in trust, and be left by him, who shall succeed me, to 
his successors, and so in trust, and for the use herein men- 

'• The text of lhi» document is written in English. 
■' See account of this "Foun4alion" and its vidssitudes in Recowds 
A. C. H. Soc., vol. ni, pp. i42-i?3. 
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tiotied in succession for ever", are the following: — Tlie one 
whereon the church is erected lies on the 14 mile run, in Unity 
Township, Westmoreland County, and is called " Sportsman's 
Hall". It contains 313 acres, 8 perches, and allowance, and 
was i>urchased in 1790 for 475 pounds, from Joseph Hunter. 
The other tract, called "O'Neill's Victory ", lies on the Loyal- 
lianna Creek, Derry Township, in the aforesaid county, within 
six miles of the former tract. It contains 162 acres, 43 
perches, and allowance, and was purchased in the year 1789 
for £io6-7J-6rf from .Arthur O'Neill. 

The charter which constitutes the trustees [of these church 
lands] was obtained from the state Legislature by laymen in 
1821 : And the occasion for the charter was this: — The Rev. 
Charles Bonaventure Maguire having gone to Pittsburg to 
take charge as jrastor in that city, rented the estates [church 
lands] to his brother on a seven years' lease. They [the 
people] complained therefore that this (lease], being detri- 
mental to the land [its fertihty perhaps], wouW be an injus- 
tice to the future pastor. The Rev. Terence McGirr was for 
many years in litigation with them. I removed'- him [Mc- 
Girr] from llie charge for valid reasons, and sent in his place 
as pastor the Rev. James Ambrose Stillinger. Then the trus- 
tees proceeded to claim the exercise of a right granted to them 
by the Legislature. But as these lands were bought with the 
personal moneys of the Rev. Theodore Browefs, and left by 
will to the priests succeeding him in charge of the church, no 
mention whatever being made in the will of trustees, 1 made 
public announcement to the trustees, and to all the faithful of 
the congregation that, if they persevered in interfering with 
the renting of these lands, or otherwise disposing (of the fruit 
and income] of the same, their pastor would be taken away 
from them. This was generally satisfactory; the>' freeing 
not to meddle, and not to insist upon the right given them by 
the I^slature. 

"See under enlry of October itnh, t8,|o. 
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iAt^ust the twenty-fourth day. I gave Confirmation to <Hie 
hundred and six persons in the church which is buih at Sports- 
man's Hall. But as this is a wooden, frame structure, not fit 
ioi the congregation, I gave permission to the Rev. pastor to 
build a new church as soon as the legal title [to the land] could 
be freed from harmful interference of trustees. 

August the twenty-fifth day. Thirty persons were confirmed 
in the same church [at Sportsman's Hall]. After Mass I 
spoke to the cmigregation, proposing that they send a petition 
to the [state] L^slature asking for an act [a private statute 
it appears] which would secure to myself and the Rev. J. 
Amb. Stillinger, and our successors in the diocese, the right of 
control, as adminJstrants of these estates for the congregation. 
A little later nineteen [members of the congregation] sub- 
scribed a formula [of petition] which I proposed to them. 
The others all appeared also to agree with the {rfan proposed, 
especially since they expect now that a resident pastor will 
remain with them ; and they to(^ forward to the building of 
a new church and starting a school. As to the opening of a 
school, I told them that such was my desire, but I could 
make no prfunise. A pastor, however, should reside there, 
and this as soon as a decent building is erected. The public 
Irighway, which is comnumly called Dennistown koad, is the 
dividing line between the two congregations [Sportsman's 
Hall and O'Neill's Victory?]. 

August the twenty-sixth day. I arrived in Pittsburg; and 
the Rev. Charles Bonaventure Maguire gave me a deed de- 
scribing five lots in the town of Wavnesburc in Green county, 
which lots are transferred to the Rev. Patrick Lonergan. He 
showed me also letters, in which he [Father Lonergan] signs 
over these lots to the Most Reverend John Carroll. At the 
same time he [Father Maguire] reported to me that he had 
received letters from John B. Gordon asking to be authorized 
by the civil courts to sell one or two of these lots in order to 
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pay off a debt owing lo William GonJon and SinHMi Reinhart. 
This debt is said to amount to hardly more than one hundred 
dollars in silver currency. They have begun to build a little 
church in this town [Waynesburg] ; but the building is still 
without a roof. I promised that, if I could send a priest to 
take charge of Brownsville, he [pastor of Brownsville] would 
take care of this debt fat Waynesburg] ; Otherwise [if no 
priest could be sent to Brownsville], I would ask the Legisla- 
ture at the next session ^or authority to sell the lots. 

August the twenty-eighth day. Mr. William Byrne, who 
lives six miles from Pittsburg, told me that he wished to sign 
over to me by deed two acres of land to be used as a cemetery. 
I gave instructions to the Rev. Mr. Maguire to see that the 
deed was properly drawn up, also faculties to bless the ceme- 
tery. 

August the thirtieth day. I confirmed three girls in the 
chapel of the Sisters of St. Qare. On the same day came to 
me three Germans, a delegation representing three himdred 
and eighty- four Germans who live in Pittsburg, and in whose 
name they ask to have a German -speaking prie.st; but I was 
unable to grant their request. 

August the thirtieth day 1 wrote to Neil Gillespie," 
Brown s?ille. 

The same day to the Rev. John Piircell. 

The same day to the Rev. John Hughes. 

The same day to Louis Ryan. 

The same day to the Rev. Mat. Lekeu. 

August the thirty-first day. 1 wrote to the Rev, Michael 
Curran. 

The same day 1 wrote to the Rev. J. A. Stillinger. 

*• Possibly ore of the family of James Gillespie Blaine, who was 
born at Brownsville in ]8,w. and who. il is said, served Mass (or 
Father Michael GaltaghFr. Blaine's mother was a Gillespie and Cath- 
olic ; the (alhcr w.-is not a Catholic. 
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The same day I wrote to the Rev. J. Bradley. 

September the first day I went to the town of Butlilr. Near 
this town is a church under the invocation of St. Peter: The 
building is of stone. One acre and seven perches of land were 
given for the use of the church and a cemetery by Sara Col- 
lins, who, however, has reserved to herself and her family the 
right to be buried on the spot where rest the remains of her 
departed husband, in a comer [of the ground given], whicli 
she has had fenced off with a stone wall. The deed is made 
by her (transferring this land) to the Most Rev, Henry Con- 
well, Rev. Charles B. Maguire. Rev. Demetrius Gallitzin, Rev. 
Thomas Heyden, Rev. Patrick O'Neill, and their successors 

for the use of the congregation. Evans, the son-in-law 

of Sara Collins, also gave another acre of land; but the deed 
for this has not yet been drawn up. The interior of the 
church is not finished, and it has not been blessed. I per- 
formed no sacred functions in this church. Only a few Catii- 
ohc families live here [in the town of Butler] ; but there are 
many living scattered in the County, who come here [to St. 
Peter's at Butler], where the Rev. Patrick O'Neill visits them 
at rare intervals. His residence is at Buff.^lo Creek, sixteen 
miles distant. The deed of transfer, referred to above, was 
drawn up in eighteen-hundred-and-twenty-nine. and later it 
was entered in the public records of Butler County. 

September the fourth and fifth days. I administered the 
Sacrament of Confirmation in the church of St. Patrick near 
BuFF.\[X) Greek to about three hundred persons. I deferred 
the blessing of this church and the cemetery adjoining until 
the title to the property can be made secure by legal authority 
or by an act of Legislature. The right in question involves 
legal title to two hundred acres of land purchased by the con- 
gregation twenty years ago. and transferred to the bishop in 
trust [as sole trustee apparently] for the maintenance of a 
pastor. If this title is valid [in statute law], the question for 
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the congregation is easily settled by paying one hundred dol- 
lars in silver currency to the state treasury.'* I left instruc- 
tions in writing with the Rev. Patrick O'Neill directing him, 
if the state Assembly should require the chartering of a new 
corporation, to see that the title to the property be in my 
name and his own, and the names of our successors in the 
episcopal and pastoral offices. I gave him instructions at the 
same time to leave unchanged the other title, under which the 
church at Butler is held. I told him to ask for no charter from 
the Legislature to secure this title, because the trustees named 
could hardly act a.i a corporation. 

In regard to the church in the town of Freeport. in the 
same County, the title to which he [Father O'Neill] holds in 
his own name, no mention whatever being made of his holding 
it in trust, I informed him that it must be transferred by 
written deed as soon as possible to be held in trust by me. He 
gave me his promise that he would do as I directed; and, re- 
lying on his word, I blessed the church, as noted below. 

Eighteen years have pa.ssed since a bishop, Ec^n. visited 
this congregation, St. Patrick's, near Buffalo Creek. 

September the sixth day. I gave Confirmation to eighty- 
three persons in the house of Michael McCullock, a very good 
man, in the town of Lawrenceburg, in the same County [But- 
ler], sixteen miles from the church. No bishop had ever 
visited this place before, and few Catholics live there; but on 
this occasion the faithful came [to Lawrenceburg] from a place 
called Si.jppKRV Rock, and other places twenty-six miles away. 

On the same day we returned to the church of Si. Patrick 
[Buffalo Creek] : and the next day we went on to Freeport. 
which town is eighteen miles distant (from Buffalo Creek]. 

September the eighth day. 1 blessed the church [at Free- 
port] under the title of the Nativity of the Most Holy Virgin ; 
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I also blessed the cemetery and confirmed thirty-nine persons. 
To this number are added those who came the following day. 
[The number of " the following day " has been ontitted in the 
manuscript, evidently an oversight, J 

The pastor, Rev. P. O'Neill, has the esteem of the pet^le: 
his ministry extends as far as Erie Connty, a ministry, surely, 
of strenuous labor. 

September the eleventli day. I conferred the Sacrament of 
Confirmation upon one hundred and twenty-eight persons in 
the church of St. Patrick, Pittsburg. After Vespers, at four 
o'clock P. M., I read to the peof>le the decree of the Council 
of Baltimore (first Provincial Council of 1829, decrel. \'] ; 
and I urged them strongly to provide for the transfer of title 
to church properties of St. Patrick's and St. Paul's so as to 
have them vested, as in trust, in my name, as the bishops had 
decreed. At the same time I staled to them that I would not 
bless the church of St. Paul, or permit any sacred function 
therein, so long as title to the property was not made secure, 
in stwne way that I couid approve, and in accordance with the 
mind of the bishops. I told tliem also that if they should pre- 
sume to get a charter from the Legislature [incorporating 
trustees] for either one of the churches, 1 would proceed 
against them with the punishments of Church I-aw. 

September the thirteenth day. 1 wrote in answer to a letter 
of the Rev. James Bradley. 

The same day I wrote to the Rev. John Cornelius Van Der 
Braak. 

The same day I wrote to Patrick Mealley. 

September the twentieth day. Five laymen, resident of 
Pittsburg, signed articles of agreement, by which it was ar- 
ranged that the property of the new church, St. Paul's, is to 
be held in my name for the use of the congregation subject to 
ceftain conditions, the chief of these conditions being that the 
lemporal [financial] administration of the afiairs of the church 



64 DIARY AND VISITATION RECORD (iSji) 

should be left in the hands of five laymen ; these laymen (how • 
cvcrj to be chosen by the bishop. Many other [laymen] of 
the same congregation signed their names to another distinct 
^reement, which was of the same general tenor as the above, 
but with the conditional clauses left out. 

On the same day 1 executed a commission given me by 
authority of the Apostolic See in favor of the Nuns of St. Clare. 

The next day [September 21] I left Pittsburg, and did not 
reach Brownsville until the twenty -fourth of September, the 
little steamiboat hardly moving.^'' In this town is a neat little 
church, which was built by the Rev. Pat. Rafferty. Few Catii- 
olics live in this town ; but, in the Countj', Fayette, the number 
is quite consideraMe, also the number, scattered, in Green 
County. The church [at Brownsville] is burdened with a debt 
of three hundred dollars, and a little more. 1 exhorted the 
faithful, and they subscribed enough to pay the debt. 

September the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth days. I con- 
firmed forty-six persons [in the church at Brownsville appar- 
ently]. 

October the second day, which was Sunday — I blessed the 
church at Gettysburg, imder ihe invocation of St. Francis 
Xavier I blessed also the cemetery adjacent to the church. 

At the same time I gave [clerical] Tonsure to Patrick Reilly 
[and] Jesse Augustine .'Kughinbaugh, promoted to the order 
of deaconship Edward Josepli Sourin [and] Francis Xavier 
Gartland, and ordained to the priesthood Thomas R. Butler. 
The Rev. John B, Purcell, Rector of the Seminary, Mount St. 
Mary's near Emmitsbnrg. delivered the sermon. Five other 
priests were present, and a very great number of people. 

October the third day. I went to Baltimore, and remained 
over night in the Archbishop's [Whitfield's] house. He [the 
Archbishop] counseled me very strongly to have nothing to do 

■^NavicuU vapori^vix procedente. 
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with the trustees on the question of salary for my temporal 
support. The Rev. Mr. Debarth" gave me the same ad- 
monition. 

October the fiftit day I returned to Philadelphia. I remained 
over night with the Rev. Michael Hurley. The [next?] day I 
spent with the Rev. Jeremiah Keilly, and remained there the 
following days. On the same day [October 6th evidently] I 
rented a house from Eugene Commiskey for a yearly rental 
of two hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

October the seventh day. The son of Joseph Snyder offered 
to give me one hundred and fifty dollars, on condition that I 
would acknowledge in writing that I accepted the same as 
payment of one quarter of my yearly salary, due since the 
twenty- seventh day of August. I refused the money. 

November the sixth day. I conferred the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on about thirty-five persons in the town of 
Manayunk. 

November the seventeenth day. I went to New York; and 
the twentieth of the same month I preached " in the cathedral 
church of St. Patrick for the benefit of the orphan Asylum. 

November the twenty-second da)'. I returned to Phila- 
delphia. 

December the sixth day. I went to Joseph Snyder, the 
treasurer of the trustees of St. Mary's church, and received 
from him four hundred and fifty dollars in silver currency, a^i 
payment of salary up to the twenty-seventh day of November. 
In no way. however, did I approve what the trustees did in 
this transaction. I took the money for the sake of peace. 

" Apparently Adolphus Louis de Barth, Administrator of the dio- 
cese of Philadelphia 1814 to 1820; in charge of St. John's, Baltimore, 
i8a8 to 1838; died at Georgetown. Oct. 13th. 1843. 

*'Or lectured. 
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December the thirtieth day. The txxiy of Stephen Girard 
was brought to the church of the Most Holy Trinity, with 
great funeral pomp. The free masons (commonly so called) 
were maicing a great display in honor of their [departed] 
brother. They wore a uniform vesture about the neck, were 
decked out with gems [medals or pins], and walked in public 
procession. When I saw them coming into the church thus 
adorned, I refused to go on with the [burial] rite of the 
Church, and the body was buried without the presence of a 
priest. I did permit interment in consecrated ground •* for 
this reason chiefly: he had been baptized a Catholic, he never 
renounced [formally] communion with the Church; and, when 
taken sick, death stole upon him unperceived. It is right to be- 
lieve that in other circumstances [if he had been conscious of 
approaching death] he would have asked for the ministry of a 
priest. But, judging from what was told me later on, it ap- 
pears clear that he had rejected the very principles of [re- 
vealed] faith, and divested himself of every thought of re- 
ligion. He was bom of humble and poor estate ; as a boy he 
left his native place, Bordeaux, served time as a merchant 
sailor, and became very wealthy, so that he was counted to 
have controlled more wealth than any other individual in the 
United States, at the time of his death. 

»• The body of Girard was removed to Girard College in January, 
1851. 
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THIRD EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1833 

February the foiineeiitli day. I left Philadelphia for Leb- 
anon, where 1 administered Confirmation to eighty-nine per- 
sons in the church of St. Mary on the fifteenth [of February). 
The sermon was delivered in German by the Rev. Father 
Boniface Corvin. S.J., who visits this congregation once every 
two months on account of the Germans, who are very numer- 
ous here. The Rev. Michael Curran comes every month [from 
Harrisburgl to attend to the English-speaking member.'! of the 
congregation. Peace and ptely rtonrish here. Sixty persons 
received Holy Communion on the day named above; ami very 
many, a number not less [than sixty] on the days preceding. 
There are about five hundred souls in this congregation. Father 
Boniface |Corvin] told (me) that, even during the week, every 
day, when he is here, the faithful Germans come to the church 
to receive the Sacraments, i promised the said Father [Cor- 
vin] that I would visil the congregation at Goshenhoppen the 
first Sunday of May or June. 

On the same day [Feb. 15 apparently) I went to Harrisburg. 

February the seventeenth day. 1 appointed the Rev. Patrick 
Leavy to take charge of the congregation of the Most Holy 
Trinity in Huntingdon County, and also of Si. John's at 
Bellefonte." 

February the nineteenth day. I gave Confirmation in the 
church of St. Patrick, Harrisburg, to about sixty-eight persons. 
I preached in the morning and in the evening. A great multi- 
tude of people was present; among them was Governor Wolf 

^"Pnlchrifonle. 
*• Middleloni. 
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and many members of tlie slate Legislature. About forty of 
the faithful approached Holy Communion. 

February the twentieth day. 1 granted permission to the 
Rev. Michael Curran to build a little church in Middletown," 
Dauphin County. 

February the twenty-first day, I visited the congregation 
of St. Peter's in Elizabethtown in Lancaster County. More 
than twenty received Holy Communion at the Solemn Mass, 
of which the Rev. P. Leavy was celebrant. I gave the charge 
of this congregation to the Rev. Michael Curran, as the pastor 
of St. Mary's at Lancaster has not the time to take care of it. 
This church was built of stone in the year seventeen hundred 
and ninety-nine. Title to the church property is held *' 

February the twenty-second day. I returned to Philadelphia. 

February the twenty-third day. By a letter from the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop of Boston I understand that the Bishop of Phila- 
delphia ( Conwell ) has some new " designs. 

March the fourth day. I visited the congregation of St. 
John the Baptist, in the town of Trenton " in the state of 
New Jersey. I confirmed forty-nine persons; and seventy-five 
received Holy Communion. Religion is strong here under the 
prudent care of the Rev. Thomas Gegan. The number of 
Catholics resident in this town and vicinity is not large. But 
just at present there is a great number of Irish Catholics, who 
are employed on pubhc works. The church property is held 
in the name of John Baptist Sartore, who. however, is now 
preparing to convey the same to me, to be held by me. in trust, 
for the congregation. The church is still burdened with debt. 

*' One line of space has been left here, which was never filled in. 
Titulus est penes. . . . 

" Nova MoHri. 

•'The MS. has been corrected here; and corrected reads: ''in the 
borough of Bloomsbury, near Trenton ". 
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which the pastor, however, hopes to pay off, depending mainly 
on the generons contributions of the workingmen. 

My companion on this journey [to Trenton] was the Rev. 
William Whelan," who came here on the second day of 
March from the diocese of Bards town. 

April the eighth day. I dedicated the church of St. John 
the Evangelist in Philadelphia, according to the rite prescribed 
for a simple blessing. The Rev. John Power from New York 
delivered the sermon. 

April the sixteenth day. I granted, on request, that the 
Rev. George A. Carrell shoidd retain charge of the congrega- 
tion at Wilmington. The occasion for this was that 1 had 
transferred him lo the congregation at Manayunk; and the 
faithful then [at Wilmington] petitioned me most insistently 
to allow him to remain there. They tell wonderful things of 
his Apostolic zeal, and his good life. 

May the ninth day. Assembled in the Cathedral church of 
St. Mary, in accordance with letters of invitation which I had 
sent them, all the priests of this diocese, with the following 
exceptions — the Rev. Paul Kohlman, S. J., and the Rev. Peter 
William Beschter. also S.J., who could not come by reason of 
their great age and infirmity; the Rev. Father Charles Bona- 
venturc Maguire. of the order of St. Francis, and the Rev. 
Demetrius A. Gallitzin, who were excused on account of their 
advanced years and failing health. The Rev. Terence McGirr, 
the Rev. John Fitzpatrick and the Rev. Mr. Cummiskey [dia 
not attend], as they have not now the care of souls. There 

"See April 7th. 1837. Father Whelan is at St. Mary's, and later 
sent to Pittsburg. See also entry of Dec. tst, 1835. There William 
Whalen is assigned to the charge of St. Francis Xavier's. But when 
the church was dedicated. June 6th, 1841, Father Rafferty is named as 
rector: In the Directories for 1842. 1843. 1844. Rev. Wm. Whelan, the 
same nsme, apparently the same man, will be found located at Buffalo. 
N. Y. 
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was a spiritual retreat of three days in preparation for the 
opening of the synod on the thirteenth of May. The Rev. Ji^m 
Cornelius Van der Braak, confined to bed by sickness [could 
not attend] : the Rev. Father Boniface Corvin, who iiad come 
to Philadelphia on the eighth of May. requested [and ob- 
tained] permission to go to Georgetown College, where he had 
to attend to some affairs with his superior, expecting how- 
ever to return in time for the synod. 

May the thirteenth day, 1832, the synod was opened, and oa 
the fifteenth day of the same month its work was finished. 

CONTINUATION OF THE THIRD EPISCOPAL 
VISITATION. 1831 

May the eigliteenth day. I set out on my journey, to Polts- 
vill [first], and on the twentieth I gave Confirmation in St. 
Patrick's there lo one hundred and thirty persons. .Mbout the 
same number received Holy Communion. Religion is flour- 
ishing in this congregation under the care of the Rev. Edward 
McCarthy, S.J., to whom I had given " temporary charge 
Title to this church properly remains still insecure. About the 
end of the year eigliteen hundred and twenty-seven the Rev. 
John Fitzpatrick bought a plot of ground from John Potts for 
one hundred and fifty dollars in silver currency, the same to 
be used for a church building and a cemetery; the said John 
Polls granting (apparently by gift] another plot of ground for 
the same purpose. This money remains still unpaid; and 
legal right to the property is not conveyed by a deed drawn up 
in proper form. There is a written agreement [only] between 
the buyer and the seller, in which the two said lots [described] 
on Manantango Road are assigned to Rev. John Fitzpalrick 
for tlie use of a Catholic Cliafiel. 

May the twenty-fourth day. I arrived at the home of Ed- 
ward White near Derwent Lake in Susquehanna County. At 



"See above— Sepwrnber Gth. 18.10. See 
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his request [Mr. Edward White's) I wrote to the Rt. Rev. 
Andrew Ryan, bishop of Limerick, asking him to find a priest 
[in the diocese of Limerick] who would be willing to take 
charg:e of this congregation. I closed my letter in the^e 
words : *' — The situation in question possesses no allurements, 
save those which men of Apostolic zeal and disinterestedness 
discover in laborious duties; but the gentleman above alluded 
to [evidently Mr. White] assures me that a competent, though 
moderate support shall not be wanting, .^ny clergyman, whom 
your Lordship shall Judge to have the requisite quahfications, 
will receive from me the pastoral appointment on producing 
your Lordship's letter. 

1 agreed to allow the chapel or church in the town of 
Friendsville. Susquehanna County, to be dedicated to the ser- 
vice of God. as soon as Mr. Rose, on whose land it is built, 
should convey lo me that same land by legal transfer in writ- 
ing. This he (Mr. Rose] promised to do in the presence of 
Edward White. I determined that this church shall be dedi- 
cated to God under the patronage of St. Francis Xavier. 

May the twenty-seventh day. I gave the sacrament of Con- 
firmation to twenty-six persons in the sacristy of a church *' 
which was built under the care of Rev. Mr. O'Flynn." who 

'• What follows here is written in English, evidenlly a copy word 
for word of a part of the letler to the bishop of Limerick. 

" Near Silver Lake; sec entry of June 20, 18,14. 

" A sketch of Rev. Jeremiah Francis O'FIynn is printed in The Irish 
Ecclesiaslicai Record, Dec. 1915. PP- 60.1-609. He was bom 1788, Tra- 
lee, Ireland; entered the Community of La Trappe, iSio; volunteered 
for mission in the WesI Indies. iStj. In i8t6 he was released from 
Trappisi vows and seni to Australia with powers of Prefect Apostolic; 
labored among ihe prisoners of state in Tasmania, but incurred sus- 
picion of government and was ordered back to England. In 'March, 
1830. he was again in the West Indies. In 1824 he was in Philadelphia. 
and passed thence to Silver Lake, where he acquired the land on which 
the church was built. The Rrst Mass was celebrated in this churdi b; 
Father O'FIynn. Oct. z. 1828. He died Feb, 8. iSji- 
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died, however, before he could finish the building. The 
ground, on which this church stands, he [Father Jeremiah 
O'Flynn] left by will to his sister, whose name is Fitzgerald, 
and to her children. The faithful therefore are unwilling to 
contribute money to complete this church building so long as 
title to the estate remains in the name of her [Mrs. Fitz- 
gerald] and her children. They indeed profess their willing- 
ness to convey the church and cemetery to me in legal form. 
Bui the statute law is in the way; for some of the children of 
this lady are still very young, and the law will not allow the 
disposing of property of minors. 

On the same day, after finishing the visitation, I went on to 
Montrose, which town is about thirteen miles distant from 
the church [at Silver Lake]. The next day I went to Wilkes- 
barre," about fifty miles from Montrose, intending to pro- 
ceed on the day following to the town of Milton. From the 
town of Wilkesbarre I wrote to the Rev. William J. Qancy. 
who has charge of the congregation at Silver I^^ake and also 
at Carbondale,+ 

May the twenty-ninlh day. I proceeded on my way to the 
lown of Berwick, and the next day to the town of Danville, 
where I was met by the Rev. John J. Curtin. pastor in charge 
of the church of St. Joseph at Milton. 

May ihe thirty-first day, which was the feast of the Ascen- 
sion of Our Lord, 1 gave Ihe Sacrament of Confirmation to 
one hundred and thirty-two persons in the said church [St. 
Joseph's, MiltonJ. About the same number received Holy 
Communion. This church, a frame structure, was built about 
twenty years ago. Title to the property remains in the hands 
of the Jesuits. Tlie house, in which the pastor lives, was built 
by the Rev. John Fitzpatrick on land which lies next the 

" Apparently there was no church in Wilkesbarre at this rime. See 
entry of ScpL ?th, 1836, where Mass is said in the home of widow 
Gorman. 
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church, and which also belongs to the Jesuits ; a parcel of two 
acres, which a certain Catholic conveyed to them as a gift. 
The faithful have only words of praise for the virtue and 
xeal of their pastor: and yet they confess that they are unable 
to support him [to contribute enough for his Hving]. 

June the first day. I celebrated Mass in the house of James 
Spring, who lives midway between the church [St. Joseph's, 
Milton] and the town of Northumbria, seven miles distant 
from each place. He [Spring] showed me the will which he 
had drawn up, and wherein he has left all the income of his 
estate, after the death of his wife, for tiie use of the church 
and the support of a pastor. 

On the same day I arrived at Northumbria,'* and I granted 
permission to the Catholics living there and in the vicinity to 
have a cemetery of their own in the town. There are two 
lots, one of which was given by some person to have a church 
built on it, the other, as is reported to me, was bought by the 
Jesuits. Title to this [second lot] is thought to be with them 
[the Jesuits] ; but as lo the other, I do not know in whose 
name it is held. The will of the donor, who is dead now 
twenty years or more, is in the records of Lancaster County, 
which formerly comprised this town; there [in the Recorder's 
Office of Lancaster County] search should be made, if ever a 
church is to be built in the place. At the present time very 
few Catholics indeed are to be found in these places. In a 
place called Selinsgrove, which is twelve miles from Milton. 
the Rev. John Fitzpatrick began to build a church on ground 
which he bought [for the purpose). The walls of this build- 
ing still want a roof, the very small number of the faithful 
who live there being unable lo supply the money to finish the 
building. He [Rev. John Fitzpatrick, apparently] says that 
he is to transfer title to me, I did not, however, consider the 



'° Probably N orthuiuberiaud, i 
branches of the Susquehanna. 
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subject one of great urgency, since there is hardly any possiWe 
use for the building. He also agrees now to transfer*' to me 
title to the church which he built in the town of Pottsville: 
but the money, he claims, which he paid for the building of 
that church was (personally] his own, independent of the 
offerings of the faithful, and he insists that the people of the 
congr^ation [St. Patrick's, Pottsville] must pay it. The 
affair requires a careful, conscientious examination. I have 
left the investigation of it in the hands of those who are im- 
mediately interested. 

June the second day. I arrived at Reading, and, the same 
day, Josepli Atlgaier being my companion on the way, I pro- 
ceeded to the estate and church in Goshenhoppen Township, 
Berks County. This church, [sacred] to the name of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, was built, at Ihe latest, before the 
year 1765 : for in that year, in the Baptismal Record " kept 
there, the Rev. John Baptist de Ritter, S.J.. has written: " ^S 
Julii BapiizmH in templo ". It is not improbable that the 
church was built many years earlier, when the Rev, Father 
Theodore Schneider, S.J.. was still living. He [Father Schnei- 
der) lived there from 1741 to 1764, taking under his care all 
the surrounding regions. Maxetani, Magunchi, Tulpehocken. 
Haycock, even l*hiladelpliia, and [missions] in the state of 
New Jersey. But it is certain, from the Register referred to 
above, that for some years he [Father Schneider] celebrated 
Mass in a private house, even on Christmas Day and the feast 
of the Most Holy Trinity. 

This old church built of stone and the priest's house and a 
farm of over four hundred acres of land are held in the name 
of the Jesuits. At present the Rev. Father Boniface Corvin, 

" See above— entry of Sept. 8th. 1830; also May i8th. iBja. 

"The record of Baptisms 1765-1785 at Hoshenhoppcn and its mis- 
■tons has been printed in American Cath. Hist. Soc Rf;cords, vol 3, 
1888 to i8pi, pp. .103 to 353- 
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[S.J.] who was bom in Poland, is resident here. He is a man 
rmowned for zeal and piety, and his influence extends over 
the lives of others also. 

June the third day — two hundred and twenty [persons] were 
signed with the [sacramental] seal of Confirmation, of whom 
very many also received the Holy Communion, besides a great 
number of others, who approached to receive Holy Eucliarist 
with much manifest faith and devotion. I celebrated a Solemn 
Mass on this occasion, the Rev. Edward McCarthy, S.J. being 
deacon, and Rev. Falher B. Corvin, S.J. subdeacon, 

June the fourth day. Two were confirmed, and thirty-nine 
received the Holy Communion, in addition to the three hun- 
dred and fifty who had received the previous day. On the 
same day I returned to Philadelphia. 

June the eighth day. 1832. I bought the land and the house 
formerly occupied by Mr. Rodrigue;"' later I left this in the 
hands of Patrick Mealy, who had made tlie purchase for me. 
The same day I also bought a church built by the Episcopa- 
hans in the town of Mantua ; °* but, by reason of delay on the 
part of those who sold. I could not close the negotiations of 
this purchase. 

"^The Catholic Herald of Sept, 19, 1844, notices the death of Mr. 
.\ndrew Rodrigue, Sept. 11, 1844, for many years resident in Phila- 
delphia, at Ebensburg, Cambria County, aged 85 years. 

'•Mamua 13 described as: "A Tel. & R. R. Station on |ihe main 
line of] the Pennsylvania R. R.", in Walling and Gray's Alias of Penn- 
sylvania, 1872, and marked on the map about Fortieth street. In Scharf 
& Westcott's History of Philadelphia, vol. II, p. 1356. is a description 
of St. Mark's church, later (1851 J St. Andrew's, which seems to cor- 
respond to the property here in question. Ti is described at 36th and 
Sycamore streets (no* Fairmoum .Avenue); was built in 1810: was 
later "unused", later still "sold by sheriff", and finally burned; but 
was rebuilt as St. Andrew's in 1851. The translator is informed, how- 
ever, by residents of West Philadelphia that the church building is now 
removed entirely, and that its site has been occupied by dwellings for 
the past twenty-five years. 
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June the eleventh day, which was Monday within the octave 
of Pentecost, 1 confirmed about fifty in St. Mary's, the cathe- 
dral church. 

June the twenty-sixth day, 1832. I received into my own 
house Patrick Bradley, as a student of the Seminary. He 
had come here from the diocese of Derry in Ireland, bringing 
letters of recommendation, and dimissorials also, which how- 
ever the bishop did not sign ; but the secretary, by order of the 
bishop, signed his name on a separale card. 

September the tweniy-second day. I conferred the Sacra- 
ment of Confirmation on forty persons in the church of St. 
Peter in Wilmington [Delaware]. I delivered a sermon 
[there] on charity and giving to the poor, for the benefit of 
the Orphan Asylum, which is under the care of the Sisters of 
Charity. Three Sisters are [here] taking care of six orphans, 
and at the same time conducting a school, which is not suc- 
ceeding so well as it deserves. The Rev. George A. Carrell has 
lately bought a house in his own name for twenty-seven hun- 
dred dollars, to be erected [remodeled?] for the use of the 
orphans ; but the money has not yet been paid. 

During the epidemic of the Cholera [1832] Mr. Jesse Bur- 
den, a man of very good qualities, one of the Directors of the 
Poor House, requested [me] in the name of the [other] Di- 
rectors to obtain for them the services of at least eight Sisters 
of Charity to take charge of those who were afflicted with 
the dread disease. The Rev. John Hickey. superior of the 
[Mother] House. St. JosejJi's. Emmitsburg, agreetl lo ihe re- 
quest : and, displaying an example of heroic fortititde, with 
certain peril to their lives, the Sisters [thirteen] took 
charge of the pest-stricken patients in that Hospital."" Four 

*s In Dr. C. I. While's Life ok .Mothek Setos ( Dunigan. New York, 
'^^3). P- 448. it is stated thai thirteen Sisters were seni, who volun- 
teered their services al the firsl request of the Philailclphia authorities. 
The " ResoUilions " of the "Board of Guardians of the Almshouse at 
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Others of the Sisters gave their services in other hospitals. 
The Rev, Father Michael Hurley turned over for the use of 
the pi ague- stricken a house near the church [St. Augustine's, 
Fourth St., between Race and Vine]. The other priests 
proved their character and their strong virtues, caring for the 
sick in the exercise of tlie sacred ministry ; while non-Catholic 



PhiUdelphia " are printed in the Appendix oE this same Life, pp. 315- 
516. qtioted from Niles' Registes, June 1, 1833. 

'■ Philadelphia. Mav 30. 1833. 

" At a meeting of the Board of Guardians, the following preamble 
and resolutions were adopted : 

■' Whereas, A written communication has been received by this 
Board from the Rev. John Hickey, Superior of the Sisters of Charity, 
intimating, for reasons therein stated, that it is his intention (o recall 
the sisters now in the .Almshouse as soon as this Board shall have had 
time to supply their places; and whereas it ts proper that some testi- 
mony should be borne to (he zeal, fidelity and disinterestedness which 
these amiable philanthropists have exhibited ; therefore. 

" Retotvid, That this body entertain a deep, lasting and grateful 
sense of the generous detotedness, the serene and Giristian kindness. 
and the pure and unworldly benevolence which have prompted and 
sustained the Sisters of Charity attached to this institution, during the 
trying period of pestilence and death, and afterwards in the midst of 
constant suffering and disease. 

"Resolved, That the invaluable services of these amiable women 
have been productive of lasting beneHt to this institution, in the ad- 
mirable and energetic measures which ihey have introduced for the 
relief and comfort of the sick and afflicted, and entitle them to the 
warmest thanks and gratitude of the whole community, which has been 
benefited by their labors. 

" Resolved. That this body, in parting from the Sisters of Charity, 
regret that the rules and habits of the order lo which the sisters be- 
long do not admit the acceptance of any reward, as it would give them 
pleasure to bestow such a testimonial as mig-ht serve partially to express 
the grateful feelings whicli they entertain. 

"Resolved, That in permanent testimony of 
gard, the above resolutions be recorded in the m 

Primed from Niles' Recistei. June 1, 1833. 



feeling in this re- 
:es of this Board," 
Life of Mothei 



SrtoK by C. I. White (Dunigan, 1853), PP. 5iS-S'6. See p. 82, below. 
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ministers generally fled from the city. The Directors of the 
Poor House were most profuse in acknowledging their appre- 
ciation of the Sisters of Charity, and they made the request 
to keep them permanently in charge of the sick. These things 
took place during the months of August and September [1832]. 

CONTINUATION OF THIRD EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 2839 

September the •• day. I set out from Philadelphia 

for the work of the visitation. 

September the thirtieth day. I confirmed one hundred and 
three persons in the church of St. Peter, Elizabethtown. The 
Rev. Michael Curran, pastor of St. Patrick's church, Harris- 
burg, visits this mission once each month. He is preparing, 
with my consent, to have the church enlarged, and made fit to 
accommodate the faithful. 

October the fourth day. I blessed a new church in the town 
of Qearfield under the patronage of St. Francis of Assisium. 
This church was built under the direction of the Rev. Patrick 
Leavy, pastor of Holy Trinity in Huntingdon, by the contri- 
butions mainly of Irish workingmen. I also gave Confirma- 
tion to twenty-three [in the same place and time, apparently]. 
The land, on which the church is built, together with the 

cemetery next the church, is the gift of Mr. Boone: 

by this gift, in the instrument of transfer, the title passes to 

the bishop. '^ The number of the faithful in this 

town is small: but many [Catholics] from Alsace and south- 
em France °® have come here, and are living scattered through 
the County, especially in a place called " Grampion Hills ", 
where I granted permission to have a small wooden church 

•• Date is blotted. 

^^ Space is left in the manuscript and not filled in. 

*• Sec below, entry for August 15, 1835, note. For Mr. John Kcat- 
ing's part in bringing the French to Qearfield, see Day's Historical 
Collections of Pennsylvania^ edit 1843, p. 233. 
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erected. The owner of the land there has promised to give 
one hundred acres, on condition that the church be built. 

The faithful who live in the town of Bellefonte are very 
eager to have a priest resident there, who could have charge 
of both *• congr^;ations, and, as they think, would have ample 
support [from the two places]. 

October the seventh day. I confirmed fifty-two persons in 
the church of the Most Holy Trinity in the town of Hunt- 
ingdon. 

October the ninth day. I confirmed eight persons in the 
town of Williamsburg ; I also blessed the cemetery. By writ- 
ten instrument the title to the property "^ was transferred to 
me together with the Rev. John Hughes and John Reilly.** 

October the tenth day. I confirmed fifteen persons in St. 
Patrick's church, Newry ; and one other on the following day 
in the same place. 

October the fourteenth day. I confirmed one hundred and 
thirteen in the church of St. Patrick in Ebensburg, and thir- 
teen the day following in the same place. T also blessed a 
cemetery. The title [to the cemetery ground] remains, it is 
safd, insecure. The faithful have bought a house for the resi- 
dence of their pastor. He [the pastor], Rev. James Bradley, 
says that this is to be transferred to me, to be held in trust. 
He is held in high esteem by the people. 

October the sixteenth day. I confirmed sixty-one in the 
church of St. Joseph in a place known as " Hart's Sleeping 
Place '\ and nine others on the day following, in the same 
place. I also blessed a cemetery. The faithful here wish to 
give thirty acres of land for the support of the pastor. They 

»• Both referring evidently to Bellefonte and Clearfield. 
•® The cemetery ground apparently. 
•1 Probably Rev. John O'Reilly. 
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promise that this land shall be legally transferred to be held 
in trust by me. The number of Catholics is small here; but 
they are remarkaUe by reason of their zeal for religion and 
integrity of morals. 

October the eighteenth day. I confirmed one hundred and 
sixty-one in the church of St. Michael, Loretto. The title to 
this church [property] is insecure ; for Michael McGuire, who 
gave the ground, made no written deed for it. The pastor, 
Rev. Demetrius A. Gallitzin, thinks that from the fact of very 
long possessi(Hi title is now legally established [by prescrip- 
tion]. The following day [Oct. 19] I ccMifirmed sixty-two 
persons in this same church. 

October the twenty-first day. I Messed the church of St. 
Patrick in a {dace called Cameron's Bottom. The people who 
are living on the [church] land, by name O'Neill and Leonard, 
promise that they will get off before the first day of January. 
Title to the property belongs to the " Wilcox " •*• heirs near 
" Old Chester ". 

October the twenty-second day. I celebrated Holy Mass in 
the house of George Sweeny, near the town of Indiana. 

November the sixth day. I confirmed seven persons in the 
chapel of St. Clare near Pittsburg. 

November the eighteenth day. I confirmed one hundred in 
St. Patrick's church in the same city. 

November the twenty-fifth day. I confirmed forty-three in 
the church of St. John the Baptist, in a place called Harman*s 
Bottom, in Bedford County. This church was built by a Mr. 
Riddlemoser,*^ who also gave the ground. 

November the twenty-ninth day. I confirmed twenty-five in 

•I* Hacrcdcs " Wilcox " propc " Old Chester ". 

•*Scc above, entry for October 17th, 1830; also June 13th, 1807. 
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the church of St. Andrew, in the town of Waynesburg, in 
Franklin County. 

November the thirtieth day. I confirmed twenty-five in 
Christ's church in the town of Chambersburg. 

December the second day. I confirmed thirty-five in the 
church of St. Peter,*** in a valley, which is known as " Path 
Valley ", in Franklin County. This church was -built thirty 
years ago. It is visited once each month by the pastor at 
Chambersburg. 

December the third day. I gave [clerical] Tonsure and the 
Minor Orders to James Quin, Minor Orders only to Patrick 
Keilly, and Tonsure, Minor Orders and Subdeaconship •* to 
John McQoskey and John Reilly, in the church of St. Francis 
Xavier, Getty^urg. 

December the fifth day. I returned to Philadelphia. 

*^This church is referred to as St. Ferdinand's in the Directories 
of the time. See also below, in the entry for June 17, 18149. 

*' It is quite unusual to confer Minor Orders and Subdeaconship on 
the same day. This John McCloskey probably is the future Cardinal 
He was a student at Emmitsburg iSap to 1833 ; was ordained priest at 
New York, Jan. 12, 1834; made Bishop of Albany, 1847; Archbishop 
of New York, 1864; first American Cardinal, 1875; died Oct. 10, i89S- 



February the ninth day. The trustees of the cathedral 
church [St. Mary's] gave charge of the school connected with 
the church to the Sisters of Charity. 

April the seventh day, which was Easter Sunday. A great 
number of the faithful approached to Holy Communion. 
More than four hundred were counted in the cathedral alone 
on Easter Sunday. 

Monday of Easter week — four adults received the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism in the church of St. Joseph, and three hun- 
dre<l and sixty were there confirmed, many others also re- 
ceived Holy Communion. 

On the same day at four o'clock in the afternoon was laid 
the corner stone of St. Michael's church. Eight priests were 
present with me at the ceremony and four clerics [students], 
and a very •* great number of the faithful. 

May the twenty-sixth day, which was Pentecost Sunday. I 
confirmed one hundred and ten in the church of St. John the 
Evangelist. 

About the end of the month of May the Rev. Mr. John 
Hickey, superior of the Sisters of Charity, decided that they 
[the Sisters] were not to remain in charge of the Poor House 
any longer. The Sisters, therefore, gave up this charge, after 
having earned the very highest commendation •* for their 
services. 

** Innutnera fidelium turba. 

•B Laudibus quampluribus commendatae. See note 58 above. 
82 
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FOURTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1833 

July the sixteenth day. I left Philadelphia, Father Hurley 
going with me. We both were very eager to see the Rev. 
Thomas Gegan, who had been taken sick while on his way to 
the city [Philadelphia], and was detained with the pastor of 
the church of St. Patrick in the town of Newry. But we were 
disa]>pointed in our hope of seeing Father Gegan; for when 
we reached the town of Hollidaysburg, we learned that he had 
given up his soul to God on the fifteenth day of the month, 
and was buried at Ebensburg on the seventeenth. As we were 
going on to Pittsburg the news reached us [also] of the death 
of the Rev. Father Charles Bonaventure Maguire, of the Order 
of St. Francis, who had been the pastor of St. Patrick's church 
in Pittsburg. He died on the seventeenth of this month [July] : 
a man of true worth: all, Catholics and non^^tholics, sor- 
rowed at his death, and spoke well of his good life. 

July the twenty-second day. We celebrated an anniver- 
sary •• Mass for the soul of the most Rev. Michael Egan, 
O.S.F., the departed bishop of Philadelphia, commemorating 
by a special prayer also the Rev. Father Charles Bonaventure 
Maguire, of the same Order, and the Rev. Thomas Gegan. 
The Rev. Father Michael Hurley, O.SiA., sang the Mass. 

July the twenty-third day. I granted permission to build a 
church in a place thirteen miles fr<Mn Pittsburg: the permis- 
sion, however, to be used in accordance with the statutes of 
the diocese. 

July the twenty-eighth day. I blessed solemnly a cemetery 
near Pittsburg. Title to this property is held by me in trust 
for the congregation. 

July the twenty-ninth day. I set out [from Pittsburg] for 
the town of Brownsville, and reached there the next day. 

** Bishop Egan died July 22, 181 4. Apparently this Mass was cele- 
brated in Pittsburg. 
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August the first day. I went on the way to the town of 
Jefferson in Green County. The Rev. J. A. Stillinger came 
with me, also Wilham Gillespie " and Mr. Thomas Fletcher. 
The last named lives in that place [Jefferson] ; and 1 learned 
that, in accordance with instructions given him by me a year 
ago, he had made careful search, and found one of the cred- 
itors of the church who alleges that two hundred and fifty 
dollars are owing to him: the other creditor [he says] has not 
yet appeared before him to make a claim. He also [Mr. Flet- 
cher] reported to me that the church in the town of Waynes- 
burg "" is in good condition. 

August the fourth day — after the exercises of the Jubilee 
during four days, a large number of the faithful approached 
to receive Holy Communion in St. Peter's church, Browns- 
ville, in order to meet the needs of the faithful, the Rev. J. 
A. Stillinger promises that he will visit this congregation 
[Brownsville] four times a year. But, as to the sick, the 
Rev. Mr. Hocrner. .pastor of the church in the town of Wheel- 
ing, outside of this diocese, offers to attend to their wants. 

August the eleventh day. I blessed a new church under the 
invocation of St. Patrick in the town of Newry; and I con- 
firmed forty persons [in the same church]. 

August the thirteenth day, 1833. 1 returned to Philadelphia. 

«' Probably of the family of the mother of James Gillcapic Blaine, 
who was born at Brownsville, 1830. His mother was a Gillespie, and 
a Catholic. James Gillespie Blaine was baptized a Catholic; and the 
translator is told that Fr. 'Michael Galla^er, who was in charge ai 
Brownsville from 1837 lo 1844, used 10 speak of "Jimmic" Blaine, 
the boy who served Mass at Brownsville, then in Congress from 
Maine. Father Gallagher entered the Novitiate O. S. A. at Villanova, 
Aug. 15, 1848; made his profession the following year; was at St. 
Augustine's, Philadelphia, during the fifties, and died at St. Mary's, 
Lawrence, Mass., 1869, Aug, 25. 

•" Waynesburg, in Greene County. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE FOURTH EPISCOPAL 
VISITATION. 1B33 

August the twenty-fourth day. I left the city again lo con- 
tinue the work of the visitation. 

On the foUowii^ day [August 25] I visited the congregation 
of St. John the Baptist near the mount called Haycock in 
Bucks County. This day was Sunday, and I gave the Sacra- 
ment of Confirmation to about [65] "■ persons. The church, 
which is of stone, was built many years ago; and title to the 
property is said to be held by an old man named McCarthy, 
who holds it in trust, it is said, for the congregation. (But I 
discovered later that the title is in the name of the .\rchibiBhop 
of Baltimore)." 

Very many of the people are German-born ; the greater 
number born [here] of German parents speak the German 
language. To provide for them, therefore, on the occasion of 
this VisiutitMi, I left the Rev. Mr. Henry Herzc^, from the 
diocese of Munster in Germany, and lately ordained " by me, 
to take charge as ]«stor. I gave to him also the care of all the 
faithful living in Bucks and Northampton Counties. 

For one entire week before my coming [to Haycock] the 
Rev. Francis Guth, who has the care of souls in the city at the 
church of the Most Holy Trinity, labored strenuously lo have 

" The number had not i>een filled in in the MS. I have supplied it 
from the Catholu Herald o( Sept. 26, 1833, where it is also stated that 
She class for confirmation had been prepared by Fathers Gurii and 

"■These words within curved brackets are apparently a later entry, 
written between the lines of the original entries. 

" In the Catholie Herald issue of July 4, 1833, is this notice: " Sun- 
day next (July 7} the Sacred Order of Deaconship will be conferred 
in the Cathedral at seven o'clock A. M. on Mr. Henry Herzog." I have 
been unable to find notice of his ordination to the priesthood; but on 
page IIS of the Herald, issue of July i8lh, it is stated that "several 
articles have been crowded out thii week ", possibly the ordination item. 
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the people prepared to receive the Sacraments. During this 
time a number ^^ . . . approached to receive the Holy Eucha- 
rist. Father Guth preached to the people in German before me. 
The Fathers of the Society of Jesus have been visiting this 
congregation since the year seventeen hundred and forty-five. 
They came here from Goshenhoppen. But I do not know how 
it is that the title to the land where the church is built is not 
held by them. It was on this account, however, that the Rev. 
Father Edward McCarthy was unwilling any longer to attend 
this mission. 

August the twenty-seventh day. I celebrated Mass in the 
town of Easton, in the house of Mr. Michael Kavanaugh. 
There is no church in this place. I conferred the Sacrament 
of Confirmation cm '* . . . perswis. The Rev. Mr. Francis 
Guth, who had come with me [to Easton], preached in German. 

August the twenty-ninth day. I arrived at the town of 
Carbondale in 'Luzerne County, and I remained in this place 
five days. The place has its name from the coal [carbones] 
which is dug out of the mountains and hills in the vicinity. 
Very many Irish Catholics are engaged in this work. There 
is a church built of wooden frame four years ago. This time 
corresponds almost with the origin of the town. The ground 
[for the church] was given free by the corporation or asso- 
ciation known commonly as The Lehigh Company. 

[Here an entire leaf (pages 45-46) has been cut from the 
Diary.] 

^* The sixteenth day. A meeting of the trustees^* 

was held, and an occasion was found to present some opposi- 

^* A space has been left blank for the number of communicants, but 
not filled in. 

^* Space has been left for the number, but not filled in. 

f* The month is left out 

" Probably St. Mary's. 



OF BISHOP KENRICK (1833) 87 

tion, ^because the income of the church was not sufficient to 
support the three priests who are now living there. In order 
to remove every pretext [for a quarrel] I declared to them in 
the name of my brother, that he [my brother] is willing to 
give the two hundred dollars which they [the trustees] are 
wont to contribute yearly for the support of a poor priest from 
the Island of Madeira, who, being an exile for a number of 
years, exercises sacred functions in the said church [St. 
Mary's]. The meeting was closed without taking any definite 
action. 



lEisiftrnt l|tttiilrrii anil Qllrirtg-fmsr (1834) 

FIFTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. iB$^ 

[Eight lines have been cut from the leaf (pp. 47-48). On 
the margin remains 1834. After the excision follows] : — 

I requested Matthew Lekeu that either he himself or Father 
Elias [Helias], who lives with him in the house near Qme- 
wago Creek, should some times during the year bring them the 
consolations of religion. The Rev. Patrick Dwen, the pastor, 
also declared that he wished to be relieved of the care of the 
Carlisle congregation. Father Lekeu brought me also to visit 
Father William Beschter, who lives near " Pigeon Hill "/• 
or, as others call it " Paradise ", in York county. Father 

Beschter lives on an estate and in a house which Mr. 

Brandt gave to the Jesuits. The widow of Brandt is still living 
in the house. The faithful in this vicinity, who are quite a 
considerable num!ber, attend services of religion in a chapel 
erected in this house. 

April the twenty-seventh day, which was the fourth Sunday 
after Easter. I celebrated pontifical Mass in the church of 
Most Sacred Heart near Conewago. The Assistant Priest was 
the Rev. Father William Beschter, S.J. ; Deacon, the Rev. 
Father Ferdin. Elias [Helias] ; subdeacon, the Rev. Father 
Michael Dougherty. After the Mass I gave Confirmation to 
about two hundred and eighty persons. After Vespers, cele- 
brated with solemn chant, I gave the Absolution of the dead 
according to the form prescribed in the Pontifical. 

"f^Prope ** colUm columbarum,** From later entries it will be ap- 
parent that the " Pigeon Hill " church and the chapel in Paradise town- 
ship, in the Brandt manor, are two distinct places. 
88 
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(Here again are the eight lines cut from the folium, pp. 
47-48-] 

May the fourth day. We dedicated a churcli in Pittsburg 
under the invocation of St. Paul. 

May the fifth day. I wrote to John Morrins,"" Morrins- 
ville, Butler Co. The same day I wrote to Lawrence Morgan, 
Erie. 

When I blessed the church of St. Paul, the Rev. Mr. Hughes 
preached to the peofrie; and the Rev. Mr. Reilly." whom I 
appointed pastor, celebrated the Mass. The Assistant Priest 
was P. A. F. Van de Weijer, Rev, Mr. J. A. Stillinger was 
Deacon, Rev. Mr. F. Masquelet. subdeacon. The building of 
this church was begun in eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, 
when the Rev. Father Charles Bonaventure Maguire, O.S.F,, 
had charge of the congregation. In face of many and great 
difficulties the Rev. Mr. John O'Reilly brought the work to a 
successful completion. His zeal deserves admiration. It has 
been agreed between the leading men of the congregation, to 
whom the work of building the church was entrusted by the 
faithful, and myself, that the property is to be signed over to 
me, to be held in trust. The agreement is already drawn in 
written form, but not complete, because the actual owner of 
the ground whereon the building is erected is away. For the 
rest, as I am dependent upon the sincerity of the people and 
their promises in good faith, I did not wish to put off the 
blessing of the church. 

[The following note has been written between the lines of 
the above, evidently before the bishop left Pittsburg.] 

In fact the whole affair has been finished, before my de- 
parture. 1 left the documents, however, to be entered in the 
public records; so that the written instruments [of transfer] 
are not yet in my possession [actually]. 

'•• Later written Murrins. 

" Probably Rev. John O'Reilly. 
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May the fifth day. We appointed, by letters, the Rev. Mr. 
John O'Reilly to be pastor of the church of St. Paul in the 
city of Pittsburg ; and we gave him all the rights and faculties 
of the pastoral charge, to continue until otherwise determined. 

[Here again six lines are cut from the leaf, pp. 49-50. 
Then follows] : — 

. . . Paul,^* namely, six laymen, to 'be named by me, to- 
gether with the priest, as president of the board, who shall 
have the regulating ^* of everything according to rules, which 
rules are to be approved by me. Having in mind the needs •• 
of the Germans, I appointed The Rev. Mr. Francis Masquelet 
to have pastoral charge of them, as he knows their language. 
The church ** is not, however, to be considered, therefore, a 
church of the Germans. The affairs of both •* churches were 
set in order with the clearest evidence of harmony and good 
will. 

May the eighth day, which was the feast of the Ascension. 
I confirmed one hundred and ninety persons (about) in the 
church of St. Paul: among these was Wilfrid W. Fetterman, 
a lawyer of repute, who was converted to the Faith some few 
years ago. Sixty boys and girls also received First Holy Com- 
munion. The Rev. Mr. James Ambrose Stillinger spoke to 
the children on this occasion. The sermon to the people both 
in the morning and in the evening was delivered by the Rev. 
Mr. John Hughes. 

»» Pflw/f. 

^•Thc relative who here refers to the seven: "Qui iuxta regulas a 
tne probandas omnia moderabuntur ". 

«« " Utilitate prae oculis habitat 

»^ Evidently the "church** referred to, and the trustee arranfement 
mentioned above. ** for the regulating of everything according to rule* **^ 
point to St. Patrick's, Pittsburg. 

•2 St. Paul's and St. Patrick's, Pittsburg, most probably. 
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May the eleventh day, 1834. I held the visitation in the 
church of St. Mary of the Nativity in a town called Freeport. 
After the Mass celebrated by the Rev. Mr. Francis Maurice 
Masquelet, who had come with me from Pittsburg, the com- 
panion of my journey and sharer in the labors of the visitation, 
I confirmed four persons. The next day ten others were con- 
firmed. About one hundred also received the Holy Eucharist 
during the three days that I remained in this town. Present 
at the Mass on Sunday, in citizen's dress, was the Rev. Patrick 
0'Neil.+ 

[Here again occurs the gap of six lines cut from the leaf, 
pp, 49-50. Then follows :] 

... .1 refused to take his right hand extended to me in 
token of friendship. I lodged in the house of Andrew Easly 
[perhaps Early]. 

May the thirteenth day. I set out from the town of Free- 
port for the church which is near Buffalo Creek, in Sugar 
Creek Township, and reached there in the evening. 

The next day I went to visit the sick and those broken •* 
down by years. Then for five days following I heard confes- 
sions in the church of St. Patrick [Buffalo Creek]. More than 
two hundred and fifty approached Holy Communion, and 
nearly ninety were signed with the Holy Chrism on Sunday, 
which was the feast of Pentecost, On Monday I blessed the 
cemetery solemnly according to th^ rite prescribed by the 
Roman Ritual. Everything being now done, [leaving Buffalo 
Creek] we arrived at the town of Butler on the following 
Wednesday, which was the twentieth day of the month. [This 
journey was made] through the kindness of Mr. Red, who 
brought us in his own carriage,'* and would accept no pay for 
the service. On the way there came to meet us Peter Duffy, 

•• Aegrotos ct senectute fractos visitavi. 
•* Rhcda. 
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who holds the office of Prothonotary,**^ and he took me to his 
own house to lodge. 

While I was staying at Buffalo Creek it was very cM, ice 
formed, and on the fifteenth of May there was a fall of snow. 
Fruit was killed in the bloom ; and all have great fear for the 
planted crops in the fields. 

May the twentieth day. I wrote to the Rev. Thomas Hey- 
den telling him that I felt very grateful for his having so 
promptly accepted the care of the congregation at Chambers- 
burg. 

The same day I wrote to the Rev. James Bradley, and I re- 
quested ** him to visit once each month the congr^;ation of 
St. Thomas in the town of Bedford, and St. John's in the {riace 
called Harman's Bottom, until t could make some other pro- 
vision [for these two missions]. 

On the same day I wrote to my brother enclosing dimissorial 
letters to Henry Fitzimmons,'^ who, while he has strong vir- 
tues, yet, by reason of failing health, is forced to leave the 
seminary, and go back to his home country [Ireland]. 

May the twenty-third day. I gave to the Rev. Terence 
McGirr charge of the congregation of St. Joseph in the place 
known as " Hart's Sleeping Place ", also St. Patrick's in a 
place called " Cameron's Bottom " : The charge to continue so 
long as I judged it proper. I declared, moreover, that it was 
my wish that he should exercise no faculties within the limits 
of any congregation under the care of another pastor, without 
the permission of the priest of the place: and that he should 

•8 Probably in those days a County office. The Recorder of deeds 
and county records. 

•• Hortatus. 

•' Henry Fitzimons was ordained to the priesthood in St. Mary's, 
Aug. 15th, 1836: evidently the same. 
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not [exercise faculties] in any place that is assigned to the 
charge of no one in particular without my special permission.*' 

May the twenty-third[ ?] "" day. I wrote to the Rev. D. A. 
Galiitzin informing him of the charge of two congfregations 
given to Rev. T. McGirr. 

On the same day Mr. Evans conveyed by written deed an 
acre of land which lies adjacent to the church of St. Peter in 
the town of Butler lo be held by me in trust. 

The visitation [at Butler] continued for five days. About 
sixty received the Sacrament of Confirmation. One hundred 
and fifty received Holy Communion. On Sunday, which was 
the feast of Holy Trinity, I blessed the church and the ceme- 
tery. The Rev. Mr. Van de Weijer was present. 

[May] the twenty-sixth day. I wrote to the Rev. F. X. 
Gartland. On the same day 1 set out for the town of Mor- 
rinsville,"" going twenty miles through the woods on horse- 
back. My guide on the way was a Mr. Keating, who keeps 
there a tavern"' and a general store. I celebrated Mass in 
the home of Mr. Morrin near the town (which contains only 
four houses). Mr. Mornn's house is recently buih, and not 
yet finished. Thirty-five persons received Holy Communion: 
Thirty were confirmed. A large number of the faithful ex- 
pected to receive Holy Communion; but they had broken the 
fast, thinking that they would have the opportunity of receiv- 
ing the following day. But we had that same afternoon to 
take the stage on the way to the town of Centreville. We 
passed the night making this journey [in stage-coach J , and at 

*"The bishop is evidently trying in this instruction to safeguard the 
pioneer parish rights of Father Galiitzin. 

** The second number has been changed, and is liardly decipherable. 
It appears to have been 23 changed to 27 or 26 (twenty-seven or 
iweoty-six). 

'• Murrinsville{?). 

•' Diveriorium et mercium officinam tenet. 
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seven o'clock in the morning we reached the town of Mead- 
viLLE. No Catholic was known to us living in this town. 
And, though we offered to pay, no one would take us in a 
heavy wagon ^^ to the Catholics, who live sixteen miles distant, 
near Cussewago Creek. Therefore we started out on foot, 
hoping to find, perchance, some Catholic on the way. When 
we •* had walked two miles we met Edward Tinney and 
Sweeney, who brought horses for us to ride. We re- 
mained in the home of Miles Tinney, who has been living 
here thirty-four years. 

The next day, which was the feast of Corpus Christi, wc 
celebrated Mass in a church lately built of the trunks of trees 
[round, unhewn logs]. The church still wants windows, and 
has no door. From the occasion of the feast [Corpwis Christi] 
I gave it the name Christ's Church, though I put off the 
solemn dedication of the building for a later occasion. Three 
persons received the Sacrament of the Holy Chrism : they had 
gotten notice of the visitation only two days before. Thirty- 
five received holy Communion: seventeen infants were bai>- 
tized. The next day we said Mass in the home of Mr. Tinney, 
as the church was hardly more fitting, because the wind** 
was blowing through the openings [the apertures left for win- 
dows and the door]. 

At nine o'clock [in the morning] we left [Cussewago Creek], 
and, the first hour after noon, we reached a congregation of 
the faithful [a Catholic settlement] near Elk Creek, in Erie 
County, twelve miles from a town,®'* in a place that some call 

•*Ncmo fuit, qui, prctio oblato, nos plaustro vcheret ad Catholicos. 

•• The bishop uses the plural form here, though it is not clear 
whether or not Father Masquelet was still his companion in this ex- 
cursion to the northwest. See Freeport, and the eleventh of May 
ahead, page 91. He seems to have gone to Buffalo Creek alone. 

»* Venfo per aditus Hante, 

•5 This may mean twelve miles from the town of Erie. 
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" New Germany ". About thirty families are living here, of 
whom three are of Irish ori^n; the others are from Germany, 
or rather from Alsace. We stopped with Augustine Roesch, 
a man of wonderful failh. The following day we celebrated 
Mass. and thirty-five received Holy Communion. Six were 
confirmed. In the evening [of this same day] we reached the 
town of Erie, and we remained in the house of Mr. Erhart, 
He [Mr. Erhart] had died the day before, and the body was 
still unburied. 

During the evening of the same day. the thirty-first of May, 
1834, I wrote to the Rev. Mr. John Reilly." Among other 
things I gave him this rule; "' — " No Clergyman not attached 
to some diocess [diocese] can. in any circum. stance, preach, 
say Mass, or exercise any other sacred function within this 
diocess, without my express permission ". 

On the same day I wrote in answer to the Rev. F. Van de 
Weijer. 

The same day I wrote in answer to the Rev, Mr. James 
Bradley, 

June the first day. We celefcrated Mass in the house of 
Wolfgang Erhart, in tlie town of Erie. A great number of 
Germans and Irish came there to hear Mass. Seventy re- 
ceived Holy Communion: Forty were confirmed. It will be 
necessary to have a priest stationed here, to have the care of 
the faithful scattered throughout the County. In the evening 
I preached in the Court House."' 

June the second day. The second hour after midnight [two 
o'clock in the morning] we took the stage for a journey of 
thirty-six miles to Meadville. As there was no stage running 

•' Probably O'Reilly of Pittsburg, pastor of St Paul's. 
"The "Rule" is written in English. 

*' Curia. I am iranslating this "Court House," though where the 
place was, was not the CounI; Seat, ii means probably the Town Hatl 

or Assembly Rooms. 
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[scheduled] this day over the road which leads to Franklin, 
we had to remain in a tavern until the next day. During the 
day I baptized three infants [or children], whose parents, Mc- 
Guire by name, had brought them a distance of twelve miles 
to the westward from the town. I baptized [these children] 
in the home of a poor widow named McBride. And [tlie 
next] morning I baptized ten other infants, the children of 
French and German parents, in a place which they call a 
"Lecture Room"." This [Lecture Room) some men, non- 
Catholics, [named] McGaw, Potter and Selden, freely offered 
to me for use on this occasion. The wife of McGaw is of 
French parentage, but does not now profess the Catliolic 
Faith. And there is hardly a man to be found in the town 
who will call himself a Catholic.""' Six miles lo the eastward 
[from town] i.s a settlement of twenty-three French families. 
Many of these, when they heard of our coming, hurried to the 
town, bringing their children to be baptized, and expecting to 
be present at the celebration of Mass. Bnt there was no place 
fit to celebrate Mass."" They give evidence of faith and piety, 
and they promise that they will build a church of wooden 
frame : then the Rev. Mr. Francis M. Masquelet will visit them 
at stated times during the year. To the westward from the 
town twelve or fourteen miles live some German and Irish 
families. Some protestant men invited me to remain over the 
day, and preach for them; but. as I had to take the stage. I 
could not accept their invitation. 

About five o'clock '"■ on this day, the third of the month of 
June, we arrived at the town of Franklin, which is twenty-four 
miles from Meadville. The driver, yielding to our earnest 



'* Written out in English with quotation-marks, as 1: 
'o'Ncc uUus vix reperinir in oppido qui se Catholici 
'•' Copia loci in quo celebrari opportune posset not 
'" Evidently the afternoon. 



m nunnipet 
tail. 



' request, consented to go on [tliat night] to Shippenville,"" 
whicii place we were very eager to reach before the next day, 
for we had sent word to the Germans and Irish hving near 
that place that we would be '"* with them on that day. We 
reached this town [Shippenville! the second hour after mid- 
night [two o'clock in the morning) ; then walked a distance of 
seven miles through the woods, to the home of Mr. James (or 
Jacob] Eiseman [or Eiserman], where we celebrated Mass on 
this day, confirmed twenty-four persons, and gave Holy Com- 
munion to twenty.'"" About sixty families [Catholic] are 
known to be living in this settlement. 

The fifth day of the month [June], 1834, having made a 
journey of twenty-four miles on the previous day, we cele- 
brated Mass and gave Confirmation in the house of Solomon 
Seipel near Red Bank in Armstrong County. Ten cmly re- 
ceived Holy Communion: twenty-five were confirmed. About 
twenty families are living in this neighborhood; and. although 
they are of German '™ parentage generally, they use the Eng- 
lish language. I gave permission to these people to build a 
church; as 1 also gave permission to the people living near 
Shippenville, of whom I spoke above. 

We set out on our journey this same day, going seven miles 
on horse-back, then, taking the stage, we went twenty-five miles 
[to Brookville?]. In the town of Brookville. which is the 
County Seat of Jefferson County, are only two Catholic 
families. 

We arrived at Curwinsville '"' Saturday morning at seven 

"•'Usually Shippensville in the Gazetteers and Directories of the 
[ tiiinies of last centuries. 

'* Eo die eoetum sacrum apud eos habendum. 

'" Very probably there were Confessions also to be heard. 

• Ex Oermanicis orlac . . . plereque maioribus. Aoglico tamen 



'' Usually Curwensville. 
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o'clock, and there met us Rev. Patrick Leavy ; with him were 
Joseph Boone, the Prothonotary, and Joseph Schnell. After 
breakfast, we were taken six miles in a wagon,**^* which a 
protestant gentleman named James Peterkin, who lives at 
Bellefonte, loaned us. The driver was John Dc^jp, who proved 
himself very kind to us. The next day, which was Sunday, 
we confirmed ten in the church of St. Francis of Assisium 
[Qearfield?] : *"* Thirty received Holy Communion. The 
church still wants four windows. This is owing either to the 
poverty or the neglect of the faithful, who arc few in number 
in this town and its vicinity, and are not much burdened with 
the goods of this world. There is danger that the building be 
ruined, if it remains in this condition over [another] winter. 
This is the more to be regretted because it is a neat "• build- 
ing and large, accommodated to the future growth of religion : 
and it is the only building in the town destined for religious 
services of any kind. 

Another church is now being built of round logs "^ near 
Grampion Hills in this same County, fourteen miles from 
the town [Qearfield?]. Only a few Catholic families live 
there, who came here from Ireland: Another is to be buik 
near Frenchville in the same County, for the accommoda- 
tion of the French, of whom twenty-three families are num- 
bered there. I could not go out to visit these [French fami- 
lies], as I had wished to do. 

The Rev. Francis M. Masquelet preached in French and 
German. 

June the ninth day I delivered a sermon in the town of 
PhilHpsburg, in a house ''* which is for the use of any of the 

io«Rheda. 

^•» See October 4th, 1832. 

110 Pulchrum et amplum. 

'^*Ex arborum truncis. 

*^2 In (lomo qua sectae quaecumque utuntur. 
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sects. Nearly all my hearers were protestants : for aside from 
Doctor Rodriguez"* [Rodrigue?] and one or perhaps two 
women, there is hardly a man in the place who has the name 
of being Catholic."* 

June the eleventh day. I gave the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion to about forty persons in the church of St. John Baptist "* 
in the town of Bellefonte. Thirty received Holy Communion. 
The Rev. Patrick Leavy has beautified this church recently by 
the addition of a [new] Tabernacle, a Baptismal Font and 
Confessional. 

June the twelfth day. We were taken by wagon "• to a 
town called Jersey Shore,*" in Lycoming County, thirty 
miles or more from Bellefonte. 

The next day I baptized an infant — George Thomas Baker, 
the son of a Catholic woman, Catharine Elsen and her hus- 
band, a non-Catholic, Abraham Baker. She is the only person 
in this town who professes the Catholic religion. 

June the fourteenth day, 1834. At seven o'clock in the 
morning we reached the town of Milton, forty-three miles 
from Jersey Shore. The next day, which was Sunday, I con- 
firmed forty persons, about, in St. Joseph's church near Mil- 
ton. Nearly one hundred received Holy Communion. The 
Rev. John Fitzpatrick has the care of this congregation. On 
Saturday, before midnight, passed out of this life Susan, the 

**' Probably one of the Philadelphia family Rodrigue. The Catholic 
Herald, Sept. 19, 1844, has notice of the death, at Ebensburg, Cambria 
County, of Andrew Rodrigue, aged 85, Sept. 11, 1844, "for many 
years resident in Philadelphia". 

*** Vix ullus Catholicum ibi praeseferat nomen. 

*^» Probably a slip of the pen. Elsewhere St. John's, in Bellefonte, 
is named the Evangelist. 

^^•Rheda recti 

**^ For origin of name Jersey Shore, see Day's Collection, p. 454. 
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wife of James Spring.'" She had come that same day to the 
church to receive the Sacraments, not strong indeed, but with 
no thouglit of immediate death. I celebrated the Mass of 
requiem [funeral] and performed the usual burial rites on 
Monday. She was converted to the Faith two years ago, after 
having lived with her Catholic husband for twenty-nine years. 
A great number of carriages,"" and a multitude of people fol- 
lowed [the body] in funeral procession. 

June the sixteenth day. We started on the journey from 
Milton, through Northumbria,'-" Danville, Berwick, Witkes- 
barre, about one hundred and twenty miles, to Carbondale, 
reaching there the evening of the following day. 

[Jnne] the nineteenth and twentieth days. 1 cclebrateJ 
Mass [at Carbondale?]. and baptized eighteen infants. About 
forty adults received the Holy Eucharist. On the twentietii 
day [of June] came"' the Rev. Mr. Arthur Wainwright,'" 
who, at my request, came promptly in order to help me in tlie 
remaining work of the Visitation. He deserves indeed much 
to be praised for his humility and his remarkable zeal during 

iiB See above, June first, 1832. 

"* Rhedarum — wagons would be a more aecuraie translation both as 
to the term rheda and the «« of country towns in the thirties. Tbey 
were likely strong farm wagons. 

'^"Evidently Northumberland. 

' = ' Aderal. Arthur Wainwright evidently came here from Baltimore, 
where he was at the Cathedral according to Directory of 18J3. 

'"From a notice in The Truth Teller, Sept. is. 1832. p. 303. it ap- 
pears that Father Wainwright was a promoter, probably an editor of 
Thr Laity's Directory, begun in 1833. The notice is an appeal for 
inforniation to make up the Directory: and a request for support, and 
the future sale of the publication projected: with the promise thai 
" the price of the work shall never exceed 25 cents ''. The notice Cf>n. 
eludes ; "AH communications addressed to the Rev. Arthur Wainwright, 
at the Cathedra], Bahimore, or to James Myres, will be thankfully re- 
ceived". Father Wainwright died at Pottsville, May i, 1839. See after 
entry of May j6ih, iSjg. 
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those days when he was my companion in journeyings and 
latwrs.'" 

June the twentieth day, toward evening, having taken tlie 
stage, we passed over a road, rough and mountainous enough, 
thirty miles to the town of Montrose. The rest of the way, 
ten miles [to Derwent Lake?], we made the next day. In the 
home of Mr. Edward White,'" near Derwent Lake, I learned 
that the people are looking forward to have the little frame 
church, which has been erected in Friendsville. otherwise 
Middletown. chiefly at his [Mr. White's] expense, blessed on 
the following day. The church is built on ground ''-"' conveyed 
to me by Mr. Rose. I yielded to their exi>ectations, and 

'"^ Magna morum humilitatc, r.elo etiam praeclaro, laudes plunmas 
meruit per eos dies per quos ilineris et laborum comes fuit. 

"' From a lelter of ihe Ven, Sister Mary Francis Xavier (Byrne), 
of ihe Immaculale Heart Convent, Pillston, who was born in Susque- 
hanna County, to the translator, March ii, 1916, the following notes 
are gathered : Edward White settled in Susquehanna County in 1823 ; 
was the agent of Dr. R. H. Rose, who was interested in 100.000 acres 
of land (cf. Day's Collection, p. 621). Mr. White's wife was Bridget 
Griffin, sister of the Irish writer and poet. Gerald Griffin. Mr. White 
contracted for and built the lirst Catholic church in Friendsville. Pal- 
rick Francis White helped his father to lay the foundation of this 
church, but died August 19, 1831. He was the lirst to be buried in the 
Friendsville cemetery. Bridget White, wife of Edward White, and 
Patrick and Ellen Griffin, parents of Mrs. White and Gerald Gritfin, 
also are buried in this cemetery. 

Mr. Edward White was the father of James White. Justice of the 
Superior Court in the city of New York, who died June 13, 1867. Two 
of his (Justice James White's) daughters, Ann and Geraldine. entered 
the Visilation Convent, Georgetown ; two also, Anastasia and Katharine. 
became members of the Sisterhood Ladies of the Sacred Heart, Man- 
haltanville. It was to Anna Griffin, a Sister of Mercy in Ireland, the 
sister of Mrs. While and of Gerald, that the poet addressed the beau- 
tiful and touching lines entitled, "The Sister mf Charity." Sec also 
Memoir and Letters of Jennie C. While Del Bal, by her Mother, Bos- 
lor, 1868, pp. 235-330-332- 

'>' See under entry of May 24th. 1832. 
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blessed the church and the cemetery according to the form 
prescribed in the Roman Ritual. Two persons were confirmed 
on this occasion, and four received Holy Communion. 

On the two days next following we celebrated Mass in the 
church near Silver Lake,^** and forty, about, were signed with 
the holy Chrism. Nearly one hundred received Holy Com- 
munion. On Sunday and Monday the Rev. Arthur Wain- 
wright preached very well.^*' 

Yielding to the earnest request of the faithful I decided that 
I would bless the cemetery, as they were promising to make 
every effort to have the church finished: for the wind still 
blows freely through the planks, and there is hardly the ap- 
pearance of a wall.*** But at the cemetery **• [when I was 
about to bless it], when they handed me a written petition to 
have +a certain individual-}- appointed as their pastor, I was 
so moved *'^ at the thought of having a man whom I had 
found to be unfit for the charge *'* presented to me [for 
approval], that I changed my former decision, and refused to 
bless the cemetery. [I did this chiefly] because the family 
with whom this unfortunate priest is lodging still holds title 
to the land [cemetery ground]. I determined therefore to do 
nothing until we could have a clear title. 

June the twenty-fourth day. We returned to Montrose. 
We could not [however] follow out our desire to visit some 

"• See above, entry of May 27, 1832. 

^^'Condonatus est praeclare. 

*2* "Adhuc enim ventus per tabulatum fiat vchementcr, vixque pari- 
etum umbra habctur." 

*2» Apparently a word has been omitted here. I would infer {bene- 
dicturus). The MS. reads: " Cocmeterium, quum mihi porrigcrctur 
supplex libellus ut. . . ,** 

»'<* Aedo indignatus sum. 

^•'*' Hominem ebrietati deditum. 
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French ^^^ families, who live thirty miles from here on the 
way which leads to the town of Towanda, near Frenchtown : 
for the stage runs over that route only every second day, and 
we would have to wait until Thursday. 

The next day, having returned to Carbondale, we went on 
six miles thence to " Qarkstown ", otherwise " Canaan's Cor- 
ners ". There we arranged to go by wagon, which we hired 
with our own money,*'* to a place called " Irish Settlement ", 
six miles distant from " Mount Pleasant " [in Wayne County]. 
[In this settlement] are many families, who glory in the name 
Catholic, yet are destitute *'* of the most ordinary means of 
salvation [the sacraments]. 

On the twenty-seventh day [of June] I celebrated Mass in 
the shanty ^*^ of William McAvoy, which is just one room. 
The Rev. Mr. Wainwright had said Mass in another hut, 
that of Mr. Murray, at an earlier hour, in order to bring the 
last consolations of religion [the Blessed Sacrament] to some 
one in danger of death who lived nine miles away. About 
forty received Holy Communion : ten were confirmed. 

June the twenty-ninth day, which was Sunday. We cele- 
brated Mass in the church in Carbondale. Fifty received Holy 
Communion: twenty were confirmed. The Rev. Mr. Wain- 
wright preached both in the morning and in the evening. The 
next day twenty came to receive the Holy Eucharist. 

July the second day. We celebrated Mass in the town of 
Easton, in an upper room of a certain house which the faith- 
ful have hired at a yearly rental of sixty dollars in silver cur- 
rency, to be used for religious services. Nine received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation : Fifteen, the Holy Eucharist. The 
Rev. Mr. Wainwright preached. 

i»2 The colony of Asylum of r/93. Sec above under June 24th, 1831. 
13* Rheda, quam nostro acre cx>nduxinius. 
1*^ Subsidiis plerisque salutis carentes. 
»»» Tugurio. 



104 DIARY AND VISITATION RECORD (1834) 

July the sixth day. I dedicated the church of St. Jerome in 
the town of Tamaqua in SchuylkiH County. Present [at the 
dedication] were the Rev. Mr. Arthur Wainwright, pastor of 
the place, and the Rev. Mr. Herzog, who also preached in 
German. Fifty received Holy Communion: Fifty also were 
confirmed. 

July the seventh day, the Visitation being now finished, I 
returned to the city, arriving there in the evening. 

October the twelfth day, when six months had elapsed, now, 
since I appointed my brother pastor of the Cathedral church 
[St. Mary's], and no money was paid him [during that time] 
by the trustees, I spoke to the people from the Altar these 
words :^'* — 

There is another subject on which it is extremely painful to 
me to speak: but I must speak, unless a duty which this con- 
gr^;ation owes my brother be complied with. I hope you will 
all attend to it. I shall say no more at present. 

September the twenty-eighth day. I blessed solemnly the 
church of St. Michael in Kensington near the city. The Bishop 
of Philadelphia [Con well] was present at the blessing. The 
Rev. Terence J. Donahoe, pastor of the church, celebrated the 
Mass. The Rev. John Hughes preached. 

November the second day. I confirmed, in the church of the 
Most Holy Trinity, in the city, one hundred and three persons. 
There were present the Rev. Francis Guth, the pastor, and the 
Rev. Peter Lemke. 

November the eighth day. The Rev. Jeremiah Keilly re- 
signed the pastoral '*' office, in order to establish a Collie at 
Laurel Hill.*'" This undertaking dtl not succeed."* 

'••The "words" are written out in English in the A/.S*. 
'^^'^ Assistant pastor only, I think, at St. Mary's. 
"•Colic Laurorum. 
^'•Res in in felicitate cessit. 



EtQlilmt l^mOirrh attH S^irirttf-fittr (1035) 

April the seventh day. Trustees were elected for the Cathe- 
dral church [St. Mary's] as follows: — Patrick Hayes — ^John 
Diamond — ^Louis Ryan — Hugh Cavenagh, and J. B. Hutchin- 
son. Of the old 4)oard were retained Archibald Randall, 
Joseph Snyder and James Furlong. The five first named are 
sincere ^** for the best interests of tlie church. 

June the fourteenth day, which was the feast of the Most 
Holy Trinity. I confirmed fifty persons in the church of St. 
John the Evangelist in this city. 

June the twenty-first day. I confirmed one hundred and 
fifty-one persons in the church of St. Joseph. There assisted 
me the Rev. Father Stephen L. Dubuisson [S.J.] and the 
Rev. Father Edward McGirthy, S.J. The Rev. Father Mac- 
Elroy was present. Towards evening I blessed solemnly the 
cemetery of St. Mary's, outside the city.*** 

SIXTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1835 

June the twenty-fifth day. I went by stage *** to Lancaster. 
My companion on the way was The Rev. Charles I. Carter, 

140 Ecdesiae utilitati ex animo student. As to the " old board **, we 
may hardly question their sincerity. They were too sincere, perhaps, 
imprudent and stubborn in insisting on ** rights ** which did not exist. 
The most glaring fault was this over-sureness that their course was 
right. They seem to have been conscientious, but with entirely wrong 
views as to their place in the administration of church affairs. 

"1 The Catholic Herald, June 2Sth, 1835, notes the blessing of 
this cemetery, but does not say where it was. The translator is in- 
formed that there was a St. Mary's cemetery about Tenth and Moore 
streets. This probably would correspond: in 1835 it would have been 
" outside the city ". 

1** Curru publico. 
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pastor of the church of St. John the Baptist in the town of 
Manayunk. The next day, which was the feast of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, I gave the Sacrament of Confirmation to about 
eighty persons in St. Mary's church ; and on Saturday [the day 
following] I confirmed about twenty in the same church. 

The Rev. Bernard Keenan, pastor [of St. Mary's, Lancas- 
ter], went with me to Elizabethtown,**' eighteen miles distant 
from Lancaster. The church in this little town "* has been 
enlarged lately by the Rev. Michael Curran [rector of St. 
Patrick's, Harrisburg]. Forty-seven persons were confirmed 
on the twenty-eighth day of June, which was the third Sunday 
after Pentecost [in the church at Elizabethtown ?] . 

June the twenty-ninth day, the feast of Saints Peter and 
Paul, about fifteen were confirmed in the church of St. Pat- 
rick, Harrisburg. 

June the thirtieth day forty [were confirmed] in St. Pat- 
rick's church in the town of Carlisle. In both [the above] 
churches my assistants [at Confirmation] were the Revs. 
Michael Curran, Bernard Keenan and Patrick Dwen. The 
fervor of religion is failing in this town [Carlisle], though the 
few Catholics [living here] have the advantage of the minis- 
trations of their pastor, the Rev. Patrick Dwen twice a month. 
He [Father Dwen] was my companion on the way to Cham- 
bersburg,*" where I gave the Sacrament of Confirmation to 
about fifteen persons in Christ's church on the second day of 
July. Among those [confirmed] was ^** Qarke, a con- 
vert to the Catholic faith. The faithful of this church speak 
in terms of admiring affection of the solid virtues and zeal of 
their pastor, the Rev. Thomas Heyden. Indeed they recog- 
nize in his life the holiness of the Priesthood vindicated, after 

'*■ EHzabethopolim. 

'♦*Oppidulo. 

'♦•^ Camcraburgum. 

'♦• First name is omitted, left blank. 
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it had suffered somewhat in repute by the bad life of a most 
unworthy character.+ He [Father Heyden] was my com- 
panion on the way to Bedford, fifty- four miles distant from 
Chambersburg. There [at Bedford] his parents live, very old, 
and venerated for their faith and practical religion more than 
for wealth and position. 

At Bedford, on the fourth day of July, 1835, 1 S^ive the usual 
faculties [of the diocese] to the Rev. F. B. Jamison,**** so long 
as he remains here, where he is staying now by reason of fail- 
ing health, and when [elsewhere] traveling through the diocese. 

On the same day I wrote [addressing] the congregation of 
the faithful in the place called " Harman's Bottom ", and I 
exhorted' them to pay one hundred dollars yearly [stipend] 
in silver currency to the Rev. Mr. James Bradley, who will 
visit them once a month. 

The same day I wrote to the Rev. Bernard Keenan ; and I 
informed him that I would proceed against him with rigor if 
he did not provide for the erection of a Confessional in the 
churches of St. Mary's at Lancaster and St. Peter's at Co- 
lumbia; and there [in the Confessional], and there only, hear 
the confessions off women. I gave also other pointed admoni- 
tions on morals. 

July the fifth day. I confirmed about thirty-five persons in 
the church of St. Thomas, Bedford. The Rev. James Brad- 
ley, who lives at Newry, thirty miles away, and comes here 
once each month, celebrated the Mass. The Rev. Thomas 
Heyden preached. 

July the seventh day. I confirmed about eighty persons in 
the church of St. Patrick, Newry. 

July the ninth day. I confirmed nine in the church of St. 

i4aaThis very probably is the same as Rev. Francis B. Jamison, who 
appears in the Catholic Directory of 1834 as President of Mt. St« 
Mary's, Emmitsburg. 
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Patrick, Ebbcnsburg.**' The Rev. Mr. [Peter Henry] Lemke 
has the care of this congregation: but, though he is a very 
good man and conscientious in the care of souls, he hardly 
gets [from the people] the means of living.^** I decided to 
give him the charge also of the congr^;ation of St. Joseph's, in 
a place called " Hart's Sleeping Place ", in this [same] County 
[Cambria], and the congregation in the place known as Johns- 
town.^** I requested him also to visit, at some stated times 
during the year, the faithful living in Centre and Qearfield 
Counties, until some other provision could be made for them. 
Towards evening [July 9th ?] I arrived at Loretto, the home 
of the Rev. Demetrius A. Gallitzin, who has lived here now 
thirty-six years, and is at present in the sixty-fifth year of 
his life. 

July the tenth day. I gave Confirmation to ninety-nine in 
the church of St. Michael at Loretto. 

July the twelfth day. I blessed solemnly the church of St. 
John Gualbert in the town of Johnstown; and I announced 
that the Rev. Peter Lemke would be in charge, and that he is 
to visit the congregation once each month : I [also] confirmed 
twenty-two persons (about) in the same church. 

July the fourteenth day. I confirmed twenty-nine persons 
in the church of SS. Simon and Jude in the town of Blairs- 
ville. The Rev. James A. Stillinger has the care of this con- 
gregation : His work deserves well to be praised. 

July the nineteenth day. I blessed solemnly, according to 

**T The Bishop invariably spells this Ebbensburg, with three l/s, 
though in all the old charts and gazetteeres that I have consulted I find 
two b*s only — Ebensburg. 

'♦* Vix vitae subsidia. Not, I think, to be attributed to meanness on 
the part of the people, but to actual poverty and a healthy want of 
luxuries of life. 

^** Also in Cambria Co. 
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the form prescribed in the Roman Ritual, the church of St. 
Vincent de Paul, recently built on an estate '"" near YouNCS- 
TOWN'."" This estate the Rev. Father Theodore Growers, O, 
S. F., left by will to a priest, Itis successor in perpetuum^" 
For the past three years now things are going on quite har- 
moniously here, as the pastor. Rev. Mr. Stillinger, by his pru- 
dence and gentleness has won fhe affections of all. By his 
advice the faithful of this congregation, three years ago. came 
together on the day fixed for the election of trustees, and de- 
cided [by agreement] for the future to have the nomination '°' 
[of trustees] made by the pastor or the trishop, without holding 
an election at all. It appears that this mode of action is not 
contrary to the letter of the law. or the charter in which these 
trustees were first incorporated. For in the charter '" are 
designated two farms ""^ left by the will of Father Browers 
for the use of a priest, to be held [in trust or as administrators] 
by five men whose names are given. 

[The bishop here apparently quotes from the charter in 
English] : — 

" Trustees of the Catholic church in Westmoreland County, 
and their successors, who shall be duly and regularly appointed 
according to the rules of the said congregation, in trust for the 
uses mentioned and declared in the last Will and Testament of 
the said Rev^ Theodore Browers, deceased." '" 

'" In praedio. 

'*' YounKSlown is described as "a small village. Iwo miles east of 
the church ". The " church " named U at '" Sportsman's Hall ", now 
St. Vincents Abbey. See Records Am. C. H. S., vol. 3. 1888-91. P- 166. 
See entry under Auff. iglh, 1831. 

'" Testamenio legavil sacerdoti eius tneeeuori in perpetmtm. 

1^3 Staluerunt nominationem a pastore seu Episcopo in posterum 
facicndam, nullis habiiis comitiis. 

'^' Legi declaranlHr. "^ Or estates — fraed'm. 

'"It will be apparent. I think, that the above harmonious agreement 
1$ 10 be attributed mere to the prudence and per5onal character of 
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The church, recently built, is large and neat ; "^ and near 
the church is a very large pastoral residence, also erected 
lately by the energy of the very worthy pastor. 

A very great multitude of people gathered here on this occa- 
sion. There were present, besides the pastor, the Rev. Peter 
Lemke, Rev. Patrick Rafferty, Rev. Francis Maurice Masque- 
let and Rev. Hugh Mohan, who lately came to this country 
from Ireland. The Mass, with chant, was celebrated by the 
Rev. pastor. I preached. In the evening the clergy and the 
choir chanted the Vesper Office, and the Rev. Peter Lemke 
preached in German. There was present a great crowd of 
Germans, or those born of German parents. 

July the twentieth day, 1835. I confirmed fifty-five persons 
in the new church of St. Vincent. Nearly one hundred re- 
ceived Holy Communion on this same day. God grant that 
the consolation which I experienced here by reason of the 
piety of the pwiest in charge and the good will of the people 
under his care may long endure. 

This day I wrote to the Rev. Mr. George A. Carrell, who, 
on his way to the Missouri Province, where he expects to 
enter the Society of Jesus, is stopping in Pittsburg for some 
weeks at the invitation of the Rev. John O'Reilly, pastor of 
St. Paul's. I gave him a commission '*** to make public what 
I sent him in writing, that is, the true reason for the removal 
of the Sisters of St. Clare from the house on Mount Alvemia ; 
thus to silence, once for all, the malicious rumors and correct 
the false impressions which are being industriously spread '*• 
by [evil-minded] non-Catholics. 

Father Stillinger than to the wording of the Charter. See form of 
Agreement in Records Am. Cath. Hist. Soc, vol. Ill, p. 172. 

^^"^ Ampla et pulchra, 

16H •• £j fgj^ facuhatem, scriptum quod transmissi, in lucem edendi, 
ut exposita vera causa ejectarum e domo in Monte Alverniae Sororum 
S. Clarae. . . . 

^'^•Sce Catholic Herald j Aug. 13th, 1835, Pp. 130-131, for the Bishop's 
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When a certain Sister named Clare came to Pittsburg, to- 
gether with some others, by the order of the bishop of Detroit, 
they would not receive her; although she had been a member 
of the community in the Convent on Mount Alvernia near 
Pittsburg for some years ; and later had been sent by an order 
of. obedience of the superior ^^^ to labor in the diocese of 
Detroit. They [the Sisters], moreover, resisted the authority 
of the bishop, who gave them the order delegated by the 
Apostolic See to act as Provincial [of the Sisterhood]. In 
this they were encouraged by their chaplain, the Rev. Father 
Van de Wcijer, O.S.D., who, though without blame in his 
morals, thinks that the bishop's order extends beyond the limits 
of the [delegated] authority given him [by the Apostolic See]. 
The chaplain was censured, the Convent was closed,'*^ sen- 
tence of excommunication was passed on some one. The 
bishop then proceeds to have the Sister Superior convey to 
himself the written deed to the property [of the Sisterhood]. 
This being done, John Andoe, a la3nnan, and a man of little 
prudence,^** was commissioned by the bishop to act in his [the 
bishop's] name. And he, in virtue of the law, and [executing] 
a judgment in form [sentence of eviction, it ai>pears], forced 
the Sisters to leave the Convent. 

From this [series of facts] it has followed that the sec- 
tarians, whose unfriendliness for the Catholic Church is gath- 
ering new fuel just now,**' are spreading reports very vile 
and untrue about the Sisters and the pastor of St. Paul's. 

own account of this trouble. Some dieap anti-Catholic papers were 
making capital of the Sisters' troubles in what was called **The Pitts- 
burg Nunnery ". The Bishop, therefore, gives a clear statement of the 
facts, and shows the injustice of their misinterpretation. 

^•« Abbatissae. 

1*1 Interdicto cappellano et Monasterio, excommunicatione etiam in 
nonneminem prolata. 

»•* Vehementioris indolis. 

i«« Nunc maxime flagrat odium. 
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On the same day — I wrote to the Rev. Father Stephen L. 
Dubuisson, SJ., who, after two years spent in Philadelphia 
with good results, and great edification to the faithful, is now 
going to Rome, where he is called in connection with affairs 
of the Society. And, in referring to a proposition which he 
made to me, to collect money to build a new St. Joseph's 
church, I made known to him the plan which I have in mind : 
[That is] At the next Provincial Council to be held, in 1837, 
it is my purpose to give up the care of this [St. Joseph's] 
church, and give it to the Jesuits, who have labored there 
actually from the beginning. It is not without great sorrow 
to my soul that I see this very good man going away. 

I decided to receive into the diocese The Rev. Hugh Mohan, 
who has very good letters of commendation from his bishop 
[the ordinary] of Qogher [in Ireland] ; and I told him that I 
would appoint him assistant pastor at St. Paul's [Pittsburg]. 
Later on I sent him away.^** 

After a journey of thirty-five miles [from St. Vincent's] 
over very rough roads, on the twenty-second day of this month 
[July] I arrived at Uniontown,^** where I celebrated Mass 
on the day following in the home of Christian KefFer ; and I 
gave the Sacrament of Confirmation to himself and his four 
children — Theodore, Mary Anna, Elizabeth Jane and Julia 
Anna. In the afternoon I preached in the Court-house. There 
is only one Catholic family in this town, and a very few in the 
surrounding country. 

July the twenty-fifth day. I wrote from Brownsville to His 
Eminence the Cardinal Pref[ect] of the S. Congr[egation],^** 
as follows: 

!•♦ **Postea eum dimissi,** This has been added later, apparendy. It 
is at the end of a paragraph, and closes a line, but the ink seems to be 
different. 

*•* In Fayette County. 
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Most Em, and Reverend Father: — 

From the visitation of the Diocese, which I am now making 
for the fifth time, it appears to me clearly to the advantage of 
ihe Church's work to have the Diocese of Philadelphia divided ; 
and to erect a new Episcopal see in the city of Pittsburg, which 
is three hundred miles from Philadelphia. Indeed, the Cath- 
olic population of the State of Pennsylvania has so much in- 
creased in number, from various contnirreni causes, that a 
bishop living in Philadelphia, and much of the time traveling 
here and there through the State, can hardly give proper 
attention to tJie spiritual needs of the people. I am convinced, 
indeed, that it would be to the advantage of spiritual life if a 
bishop were placed at Pittsburg to rule over the western part 
of Pennsylvania, which, even in the civil affairs of govern- 
ment, is considered as distinct from the jurisdiction of the 
East, and is commonly called "The Western District of Penn- 
sylvania". Keeping to the same lines,'" which mark the civil 
jurisdiction, a bishop at Pittsburg would exercise authority 
over about one-half the [territory of the] state, comprising the 
counties Huntingdon, Bedford, and the other [countiesl along 
the same line, as described on the chart, for the space of about 
one hundred and fifty miles from West to East: towards tlie 
North it would extend about one himdred and thirty miles, as 
far as Lake Erie: And be [a bishop at Pittsburg] would have 
an easy way "" [of communicating] with different part^ of 
the new Diocese, as [he would be living] equally distant, 

■•• Probably de Propaganda Fide. 

'«' "The Western district of Pennsylvania divided from the Eastern 
district by a line running along the eastern border of the following 
counties: Bedford, .Huntingdon. Clearlield. F,lk, McKean and Potter" 
See Cath. Directories for the later forties and early titties, under PUlS- 
bvrg Diocese. 

"" The Bishop evidently does not view quite as we do his own long 
jaunts by stage-coach, farm wagons, horse-bade and barges througli 
the canal. 
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almost, from two of its extremes. The dty of Pittsburg is 
itself quite large ;^"' it is strong'^* in resources and good 
men, and has a population of more than twenty thousand. It 
has, moreover, two churches, one of which is new, [and] was 
dedicated last year under the invocation of St. Paul the Apostle. 
In size and beauty it easily surpasses any other church in 
Pennsylvania. There are eight thousand Catholics in the city, 
including its [immediate! vicinity: and many thousands more 
within the limits which I have described; many church build- 
ings also, and others to be built without delay, if a bishop and 
clergj' were here [to direct the work]. As to the temporal 
support of a bishop, if the church of St. Paul were made the 
Cathedral, the income of this [alone] would secure him a fitting 
maintenance, though it is burdened with debt. I hold the title 
[to this church property] subject to certain conditions, which 
refer to the administration of money by six laymen, who are, 
however, to be chosen by myself. If this new See [ Pittsburg] 
were to be erected, the diocese of Philadelphia would still re- 
main large and ricii enough ; for it would contain half the State 
of Pennsylvania, the State of Delaware, and the western part 
of New Jersey, and churches and priests, and a great number 
of the faithful. 

This [division], as it ajq>ears to me, could be easily and 
well arranged just now, when there is. by God's grace, a 
[better] spirit of harmony,'" if the c!uirch of St. John the 
Evangelist in the city of Philadelphia were to be declared the 
Cathedral Church by authority of the Ap[osiotic] See, and 
St. Mary's, which the bishop of Philadelpliia up to the present 
time regards as his Cathedral, were given over to the Fathers 
of the Society of Jesus, who [in fact] established that [church] 

"*Satis atnpla. 

■'■Opibusque ct viris pollens. 

"tPacatis iam. Deo favcnte, animis. This evidently refers 10 the 
lormer troubles with trustees and ihc scandal of Hogan, the Hu(M« 
and Mealy. 
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in the beginning, and who are now living not far [from St. 
Mary's] in the house of St. Joseph's. But, in order that noth- 
ing may stand in the way of this ilesign, 1 now with all my 
hean '" surrender into tlie hands of the Holy Father the dig- 
nity and jurisdiction of Coadjutor Bishop of Philadelphia, 
together with the administration of the diocese of Philadelphia. 
If this plan seems worthy of approval, then (I suggest] let 
the Rev. Mr. John Hughes, the pastor of the Church of St. 
John the Evangehst. which was also built by him three years 
ago, be chosen as Coadjutor Bishop and Administrator [of 
Philadelphia]. Indeed I am sure that he is better fitted than 
I or others for the work of governing "^ [the diocese]. He 
is strong in the gifts of nature, he has learning, he is a good 
man, he has a practical knowledge of affairs, he knows the art 
of directing souls, he is loved by the people and priests, and 
in the said church [St. John's] he could preside without a note 
of dissension.'" In order to keep to the rule of the Holy 
See in the presenting of names of priests to be raised to the 
Episcopate, 1 consider to be recommended in the second place 
and third, respectively [after Father Hughes], the Rev. 
Father Stephen L. Dubuisson, S.J,, and the Rev. Mr. James 
Ambrose Stillinger. 

As to myself, I leave myself entirely in the hands of the 
Holy Father. I make no conditions. 1 am ready to obey what 
he orders, a.> obeying Oirist. If he should wish to name me 
the first bishop of Pittsburg, 1 will submit to the burden, and 
try to do the work assigned. If he orders me still to continue 
in the office of Coadjutor of Philadelphia (which in my very 
soul I would wish to escape), then I consider that these 
(names) should be presented for nomination to [the see ofl 

"* Ex animo. 

"' Prae me coeterisque idonetim esse qui giibernacula leneat. 

"* Absque tnolestia. 
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Pittsburg: The Rev. Mr. John Hughes, first; The Rev. John 
McElroy, second; The Rev. Mr. George Elder, third.^''^ 

All the above, which I am also communicating to the bisiiops 
of the United States. I submit to the supreme judgment of the 
Holy see. 

Brownsville. July 25, 1835 — in S. Vis. [in Sacra Visita- 
tione] . 

July the twenty-sixth day, 1835. I confirmed about twenty 
persons in the church of St. Peter in the town of Brownsville. 
Present [at the ceremony] were the Rev. J. A. Stillinger, who 
visits this church four times a year, and the Rev. F. M. Mas- 
quelet. 

July the twenty-eighth day. I confirmed four persons in 
the home of Mr. McCalley, in the town of Williamsport.^^* I 
also celebrated Mass and preached. Catholics are very few in 
this vicinity ; and the anti-Catholic feeling is so strong among 
the sectarians that they refused me the use of a house, or a 
" Meeting House '* *^^ in which to preach. A Catholic man. 
in fact, had asked for the use of this without consulting me. 
I arrived in Pittsburg on this same day. 

August the second day. I confirmed about seventy persons 
in the church of St. Paul. The Rev. Mr. Stephen Theodore 
Badin was celebrant at Vespers. He is the first priest to be 

1^*^ Other details about this proposed division will be found in Has- 
sard's Life of Archbishop Hughes, pp. 166 et seq. The canonical 
reason for deferring the division, which was suggested by Bishop Eng- 
land, as stated there, was probably that the request did not come from 
the Metropolitan. 

^^•This Willia«isport, not the present city of that name in Lycoming 
County, but a town on the Monongahela, in Washington County, the 
same probably as that described in Day's Historical Collections as 
"Monongahela City (lately Williamsport. and formerly Parkinson's 
Ferry)". [Famous during the Whiskey Riots, 1 791 -1794.] 

>^' Written with quotation-marks in English. 
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orclained *'• in the United States, and is now in his sixty- 
eighth year. 

August the third day, 1835. I repeated a prohibition ad- 
dressed to The Rev. Mr. Van der Weijer, O.P., forbidding 
him, under pain of suspens[ion] *^" to exercise any sacred 
function within the limits of this diocese. I gave notice of 
this prohibition to the [community of] religious women, for 
whom he is spiritual director. The reason for this prohibitive 
order is found in the fact that he refuses to obey the orders of 
the bishop of Detroit, and celebrates Mass and hears Confes- 
sions, though his faculties *®® have been taken away. How- 
ever, . . . . ^'^ following the advice of a certain one,'** I 
deferred the sending of the [above] letters. 

August the fifth day. I visited the little congregation of St. 
James near West Alexandria. The church here, of wooden 
frame, was built ten years ago under the direction of the Rev. 
Patrick Rafferty. At stated times, but very rarely, during the 
year the Rev. Mr. Hoerner, pastor of the church at Wheeling, 
[now West Virginia,] visits this church. Thirty-two were con- 
firmed, and twenty received Holy Communion. 

August tjhe sixth day. I celebrated Mass in the town of 
Washington, in the house of a lady [named] Guth. She is 

*'• Ordained May 25, 1793. First American born was William Mat- 
thews, ordained March 29, 1800. 

*'• There is a use of terms here not quite in accordance with the 
strict terminology of Canon Law, though the meaning is quite clear. 

^"^^Ablatis iam antea facultatibus. The Bishop does not say by 
whose authority Father Van der Weijer was deprived of faculties. It 
would be outside the ordinary jurisdiction of the bishop of Detroit; 
but Father Gallitzin was Vicar General for Western Pennsylvania; he 
may have been the one who executed the previous order. 

^^^ "August the seventh" has been crossed out; probably the date 
of this entry. 

>•* Not improbably Rev. Stephen Theodore Badin. 
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of the Lutheran sect ; but by reason of the Catholics [boarders 
probably] living with her, she gave the use of the house [for 
the occasion]. Nine persons received Coniirma.tion, and forty 
Holy Communion. 

All, indeed, are Germans, except a few Catholics, scattered 
here and there, either from Ireland or bom of Irish parents.* •• 

The Rev. Joseph Stahlsmith, who, ordained by me, served 
six months, almost, as assistant in St. Patrick's church [Pitts- 
burg?], went from this place, by my order, to Philadel[rfiia. 
He could not live in peace with the pastor. 

August the ninth day. I confirmed seventy-five persons, 
about, in the church of St. Patrick [Pittsburg?], which the 
Germans chiefly attend, as the pastor preaches in German. 

On the same day I wrote to my brother. 

On the same day. I sent a letter to the Pope, wherein I 
resigned the office of Coadjutor. 

The same day. I wrote to His Eminence Card[inal] Fran- 
soni, Praef[ect] of the S. Congregation [de Propaganda Fide]. 

August the ninth day. I wrote to the bishop of Mauris- 
castro.*** 

The same day. I wrote to the Rev. D. A. Gallitzin. 
The same day. I wrote to Mr. Mudd of Bardstown. 

August the eleventh day. I celebrated Mass in the house of 
Martin Byrne, twelve miles from Pittsburg. There were not 
many present [at Mass] because the time was short to give 
the notice ; but there are many Catholics in the vicinity. They 
are to build a church here soon on ground which has been 
given by Ambrose Schaeffer for this purpose, the title to 
which he [Schaeffer] has transferred to me by written deed. 

^••From the construction here I would infer that there were no 
German Catholics in Washington. 

^** Afaurkastrensen — the titular In Partibus InBdelium of Bishop 
David, coadjutor of Bardstown. 



August the twelfth day, I celebrated Mass in the town of 
Bridgewater. in the home of John C. Murphy. Six persons 
were confirmed; six also received Holy Communion, and eight 
infants were baptized. At five o'clock in the afternoon I 
preached in the Court-Hoiise in the neigliboring town of 
Beaver. Many Catholics are found .scattered here and there 
in this connly. 

August the fifteenth and sixteenth days. I made the visita- 
tion in the town of Butler, and confirmed '"■■ iwenty-three per- 
sons in the church of St. Peter near the town. In the after- 
noon at half-past three 1 preached in the Court House. 1 

authorized Peter Duffy and Sweeny to buy a plot of 

ground "" in my name in the town. This ground is valued at 
three hundred dollars, provided the purchase be made within 
three months."" I stated that it is my purpose to hold this 
property as personally my own, with a view to building a 
church thereon, when there is need, the faithful then to reim- 
burse me. 

August the seventeenth day, in the evening. I arrived in 
the town of Mercer, thirty-two miles distant [from Butler?] : 
and early in the morning of the eighteenth [of August] I was 
conveyed by carriage '" (if it may be called a carriage) four 
miles to the westward, to the home of Patrick McQoskey. 
With me was the Rev. Francis M. Masquelet. who had been 
my companion from the town of Butler. As the faithful of 
this r^on had received no notice of the Visitation, we had to 
wait imlil the next day. in order to bring the information to 
the people, and enable them to come to receive the Sacraments. 
I. therefore, sent The Rev. Mr, Masquelet on to visit the 

• ■" Pliisquam has been crossed out. 
'" Fundum. 

'"'Qood 300 nummis valerel. dumniodo 
fierel. 
>"Curru (si 
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French families who are living near Meadville, myself 
maining with the faithful of this place. 

August the nineteenth day. I celebrated Mass in the hbuse 
named atx)ve [home of Patrick McQoskey], gave Holy Com- 
munion to twenty, and also confirmed twenty. There were 
many children to be baptized. Yielding to the requests of the 
faithful, I consented to preach for them in the town of Mer- 
cer ; but no fit place could be found. The sects all refused us 
the use of their churches ; and the Sheriff *•• said that there 
was to be some meeting for civilian purposes in the Court 
House: this meeting, however, was not held. I left [Mercer?] 
by stage after night, and reached the French settlement, seven 
miles to the eastward from Meadville, at eleven o'clock in the 
morning. I celcfbrated Mass immediately after arriving, and 
gave Confirmation to fifteen. Twenty-seven received Holy 
Communion on this day and the day following. Nearly forty 
French families are living in this vicinity, and they pr(^x>se 
soon to build a church. 

[August] the twenty-second day. I celebrated Mass in the 
home of Philip Maguire near Harmonsville eleven miles to 
the westward from Meadville. Four received Holy Commu- 
nion, and two infants were baptized. 

[August] the twenty-third day. I blessed a church built of 
wood near Cassewago [Cussewago] Creek, under the invoca- 
tion of St. Philip Beniti ; and a cemetery near by the church 
the next day. The title to the property is to be transferred to 
me. Thirty received Holy Communion : Eleven were con- 
firmed. 

[August] the twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh 
days. I celebrated Mass in the house of Augustine Roesch, 
near Elk Creek. I confirmed three, and forty-five received 
Holy Communion. Thirty German families are living in this 
vicinity, and they propose to build a church. 

*•• Written thus in English and underscored. 
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[August] the twenty-ninth day. I recalled the faculties, 
which had been granted for a time only to The Rev. Mr. 
Crowley. 

[August] the twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth and thirtieth. I 
celebrated Mass in the house of a Mr. Warren, in an 6utlying 
district of Erie, which is called " New Jerusalem ". He [Mr. 
Warren] belongs to the sect of the Universalists, but his wife 
is a good and pious Catholic. Six were confirmed and forty 
received Holy Communion. In the afternoon of the thirtieth 
day [of August] I preached in the Court House [Erie?] on 
the Unity of Faith— 'One Lord, One Faith" [Ephes. IV— 5]. 
Carola Warren, the daug'hter of Mr. W[arren], was baptized. 

August the thirty-first day. I went, by stage, to Waterford, 
fifteen miles from Erie ; then twenty-two miles by private car- 
riage to Centreville, Crawford Creek, near Oil Creek. 

September the first day, 1835. I celebrated Mass in the 
home of James Magee, two miles from Centreville. Twenty 
were confirmed; ten received Holy Communion; and eight 
infants were baptized. 

September the second day. I blessed a church two miles 
from Titusville, in Crawford County, near Oil Creek, 10 ^*^ 
miles from Centreville, under the invocation of St. Stephen, 
the King of Hungary. I also blessed a cemetery. Thirty re- 
reived the Sacrament of Confirmation, sixteen the Holy Eu- 
charist; twelve infants were baptized. Patrick Sloan, who 
owns the land [where the church is built], has promised to 
make out a deed transferring the property to me to be held in 
trust. The third day of September I celebrated Mass in the 

^••Thc number has been changed, and it is not clear what it was 
or is: 10-15 or iS: dicata est follows here, manifestly a slip of the pen, 
as the sentence opens with "dicavi ecclesiam". Here is one instance, 
of a very few, in which it is not easy to follow the Bishop without a 
chart : usually his Latin is clear and faultless, and his meaning concise 
and unmistakable. 
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same church, and thirty more were confirmed, fourteen re- 
ceived Holy Communion and one infant was baptized. 

September the fourth day. I celebrated Mass in the iiouse 
of Michael McGarreli. near " Pitt-hole Creek " in Venango 
County. Fourteen persons were confirmed, nineteen received 
Holy Communion, and three infants were baptized. In War- 
ren County live many Catholic families named Archibald, Fra- 
ley and Magitire; there are also many Germans. 

September the fifth day. 1 celebrated Mass in the home of 
John Henry, in " Mnskrat- Bottom ", Cornplanter Township, 
Venango County, along the bank of the Alleghany River. 
Seven were signed with the Holy Chrism on this occasion, six 
received Communion. From this place we were taken by 
canoe "" on the river for three miles ; then we mounted horses 
and rode twelve miles to the home of Jacob '"- Eisemian. As, 
by reason of some dissensions, the church, which was begun, 
has not been finished, we had of necessity to celebrate Mass in 
the house [of Eiserman?], although it was Sunday. Nineteen 
received Holy Communion, and twelve were confirmed. The 
faithful are nearly all Germans. The Rev. F. M. Masqtielet 
spoke to them in German. Apart from the sixteen families 
who use the German language, there are four Irish families 
living in this vicinity. I was told, also, on this occasion that 
there are some [Catholic] families living along the way, ei^it 
miles from Franklin toward the East. 

Having made a journey of twelve miles towards evening 
[of September 6] through a steady rain, I said Mass on 
Monday morning, which was the seventh day of September, 
in the home of Mary Wolley. a widow wise in years.'*" The 
place is no! far from the county hne, near Jefferson [county]. 
I gave Confirmation to four : three received Holy Communion. 

■•'Thus wrilten and tiiderscorrd. 
■"Or James. See above. June 4tli. 1834. 
'•' Viduot aelale prmidae. 
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Nearly thirty Catholic families live in this vicinity, or, at least, 
have bought land here, though some are not yet living on the 
land. They did not all get notice of the Visitation, and there- 
fore could not take advantage of the opportunity [to be present 
at Mass or to receive the Sacraments]. They have in mind to 
build a church soon, of wooden frame. 

September the eighth day. I celebrated Mass in the house 
of John Moore, in Farmington Township, V'enango County. 
Ten were signed with the holy Chrism: thirty-eight received 
Communion. Twenty-four Catholic families are living in this 
vicinity. Having completed a journey of twenty-five miles 
towards the evening of this day, we arrived at a place called 
Red-bank Settlement, and we lodged for tlie night with a 
Mr. Gratz. 

September the ninth day. I dedicated a church in Qarion 
Township. Armstrong "* County, not far from Red-bank 
Creek, under the invocation of St. Nicholas of Tolentine. 
Eight person.s received Holy Communion on this day, and 
twenty-five the seal of Confirmation. On the following day 
forty received the Eucharist, and three were confirmed. There 
are about twenty-five families, nearly all of German origin in 
this congregation. 

September the eleventh day. 1 preached in the Court House 
in the town of Brookville, in Jefferson County. 

September the thirteenth day. I confirmed four persons in 
the church of St. Francis of Assisium. in the town of Clear- 
field. On this same day and the following day I gave Holy 
Communion to twenty persons. The number of the faithful 
in this town and its vicinity is very small: and they have little 
[temporal) wealth; therefore the church, which is a neat and 



'■* Now in Clarion County, which was formed by 
1839. from parts of Armstrong and Venango 
now Shannondale. 
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large building, and was erected three years ago, is not yet 
finished. 

September the fifteenth day, after a journey of about twenty 
miles, I arrived at a French colony, which, though there is no 
town erected,'** has yet the name Frenchville. I remained 
there two days, and celebrated Mass in the home of M. Moul- 
son on the sixteenth and seventeenth [of September]. I gave 
Confirmation to twelve, and Holy Communion to forty-seven. 
I find that there are thirty-eight French families here. They 
propose soon to build a church. Mr. John Keating ^'^ was 
there with me: This colony owes its origin to him. The ex- 
ample of his [Mr. Keating's] piety and his kind thought ful- 
ness were a great help to me. He [Mr. Keating] came with 
me, as I was leaving, as far as the town of Qearfield. 

September the eighteenth day. I arrived **^ in the town of 
Qearfield and remained until the twenty-second. I gave Con- 
firmation to thirteen, and Holy Communion to forty. The 
Rev. Peter Lemke was there. He has the care of this con- 
gregation until a pastor can be appointed. 

September the twenty-third day. I made the Visitation in 
the church of All Saints in the village of Lewistown. I con- 
firmed seven, and gave Holy Communion to ninc.-|- When 
Father Michael Curran, who has up to the present time had 
charge in the city of Harrisburg, asked to leave [the diocese], 
through the intervention of Rev. Bernard Keenan, I granted 
his request.*®* 

^•5 This may mean incorporated as a borough. 

' •• An account of the origin of this French colony, and John Keat- 
ing's connection with it, will be found in Day's Historical Collections 
of Pennsylvania, edit. 1843, p. 233. 

^•^ Second time. 

i**'Rev. Michael Curran (evidently the same priest) will be found 
in Catholic Directories from 1836 to 1856 in the diocese of New York, 
at Harlem: later in Brooklyn. Astoria. He died at Astoria, Long 
Island. Nov. 23d, 1856. See Obituary in Directory of 1858. 
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September the twenty-seventh day. I made the Visitation 
in the town of Lebanon. I signed sixty persons with the seal 
of the Holy Chrism, and one hundred approached to receive 
Holy Communion. The Rev. Nicholas Steinbacher, S.J., who 
visits the church, St. Mary's, once each month, was present. 
He spoke to the people in German, as most of the faithful, 
bom of German parents, speak that language. 

Septentber the twenty-eighth day. I wrote in answer to a 
letter of the Rev. John O'Reilly : and I rejected absolutely his 
counsel in reference to the selling of St. Patrick's church 
[Pittsburg?] to the sectarians. 

September the thirtieth day, 1835, 1 returned to Philadelphia. 

The Most Rev.*** Joachim Fernandez Madrid-y-Canal, 
Bishop in partibus of Tenagra,^** who was then stopping in 
the city, on his way to Mexico, went at my invitation to the 
town of Reading ; and there, on Sunday, which was the fourth 
day of October, he gave the Sacrament of Confirmation to 
eighty persons. My brother, who was his companion on the 
way [to Reading], preached there in the evening on the Unity 
of the Church. 

October the sixth day. The same Bishop of Tenagra con- 
ferred the Sacrament of Confirmation upon twenty-six persons 
in the church which is one mile from the little town of Masil- 
lum."* 

October the eighth day. He confirmed thirteen persons in 
the church [St. Patrick's?] which is in the town of Pottsville. 
My brother preached on The True Church. 

October the eleventh day. He dedicated the church of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament in a place called Goshenhoppen. This 

^••///ffiiij et Reumus. 

*•• Tenagrensis. 

*•! For the location of Massillum, see below, entry of Aug. 17th, 
1846 (twelve miles from Reading, on the Kutztown Road). 
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large and beautiful church was erected under the direction of 
the Rev. Father Boniface Corvin, S.J. There was a church 
[in this place] since the year 1765 ; *®^ but it was too small, 
and by the wear of time it had become quite unfit for divine 
service. The Bishop celebrated solemnly in pontificals: The 
Rev. Father Boniface Corvin was Assistant Priest; The Rev. 
Nicholas Steinbacher, Deacon ; The Rev. Henry Herzog, Sub- 
deacon. The Rev. N. Steinbacher preached in German. My 
brother also preached in English. 

November the fifteenth day. I held the Visitation in the 
church of St. Peter in New-Castle in the state of Delaware. 
The Catholics in this town are few. There was no one for 
Confirmation. 

November the twenty-second day. I administered Confir- 
mation to ninety persons in the church of St. Peter, Wilming- 
ton. The Rev. Father Patrick Kenny and The Rev. Patrick 
Reilly * assisted me. During the week, between the two Sun- 
days [Nov. 15 and 22?] I made a trip through the state as 
far as the town of Laurel. There [at Laurel] I found only 
one Catholic girl : and through the state not one. 

»•» Perhaps 1745. See above under June 2d, 1832; also Aug. 25, 1833. 
♦ Probably O'Reilly. 
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June the fifth day. I confirmed forty-one persons in the 
church of St. John the Baptist in the town of Manayunk. 
There assisted me the pastor, Rev. Charles Ignatius Carter 
and Henry Fitzimmons, subdeacon. 

August the seventh day. The Most [Rt.] Rev. Simon (jabriel 
Brute, Bishop of Vincennes, celebrated Pontifical solemn Mass 
in the Cathedral church of St. Mary. He has just returned 
from Europe, bringing with him seventeen laborers for the 
Lord's Vineyard. He is a man to be admired by reason of his 
holy life and his learning. 

August the eighteenth day. I laid the corner-stone of St. 
Patrick's church in the village of Norristown. My brother 
preached [on this occasion] ; and there were present the Rev. 
David Mulholland, the Rev. Terence J. Donahoe, the Rev. C 
I. Carter, the Rev. Nicholas O'Donnell ^®^ and Rev. John 
Healy. Bernard McCredy gave the ground [for the church 
building] ; and he has promised to sign it over by deed to the 
Bishop. 

SEVENTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1836 

August the nineteenth day. I started out on sacred Visita- 
tion with the Rev. Charles Ignatius Carter as traveling com- 
panicHi. After passing over a distance of twenty miles by 
boat,^®* which was driven by steam, we landed at the town of 
Bristol ; then by carriage,^®* also drawn by steam, over a dis- 
tance of ten miles, we reached the town of Morrisville. The 

«o« The first editor of the Catholic Herald — first issue of which is 
dated Jan. 3, 1833. 

204 Navicula quae vapore agitur. 
2 06 jjeinde curru vapore item delate, 
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remaining journey, then, of fifty miles to the town of Easton 
we made by the ordinary public stage-coach. 

August the twenty-first day, which was the thirteenth Sun- 
day after Pentecost, and also the feast of St. Joachim, I dedi- 
cated to divine service the church in the town above named 
under the invocation of St. Bernard. There were present with 
me the Rev. Henry Herzog and the Rev. Charles Ignatius Car- 
ter. The title [to this property] is in my name, to be held in 
trust; but the deed, in which the transfer is made, remains 
still in the possession of Mr. Herzog, who is pastor of this 
congregation [resident, however, at Haycock], He promises 
that he will send it to me as soon as he can. I gave Confir' 
mation to seventeen on this day, and ten received Holy Com- 
munion. 

A very serious misfortune has fallen to the lot lately of the 
above-named Pastor [Herzog]. He was called to attend a 
sick man, living near Haycock, Nicholas KohP^* [by name]. 
This man [Kohl]/, crazed by over-indulgence in drink,**^ 
made a violent attack [upon Father Herzog], which he had to 
repel indeed by physical force. After ten days Nicholas Kohl 
died, as the result of his sickness.^®* Then a malignant rumor 
began to spread abroad that he [Kohl] was killed by the 
priest: Therefore, after the lapse of eight weeks, the widow 
of the dead man [Kohl] had him [Father Herzog] brought 
before a Magistrate, a Catholic in name, not in deed. The 
priest was committed to jail, and remained two weeks in 
prison : then security was given, and he was freed from prison 
[under bail]. He [Father Herzog] appears to me to be a man 
of piety and zeal ; and iie has suffered unjustly, I think, from 

-"•The history of this case, in which the charge against Father 
Herzog is shown to be unfounded, will be found in the Catholic 
Herald, Aug. 4, 1836, p. 123. 

20T Furore ex nimiae f*otationis consuetudine correptus. 

»o« Vi morbi. 
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[the charge of] the relatives of the dead man [Kohl], He 
was brought to trial, and acquitted of the charge of mur- 
der ;*•• but he was found guilty of having used violence — 
unjustly, as I think, from facts and proven evidence.*** 

August the twenty-second day. At the second hour after 
midnight [two o'clock in the morning], we took the stage [at 
Eastdn?] for a journey of nearly seventy miles to a place 
called Clark's Corners, intending to go [from Clark's Cor- 
ners], on the morning of the day following, thirteen miles 
farther on, to a town Which is called Mount Pleasant. From 
Mount Pleasant we turned off, and proceeded about seven 
miles to the Catholic Settlement; *** and on the twenty-fourth 
day [of August] we celebrated Mass in the house of William 
McAvoy. Twelve received Holy Communion ; three were con- 
firmed. The Catholics here are now preparing to build a 
church. 

Having returned to the town of Mount Pleasant, in 
Wayne County, we took the stage at the third hour after mid- 
night, on the twenty-fifth day [of August], and made a jour- 
ney of thirty-six miles, reaching the town of Binghamton in 
the state of New York at two o'clock in the afternoon.*** 
Yielding to the entreaties of the good family White by name, 
we remained, and celebrated Mass there on the twenty-sixth 
day [of August]. Ten received Holy Communion, two*** 
were confirmed. The Bishops, in fact, in the last Provincial 
Council of Baltimore [1833], granted to each other the right 
to exercise faculties, when traveling [outside of their respective 
Dioceses], this right extending also to the priests traveling 

*^*Absolutus est caede, sed reus vis illafae habitus. 

*^^ For further details of this case, see Catholic Herald, Aug. 4 and 
Aug. 25, 1836— the Bishop's own vindication of Herzog. 

«i» Irish settlement. Sec above under June 24-25, 1834. 

s^* The same day apparently, Aug. 25. 

21* Duahus Confirmationem susdpientibus — the form is feminine. 
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with them.*" The Sacrament of Confirmation, however, I 
administered, presuming the permission of the Bishop [Dubois 
of New York] ; for, to the present time, he has not been aWe 
to reach this part of his diocese. Moreover, I have written 
to him, informing him of what I did. 

They have begun the building of a church in this town under 
the direction of Edward White, who has also collected 
money ^^^ for this purpose from the men who are engaged in 
building a railroad.*" The church is almost finished. The 
following day [August 27?] many more received Holy Com- 
munion in the same place [Binghamton]. 

August the twenty-eighth day, 1836, which was the four- 
teenth Sunday after Pentecost. I blessed the church near 
Silver Lake, in Susquehanna County, under the invocation of 
St. Augustine. The Rev. C. I. Carter assisted me in the Mess- 
ing. I confirmed also on this day and the day following eight 
persons: Fifteen received Holy Communion. In the evening 
[August 28 or 29?] I blessed solemnly the cemetery.**^ The 
title to the property is in my name, to be held in trust. 

August the thirtieth day. I confirmed five persons in the 
church of St. Francis Xavier in the town of Friendsville. 
Twelve received Holy Communion. After a jaunt of eleven 
miles, we reached the town of Montrose in the evening [Au- 
gust 30?]. The next day we went on to Carbondale, which 
town is thirty miles distant [from Montrose]. Here [at Car- 
bondale] we remained six days. On Sunday, which was the 
fourth day of September, I blessed the church under the invo- 

214 This does not appear to belong to die published and printed Acts 
of the Second Provincial Council of Baltimore. Caput X treats of the 
subject, but it restricts only the very unusual faculties granted by 
agreement of 1810, 

216 Subsidia coUigi curavit. 

2i« Ab lis qui iter ex ferro conficiunt. 

21' See entry of June 22 and 23, 1834. 
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cation of St. Rose of Lima. This is a. wooden frame structure. 
Sixty received Holy Communion. Twenty-six were confirmed. 
Nearly one hundred families [Catholic?] are living here. The 
men are employed generally in the mines."' 

Another journey of thirty miles hrought us to the town of 
Wilkesbarre, where we celebrated Mass on the seventh day of 
September, in the home of a widow named Gorman. I gave 
Confirmatiton to four, and Holy Communion to three persons ; 
I baptized also a woman, Connor by name, whose husband 
had left her, together with her infant child. 

September the eighth day. We came to Pottsville, where 
we remained until Sunday, which was the eleventh, I signed 
fifty-one persons with the Holy Chrism [at Pottsville]. 

September the twelfth day I went to Milton by stage, The 
Rev. Arthur Wainwright, pastor of the church in Pottsville, 
and the Rev. Henry Fitzimmons '" went with me. But, after 
going about twelve miles. Father Fitzimmons left us to go to 
Carbondale, by way of Catawissa. Though recently ordained, 
I have assigned him to take charge of the church of St. Rose 
[Carbondale] and the other churches in Susquehanna County. 

September the thirteenth day. I confirmed in the church of 
St. Joseph, near Milton, about fifteen persons. The Rev. John 
Fitzpatrick, pastor [at Milton] was present. He did what is 
very gratifying to me: that is, he conveyed to me [on this 
occasion] the title to the ground on which the church [St. Pat- 
rick's] in the town of Pottsville is built,*"" so that now the 
property can be held in accordance with the statutes of the 
Diocesan Synod. 

"*In fodinis occupantur. 

'■'Father Fitz si Trillions was ordained priest August 15, 1836. See 
Catholic Herald, issue August 11, 1836. Cf. above under entry of May 
20. 1834. 

'*" See above under entry of Sept, 8, i8jo; cf. May i8th, 1833. 



132 



DIARV AND VISITATION RECORD ( 1836) 



After noon, with no priest to accompany me, I sUrted 
on the way, by private wagon, to visit some Catholics 
living in Lycoming County,"' near a place called Loyaisock 
Creek. °'' It was necessary to pass over a distance of nearly 
seventy miles, going in opposite direction, as it were, from 
Milton to Bloomsburg; then [from Bloomsburg] to the [moun- 
tain] Irail,'^' which is called the "Berwick Turnpike","* 
which leads from the town of Berwick to the town of To- 
wanda. Near the northern boundary line of Lycoming '" 
County live some Irish families along this same public trail.'" 
and yet more German families, away from the road about two 
miles, in the woods, in a place which they call Germany. Some 
of these people have lived hidden away here for fifteen years : 
during that time they never saw a minister of religion. I re- 
mained there about four days ; and each day I celebrated Mass 
in the home of Darby Deegan. About thirty came to receive 
Holy Communion. They have agreed now to build a church 
of wood, hoping that a priest may visit them four times a year. 
For the present I have decided to place them under the care 
of Rev. Henry Fitzimmons [of Carbondale and Susquehanna 
County], By reason of this Visitation (stay of four days at 
Loyaisock] I could not now follow out the order [of itinerary] 
which I had arranged before. I, therefore, thought of going 
to the town of Towanda, and from that place on to the town 
of Warren ; but there was no stage that way, no private car- 
riage to be had. Of necessity, therefore, 1 had to go by stage 
ten miles to a place called " Burlington Corners " : There I 



^'Nc 



V Sullivan Couniy. Formed from LycominK, Marcli 15th. 1847. 
w Du shore. 



*'* Known also and chartered. I believe, as Susquehanna and Tioga 
Turnpike, opened 1818 to 1820 from Berwick to Tioga Point. 
'" Now Sullivot\ County. 
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Inred a w^on *" to take me ten miles more to the town of 
Troy [in Bradford County]. A stage-coach runs through this 
town [Troy] every otlier day, from the town of Elmira, in 
the state of New York, to the town of WilHamsport [in Ly- 
coming County]. One of the younger sons of a man of stand- 
ing, a member of Congress.-"' named McKean, brought me to 
this town [Troy] in a heavy wagon."" He was going to a 
grinding mill there. I gave him fifty cents for the favor. I 
had to remain there [at Troy] nearly two full days, as the 
stage did not pass until the evening of the following day- 
Leaving [Troy] in a steady rain, 1 arrived at the town of 
Bellefonte"" a little before midnight; and early-" the next 
morning I set out again in company with the Rev. Martin 
Kundig, a priest of the diocese of Detroit, who had come there 
[to Bellefonte] purposely to meet me.'"- 

September the twenty- fourtii day. about nine o'clock in the 
forenoon, we reach a spot on the public road, seven miles 
beyond Brookvillc, from which we had to make another jaimt 
of seven miles through the woods in order to reach the church 
near Red Bank. 

September the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth days. We cele- 
brated Mass in the church of St. Nicholas of Tolent[inc] [Red 
Bank]. Ten persons were confirmed, and fifty, at least, re- 
ceived Holy Communion. I was much pleased at the evidences 
of piety and zeal which I remarked in the work of Rev. Mar- 
tin Kiindig, especially in the care which he gave to the children. 

^*' Plaustrum con<tMxi. 

"* FiltHS viri inclyli, McKean, qui ex seiialu fed. pro. est. 

*'» PlattstTo vexit. 

*" Pulchrifontis. 

'■' Dilucuio. 

"* To find me — me quaesiitirut. 
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September the twenty-sixth, before noon. Wc set out, in a 
heavy wagon,"* for the Gennan settlement in Venango County, 

September the twenty-seventh day, 1836. I blessed a church 
built of round logs"* on land given by Jacob [or James] 
Eiserman in Venango County, Pinegrove Township, seven 
miles to the northward from Shippensville, under the invoca- 
tion of St. Michael the Archangel. Forty, at the least, re- 
ceived Holy Communion, On the day following sixty persons 
were confirmed. We had not the time to visit the Catholics 
who are now building a church fourteen miles distant [from 
St. Michael's] in a place called " Wolley's Settlement "."'" 

We arrived at the town of Shippensville towards evening of 
the twenty-eighth day (of September], and hired a carriage to 
take us to the town of Freeport, fifty miles distant, intending 
to go by canal from [Freeport] to Pittsbiii^. 

October the second day. 1 preached in the church of St. 
Paul [Pittsburg?] ; and again on the ninth, when, in the morn- 
ing, at half-past nine, I gave Confirmation to forty-eight per- 
sons in the church of St. Patrick, which the Germans are now 
using."* Then, after Mass, I confirmed seventy-one in St. 
Paul's. 

October the eleventh day. I took the stage, together with 
the Rev. Mr. Benedict Bayer, who has done good service in 
the church of St. Thomas. Bedford. [In consequence of this 
service] the Germans coming here [to Bedford?] from a 
place called Harman's Bottom were enabled to receive the 
Sacraments with profit. Seventeen were confirmed on the 
thirteenth day [of October].*" 

»»• Planitro. 

*"Ex Irunds arborum t 

»" See Sept. 6, 1835. 

**• Occupant. — ■ 

*" This appears to be the meaning here, thoii^ the text ti a Gttle 



Leaving [Bedford?] alone, I gave Confirmation in Cham- 
bersbuT^, on the sixteenth day [of October], which was Sun- 
day, to abont thirty persons. The Rev. Thomas Heyden 
assisted. 

October the eighteenth day. 1 confirmed three in the church 
of St. Patrick in the town of Carhsle. 

1 made the Visitation in St. Patrick's church, Harrisburg,*" 
but there was no one to receive the Sacraments: The Rev. 
Mr. Foley, the pastor, was there. 

October the twenty-third day, in the church of St. Mary, 
Lancaster, about twelve received the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion. With this the Visitation was finished; and on the 
twenty-fourth day [of October] I returned to Philadelphia. 

During my absence [since August nineteenth] the sanctuary 
[of St. Mary's?] had been enlarged, and a place fitted for the 
episcopal throne. On occasion of these [improvements] , when 
the pulpit was changed to the Epistle side, by the order of my 
brother, the trustees found an opportunity to complain that 
their rights were being disregarded ; and three of them re- 
signed, that is, Louis Ryan, Archibald Randall and James 
Furlong. Others were chosen in their stead, and the affair 
was settled without trouble. 

obscure to one not actually on the ground with the Bishop. The MS. 
runs: "DU ii Her curru publico ingresius turn, RdS. Dho. Benedieta 
Bayer itineru comUe. qui in Eccl S. Thomoe, Bedfordi, tgregiam 
pratstilit operant, vt Cermani, a loco dido Harmon's bottom, hue pro- 
fecti, possettt cum fructu Sacramento tutcipere. ij conHrmali junt 
die 13." It must be kept in mind that, since the four dayt" vititation 
at Loyoliock. the order ot itinerary has been broken up or somewhat 
disarranged. The original design, as advertised in the Catholic Herald, 
was changed. Compare issue of Sept. 21 with issues preceding. 
'** The date is not given for Harrisburg, 
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January the eleventh day, 1837. As it was the express wish 
of the trustees that I should occupy the house near the church 
[St. Mary's] , which they had bought, designing it for a clergy 
residence, I yielded to their wishes, though not without some 
reluctance. They entered the fact in their records [namely] 
that they are giving it [the house] for the residence of the 
Bishop, and pastors of the church, who by his authority exer- 
cise sacred functions there. 

On this same occasion the students of the Seminary were 
moved to a house near by, at the back [of the clergy resi- 
dence]. The trustees assented to this [new locating of the 
Seminarians], without, however, taking any [corporate] 
action on it. 

April the second day, which was the first Sunday after 
Easter. I confirmed two hundred and sixty persons in St. 
Mary's church. The Rev. Mr. W[illiam] Whelan celebrated 
the High Mass. 

April the seventh day, 1837. I assigned the Rev. William 
Whelan *" to be assistant pastor at the church of St. Mary, 
in the city : but after a month I sent him, at the request of the 
Rev. Thomas Heyden, to be his assistant in Pittsburg. 

EIGHTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1837 

June the first day, which was the octave day of the feast of 
Corpus Christi. I set out for the eighth time to make the 
Visitation of the diocese. My companions in leaving the city 
were the Revs. Pierce Maher and Michael Gallagher. 

2«»For Father Whelan, see March 4th, 1832; also Dec. ist, 1835. 
136 
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June the second day, which was the feast of The Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, I visited the church of St. Peter in Elizabeth- 
town, and I made the announcement to the faithful Ehzabetha- 
tonians "" that The Rev. Pierce Maher, whom 1 purposed to 
appoint pastor of St. Patrick's, Harrisbug, would visit tliem in 
the future once each month. 1 confirmed about twelve, among 
whom was one lately a convert from Judaism to the Catholic 
religion. There were present [also] the Rev. Bernard Keenan 
and the Rev. Nicholas Steinbacher, S.J.. who [Father Stein- 
bacher], since there is no priest in charge of the Harrisburg 
congregation [and its missions], for some months now has 
been visiting the church at Elizabethiown occasionally to the 
great comfort and spiritual profit of the faithful. 

The same day we arrived in Harrisburg. 

The next day came, from the state of Ohio, the Rev. Thomas 
Martin, O.P., who had letters from his Prior, and was on his 
way to Europe, there to collect money. He gave me one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, which James May sent to me, at the re- 
quest '*' of the Rev. Philip Borgna, in order to have it [the 
money] sent on to a certain widow in Ireland. 

June the fourth day. Having received an account referring 
to the Rev. John Healy, I wrote to him, and also to my brother, 
[stating] that I would recall his [Healy's] faculties. 

June the fourth day. I confirmed one httle girl in the church 
of St. Patrick, Harrisburg; twelve received Holy Communion, 
The Rev. Father Martin sang the Mass. 

June the sixth day. I held the Visitation in the church of 
St. Patrick in the town of Carlisle : and I gave the charge of 
this [mission] to the Rev. P. Maher, pastor of St. Patrick's 
church. Harrisburg. He is to visit this [the Carlisle mission] 
the first Sunday of each month. 

*•• Fideles Elizabethopolitanos. 

*•■ Rogatu — by the advice, probably. 
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I went on to Chambersburg accompanied by the Rev. Mich- 
ael Gallagher, and there, in Christ's church, I confirmed thir- 
teen on the eighth day of June. The Rev. Patrick Rafferty. 
who has been in charge here for about three months, seems to 
be a very worthy priest of blameless life. 

June the eleventh day. I made the Visitation in the church 
of St. Thomas, Bedford. There were present the Rev. James 
Bradley, who visits this church once each month, that is, the 
third Sunday of the month, and the above named, Rev, Mr. 
M. Gallagher. 

The next day came the Rev. Mr. Meyers [Rev. Henry 
Meyers ?] , pastor of the church in the town of Cumberland in 
the state of Maryland. I gave to him the faculties of this 
diocese for the benefit mainly of those who are living near the 
territory assigned to him by the Archbishop of Baltimore: 
these faculties to be exercised with the consent of [other] pas- 
tors [of adjoining missions in Pennsylvania]. The Rev. Mr. 
Terence McGirr also came here [to Bedford]. About sixteen 
were confirmed, among these were two [ladies], converts from 
protestantism. This flock is small; but there is hope thai 
we may be able to place a resident pastor here ; for it is said 
that a Mr. Harman has left some houses for the support of a 
pastor, the use of which [houses], however, we cannot have 
so long as his [Mr. Harman's] sister, a certain Mrs. Byrne, 
is living. 

June the thirteenth day, 1837. I made the Visitation of the 
church of St. John Baptist in a place called Harman's Bottom. 
There were present the Rev. Benedict Bayer, pastor of the 
church of St. Patrick. Pittsburg, the Rev. James .\. StilUnger 
and the Rev. Mr. M. Gallagher. Twenty persons, about, were 
confirmed, and fifty received Holy Communion. 

I arranged the affairs [the temporalities of this foundation] 
as follows: I required James [or Jacob] Riffel,"' Rice 



'• Or Ri»set. 



BISHOP KEMRICK (1837) 



139 



and James [or Jacob] Adams to testify in writing that they 
would in no way claim a right of control over the church 
building, the parish buildings or the land given by Mr. Michael 
Riddlemoser "' for the support of the priest who shall exer- 
cise sacred functions there by the bishop's authority. He 
[Riddlemoser] had conveyed the property in written form to 
the three men [named] to be held in trust. The two first 
named are still living. I agreed also to their getting a charter 
[of incorporation] from the Legislature, by which charter 
they can execute duly certain acts according to law, without 
infringing on the rights of the pastor. These acts are required 
by the deed of transfer, which was drawn up by the above- 
named Riddlemoser, who has given nearly twenty -five hundred 
acres of land for the benefit of a Catholic College. There 
should be, by all means, a priest stationed in this place, for 
there are many Catholic families living there quite destitute of 
all the [ordinary sacramental] means of salvation. 

James Adams,"* an upright and sincerely pious man, with 
whom 1 also found lodging [during my stay at Harman's 
Bottom], brought me over a very rough mountain trail [or 
path],"" for a distance of fully three miles, to the road which 
leads from Bedford to Wheeling. Then, four miles farther on. 
I remained over night in a tavern together with the Rev. Mr. 
Stilltnger. The innkeeper's name was Kissel, The stage 
passed while we were sleeping. We, therefore, made another 
jaunt the next day of fifteen miles on foot to the town of 
Somerset. From Somerset we took the stage for fifty miles, 
which brought us to the town commonly called Williams- 
port,'" in Washington County, on the far side of the Monon- 
gahela River. 



1832 



See above — entry of Oct. 17th. 1830 ; see also entry of Nov, 2Sth, 



'• Or Jacob. 

'* Per semitam asperam nir 

" Now Monongahela City. 
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We couid not find the few Catholic families who live in the 
town of Somerset and in a place two miles out of the town, 
as we neither knew their names nor their place of residence. 

At Williamsport "' hve Mrs. Ihmsen and a few others 
(Catholics]. Mr. Boyle and Mr. Kearney live near the town. 
They are most earnest in their entreaties to have a priest visit 
them occasionally. 

June the sixteenth day. We arrived by hired carriage in the 
town commonly called Brownsville: "*' and we found lodging 
in the house of Mr. Workman, whose wife is a Catholic. 

June the eighteenth day. I held the Visitation in the Church 
of St, Peter, Brownsville. About twenty-five received Holy 
Communion : six were confirmed. 

June the twentieth day. I visited the church of St. James, 
not far from West Alexandria. Five received Holy Commu- 
nion on this occasion. This flock is small; and the people 
never have an opportunity to hear Mass on Sunday; since the 
Rev. Mr. Homer, pastor of the church in the town of Wheeling 
[now West Virginia], visits them only at rare intervals during 
the year, on some days of the week [between Sundays]. A 
Mr. Brown hves near the church, also a widow named Dough- 
erty: the families Robinson and Kane live some miles distant 
[from the church]. 

Towards evening of the same day we returned to Washing- 
ton, a ride of sixteen miles by stage. There [in the town of 
Washington), at the invitation of certain Lutherans, I preached 
in the German Lutheran church,"* explaining some points of 
Catholic dogma. 

The next day I celebrated Mass in the house of the widow 

'*' GuilmelmopoU. in Washington Co. 

"*"Curro condueto die decimascxia Jirnit pervcnimus Brunopolim, 
vulgo Brownsville." 
"•See again emry of August 6, 1840. 
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Goth, with whom lives [protiablj a boarder] Antony Renz, a 
Catholic She [die widow Goth], fonneiiy a Lutheran, is 
now very well disposed to endxace the Catholic faith. Twdve 
received Holy Comnmnion: five were confimied. 

Jane die twenty-third day, 1857. We celebrated Mass in 
the home of the Lady Ihmsen, a woman of great practical 
piety, whose husband, though a non-Catholic, proved himself 
yet very kind and courteous; and he procured for me the use 
of the Methodist diurch to preach. Ten received Hcdy Con»- 
munion.'** 

The Rev. Mr. Bauer gave me thirty-three dollars, the con- 
tribution of die Germans of St. Patridc's church, nttsburg,'*^ 
for the support of die Seminary. He also gave me ten dollars, 
his own gift [for die Seminary]. 

June the twenty-sixth day. I wrote to the Cardinal Prefect 
[of Propaganda?], and also to die American Bishops, on the 
question of appointing a bishop for Pittsburg,'*' and I recom- 
mended three names: the Rev. Mr. J[ohn] CyReilly, the Rev. 
Thomas Heyden and the Rev. James A. Stillinger. 

June the twenty-fifdi day, the sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
I confirmed ninety persons, about, in the church of St. Paul, 
Pittsburg. A great number [of children] also received first 
Hcdy Communion. The pastor. Rev. Thomas Heyden, is in 
charge of this church since the month of April last'** His 
assistant is the Rev. Mr. William Whelan. 

July the second day. I confirmed eighty in the church of 
St Patrick [Pittsburg]. The Rev. Benedict Bayer,*** pastor 

'** Presimiably at die Lady Oxmsen's, where Mass was celebrated ; 
not in the Methodist meeting-house, which served well enough for a 
talk or a tennon. 

«»» FuteopoK. 

SIS ** i>c £{Mscopo Puteopolitano designando." 

'** The twenty-sixth day—" 26 die ", has been crossed out 

sM Evidently the same as Bauer on June ^ above. 
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of the Germans, who frequent this church, assisted me. There 
were children also for first Holy Communion. 

June the twenty-seventh day. I visited the house where 
lives the community of religions women, Sisters of St. Clare. 
They rented this house when, two years ago, they were forced 
to leave their Convent. Under the direction of a priest of the 
Order of Preachers, Van der Weijer, they have persevered 
steadfastly in the hfe of religion, praying earnestly for the 
authority of the Holy See to relieve ^** them, burdened by the 
orders and the acts of the bishop of Detroit. With me [in 
this Visitation of the Sisters] were the Rev. Benedict Bayer 
and the Rev. James Ambrose Stillinger. I insisted tliat Father 
Van der Weijer must leave the place [must go elsewhere]. 
Though 1 have no knowledge or even a suspicion of wrong, as 
touching his moral life, yet either in stubbornness, or by an 
excuse of ignorance of the law, he has been celebrating Mass, 
despite the prohibition which I gave him, which prohitntion, 
under existing conditions, was necessar>-. 

I gave faculties to the Rev. Mr. Stillinger to hear their [the 
Sisters'] Confessions, as Extraordinary. This he did on the 
feast of SS. Peter and Paul. 

July the third day. I again visited them [the Sisters] ; the 
Rev. Mr. Hcyden was with me. I then appointed him to be 
ordinary confessor to the Sisters. 

July the third day {again). I held a meeting"" in the house 
of the Rev. Mr. Bayer, with whom I have been stopping dur- 
ing my present visit in Pittsburg. 1 made a promise to Joseph 
Snyder and others, who are preparing a building, and offering 

'" There it apparently an error in the Latin text — a slip of Ac pen. 
Aucloritateni S, Sedi» ut sibi mandatJi ci artis Epis. Detroitenus pa- 
vads subvenirent implorantcs" (should be subfeitirttur or subvenirtt). 

'^'Caelum habui, 

"' Tbe dale is out of order in time; but entered, as the Bishop evi- 
dently intended it, after the record of work done in Pittsburg. 
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it for divine services, and asking that it be considered a church 
for the use of the Germans in Bayardstown, that I would send 
them a German |>riest as soon as I had one free to send. I 
said, however, that I would make no change in the [present] 
standing of the church of St. Patrick. 

June the twenty-ninth day.**^ I dedicated to the service of 
God the church of Saints Peter and Paul near the town of 
Beaver. The building is of wooden frame, erected on ground 
given for the purpose by a non-Catholic, James HemphilL 
This gift is due mainly to the interest taken in it by John C. 
Murphy, with whom I left the deed of transfer, to have it 
entered in the [County] Records. The Rev. Thomas Heyden 
preached [on this occasion]. There were present also the 
Rev. Mr. Benedict Bayer and Rev. Michael Gallagher. Ten 
persons were confirmed, sixteen received Holy Communicm, 
four infants were baptized, and one contract in matrimony 
duly witnessed on this same occasion. 

July the fifth day, towards evening, we took a boat,**' the 
Rev. Mr. M. Gallagher and myself, in order to reach Free- 
PORT,**^ twenty-eight miles distant by way of the canal. But 
we had gone only twelve miles when the boat stopped *•** for 
want of water, the frequent heavy rains having broken the 
banks of the canal. I then walked nine miles to the town of 
Tarentum.*** From Tarentum to Freeport I rode a horse, 
which was loaned *•* me by a Mr. Moss. I heard Confessions 
[at Freeport] , and the next day confirmed about twenty ; forty 
receiving Holy Communion. 

«»• Cymbam ingressus. 

*■• Liberoportum, 

*•• Constitit cymba. 

«•» Described in Day's Collection as a town on the Alleghany River, 
21 miles from Httsburg. 

^** Equo mihi a Dno Moss accommodato Liberoportum vectus. 
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July the eighth day. We were brought, together with two 
ladies,"" named Gillespie and Cook, to the church of St, 
Peter,'"* near Buffalo Creek.'" About fifty were confirmed. 
Nearly one hundred approached to receive Holy Communion 
during the three days of our stay there [at Buffalo CreekJ. 

July the eleventh day. The Rev, Michael Gallagher went 
away, as the Rev. Joseph Cody had come there the clay before. 
He (Father Cody] is now to take charge as pastor of the place. 

July the twelfth day. We were taken through the woods in 
a heavy wagon:'** we had dinner with a Mr. Collins, an old 
man, who is living here now forty years. Towards evening 
we arrived at the town commonly called Morrinsville,"' and 
we found lodging at the liouse of Mr. John Miirrin. 

July the thirteenth and fourteenth days, Wc celebrated 
Mass in this [Mr, Murrin's] house. Fifty persons received 
Holy Communion: twenty-four were confirmed. 

July the fifteenth day. We arrived at the town of Butler, 
and were received as guests of John Sweeny. The same day 
came from Pittsburg the Rev. Benedict Bayer, in order to take 
care of the Germans. We had three days of spiritual exercises. 
Very many, fully one hundred and fifty, mostly Germans, re- 
ceived Holy Communion. Thirty were signed with the Holy 
Chrism. 

July the sixteenth day, I appointed The Rev, Mr, Joseph 
Cody, pastor of the church of St, Patrick near Buffalo 

'■■ Doinins Gillespie el Dni Cook. 

»•' Probably St. Patrick's is meant. See entry of July 16th below. 
There the church is given as St. Patrick's, also in Directories. 

>■• Prope rivulum qui a b»batis voealitr. 

i** Platisiro ptr sylvat vecli. 

"^ Mvrrmn-ille. The Bishop's spelling of this place is uniformly, 
throughout the diary, MorrinsvilU; yet he gives the man's name here 
John Mtirrm. 
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Creek ; '" I gave him charge also of St, Mary's in Freeport '•" 
and St. Peter's in the town of Butler, and the care of all the 
faithful throughout the Counties of Mercer and Butler, and in 
Armstrong County, excc(>ting the congregation at Red Bank. 
I appointed The Rev. Michael Gallagher pastor of St. Peter's 
church, Brownsville,"" and to his care I gave also the faithful 
of the church of St. James, near West Alexandria. These 
two"' [Brownsville and West Alexandria) have usually con- 
stituted one charge. To him [Father Gallagher] I committed 
also the care of all Catholics hving in the Counties of Greene, 
Fayette and Washington. As the Rev. Mr. B. Bayer was re- 
turning to Pittsburg, I sent letters by him to the Rev. Mr. 
Gallagher, in which I urged him to take up the work of the 
pastoral office without delay. 

July the eighteenth day. I, together with the Rev. Henry 
Herzog, who had just come to Butler, visited the Catholics in 
the vicinity of Mercer, We celebrated Mass in the home of 
John Jennings. Thirty received Holy Communion. Three 
were confirmed. Ten were baptized, one of whom [a woman), 
an adult, came to accept the faith on the occasion of her 
marriage. 

Proceeding by stage during the night, we arrived at Mcad- 
ville early in the morning of the nineteenth day of July. 

July the nineteenth day. I wrote from Meadville to His 
Eminence Cardinal Fransoni. I wrote also in answer to some 
complaints made by the Germans [at Pittsburg?] ; and I told 
ihem what I had done for the Sisters of St, Qare. 

I wrote also to the Mo.st Rev. Paul Cullen."' 

'•' Prope Bubalorum rivuium. 

"• Liberoportu, 

"' Brunopoli. 

'" AduHori solitos. 

'"Afterward Cardinal. Paul Cullen was presideni of the Irish 
College, Rome, 1833-1S49; Achbp. of Armagh, 1850-1853; .\chbp. of 
DvUin, 1853 to time of his death, 1873. He was made Cardinal IS66. 
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I wrote to the Rev. Mr. Horner, Wheeling,'" informing 
him that for the future he would be free from the care of the 
faithful living near West Alexandria; but telling him that he 
may exercise the sacred functions of the priestly office there at 
any lime in case of urgent necessity, or, in fact, anywhere in 
the diocese, with the permission of the local pastor. 

Early in the morning of July the twentieth, Paul Girard 
brought mc in a carriage from Meadville to his own home in 
the French settlement. 1 celebrated Mass there: the Rev. 
Henry Herzog also celebrated the sacred Mysteries. After din- 
ner I heard Confessions for four hours. The next day forty 
persons received the Holy Communion: twenty-four were con- 
firmed. The Rev. Mr. Herzc^ celebrated the High Mass: 
The French did the [choir] chant with admirable harmony: 
The girls also sang their own hymns between the parts of the 
chant. In the afternoon many of the people assembled [again] 
to adore the Most Blessed Sacrament '" and to sing hymns 
of devotion. 

At five o'clock in the morning of Saturday, the twenty-second 
day of July, we celebrated Mass: Many of the people were 
present. This same day, the last of our Visitation, they began 
the work of building a new church of wooden frame. In 
order to encourage them in this work [of church-tniilding] I 
gave them fifty dollars; and I promised them later on, when 
the building is finished, and title to the property is in my name, 
that I would give fifty dollars more. 

Miles Tinney came here [to the French colony] in order to 
bring me with him in a carriage to Cussewago Creek, a dis- 
tance of twenty-three miles. But, when we had made this 
journey, and were now approaching the house of John Patri. 

»■* Now West Virginia, then Virginia. 

"*It is hardly probable that the Bishop carried a monstrance with 
him in these long and laborious journeyings through the diocese. 
Likely, therefore, this was simply an hour's prayer before the Holy 
Sacrament reserved until the Mass of the next morning. 
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word was brought to us of the death "'^ of his [Patri's] 
younger son. We remained, over that night, in the house of 
John Sweeny. The following two days we stayed at the home 
of Tinney himself. We celebrated the Funeral Mass for the 
youth [son of John Patri], with the body present, in the 
church of St. Philip Beniti. Forty approached to receive Holy 
Communion, and six were confirmed during the Visitation [in 
St. Philip's]. 

On Wednesday, the twenty-fifth day of July. I set out again 
on the way, in a carriage driven by Alexander Sweeny and 
Edward Tinney. We arrived after noon at the German settle- 
ment.^" and stopped in the home of Jacob PefFcr. 

July the twenty-fifth day, 1837, I wrote to M. A. Frenaye, 
Esq. 

July the twenty-sixth and twenty- seventh days. We cele- 
brated Mass in the home of Jacob PeflFer. Eighteen were 
signed with the Holy Chrism, and about thirty received Holy 
Communion. The twenty-six German families, who live in 
this vicinity, are now preparing to build a church of wooden 
frame. Indeed they have begun the work, I gave them 
twenty-five dollars in ortler to encourage them in the work of 
building. 

From this place [Elk Creek?] I was brought by carriage to 
Girard"^ by E. Smith, who lives in Girard, in order to 
preach to the few Catholics who live in that vicinity and 
others, who were curious "' to hear me. I preached there [in 
Girard] in a building formerly occupied by the Free Masons, 

*■" Apparently this was a "sick call". 

^"Thc same apparently as ihe place described after May 26. 1834 — 
Near Elk Creek, called by some " New Germany ". 

"'' Girard described, in Day's Collection, p. 327. as "a village in Erie 
County, sixteen miles west of the town of Erie, on the road leadioK to 
Cleveland, also on the stream Elk Credc." 

^'"' Aliitque prurienlibus auribus. 
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now used for the meetings of the Methodists, on this same 
day, the twenty-seventh [of July]- Smith himself, a merchant, 
has some affection for the Catholic religion. His father is a 
convert to the Faitii from the sect of the Baptists. But he 
[this E. Smith] is considered to be a Presbyterian. An old 
man [named] Ward, living three miles away [from Girard], 
near Lake Erie, is a Catholic: but his children generally"* 
[daughters] follow the ways of the sectarians. This adds 
much to the deep sorrow of the old man. 

July the twenty-eighth day. I went to Erie, and I found 
lodging with a certain native of Poland, named Vonowsld. 
This Vonowski "" was paid by the Catholics for accommo- 
dating me. 

July the twenty-ninth, thirtieth and thirty-first days, I cele- 
brated Mass on the porch of the house of this same [Vonow- 
ski], where an altar was erected and very tastefully adorned 
with flowers and branches. More than sixty received Holy 
Communion, About forty were confirmed, Sunday afternoon 
I preached in the Courthouse on the Sacrament of Penance. 

August the first day. I went to Jamestown,"' in the state 
of New York, by stage-coach, which was more a lumbering 
wagon '" than a coach. This town lies along the shore of 
Lake Chautauqua."" The distance is fifty-two miles {from 
Eric], 

The next day. I went on [from Jamestown] to the town 
of Warren,"* in the state of Pennsylvania, a distance of 

"'■ Pleraeque dus 5liae. 
*'° Not a Catholic, it would seem. 
**' Jatobopolim (vulgo Jamestown). 
"'^" potius plaustro." 
»*• Spelled Chaleauque in MS. 

*"* Warren had been cut out of the visitation in 1836. it appears, 
from circumiiances at LoyaUock. See under September [3, [8j6, above. 
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twenty-two miles. There is no stage route, direct, from Erie 
to Warren.'** 

August the third, fourth and fifth days. We celebrated Mass 
in the [humble] hut""' of Joseph Archbold, who lives nine 
miles from the town of Warren, near the Manor known as 
Irvine,'*' not far from the town of Youngsville. Six persons 
received Holy Communion, and two were baptized in the town 
of Warren by The Rev. Mr. Herzog. 

August the fourth day. I preached in the Court House [at 
Warren]. There are some Catholic families living throughout 
this Coimty; but they are widely scattered, and their children 
hardly keep the Faith, for they have not the means of in- 
struction. The first priest, indeed, who is known ever to have 
visited this County is The Rev. Mr. Herzog. He, indeed, with 
untiring zeal and industry, goes frequently to visit the Cath- 
olics of several Counties, that is, of Warren, Erie, Venango 
and Crawford. 

There is in Warren Coimty, near the Alleghany River, a 
tract of land which belongs to the Indians. These Indians are 
the heirs of the Indian'*' [Seneca Chief] "Cornplanter", and 
have legal title to the land. The tribe is known as the Seneca, 
and lives in the state of New York [on the Tonawanda and 
Buffalo reservations]. 

After a jaunt of about thirty miles from the home of Joseph 



'" The r< 
• Tuguri 

"■■Prope In 



apparently, for going to Jamestown. 



: diribitorium Litterarlum." The terms are radier 
e Suet. Dt Vilis XIl Caesarum, Claudius, n. 18. The place, 
however, is described in I>ay's CoUectiom, p. 653, and includes a large 
tract of land, an inn, "The Cornplanter Hotel", a village, the pros- 
pective town of Cornplanter, and the palatial residence of the Irvines. 
»»'A half-breed, John O'Bail by name. He was associated with 
Brandt and Queen Esther in the Wyoming and Cherry Valley mu- 
tacres. See Day's Collections, pp. 654, 655, 656. 
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Archbold, we arrived at the church of St. Stephen, near Titus- 
vi]le,*'" and found lodging with Patrick Sloan. 

August the sixth day, 1837. I celebrated Mass in the church 
[St. Stephen's]. The Rev. Mr. Herzog was there also. I 
celebrated there again on the seventh, in order to ^ve the 
faithful the opportunity of receiving the Sacraments. A few 
only approached to the Sacraments. Fourteen were confirmed, 
and about the same nuniher received Holy Communion. 

August the eighth day. I celebrated Mass in the home of 
Michael McGarrel, near a place that is called Pit Hole. Five 
were confirmed here, and six received Holy Communion. 

August the ninth day. I celebrated Mass in the home of 
John Henry, near the Alleghany River. Six received Holy 
Communion. I witnessed also the marriage of Margaret 
Henry and Jesse Nellis."' Towards evening [of this same 
day] we readied the home of Jacob -'" Eiserman, thirteen 
miles distant. This is near the church of St. Michael, in 
Venango County. The Rev. Mr. Herzog has been making this 
his residence since the month of March [last]. I rcimained six 
days in th« home of Jacob Eiserman, and celebrated Mass in 
the Church of St. Michael. Twenty-six were confirmed on 
Sunday, which was the thirteenth of the month; and fifty, at 
least, received Holy Communion. After celebrating Mass on 
the feast of the Assumption, we went to the home of John 
Moore, and said Mass there on the sixteenth. Four were 
confirmed; and ten, about, received Holy Communion. Jacob 
Philip Greenwold, an old man, seventy-five years of age, 
though lame and almost bhnd, walked a distance of twelve 
miles to the church, as an act of practical piety; he returned 
home, also on foot. Following a custom which prevails in 

'** Profit Ttiofiotim. 
**« Cum laaia Nellis. 
»»'Of Jamw, 
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some parts of Germany, the faithful [here] are wont to sing 
hymns in the vernacular, instead of the Gloria and the Credo. 
I admonished The Rev. Mr. Herzog that the rites of the 
Church's Liturgy must not be changed. I had given the same 
admonition by letter to the Rev. Mr. Bayer (Pittsburg, at St. 
Patrick's]. 

Accompanied by [two men named] Moore and Rcif, we 
proceeded to the town of Greenville, and thence to the home 
of Mr. Gratz, where we remained over night. In the morning 
we celebrated Mass in the church of St. Nicholas of Tolentine, 
near Red-Bank Creek.'" Eight, about, received Holy Com- 
munion. 

August the seventeenth day. We arrived, in the evening, 
Daniel -Aaron being our companion, at the town of Brook- 
ville."' There we enjoyed the hospitality of John Gallagher 
first; then John Dougherty was our host: Friday, at the sixth 
hour [P. M.?] we are to take the stage. We traveled all the 
night, a distance of thirty-three miles, to Corwinville (Cur- 
wensville] ; ihen by private carriage, which we hired, six miles 
farther, to the home of Joseph Boone, in Qearfield County. 

August the twentieth day, which was the fourteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost. I held the Visitation in the church of St- 
Francis of Assisium in the town of Clearfield. The Rev, Otho 
Borgess was present: For one year, now, he has had care of 
the faithful in this County and in other places. .About twenty 
received Holy Communion, and six were signed with the Holy 
Chrism. 

August the twenty-second day. 1 went out to the settlement 
[of the French ?] in a carriage driven by a jmous youth named 
Joseph Schnell. 1 remained, making the Visitation, two days, 
in the home of Schnell "* the elder. Nearly thirty received 



"Pfope rivttlum a rubra ripa vocatum. 
" Ad ritmli oppidum, iii/ffo Brookvillt. 
** Apud senem Schndl. 
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Holy Communion ; but very few men amon^ them ; nearly all 
were women and children. Ten were confirmed. They have 
not yet built the church ; but, day by day, they propose to 
begin the work. I left with Mr. Schnell an Altar Stone for use 
[in the proposed new church]. They have now a silver image 
of The Crucified and a Oialice, sent them from France, a gift 
to this congregation of the faithful. They still need sacred 
vestments and a Missal. 

The church of St. Francis of Assisi [Qearfield] is still 
open to the winds and rains. It ought to be finished as soon 
as possible. But three hundred dollars would be needed to 
bring the work to completion ; but the number of Catholics is 
small, and they have not the means. There are sacred vest- 
ments in this church, a Mass book and a Chalice. But the 
priest (Father Borgess], who has not a Chalice of his own, 
takes this with him when making the round of visiting other 
missions. He visits the Faithful here very seldom, and not 
even at regular, stated times, though he has his residence at 
Bellefonte [only] forty-six miles distant. 

August the twenty-seventh day. I made the Visitation in 
the church of St. John the Evangelist, in Bellefonte. There 
were present the Rev. Otho Borgess, the pastor, and Rev. 
James Bradley, who came here [to Bellefonte] yesterday. 
About thirly received Holy Communion. Six were confirmed. 
The pastor lodges in the house of Henry Tammany, where I 
also found lodging for four days. But he takes his meals with 
Dennis McCafferty. The faithful here are few, and they can 
hardly contribute enough to support a pastor. He [the pastor] 
celebrates Mass in this church twice each month, on Sunday.'** 

August the thirtieth day. after a journey of thirty miles.*** 
I held the Visitation in the church of All Saints, in Lewis- 



» Bis per mensem, die dominies. 
• Probably made the day before. 
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town.**' Two only received Holy Communion. Seven re- 
ceived the Sacrament of the imposing of hands [Confimia- 
tion]."' Very few Catholics, indeed, live in this town, or in 
the County [MifHin]. There is a house, quite neat."** built 
near the church for residence of the pastor. It is given to a 
family just to take care of it, certain rooms being set apart for 
the use orf the priest when he comes to visit this mission. In 
the little church here are sacred vestments, a Chalice and a 
Missal. 

September the first day. I went, by stage, to the town of 
New Berlin, forty^ve miles from Lewistown. The next day 
I went eleven miles to Northumbria, and then twelve miles, by 
boat,*'" through the canal, to the town of Milton. 

September the third day. I signed six with the Holy Chrism 
in the church of St. Joseph, near Milton. The sermon was de- 
livered by the Rev. Arthur Wainwright: but in the evening 
the Rev. Nicholas Steinbacher, S.J.. preached. 

As Mr. Jacob'"' Spring, who died recently, has left to me 
by will "" all his temporal estate for the support of a pastor [at 
Milton], I announced that it is my purpose to appoint a priest, 
who is to make his residence near the church, and have the 
care of the faithful. I have in mind, therefore, after the first 
day of October next, to cee this plan realized."" 

s»T Ludovicopoli. 

^o' Ad mOHuum impositionem itilcifiendum accessrrunl. The fir« 
time, and, I think, the only time the bishop uses this rather unusual 
expression. Though ambiguous, if it *lood alone, there can be little 
room for doubt about Its meaning in thlt instance, when it is com- 
pared with other visitations. 

"•Satis pulchra. 

'"" Cymba per canalem. 

"" Or James. 

>"» The text of this will is printed in Father Breckel's pamphlet. His- 
tory of Si. Joseph's Church, Milton, 1905. PP- 29-30. 

"'The Calholie Herald of Oct. 5, 1837. records the rcaliiatjon of 
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September the fifth clay. I confirmed thirty in tlie church 
of St. Patrick. Pottsville. The Rev. Mr. A. Wainwright has 
begun the work of enlarging this church, or rather building it 
up anew, from the foundation. The success of this undertak- 
ing is hardly assured, as the money needed is not in hand. 

September the seventh *"* day. I confirmed twenty persons 
in St. Peter's church, Reading. The Rev. Mr. CoUinus Mc- 
Kinnon celebrated the High Mass. He is an Alumnus of the 
Urban College [Rome], and came here recently with the Rev. 
Nial McLeod, intending to return to Nova-Scotia. My brother 
preached [on this occasion]. 

September the eighth day — having finished the Visitation, I 
returned, towards evening, to Philadelphia. Thank God. 

October the twenty-first day. Came here irom Ireland the 
Rev, Mr, Edward Barron, from the diocese of Waterford. 
He is one of a very good family, himself a man of piety, of 
learning, and other qualities, which mark him out as a man of 
distinction and character. A short time after this I placed 
him [Father Barron] in charge of the Seminary. 

November the nineteenth day. I visited the town of Tren- 
ton [New Jersey], and I blessed the cemetery near the church 
of St. John the Baptist in the town of Bloomsbury. I con- 
firmed more than thirty persons. The Rev. Mr, Barron 
preached. 

November the twenty-eighth day. My brother set out for 

thii plan thus : " Rev. Edward McGcnnis has t*e«i appointed pastor of 
St. Joseph's congTCsatton. near Millon. with charge of all the Cath- 
olics in Northumberland. Union, Columbia and Lycoming counties. He 
will celebrate Mas* at St. Joseph's, near Millon, on Sunday, the 15th 
inst. His residence will be there." (Quoted also by Father Breckel.) 
Fftthef McG«nnis was ordained Sept. 30, 1837. 

*"* The number has been changed. It can hardly be discerned, even 
with a reading-glass, whether six or seven is the original 
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Pittsburg, in order to take charge of the church of St. Paul, 
and to act as Vicar General [for Western Pennsylvania?]. 
Eight days ago The Very Rev. Mr. Heyden, named for the 
see of Natchez, left there [Pittsburg] in order to seek counsel 
on the question of accepting the bishopric. 

December the third day. I made fniblic announcement of 
the appointment of the Very Rev. Mr. Barron as Vicar Gen- 
eral, and pastor of St. Mary's [the cathedral] . 



January the seventh day. I assisted at the consecration of 
the Bishop (titular) of Basileopolis, the Rl. Rev. John Hughes, 
to be the Coadjutor of the Bishop of New York. The conse- 
crating prelate was the Bishop of New York, John Dubois; 
the senior assistant was the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Boston, Bene- 
dict Fenwick. The consecration was in the cathedral church 
of St. Patrick. New York. 

January the eighth day. Returning from New Yoric, I went 
to the church of St. John the Evangelist, intending to make 
my residence there for the future. The title to the property 
is in my hands, and the church itself belongs to my adminis- 
tration [both, by right, as Administrator of the diocese]. 

January the twenty-second day. Came to Philadelphia the 
Bi.shop of New York [Dubois] and his Coadjutor [Hughes]. 
But the venerated old man [Dubois] was taken suddenly and 
seriously ill. stricken with apoplexy, as it is called. He re- 
mained for two weeks and a half; then, though he had not 
recovered his strength, he returned home. 

March the fourth day. I confirmed one hundred and twenty- 
six persons in the church of St. John the Evangelist. 

March the twenty-fifth day, which was the fourth Sunday 
of Lent. I gave the Sacrament of Confirmation, in tlic church 
of St. Joseph, to one hundred and seven persons. I was as- 
sisted by the Rev. Father James Ryder and the Rev. Father 
Felix Barbehn, S.J. 

April the twenty-second day, which was the first Sunday 
after Easter. I confirmed two hundred and eighty-seven per- 
sons in the church of St. Mary, in the city. I was assisted 
156 
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by the Rev. Mr. E[dward] Barron, the Rev. Mr. Peter Rich- 
ard Kenrick,"'"' and the Rev. Mr. C. I. Carter. 

May the twenty-third day. I sent to Rome, to the Urban 
College, Henry Balfe. 

June the tenth day. I gave Confirmation to fifty-eight per- 
sons, in the church of the Most Holy Trinity in this city. On 
the same day the Rt. Rev. John Purcell. Bishop of Cincinnati, 
preached in the church of St. John [Evangelist]. He is pass- 
ing on his way to Europe. 

NINTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1838 

June the thirteenth day. I started out alone on the way to 
make the Visitation. About three o'clock in the afternoon I 
stopped for lodging, at the house of Nicholas Buck, in a jrface 
called Bucksville, near the church of St. John the Baptist, in 
Haycock Township [Bucks County]- 

June the fourteenth day. I confirmed, in the above-named 
church, twenty-nine persons. I was assisted by the Rev. Mr. 
James Maloney, who has charge of this church now since last 
year,'" and visits it the first Sunday of each month. 

June the sixteenth day. I went to Easton, and the day fol- 
lowing, which was the Sunday within the Octave of Corpus 
Christi, I confirmed twelve persons in the church of St. Ber- 
nard [Easton]. There was present, besides the priest just 
named [Father Maloney], the Rev, Mr. John Dunn,"" who 
arrived in New York the beginning of the week [just passed]. 
This same day my brother set sail from the port of New York. 

June the seventeenth day. After a journey of seventy miles, 

• Always elsewhere, " my brother "—Fraler meus. 
" See August 9th, 1837. There it is stated that Father Heriog, who 
! formerly at Haycock, has been living at St. Michael's, in Venanso 
t March last. 1837. 
' First rector of St, Philip Neri's. 1840, 
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by Stage, from two o'clock in the morning to eleven o'clock at 
night,"" I reached a place called "Canaan's Comers". The 
next day I completed a journey of twenty miles, approximately, 
to a place where thirty-four Catholic families are settled 
[Mount Pleasant?]. 

June the twentieth day. I dedicated to divine service a 
church in Mount Pleasant Township, in Wayne County, under 
the invocation of St. Juliana Falconieri. There were present 
the Rev. Mr. John EKinn, Rev. Mr. Henry Fitzsimmons and 
Rev, Mr. James Maloney. About twenty received the Sacra- 
ment of Confirmation, and fourteen approached to Holy Com- 
munion. The next day I returned to " Canaan's Comers ", 
known also as " Oark's Comers " ; and the day following I 
arrived in the town of Carbondalc. 

June the twenty-fourth day, which was Sunday. I con- 
firmed seventy-eight persons in the church of St. Rose of 
Uma, in the town of Carbondale. Nearly seventy received 
Holy Communion. Tlie Rev. John Dunn preached [on this 
occasion] with much force and earnestness. The Rev. Henry 
Fitzsimmons has the care of this congregation for, now, nearly 
two years. He is a man of recf^nized piety and zeal. 

June the twenty-fifth day. We passed over a distance of 
thirty miles, to the town of Montrose: and the next day, after 
another jaunt of fourteen miles, we stopped at the house of 
Michael Power. 

June the twenty-seventh day. I confimied thirty-seven per- 
sons in the church of St. -Augustine, near Silver Lake, About 
fifty received Holy Communion, In the evening we returned 
to the town of Montrose : and early the next morning we went 
out nine miles to a town called New Milford, where we cele- 
1 

*"* Ab hora lecunda post mediani noctem usque ad faoram imdecimam 
post ineridiein. 
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braled Mass in ihe house of Mr. Byrne."" He [ Byrne] 

and one other received Holy Communion. At five o'clock in 
the afternoon I preached in the pubiic school-house. The bell 
of the Episcopal church, near by, was rung 10 assemble the 
people to hear me. This same night we passed on a distance 
of thirteen miles, and the next morning nine miles more to the 
home of Mr. Edward White in Binghamton [New York], 
We celebrated Mass in the new church. Afterward we went 
on again seventeen miles, and found hospitahty in the home 
of Mr. Thomas Donnelly. The next day, which was Satur- 
day, as also Sunday and Monday, we celebrated Mass in the 
church of St. Francis Xavier, in the town of Friendsville, 
where twenty-five persons were confirmed, and about eight re- 
ceived Holy Communion. There are one hundred and fifty 
families living in these two congregations, that is, St. Francis 
X.'s and St. Augustine's [Friendsville and Silver Lake]. They 
need a pastor and a larger church. 

While making the journey of thirty miles from Friendsville 
to the town of Towanda, the horse ran away, and I was in 
great peril, but escaped (unhurt]. The Rev. Mr. Fitzsimmons 
and an old man, Thomas Donnelly, who were in another car- 
riage, ahead, were thrown out, and narrowly escaped injury. 
We remained in the town of Towanda over night, and the 
next morning the Rev. Mr. Fitzsimmons baptized about thirty 
infants, and heard the Confessions of the men who are en- 
gaged in digging the canal. 



'*• The identity of Mr. Byrne is quite eatablished by the following 
letter, which was sent to the translator by the daughter of Mr. Byrne, 
the Ven, Sister M. Francis Xavier, of Pittston, March 11, 1916; 

" Colonel Peter Byrne has been known to me for twenty years 
as a Gentleman of undoubted worth and integrity. His position at the 
Bar and in the State 'Legislature shows his high qualifications. I feel 
confident that he will conscientiously discharge any office of trust to 
which he may be appointed. Francis Pathick Kehuck. 



Ball.. 
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July the fourth day, 1838. I dedicated the church of St. 
Basil the Great in a place called Cherry Township,*'" in Ly- 
coming County. Twenty-eight families are living in this 
vicinity, of whom sixteen are Germans, twelve of Irish origin. 
Twenty-tour persons were signed with the sacred Chrism on 
the fifth day of July: fifty, at least, received Holy Communion. 
There is, in a place called Elkland Township, in Lycoming 
County,'" an estate consisting of four hundred and thirty- 
eight acres of land, which Joseph Eck conveyed as a gift to 
the Rev. Mr. Leonard Neale in the year seventeen hundred 
and ninety-eight for the use of the Catholic Church, to erect a 
church building and support a priest. Archelaus Lewis has 
taken possession of this land, without legal title to it ; but later 
on he bought the land in a sale, which was legally authorized 
in order to pay the taxes due. He [Lewis] holds the land now 
eleven years: but, when admonished, it appears that he is not 
unwilling to pay the price of the land, to make his title secure. 

The day after this [July six], having made another jaunt of 
twenty-seven miles over a very bad road,"* we slopped for 

a IB Now Dushare, in Sullivan county, chartered a iMrough in 1859. 
See above, under entry for Sept. ijlh, 1836. From Rev. X. A. Kaier, 
who has been Rector of St. Basil's continuously since 1863. the tranft- 
lator has the information, 6)' tradition of Iht old seliUrs. that a ceme- 
tery also was blessed with the Hrit chapel. As some of the Catholic 
families had been living on ihc Loyalsock since about 1820, there were 
probably some deaths in the meantime. Tht translator also has a letter 
from his mother, written in ign. in answer to an inquiry about an 
Alsatian family. Lefevre, in which she states that when she was a 
little girl (she was born 1839) she had heard the older people speaking 
of the fact that Mrs. Lefevre, whose husband died after the family 
settled at Loyalsock, had walked from what is now Dushore to Potts- 
ville in order lo have the craisolation of a Mass celebrated for her 
departed husband. The distance is, by the route which she would have 
to follow, probably about one hundred and twenty miles. 

»>■ Now Sullivan county. Sullivan was constituted a county distinct 
from Lycoming, the northern townships, by act of March 15th. 1847. 

sufio pfssima. 



the night with a man named Buccalew : and the next day 
again we made thirty miles, to the church of St. Joseph, near 
Milton. 

July the eighth day. I gave the Sacrament of Confirmation 
to above twenty persons in this church [St. Joseph's. Milton]. 
Sixty persons received Holy Communion. Peace and practical 
pety reign here under the pastor in charge, the Rev. Edward 
Maginnis.'" 

July the ninth day. We went, by boat, through the canal. 
twelve miles, to Northumbria. We waited until night [at 
Northumbria] for another boat to take us on to the place 
where the two canals"* meet, near Duncan's Island. We 
reached there [Duncan's Island] at nine o'clock in the morning, 
and took another boat, which brought us a distance of forty- 
six miles lo Lewistown. We arrived there about two o'clock 
in the morning, and said Mass that same morning in the church 
of All Saints. Leaving the [two] priests [Fathers] Dunn and 
Loughran. one to preach, the other to celebrate Mass (at 
Lewistown), I again took the boat,"' about nine o'clock in the 
forenoon, in order to reach Huntingdon, which is forty-six 
miles distant; and where I had appointed to be the next morn- 
ing. We reached that place [Huntingdon] about midnight: 
and on the twelfth day [of July] I confirmed twelve persons 
in the church of the Most Holy Trinity [Huntingdon]. The 
Rev. James Bradley assisted me. The flock [of the faithful] 
is small in both these towns [Huntingdon and Lewistown]. 
As the canal was broken [banks or dikes washed away], the 
result of heavy rains of the eighteenth day of last month, which 
swept everything before them in flood torrents, in which also 

»>' Usually spelled in Calh. Directory of dale, and the Cath. Herald, 
MeCennU 

»'*The PetiHsytrania and Juniala. Described in Gordon's Cateleer 
of Pennsylvania . 1832, p. 146, 
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four lives were lost, we had to take the stage at Gaysport, a 
town near Hollidaysburg. We had to wait until nearly mid- 
night for the stage ; then proceed, during the night, for thirty 
miles, [first] to Hollidaysburg, thence to Newry, where we 
arrived,"' relieved at the prospect of a short rest, the Rev. 
James Bradley, the Rev. Mr. Longhran and myself. 

The Rev. Mr. William Loughran visits the faithful in 
Lcwistown once in two months, and himself lives in the sacristy 
of the church of St. John the Evangehst at Bcllefonte, because 
the Catholics there are too few, and too poor to provide a 
residence [for the priest]. He celebrates Mass on Sunday 
once or twice a month in this church [St. John's, Bellefonte]. 
Hc visits the church of Si. Francis of Assisi in the town of 
Qearfield once every two months; so also the French"* [in 
the colony in Clearfield County], who are now building a 
church. Occasionally also he visits a place near Carthaus 
Creek, and the faithful in other places widely scattered. The 
Rev. James Bradley vists the Cathohcs in the town of Hunt- 
ingdon several times each year; but he asks to be relieved of 
this burden. 

At Newry, July the fourteenth day, 1838. I wrote to the 
Very Rev. Mr. Barron, Vicar General. The same day I wrote 
to the Rev. Father Thomas Mulledy, Provincial. S.J. The 
same day I wrote, in answer, to the Rev. Mr. Michael Galla- 
gher. The same day I wrote to M. A. Frenaye. 

»'• I have taken this liberty in translating " feticiler perveni". judg- 
ing from the context, and the experience with " bad roads " and " stage 
coaches" by night, and "canal boats", since the Bishop left " Loyal- 
»ock " or " Cherry Township ". on the sixth, that relief at the prospect 
of a short respite is more accurately the Bishop's meaning than the 
simple and literal adverb safely or happily. Either translation ts fni*, 
but the latter hardly expresses what is meant. They were naturally 
delighted to get their feet on the ground, with the promise of a night** 
rest outside a lumbering coach, or a " passenger canal boat ", such ai 
were used the first halt of the last century. 

»" See above. Entries for Aug. 19, i8js; .^ug. 22, 183?. 
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July the fifteenth day. I gave the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion to about seventy persons, in the church of St. Patrick in 
the town of Newry. The Rev, Mr. Thomas Heyden preached. 

July the seventeenth day. After covering a distance of four- 
teen miles, by railway carriage,'" to a very high point in the 
Alleghany mountain -range, we proceeded on horseback to the 
home of Prince Demetrius A. Gallitzin, who was ordained to 
the priesthood in the year seventeen hundred and ninety-five, 
and now for nearly thirty-nine years has hved in these moun- 
tains, taking care of the spiritual life of the faithful. His 
[Gallitzin's] father was a Russian prince, ambassador to the 
Netherlands ; his mother Amelia, the Countess of Schmettau. 
He was born the twenty-second day of December, seventeen 
hundred and seventy. In seventeen hundred and ninety-two he 
came to America, to get a practical knowledge of customs and 
laws."* A short time after [coming to America] he entered 
the Baltimore Seminary of St. Mary, and gave up all claim 
to his family rights in order to become a servant and herald of 
Christ. November the twenty-first, seventeen-ninety-four, he 
was ordained subdeacon.''" Afterward he was raised to the 
order of Deaconship, then the Priesthood ; and he celebrated 
his first Mass on the feast of St. Joseph, in the year seventeen 
hundred and ninety-five. Later on, living, for a short time, 
with the Jesuits in the house near Conewago, he used to make 
missionary excursions to the Catholics living in the mountains 
here; until, in the year seventeen hundred and ninety-nine, he 
made this his residence; and, in himself, a living proof and 
example of perseverence, he has remained here ever since. 

'"Via ferrea rheda. 

"• " //oniinum tnorei et urbes ttt eogHosceret." 

*=" Gallitzin wa* ordained prieal March 18, 1795. Neither Father 
Heyden in his Life of Father Gatlilnin nor McLeod, The History of 
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary in North America, give the date 
of ordination to deacon's orders. Miss Brownson, in her Life of Gal- 
litei'fl, p. 94. says that he was a dencon when received into the Society 
of St. Sulpice. Feb. 13. I79S- 
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I went, the next day [July the i8th], to " Hart's Sleeping 
Place ",'^' in Susquehanna Township, twelve miles (Jislant 
from the home of Prince Gallitzin: there I confirmed seventy- 
three persons, in the church of St. Joseph, on the nineteenth 
day of July. Here lives the Rev. Mr. Lemke*" on land 
which he bought with his own personal money last year. 
There are about one hundred and twenty famihes in this cwi- 
gregation : they are generally poor people, t>ut they are strong 
in practical piety and sincere moral worth. The pastor [Father 
Lemke] is much esteemed for his devotion to duty and zeal 
for religion. He requests, however, to be reheved of the bur- 
den of visiting the sick in the Loretto congregation, and also 
the care of the faithful of the congregation in the town of 
Johnstown, because they are too far away. 

July the twenty-second day, which was the seventh Sunday 
after Pentecost. I confirmed one hundred and eighty-seven 
persons in the church of St. Michael, Loretto. Seventy were 
confirmed the day before. There were present the Rev. Deme- 
trius A. Gallitzin. Rev. William Loughran, the Rev. Terence 
McGirr. The Rev. Peter Lemke celebrated the Mass. At 
four o'clock in the afternoon I preached on the forgiveness of 
sins in the Court-house in Ebensburg. 

July the twenty-fourth day, having returned to the summit 
of the mountain, I went to Johnstown by railroad. The church 
of St. John Gualbert. which was buill in this town three years 
ago, was sold recently, in a sale *" authorized to pay a debt 
claimed by Conrad, a Catholic architect. The building was 

"' Now St. Joseph's church, Cambria Counly. attended from Car- 
rolltown. 

"* Peter Lemke lalwred for a short time at Holy Trinity, Philadel- 
phia, 1854; later entered the Benedictine Order; died in the tnonastery 
at Carrolltown, Cambria Co., in 1882. See sketch of his life by Dr. 
Lawrence Flick, Am. Cafh. Hisl. Soc. Records. 1898, pp, 139-192. 

"* Sub liasia — by sheriff's writ. 



bought in by a lawyer named Daniel Stammart, who promises 
that he will leave the church to the use of the Catholics, pro- 
vided one-half the entire sum due is paid in September, and 
security given for the payment of the remainder within one 
year. The people complain generally that Conrad has. in this 
case, offended against justice: some, however, find the fault 
against justice in other sources. 1 confirmed seventeen persons 
in this church [St. John Gualbert's). The Rev. Peter Lemke, 
who visits this mission the third Sunday of each month, as- 
sisted me. 

At three o'clock, on the twenty-fifth day of July, I started, 
by way of the canal, for the town of Blairsville, thirty miles 
distant. I reached this town before midnight, and found los'g- 
ing in a tavern for the remainder of the night. 

July the twenty-eighth day. I confirmed forty-two persons 
in the church of SS. Simon and Jude, in the town of Blairs- 
ville. The congregation enjoys peace in the exercise of piety, 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. James Ambrose Stillinger, 
who has charge here now for nine years past, and has won 
the loyal affections of the people. He lives [alternately] two 
weeks in this town, then, the two weeks following, near the 
church of St. \'incent. There are about one hundred families 
in this congregation, aggregating about six hundred souls, of 
whom three hundred received Holy Communion at Easter time. 
During the last year there were thirty 'births, six marriages, 
four deaths. The other congregation of St. Vincent has one 
hundred and fifty families, seven hundred souls, four hundred 
communicants. There were thirty-five births last year, five 
deaths, seven marriages. 

July the twenty-ninth day, the fourth hour before noon, I 
boarded the boat [on the canal] : There I saw the Very Rev. 
Mr. [Edward] Barron, who came from Philadelphia in order 
to help me in the work of the visitation. 

July the thirtieth day, 1838. I confirmed seven persons in 
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the church of St. Mary of the Nativity in the town of Free- 
port. The Very Rev. Vicar General [Edward Barron] 
preached. 

August the first day. I gave Confirmation to three persons 
in the church of St. Patrick, near Sugar Creek.'** The pastor 
here, Rev. Joseph Cody, is a sincere, God-fearing man. There 
are one hundred and fifty families in this congregation; and 
one hundred and twelve in the congregation in the town of 
Butler. Eighty- four of these are German ; the others, who use 
the English language, are either Irish or of Irish parentage. 
There are also eighteen French families who belong to this 
congregation [Butler]. 

August the fifth day. I confirmed eighty-three persons in 
the church of St. Paul in the town of Pittsburg. The Very 
Rev. Vicar General [Barron] preached. The Mass was cele- 
brated by the Rev. Edward Garland, who for four months now 
has been assistant to the Rev. John O'Reilly, the pastor of the 
church. Both [O'Reilly and Garland] are esteemed for their 
piety. The Rev. James Reid, of the diocese of Gncinnati, was 
present [on this occasion]. 

August the seventh day. I confirmed twelve persons in the 
church of SS. Peter and Paul near the town of Beaver. The 
Rev. Edward Garland assisted me. He visits this mission 
once each month ; and, under his care, the work of religion is 
strong, though the flock is small in number. 

August the twelfth day, and the day following. I confirmed 
about twenty persons in the church of St. Peter near the town 
of Butler. One hundred and twenty received Holy Commu- 
nion. The Rev. Mr. Cody assisted me. He visits this mission 
the third Sunday of each month. 

August the fourteenth day. I went by stage through Mercer 

»2*Sanic as "Buffalo Creek". Sec Griffin's Researches, Apr. 1887, 
p. 144, note from A. A. Lambing. 
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to Meadville,*"' then by a heavy wagon"" to the French 
settlement seven miles distant. On the feast of the Assump- 
tion of the Virgin [Mother of God] I blessed a church under 
the invocation of St. Hippolytus, buih of wood in this same 
[French] settlement. Fifteen persons were signed with the 
Holy Chrism, twenty received Holy Communion. In the after- 
noon I was taken in a heavy wagon '" to the house of an old 
man named Karlan. near Casewago Creek/'* a distance of 
seven or eight Leagues."' Morgan Sweeney was the driver 
[of the wagon]- 

August the sixteenth day. Five persons were confirmed, 
and fifteen received Holy Communion in the church of St. 
Philip Beniti. In the evening the Rev. Mr. [Bernard] McCabe 
was taken, in a heavy wagon, by a very good man named 

O'Neill, to the town of Cranesville. seven miles distant. 

I rode on horseback. The next day we went on to the German 
colony near McKean Corners, in Erie County, the same good 
man [O'Neill] still giving us his services. 

August the eighteenth day. I celebrated Mass in the home 
of Joseph PefTer. and gave Holy Communion to sixteen per- 
sons. 1 also confirmed two. The church is not yet built, 
though a year has passed since it was begun, and title to the 
property has been conveyed to me. In the evening I arrived 
in the town of Erie. Mr. Brebender brought me in his carriage. 
There is a house built here [at Erie] for the residence of a 
pastor ; and the ground floor is designed to be used as a chapel. 

August the nineteenth day. I celebrated Mass in the 

»" Pralopolim. 

"• Plaailro. 

•" Plouitro. 

'" CMistivago. 

*i*The first, and, I think, the only instance of the use of the word 
LrucoTum. Usually the Bishop gives distances in miUia pasmum or 
milliaria. 
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chapel "® in the town of Erie. I used the privil^e " of cele- 
brating in any decent place"; hence I did not bless it. The 
Rev. Mr. Belleis preached in German. I spoke to the pec^e 
in English. Seven were confirmed on Sunday, and six on 
Monday. About seventy received Holy Communion. Some of 
the Germans have already 'begun to build a church without 
asking the permission of anyone ; and they would like to have 
a priest appointed to have charge of this [church] who can 
speak their language. I promised to grant this request on 
condition that they convey title to the church property to me. 

August the twenty-first day, at five o'clock in the morning, I 
took the stage; and about midnight I arrived in the town of 
Mercer. I celebrated Mass the next morning in the home of 
a Mr. Jennings, who lives along the road which leads to the 
town of Greenville, four miles from the town of Mercer, in 
Delaware Township. Six were confirmed, and twenty received 
Holy Communion. 

August the twenty-third day, at five o'clock in the morning. 
I took the stage, and, proceeding by way of the town of Har- 
mony,"* I arrived in the city of Pittsburg about nine o'clock 
in the evening. 

August the twenty-sixth day. I confirmed about sixty per- 
sons in the church of St. Patrick, Pittsburg. The priest Herzog 
was there, and also the Rev. Peter Nicholas Belleis, O.S.B., the 
pastor of this church. 

While stopping at Pittsburg, I held '** a meeting to delib- 
erate upon some problems of the Germans there. This ar- 
rangement was agreed upon: The Rev. Father Balleis is to 
continue in charge of the church of St. Patrick ; and the Rev. 
Mr. Herzog is to celebrate Mass in the chapel in Bayardstown. 

»«o Apparently the basement chapel referred to above. 

»«* Evidently the former home of the Rappite socialist community. 
See McMaster's Hist, of the People of U. 5., vol. V, pp. 82-120. 

■*2 Coetum habui. 
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Afterward I learned that there is a ffrogshop under this chapel : 
I therefore informed the said Rev. Mr. Hcrzog, by letter, that 
Mass shall not be celebrated there so long as the basement of 
the building is used for the purposes of a tavern. 

At the time of Visitation [in Pittsburg] I named some cer- 
tain new members of the board of trustees of St. Paul's, as 
three members of the board had resigned the office. 

On Wednesday, about one o'clock, in the afternoon, I took 
the stage together with Rev. John O'Reilly. At the third hour 
after midnight we arrived at an inn near the chapel of St. 
James, which is not far from the town of West Alexandria. 
I confirmed ten persons in this church [St. James'] on the 
twenty-ninth day of August. Returning [from West Alex- 
andria] to the town of Washington, I preached there in the 
evening, in the Court House. The next day I went in a car- 
riage a distance of twenty-two miles from Washington to 
Waynesburg. A German drove the carriage."* 

August the thirty-iirst day. I celebrated Mass in the home 
of a German,*** and confirmed twenty-one persons, among 
whom was a Mr. Laziar ••* of Virginia,*** lately a convert to 
the faith. I preached in the Court House. There were present 
the Revs. John O'Reilly and Michael Gallagher. They also 
celebrated Mass.**' The church, which was b^^n there [in 
Waynesburg] under the charge of the Rev. Mr. P.[atrick] 
RafFerty, is still without a roof, but the faithful are now pre- 
paring to finish it. With William Gillespie *** as a companion, 
who came here [to Waynesburg] to bring me in his own car- 

"• Auriga Germano. 

»»* Probably the same as the auriga, 

»*» Sec below, Lasur. Entry of Oct. 14th, 1846. 

••• Now West Virginia, probably. 

••^ Probably in the home of the German. 

•■•Ancestor of James G. Blaine, probably, or of the family of 
Blaine's mother. 
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riage. I proceeded a distance of fourteen miles, and stopped at 
the house of Mr. Bell, intending to make the rest of the 
journey to Brownsville the next day. 

September the second day. I confirmed about thirty persons 
in the church of St. Peter, Brownsville. The Rev, Michael 
Gallagher, pastor of this church, resides here. He works with 
great zeal, and gratifying results. The Rev. John O'Reilly 
preached in the afternoon. Towards evening I took the stage 
for a continuous day and night journey. At three o'clock in 
the morning of Wednesday we reached Hagerstown [Mary- 
land?]. Thence [from Hagerstown] I made another jaunt of 
twenty miles by stage to Chambersburg ; and : — 

September the fifth day. I confirmed about ten persons in 
the church there [Chambersburg]. The Rev. Mr. Otho Bor- 
gess has charge of this church. With the Rev. Father Dough- 
erty '" as a companion, I went, by carriage, to the church of 
St. Ignatius in the mountain;""' and, the next day, confirmed 
thirty persons there, of whom eight were converts lo the faith. 

September the seventh day. I gave the Sacrament of Con- 
firmation to about fifty persons in the church of St. Francis 
Xavicr, in the town of Gettysburg. The Rev, Father Stein- 
bachcr preached in German. I lodged in the house of an 
Italian physician named Barlucci,'*' a very good man. [A 
man] named Lily brought me in his own carriage to the resi- 
dence of the Jesuits [at Concwago?]. 

September the ninth day — Sunday. I confirmed three hun- 

'" Probably Michael Dougherty, SJ. 

**• Called, in the Catholic Directories of these years, " The Moun- 
tain church ". 

**i The writing here is 3 little cramped. I cannot be sure about the 
spelling. However, in John T. iReity's "Collection of Catholic Local 
History, CoNEWAGo", the name is given, apparently 0ie same: Dr. C. 
N, Bnrluchy. This probably was caught from the sound— Barhicci or 
Burlucci. 



OF BISHOP KENRICK (1838) 



dred and twelve persons in the church of the Most Sacred 
Heart near the residence of the Jesuits [Conewago?). 

September the tenth day, 1838, with Father Steinbacher as 
a companion — I went to the town of York, twenty-two miles 
distant, and there signed with the Holy Chrism fifty persons, in 
the church of St. Patrick. The Rev. Mr. Patrick RaiTerty."' 
who has pastoral care of this church since the month of April 
[last], is just recovering from a severe illness. He is a man 
to be esteemed for the blameless integrity of his life. In the 
church of St. Peter, Columbia, I confirmed thirty persons the 
day following [i. e. September eleventh] ; and thirty-eight in 
St. Mary's church, Lancaster, the thirteenth day of September. 
Finally, on the sixteenth day of September, which was Sun- 
day, I confirmed fifty-six in the church of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, Goshenhoppen. The pastoral charge of this church 
belongs to the Rev. Father {Au^stine) Balli, S.J.,"* a pious 
man indeed. Toward evening I went to the town of Reading, 
twenty-two miles distant, and preached there in St. Peter's 
church, 

September the seventeenth day. I returned to the city 
[Philadelphia!. With God's good help the work of the Ninth 
Visitation is done. 

September the twenty-third day. I made public'" a pas- 
toral letter asking the contrilxilions of the faithful for the sup- 



*" Appointed rector of 'St. Francis Xavier's, Philadelphia, aome time 
between December i, 1840, and June, 1841. See entry of June 6th, 
1S41 : also note on same. 

>'■ The usual spelling is Bally. 

*** The date of this appeal, given in Father Augustine Schuke's 
Sketch oj the Stminary of St. Charles Borromeo. p. 36, is Sept. a — a 
printer's error, Father Schulie assures me. The Catholic Herald, Sept. 
37, 1858, has Sept. 21. This probably is the date of writing the appeal; 
while tbe 33d. given here, may be the date of making it public. 
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port of the Seminary, or, rather, to cover the cost of a house, 
which I bought for Seminary •*" use. 

October the seventh day. I confirmed more than one hun^ 
dred persons in St. Augustine's church in the city. The Rev. 
Father James O'Donnell has charge of this church at present — 
a man esteemed for piety and zeal. The Rev. Father Thomas 
Kyle, O.S.A., is assistant. 

October the twentieth day. I confirmed fifty-two persons in 
the church of St. John the Baptist, Mana3runk. The most 
worthy Vicar General Barron celebrated the Mass. He also 
preached in the evening. The pastor, a man of very correct, 
priestly life, the Rev. I>avid MulhoUand, is a close friend of 
mine. 

**^ The ** unfinished building " at the nordieast corner of Race and 
Eis^tecnth streets — iiitn Fifth (from the Schuylkill) and Sassafras. 
See Father Augustine Schulte's SkeUh of the Seminary, p. j6. 



lEXgifittn ^mihnh attii ^ifirty-t^m (1839) 

January the twenty-second day. The Rev. Michael O'Con- 
nor, D.D., with ten students, began to occupy the [Seminary] 
building of St. Charles Barromeo. 

February the eleventh day. I consecrated, in the solemn 
rite prescribed by the Roman Pontifical, the church of St. 
Joseph in this city. The bishop of Philadelphia [Conwell] 
was there, also the bishop of Basilinopolis [Hughes, Coadjutor 
of New York]. The Very Rev. Father Thomas MuUedy, Pro- 
vincial, of the Society of Jesus, was Assistant Priest. There 
were present also Father John McElroy, the pastor of the 
church, a man of piety and prudence. Father Barbelin, es- 
teemed for his good life, and many other priests. 

March the twenty-first day. I gave permission for the build- 
ing of a new church in the district of Spring Garden. Some 
difficulty arose, however, about the choice of the place where 
the church was to be erected; definite action, therefore, was 
deferred for two months, until a location was determined, 
that chosen, namely, by the Rev. Michael O'Connor, on Fair- 
mount Road at the corner of Biddle street. A meeting was 
held on this subject [of a new church] on the twenty-seventh 
day of May in the basement of the church of St. John the 
Evangelist. 

May the twenty-sixth day, which was Trinity Sunday. I 
gave the Sacrament of Confirmation to about fifty persons in 
the church of the Most Holy Trinity in this city. The Rev. J. 
P. Dunn celebrated the Mass. Rev. Mr. Otho Borgess assisted. 
He is pastor of this church, having held the charge now for 
ten months. 

Three weeks ago, that is, the fifth day of May, the Right 
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Rev. John Hughes, Bishop of Basilinopolis [Coadjutor of 
New York] gave Confirmation, at my request, in the church 
of St. John to about one hundred and seventy persons. I [oa 
this occasion] went to Pottsville in order to be fyrcsent at the 
burial services of the Rev, Arthur Wainwright, who died May 
the second, 

June the second day. I dedicatee! a church in the village of 
Norristown under the invocation of St. Patrick. There were 
present the Rev. David Mulholland and Rev. James Madison 
Lancaster, a priest from Kentucky, who, travehng through this 
way, stopped here, and the Rev. Charles Ig. Carter, who cele- 
brated the Mass. There was a sermon in the evening by the 
Rev. J. M. Lancaster. 

June the ninth day. I confirmed one hundred and seventeen 
persons in the church of St. Joseph in this city. The Rev. 
Fathers Barbelin and Haverman, S.J., assisted. 

June the tenth day, at four o'clock in the afternoon. I laid 
the corner stone of the church of St. Francis Xavier in the 
district of Spring Garden, near the cit^'. Nearly all the clergy 
[of the city] were present, namely, the Very Rev. Edward 
Barron, VXj., the Rev. Michael O'Connor, Rector of the Semi- 
nary, by whose energy chiefly this work was begun, and eleven 
other priests; also [from outside the city] the most worthy 
pastor of the church of St. John the Baptist in the town of 
Manayunk, and the Rev. David Mulholland. There were also 
eight seminarians present, and a great gathering of people. 
The priests chanted the Psalms in a manner that was edifying. 
The entire ceremony, with its celebration, was an event of fair 
promise. 

TENTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1839 
1839 — June the twelfth day. I began the Visitation. The 
Rev. William Loughran was my companion in the work, and 
also, from Lancaster, the Rev. Bernard Keenan. 



June the thirteenth day. I confirmed twenty-one persons 
in St. Mary's church in the village of Elizabeth town. 

June the sixteenth day. I confirmed twenty-eight persons in 
St. Patrick's church in the town of Harristourg. The Rev. 
Patrick Rafferty was there present. 

June the eighteenth day. I confirmed fourteen persons in 
the church of St. Patrick in the town of Carlisle. 

June the twentieth day. I confirmed three persons in Christ's 
church in the town of Chambersburg. The trustees have built 
lately a new house for the use of the pastor; but there is no 
pastor, since the Rev, William Loughran left the place on 
account of the vexations of trustees. 

While the journey from Philadelphia to Chambersburg can 
be made now by railroad within thirteen hours, the rest of the 
way [to Youngstown, Pa.?], about the same distance, takes 
almost forty hours. 

June the twenty-first day. I took the stage for a continuous 
day and night journey, at nine o'clock in the morning ; and on 
the twenty-third, at three o'clock in the morning, I arrived at 
the village of Youngstown. A physician named McGirr re- 
ceived me kindly; and through his kindness a certain Mr. 
Waterson brought me with my baggage to the church of St. 
Vincent de Paul. 

June the twenty-fourth day, which was the fourth Sunday 
after Pentecost. I confirmed ninety-four persons in the church 
of St. Vincent de Paul. The Rev. John O'Reilly preached. 
The pastor celebrated the High Mass on the occasion. The 
Rev. Michael Gallagher was present. The Rev. James A. 
Stillinger is strong in the affections of tlie people by reason of 
his good life. He is held in high esteem also by those who axe 
outside the fold. The physician McGirr had some complaints 
to make against him ; but, when the facts were examined, it 
was proved that he was innocent, though, perhaps, wanting in 
prudence. 
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The next day, with the Rev. Mr. J. O'Reilly as my com- 
panion, I arrived in Pittsburg, and lodged with the Rev. Father 
Joseph Prost of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, 
who has now the charge of the Germans in this city. 

As Sister Frances Vinderoghel, of the order Sisterhood of 
St. Qare, has been outside •*• the convent for some months, 
and is even now preparing to sell the convent building near 
AUeghany-town, I addressed to her the following letter: •*' 

To Sister Frangoise Vinderoghel, 

of the Sisterhood of St. Qare : — 

In virtue of the power that we have 'both ordinary and ex- 
traordinary, delegated by the Apostolic See, we order you, in 
the virtue of holy obedience, to present yourself before us on 
Monday next, the first day of the month of July at ten o'clock 
in the morning, in the house actually occupied by the Relig- 
ious of the Sistertiood of St. Qare near the town of Alleghany ; 
this, in order to explain your reasons, and to hear our judg- 
ment and our decision on matters which regard yourselves^ and 
which are placed under our jurisdiction. 

Given at Pittsburg, the twenty-ninth day of June, on the 
feast of SS. Peter and Paul, the year mdcccxxxix. 

+ Francis Patrick Kenrick, 
Bishop of Arath and Coadjutor of the Bishop of 
Philadelphia, with the Power of Administrator. 

The Sister above named refused to present herself, and tried 
to excuse herself by letter; but later on she obeyed. At the 
time appointed, therefore, I went to the house where the Sisters 
live. With me were the V. Rev. Vicar General Edward Bar- 
ron, the Rev. John O'Reilly and the Very Rev. Joseph Prost, 
superior of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, and 
rector of the church of St. Patrick, that is, of the Germans, 
who are now using that church. 

•*• Vagahatur, 

»*' The text is written in French. 
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After a few brief words of explanation, it was agreed thai 
Sister Frances Vinderoghel should within ten days pay three 
hundred dollars to each one of the religious women, that is 
ten, in the community, as compensation for labor, on this con- 
dition, that they [the ten Sisters] were to renounce any claim 
that they might have on the house which they were then occu- 
pying. They asked me earnestly to be allowed to go, all to- 
gether, to Belgium. I granted them permission to go: but I 
counseled them rather to enter some other religious communi- 
ties in this country, for they seemed to me hardly capable of 
such a journey or of residence in a strange land. This affair 
[of the Community of Sisters of St. Qare] seems thus to be 
Bnally settled. 

A few weeks before I came to Pittsburg someone, without 
giving his name, yet claiming to speak in the name of many 
others, made complaint in print, through the medium of the 
paper known as the "American Advertiser ", about affairs in 
the church of St. Paul; and he called upon the faithful to 
vindicate their rights, which he said had been violated. I. 
therefore, on Sunday, which was the feast of the Commemo- 
ration of St. Paul, look occasion, in this same church, to ex- 
plain from the pulpit what is the actual state of things. I en- 
deavored to make it clear to all. that title to the church prop- 
erty is held in my name from the free agreement of the faith- 
ful themselves, who gave their assent to this arrangement 
ten '** years ago, when I told them that I would not dedicate 
the church to divine worship until title to the property was 
conveyed to be held and controlled in my name. As to the 
conditions appended to this agreement. I showed them that the 
written form, which the trustees themselves iiad drawn up, 
placed no condition whatever, but this one ; — that the property 
should serve the use of the congregation. I told them, more- 
over, that the administration of financial affairs of the church 
was still carried on by the trustees whom I designated; and 



" See above — entries for September 11 and I 
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that the priests received only each one the pension which had 
been formerly determined, that is, six hundred dollars [yearly] . 

There appears no reason here to fear discord. The tem- 
poralities, in fact, are in good standing : the tmrden of debt is 
only six thousand dollars. 

The Very Rev. [Jose|rfi] Prost, who came here some months 
ago to take charge of the Germans, entered into some agree- 
ment with Joseph Snyder to acquire a building to be used as a 
church. This agreement, however, was subject to conditions, 
that it be approved by myself and the faithful. I did not ap- 
prove it ; but I said that, if either the entire congregation or a 
strong number of the faithful was in favor of the design, I 
would not oppose the plan. Beyond this I said nothing and 
did nothing that could be understood as involving an obliga- 
tion either way. 

During the past year a building was acquired [in Pittsburg} 
for the Sisters of Charity, to be used as an orphan asylum. 

On the day of the Commemoration of St. Paul [June 30] I 
celebrated Mass at eight o'clock in the morning in St. Patrick's 
church, and confirmed sixty-one persons. On the same day I 
preached in St. Paul's, and, after the Mass, confirmed one 
hundred and fifty-five persons. After Vespers the Very Rev. 
Vicar General [Barron] preached on Sacrifice [probably the 
Sacrifice of the Mass]. 

July the second day. I set out on the way to Meadville '*• 
together with the Very Rev. Vicar General. We arrived there 
[at Meadville] the following forenoon at ten o'clock. Mr. Rich- 
ard came to Meadville, and brought us, in a heavy wagon,*** 
to the French settlement. I stopped there in the home of a 
Mr. Doubet. On the fourth day of July I confirmed sixteen 
persons in the church of St. Hii>polytus ; the same sixteen also 
received Holy Communion for the first time. About sixty [in 

'*• Medopolim. 
•»• Plaustro, 
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all?] approached the Holy Table. The Vicar General [Bar- 
ron] preached in French. 

July the fifth day, 1839. I went by stage from Meadville to 
Erie ; and we found hospitality in the inn of a Mr. Qarke, an 
Episcopalian. Every evidence of respect was shown us [at the 
inn], and they would take no stipend from us for services 
rendered. 

July the seventh day, which was the seventh Sunday after 
Pentecost. We celebrated Mass in the chapel,**^ and the Very 
Rev. Vicar General preached. In the afternoon I gave an ex- 
position of the doctrine of the Infallible Church, in the Court- 
house. About sixty came to receive Holy Communion [in the 
diapel]. Twenty-one were signed with the holy Chrism. The 
Germans have erected a church building of wooden frame. 
They did this of their own initiative ; the title to the property 
being held in the name of eighteen men. As I would not 
dedicate this church building to the service of God, unless 
they transferred the title to me [as Ordinary of the diocese], 
they agreed in a written document, which they signed, to con- 
vey their right to me ; but with this condition appended : that 
this [church] is to be for the use of the Germans, and that the 
priest in charge or the pastor is to use the German language 
in the sacred ministry — that is, in preaching. There is some 
evidence here of an indocile spirit ; for on the very day of the 
Visitation some of them assembled in the said church building, 
singing ■■* hymns and a service according to their own custom, 
apart from the priest and the bishop. I was quite unwilling, 
therefore, to be involved at all in these affairs, except in so 

»«i For tfiis "chapel" and the "church" mentioned below, sec entry 
of August 19th, 1838. The two are evidently distinct. See also entry 
of July 29th, 1837, when Mass was celebrated on Vonowski's porch. 

*B* Cantica et Liturgiam suo more canentes seorsim a sacerdote et 
episcopo. By Liturgiam the Bishop probably means no more than r#- 
citing prayers. 
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far as I could [possibly] save them from schism. These Ger- 
mans indeed are very good people, and most sincere in their 
love of religion ; but some are erratic ■"• and too stubborn in 
holding to their own peculiar ways. 

July the eighth day, together with the Vicar General, I went 
to the German settlement near Elk Creek ; and the next day 
we celebrated Mass in the home of Jacob ■** Pfeffer. About 
thirty received Holy Communion. The church which they 
began to build several **' years ago is not yet finished ; but, to 
give them new courage, I gave them twenty-seven dollars in 
silver currency, in addition to the twenty-five given before 
[July twenty-six, 1837]. Towards evening a Mr. Kauck 
brought us, in a wagon, to Waterford. 

July the tenth day. We started on [another] jaunt from 
the town of Waterford, riding in a heavy wagon ■*• driven by 
Mr. McGaughey. After covering a distance of thirty miles* 
we stopped at an inn for the night. The next day we made 
the remaining fourteen miles [to Warren?]. 

July the eleventh day, at four o'clock in the afternoon, I 
spoke in the Courthouse in Warren, on the Church as a society 
instituted by God, and governed by the true and legitimate 
authority of Bishops. On account of the rainy weather •*' 
there was not a woman present, except one German Catholic 
lady, who was very eager to receive the Sacraments. But there 
is not a place in the town where Mass could be celebrated. 
There was one man also, a German, who, with much weeping, 
complained to us of this utter desolation of spirit, in the lack 
of the consolations of religion. 

>*» Nimia animi pertinacia exorbitent, 

*"0r James. 

>*5 Sec entry of July a6th, 1837. 

s6« Plaustro vecti, 

•*^ Tcmpus pluviosum. 
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July the twelfth day. We celebrated Mass in the home of 
Joseph Archbold, who lives nine miles distant from the town 
of Warren. Three received Holy Communion. We then 
passed on a distance of twenty-one miles, and on the thirteenth 
day [of July] we celebrated Mass in the home of Hugo Mc- 
Garrel. Sixteen received Holy CoiTinrunion here, and three 
were confirmed. We then proceeded eight miles farther to the 
home of Mr. Patrick Sloan. 

July the fourteenth day. I made the Visitation of the church 
of St. Stephen, near Oil Creek, The Very Rev. Vicar General 
preached. Thirty persons were signed -with the Holy Chrism ; 
and a great number received Communion. 

After a journey of about twenty miles, we arrived in the 
town of Franklin; and In the afternoon of the sixteenth day 
[of July] I preached in the Courthouse there on the honor 
due to the Most Holy Virgin. On the morning of the seven- 
teenth of July I celebrated Mass in the home of a Mr. White, 
on the other side of the Alleghany river; and there gave Holy 
Communion to eleven, and Confirmation to two persons. In 
the town [Franklin] lives Jeremiah Gancy; and two miles 
away live three other familie.s [Catholic], Frawley, White"' 
and Gibbins. There are also some few families living seven or 
eight miles farther out. 

July the seventeenth day, 1839. We took the stage, and 
made a journey of twenty-eight miles to the road which leads 
to the town of Butler. The next day. after another jaunt of 
twelve miles, we arrived in the town [of ButlerJ. There the 
Very Rev. Vicar General left me to go on to Philadelphia. 

For two days I heard confes.sions, chiefly of Germans, in St. 
Peter's church near the town [Tkitler]. Nearly two hundred 
received Holy Communion. Thirty were confirmed. After 



"* Probably where Mass » 

given on the seventeenth. 
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hearing Confessions in the morning, and celebrating Mass, I 
went on horseback, with the Rev, Mr. [Josepli] Cody, through 
the woods to the place where he resides, in Sugar "** Creek 
Township. We arrived there at two o'clock in the afternoon. 

July the twenty-first day, which was Sunday. I adminis- 
tered the Sacrament of Confirmation to about thirty persons in 
St. Patrick's church [Sugar Creek Township], I spoke to the 
people about building a new church and a house for the priest. 
After the Mass some gave their names with the promise to 
contribute money : the next day others came, and we realized 
the promise of nearly one thousand dollars. With James Gil- 
lespie as our driver, and his sister Mary a companion, we were 
brought to the town of Freeport.'"" a distance of twenty miles. 

July the twenty-third day, I gave Confirmation to about ten 
persons in the church of St. Mary [Freeport]. Thirty, about, 
received Holy Communion. We left [Freeport] after night- 
fall, and arrived in Pittsburg at eight o'clock in the morning 
[following], having made a journey of twenty-eight miles 
through the canal on a barge "' loaded with merchandise, 

July the twenty-fifth day. I dedicated to divine service a 
church under the invocation of St, Philip the Apostle, distant 
about four miles from Pittsburg, near Chartiers' Creek. The 
ground [for thi.s church] was given 1^ Philip Smith, a truly 
worthy Catholic, and esteemed for his sincere and upright life. 
The Rev. John O'Reilly celebrated the High Mass; and there 
were present also the Rev. Edward Garland and the Rev. 
Joseph Cody. Jeremiah Dunlevy, a very good man, who lives 
not far from the church, entertained us at dinner. 

We made the journey to the town of Washington on Friday ; 
and on Saturday a German named Macke brought us, 

■'■ Same as " Buffalo Creek ". See above, entry for August 1st, 1838. 

'" Liberportus. 

'*■ Barca mtrcihut onusla. 
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iBtLfilt;^tace, to Waynesburg, tw«ity miles away. He [Macke] 
£d this Icindness for us at the request of Anton Kintz. We 
were received [at Waynesburg] by a German named Andrew 
Frieclly, who treated its with great kindness and generosity. 

August'" [July?] the twenty-eighlh day. I dedicated to 
divine service the church, which has now at last been built in 
Waynesburg, under the invocation St. Ann. The Rev. John 
O'Reilly preached. Twelve persons received Holy Commu- 
nion: Twelve also were confirmed. The Rev. Michael Gal- 
lagher, who is to have charge of this church, was not there. 
He was unable to come because he had broken "' his leg by a 
fall from a horse. 

The next day. I celebrated Mass in the town of Washing- 
ton,"* in the home of Egan. [ gave the Sacrament of 

Confirmation to his [Egan's] daughter; and also gave Holy 
Communion to two. August [July?] the thirtieth day, after a 
journey of twenty miles made on the preceding day. I celebrated 
Mass in a chapel fitted up for the time on the upper floor of a 
building "' belonging to John Henry Ihmsen. Six approached 
to receive Holy Communion ; Six persons also were confirmed. 
I baptized his [Ihmsen's] little girl baby, born two weeks be- 
fore. He [Ihmsen] has not as yet embraced the Faith; 
though, under the instruction and example of his good wife. 
he is preparing with a whole-hearted disposition [to be re- 
ceived into the Church]. 

'•' August has evidently been wriiien here and in the entry fol- 
lowing, by a slip of the pen, for July. The Catholic Herald of Aug. 
iSi 1839. notices the dedication of St. Ann's, a brick church at Waynev 
burg, Green Co.. July iS. Moreover the Bishop was certainly in Phila- 
delphia at ihe end of .August, where he conferred Orders in St John's, 
August jl and September i, iSjg. 

*•' Cruris osse fracto, ex equo dccidens. venire non poluit. 

»•« WashingtoHOpoli. 

'*'This may mean the dwelling-house; but the Bishop's usual ex- 
pression in such instances is. apud Johatnum, etc., or, t'ti Jomo Johannts. 
Here be says: " In parte superiore aedium JcJiannis Henrid Ihmsen". 



After a continuous journey'" of two nights and two days 
by stage I arriveil in the village of Littlestown, and was re- 
ceived with welcome in the home of the truly good man James 

McSherry."' 

August the third day. I confirmed about thirty persons in 
the church of St. Aloysius.'*' I made an earnest appeal to 
those who were present to endeavor by their united efforts to 
buiki a larger church. 

August the fourth day, which was Sunday. I confirmed 
seventy-three persons in the church of the Most Sacred Heart 
near Conewago. The Rev. Mr. Fredet, of the Society of St. 
Sulpice, celebrated the Solemn High Mass, and a number of 
the priests and students of the Seminary of St. Mary, Balti- 
more, sang the plain Gregorian, with great edification to the 
peoi)le. They had come, as is their custom, for purposes of 
health, rest and recreation, to the place which is called 
■' Pigeon Hill "."* 

August the seventh day, liaving finishe<I the Visitation. I 
returned home. 

"•Compare this wiih the journey from Brownsville to Hagersloi 
Maryland, described under entry of Sept. 2, i8j8. The lime here is 
much longer. Probably the route followctl is ihe more northern and 
mountainous road running through Somerset. Bedford, Chambers burg, 
Gettysburg to Littlestown. See chart in Gordon's Gastlltrr, 1832, 

"' In Reily's Conewago Collfcliott, pp. 96-97, are gi' 
of three generations of this Littlestown McSherry family, " one of the 
oldest Catholic families in the town ". Patrick is named as one of the 
original incorporators of the congregation, jygj to 1800. Jar 
denlly the same as the one here named: and "the Hon. William 
McSherry", one of the trustees of the proposed new church built in 
1840. See also after entry of Sept. 8. 1830. 

="' Littlestown. See entry of June 16. 18+2. Tliere is the record of 
a new church, St. .Moysius' at Liltleslown. blessed according to the 
rite of the Roman Ritual, by faculties granted to the Rev. Matthew 
Lekeu. S.J. 

*•• Site of the old Seminary Farm. 
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September the thirteenth day. We held memorial services 
for the Bishop of Vincennes.*'® The clergy of the city was 
present, also the Rev. Philip Boiigna.*'* 

September the eighth •" day — ^the feast, namely, of the Na- 
tivity of the Most Blessed Virgin. I administered the Sacra- 
ment of Confirmation to two hundred and sixty-three persons 
in St. Mary's church in this city. 

September the twelfth day. Came here from Europe the 
Bishop*'* of Bardstown; and on the fifteenth, at my request, 
he conferred the Order of Deaconship on three students of the 
Seminary, in the church of St. John the Evangelist. Chi the 
twentieth he left here, going on to Baltimore. This very 
worthy prelate was bom near Qermonte,*'* France, the eighth 
day of November, 1763. And came to America forty-eight 
years ago. He gave his services to the missions of Vincennes 
[Indiana]. After Apostolic labors [at Fort Vincennes] 
among the Indians [and whites] , and after some years of labor 
in the colleges at Georgetown and in Baltimore, he was chosen 
to be the first Bishop of Bardstown,' the twenty-fourth day of 
April, 1808. On the fourth day of November, 18 10, he was 
consecrated first Bishop of Bardstown, in St. Patrick's church, 
Baltimore, by the Most Rev. Archbishop John Carroll. 

Four and a half years ago he returned to Europe to set in 
order affairs connected with his diocese ; and, by order of the 
Pope, he traveled through most of the diocese of France 
preaching everywhere in order to interest the the people in the 
work of the Propagation of Faith. Some wonderful things 
are reported about [miraculous] cures granted by his inter- 

»'<> Bishop Brute of Vincennes died June 26, 1839. 

''* 'Rector of Mt. St. Mary's, Emmitsburg, Theological School. 

*^* Entered in this order — 13 — 8: both dates written plainly and 
spelled out in full—" Decima tertia " and" Octai^a ". 

»'« Benedict Joseph Flaget. 

•'♦ Avemia in Galliis — now the Province of Puy de Dome. 



vcntion. This holy man, who is praying always, moves men, 
by the example of his life and his words, to the love of piety. 
God grant that I may be faithful to the example wliich he 
shows me, and, following where he has walked, attain to some 
of his virtues. 

A week ago came [also] the Bishop of Cincinnati. John B. 
Purcell, who returned from Europe with the Bishop of Bards- 
town. This worthy prelate went on direaly to his own diocese, 

September the twenty-ninth day. I blessed solemnly the 
church of St. Patrick, in the town of Pottsville. My companion 
on the way [to Pottsville] was the Rev. Francis X. Gartland. 
who sang the Mass [on this occasion]. The Revs. James Mil- 
ler and James Malony were Deacon and Subdeacon [respec- 
tively] at the Mass. I administered the Sacrament of Confir- 
mation to one hundred and eight persons. This church is bur- 
dened with a debt of thirty-four hundred dollars. There is a 
school under the care of three Sisters of Charity. They teach 
about sixty girls free of charge. The pastor of this place is 
the Rev. Mr. James A. Miller, a good priest; but. because he 
is worried over the burden of temporal affairs (the debt?], 
which seems to him too heavy, he wishes to be relieved of the 
care of this church. 

We returned to the city on Monday, a distance of eighty- 
five mites, which we made within the space of twelve hours, 
though we stopped two hours in the town of Reading to visit 
the Rev. Mr. Marshall, pastor in that place. 

October the thirteenth day. I gave Confirmation in the 
church of St. Denis, in Haverford Township, to fifty-dght 
persons. The Very Rev. Edward Barron, V.G., preached. 
The Rev. William Loughran. the good pastor of the place, 
celebrated the Mass. 

October the twenty-third day — came the Rt. Rev. M. Charles 
Fortrin-Janson. of a noble*" family, the Bishop of Nancy 
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and Toul '^^ [in France]. He remained with us three weeks. 
He preached several times in French with eloquence and evi- 
dent earnestness. He also celebrated Pontifical Mass on the 
feasts of All Saints and St. Charles Borromeo, the patron of 
the Seminary. Oh this occasion he was entertained at dinner 
in the Seminary. 

December the first day. The church of St. Francis Xavier, 
in the district of Spring Garden, was opened [for divine ser- 
vices]. This church has been built by the energy of the Rev. 
Michael O'Connor, Rector of the Seminary. The Rev. Mr. 
William Whelan '^^ has been appointed pastor. The Rev. P. 
Moriarty, O.S.A., preached. 

December the seventh day My brother returned, having 
been away almost eighteen months. He had gone as far as 
Rome. 

December the twenty-second day. A chapel was opened on 
the fourth street [eastward] from the Schuylkill River, near 
Spruce. The Rev. E. Sorin preached on this occasion. Rev. 
Daniel F. Devitt celebrated the Mass. I rented this house [for 
chapel purposes] quite reluctantly for the time only, others 
advising me to do so ; and I did it with a view to building a 
church in that vicinity, after a short time, under the invoca- 
tion of St. Patrick. 

*^* Charles Forbin Janson was bishop from 18124 to 1844, Aougfa his 
successor, Basil Menjaud, was consecrated 1839, June 2. See Gams, 
SerUs Episcoporum, There is a short sketch of Ais bishop in vol. II 
of Dark's Lives of Deceased Bishops in the United States, pp. 6oi-6o4« 
He was apparently an exile for political reasons, and devoted himself 
to missionary work in the United States and Canada. 

*^^See entry for June 6th, 1841. There Father Rafferty is named as 
rector., See also under March 4th, i8j2. 



Siglftrnt iptttiirri^ attii Wort\i (lB4n) 

April the twenty-sixth day, which was the first Sunday after 
Easter, 1840. I confirmed more than two hundred and forty 
persons in St. Mary's church in this city. 

May the third day. I confirmed about two hundred and ten 
persons in St. Michael's church. 

May the tenth day. I confirmed two hundred and seven in 
the church of St. John the Evangelist. 

May the sixteenth day. I went to Baltimore to be present 
at the fourth Provincial Council. My companion on the way 
was the Rev. Michael O'Connor. 

May the thirty-first day. I confirmed two hundred and 
eighty, almost, in the church of St. Joseph. 

June the fourteenth day, which was the feast of the Most 
Holy Trinity. I confirmed fifty-two persons in the church of 
St. Peter in the town of Wilmington. My brother preached. 
The Rev. P. O'Reilly, the pastor, a man of very correct life, 
celebrated the Mass. 

ELEVENTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1840 

June the twenty-seventh day. I set out on Visitation, to- 
gether with the Rev. Michael O'Connor, Rector of the Semi- 
nary, as a companion in labor. The next day, which was Sun- 
day, I confirmed thirty persons in St. Mary's church, Lancaster. 

June the thirtieth day. I confirmed twenty in the church of 
St. Mary,-'^^* Elizabethtown. 

'^'•^ Probably this is an unnoticed error of the pen. Elsewhere the 
titular of the church at Elizabethtown is always given as St. Peter's. 
188 
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July the first day. I confirmed twenty in St. Patrick's 
church, Harrisburg. 

July the third day. I confirmed four in the church of All 
Saints, Lewistown.*'' 

July the fifth day. I confirmed sixty in the church of St. 
John the Evangelist, Bellefonte. The next day I gave dimis- 
sorial letters •'• to the Rev. Mr. Timothy Flanagan, and ap- 
pointed the Rev. Mr. P. Nugent in his place. 

July the eighth day. I blessed a church near Frenchville, in 
the French colony in Qearfield County, tmder the invocation 
of the Most Holy Virgin. I was assisted by the Rev. Victor 
Auriac, who for some months now has been doing good service 
in this mission. 

July the twelfth day. I made the Visitation in the church 
of St. Francis [of Assisi] in the town of Qearfield. There 
were no confirmations. I gave to Joseph Boone twenty-three 
dollars in payment for work done by agreement with the 
priest Flanagan [of Bellefonte?] ; and I gave him an order to 
receive two hundred dollars more from Mr. M. A. Frenaye in 
my name, so as to provide for the finishing '•^ of this church. 

July the fourteenth day. I dedicated a church in a place 
called Grampion Hills, under the invocation of St. Bonaven- 
ture. I gave Confirmation to four on this same occasion. I 
also baptized John Albert, the son of Henry Boone and Kath- 
arine his wife. 

July the sixteenth day. I confirmed nine in the church of 
St. Nicholas of Tolentine [Red Bank?]. 

July the nineteenth day. I confirmed ten in the church of 
St. Michael [Loretto?]. 

•^» Ludovicopoli. 

*''*Litteras dimissoriales. The meaning of the term here is quite 
unusual See below, June 19-20, 1842. 

»»• See under entry of August 22, 1837. 
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July the twenty-first, in the evening. The Rev. Michael 
O'Connor preached in the Court house, in Franklin.**^ 

July the twenty-second day. We celebrated Mass in the 
home of Mr. Clancy. One received Holy Communion. 

July the twenty-third day. I confirmed twenty in the church 
of St. Hippolytus."* 

July the twenty-sixth day. I confirmed twenty in the chapel 
in Erie ; and fifty in the church, which the Germans have re- 
cently erected, and which is to be dedicated soon in honor of 
the Immaculate Conception. 

July the twenty-seventh day, in the afternoon. I preached 
in the town of Girard. The next day Mr. Coyle, who was 
going to Harrisfburg, brought me in a heavy wagon as far as 
Meadville.*** 

July the thirtieth day. I blessed a church near Mercer, 
under the invocation of St. Raphael the Ardiangel. Ten per- 
sons were confirmed. The Rev. Edward Garland was with mc 
here. He is a man of piety, and deserving esteem for his zeal 
in the spiritual life. 

August the second day. I confirmed twenty-four in the 
town of Beaver. This congregation has grown evidently 
strong since the good priest just named [Father Garland] has 
the care of it. 

August the sixth day. I visited the diurch of St. James, 
near West Alexandria, and confirmed six persons. The same 
day, in the evening, I preached in the church of the German 
Lutherans,'** in the town of Washington. 

•81 Francolini. 

'82 French colony, near Meadville. Sec entries of July 2(1 and 4th, 
1839. 
S88 \fg plaustro vexit MedopoKm. 

38* Sec entry of June 20, 1837. 
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The next day. I celebrated Mass in the home of Mr. Rusk, 
and gave Holy Communion to fourteen; fourteen also were 
fortified with the Sacrament of Holy Chrism. 

August the ninth day. I administered Confirmation to 
thirty-two in St. Peter's church in the town of Brownsville. 
The Very Rev. Vicar General, Edward Barron had come on 
from the city [Philadelphia]. On this occasion he preached 
on Total Abstinence from the use of all liquors that can lead 
to the excess of drunkenness. I spoke in the evening; and 
twenty of the faithful took a formal pledge "'' of abstinence 
for the future. The association of those who make this 
promise was be^n in Ireland two years ago by the good priest 
Theobald Matthew. It is a means [by united action and in- 
fluence] to work against the vice of drunkenness. At the close 
of the month of June of this present year I published a pas- 
toral "• to the people, in which I recommended the voluntary 
taking of this pledge [of abstinence] as a measure of security 
[personally] and a help of example to others: and now there 
are five thousand men in the churches of the city [Philadelphia] 
united in this pledge against vice. 

August the eleventh day. I confirmed twenty-two in the 
church of St. Ann, in the town of Waynesburg. Nearly all of 
these [twenty-two] were converts to the faith, brought into 
the Fold by the good work of that faithful missionar>-, Michael 
Gallagher.'" Thirty-two approached to receive Holy Com- 
munion. Twenty- two united to form a Total Abstinence 
Society. 

In the evening I preached on the honor due to the Saints, in 

*»'Sancle poUiciti sunt se in poslerum abiUnluros. 

'••Text of pastoral is printed in the Catholic Herald of June 25. 
1840. Dated June 24. 1840. See enthusiasm for temperance in dty 
churches described in Catholic Herald of July 9, 1840. 

»" Rector at Brownsville since July 16, 1837. See entry under thu 
date. See his n 



192 DIARY AND VISITATION RECORD (1840) 

the Presb3rterian church in the town of Jefferson. The next 
day I confirmed^ in a private house, because there was no 
church in the place, five persons, who were converts to the 
Faith. I celebrated Mass in the home of Mr. Hunnel,*'' who 
himself, on this occasion, made his submission to Mother 
Church. 

On the feast of the Assumption of the Virgin [Mother] I 
confirmed eighty in the church of St. Philomena, in Pittsburg. 
This church is [title to the property] in the hands of the 
Fathers of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer. 

August the sixteenth day. I confirmed one hundred and 
ninety-three in the church of St. Paul, Pittsburg. 

August the nineteenth day. I confirmed six in the church 
of SS. Simon and Jude, in the town of Blairsville. 

August the twenty-first day. I confirmed thirty in the 
church of St. John Gualbert, near Johnstown. 

August the twenty-second day. I blessed a church under the 
invocation of St. Bartholomew, near Jefferson. I confirmed 
[also] forty persons. 

August the twenty-third day. I confirmed one hundred and 
twenty, in the church of St. Michael, at Loretto. The Rev. 
Peter Lemke has the administration of this congregation since 
the month of May of this present year, when, on the sixth day, 
the Rev. Demetrius A. Gallitzin departed out of this life. In 
the afternoon I spoke on Total Abstinence in the Courthouse 
in Ebensburg. 

August the twenty-fifth day. I confirmed one hundred and 
five in St. Patrick's church, Newry. In the afternoon I spoke 
on Total Abstinence in the Presbyterian church, in Hollidays- 
burg. 

*•• A little cramped : may be Humcl. 
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August the twenty-seventh day. I confirmed fifteen in the 
church of the Most Holy Trinity, in Huntingdon. I admon- 
ished the Rev. Mr. Bradley with sternness of his duty ; for he 
has neglected to visit the congregation of the Germans, putting 
forth the plea of dissensions."* 

August the thirtieth day. I confirmed twenty^ive in the 
church of St. Peter, in the town of Reading. Rev. Mr. F. X. 
Marshall is in charge of this congregation. He is a man to 
be esteemed for his simple, good and upright life; but he is 
troubled by the annoyance of scheming men.*'" 

September the first day. I visited a church of the Germans 
in a place called Massillum.'"' I confirmed there thirty per- 
sons. The Rev. Father [Nicholas?] '" Steinbacher, S.J., was 
present with me. The same day, in the evening, I returned to 
the city [Philadelphia]. 

September the twenty-seventh day. about midnight, my 
brother returned from Europe, where he had gone, a second 
time, about the end of July. 

October the fourth day, which was Sunday, I visited the 
church of St. Patrick in the village of Norristown, and I 
signed seventy-nine persons with the Holy Chrism. My brother 
celebrated the Mass. He also preached after Vespers. The 
celebrant at Vespers was the Rev, Mr. P. N. Lynch, D,D.,"'» 
who was lately a student at the Urban College [Rome] ; and 
now, returning to the diocese of Charleston, is spending a few 
days with us. 



" Praetexens turbat. 
" Probably refers to 



some passing annoyance of his minittry, 
mean much more. " Moleitia ab hominibus 



though the exprtssion 
inquietis afficitur". 

*•' For location of Massillum, see entry of Aug. 17, 1845. 

••'There is a symbol between Pater and Steinbacher, perhaps P. 
S.; but hardly A'Ulwlas. It may be Peler. 

"'"Later the third bishop of Charleston. 1858 to 1882. 
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October the ninth day. I went to the town of Potts%iUe 
tcgcther with my brother and tlie Rev. Hugh Gallagher, who 
was lately ordained. We remained over night with the pastor 
of St, Patrick's, the Rev. Edward Maginnis. I appointed the 
above-named priest [Hugh Gallagher] as.sistant to him [Father 
Maginnis], to whom I assigned also one-half the income, that 
is. three hundred dollars to each from pew-rent returns; and 
what the faithful freely offer on occasion of Baptism and 
Marriage, each one to have returns for alternate weeks. 

The next day. We went, in a carriage, which a Mr. Silber 
loaned to us free of charge, to the town of Shamokin, twenty- 
six miles distant from Pottsville. 

October the eleventh day, wWch was Sunday. I blessed a 
church of wooden frame in the town of Shamokin under the 
invocation of St. Edward. My brother preached on the Evi- 
dences of Christian Revelation. Twenty persons received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, There were "* Commu- 
nions. The Rev. Daniel Magorien was present. He is pastor 
of the church of St. Joseph, near Milton, and comes here [to 
Shamokin] once each month. 

October the twelfth day, going by railroad, in a public car- 
riage, for a distance of nine miles, then eight miles more by 
the ordinary road, we arrived in the town of Danville, where 
few Catholics are to be found. We waited for some hours 
here |in Danville] for the stage, which brought us, in the 
afternoon to the town of Berwick, a distance of twenty-six 
miles. There is one, perhaps there are two. Catholics here; 
and there is a cemetery blessed some years since for the use of 
Catholics, when the canal was being dug. A building also was 
[then] erected to be used as a chapel; but, when the Catholics 
moved away, this fell into other hands, as there was no title 
to the ground [where the chapel was built]. 

'•' Space left (or the number. 
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The next day we took the stage, when it arrived in the 
afternoon from the town of Mauk-Chunk. This was to bring 
us to the church of St. Basil the Great, which is situated on 
the public way [stage route]. °''* We arrived [at St. Basil's] '*° 
early in the morning of the following day, and celebrated Mass 
two days, for the benefit mainly "*° of Germans. Twenty were 
confirmed: fifty received Holy Communion. About twenty 
families of German origin, more than forty families of Irish 
origin are living here. 

October the fifteenth day, having made a journey of twenty 
miles, we arrived, in the evening, at the town of Towanda. 
From Towanda we went on, in a private carriage, the follow- 
ing day to the town of Friendsville, which is thirty miles distant. 

October the eighteenth day, which was Sunday. We cele- 
brated Mass in the church of St. Francis Xavier, in the town 
of Friendsville. This church is still unfinished. One hundred 
and twenty received the Sacrament of Confirmation : the same 
number also the Eucharist. The Pastor here is the Rev. John 
V. O'Reilly, "A true Israelite, in whom there is no guile " 
[John. I — 47]. We remained over nig^ht with him [Father 
O'Reilly], where he lives, five miles away [from Friendsville], 
in the house of a Mr. O'Neill. The next day we celebrated 
Mass in St. Augustine's church, near Silver Lake. Sixty per- 
sons there received the Sacrament of Confirmation; one hun- 
dred approached for Holy Communion. 

October the twentieth day. We celebrated Mass in the town 
of Binghamton, in the state of New York, in a church erected 

»•• The Berwick and Tioga Turnpike. 

'•'iLoyaUoclc or Cherry Township — now Dushore. 

••• I do not grasp the import of " mainly for the btntfil of the CfT- 
matis". The faith remains to-day in the descendants of the pioneer 
famihes of St. Basil's, without any apparent discrimination, quite as 
strong and praiitical among the Irish as among the German, French or 
Alsatian families. 
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there through the zealous endeavors of Edward White,*" a 
man of practical piety and great love for relipon. We turned 
aside (from the Visitation route] purposely to visit him [Mr. 
While], intending to return at once into the diocese. After 
noon [October 20] we passed over a distance of twenty-two 
miles to the town of New Milford, and remained over ni^t 
with John Boyle. We celebrated Mass in his [Boyle's] house 
the next morning, and gave the Sacrament of Confirmation to 
two women, both converts to the Faith. Eight persons re- 
ceived Holy Communion. Two or three Catholic families only 
are to be found in this vicinity. In the afternoon we made 
another jaunt of twenty-six miles, and I remained over night 
with William McAvoy,'" who lives near the church of St. 
Juliana, in a place called Mt. Pleasant Township, 

October the twenty-second day. I confirmed thirteen in this 
church [of St. Juhana]. About forty received Holy Commu- 
nion. My brother preached on the subject of the Holy Eucha- 
rist. The Rev. Henry Fitzsimons, who is pastor of the church 
of St. Rose of Lima, in the town of Carbondale, visits this 
mission once each month, usually the last Sunday of the month. 
After dinner we went to Carbondale, a distance of twenty-six 
miles. 

October the twenty-fifth day, which was the twentieth Sun- 
day after Pentecost. I dedicated to divine service a new 
church, in the town of Carbondale, under the invocation of 
St. Rose of Lima. Assistants in the ceremony were the pastor 
[Rev. Henry Fitzsimons], my brother, and the Rev. J, V. 
O'Reilly. Forty-seven were confirmed, and seven others the 
following day. Fifty came to receive the Holy Communion, 
My brother preached on the subject: The Church; and in the 




above, entry of May J4, 1833 — the letter to the Bishop of 
at the instance of Mr. White, who then lived in Susqueliai 
County, at Derwent Lake. 

See entry of June 37, 1834, and Auguit m, 1836. 
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afternoon I spoke to the faithful on Total Abstinence. The 
pastor is esteemed as a good and zealous man. The church is 
built on ground which has been set apart by the Coal Com- 
pany,"' which owns the town, for public uses. It is expected 
that the title will be transferred to me: but, even if it is not 
transferred, there seems to 'be no danger of loss to us. Nearly 
two hundred families belong to this congregation. There are 
about fifty families in the congregation of St. Juliana. 

Going [from Carbondale] a distance of six miles, to a place 
called Canaan's Comers, we passed on thence sixty-seven miles 
to Easton; and reached there [Easton] after night on the 
twentieth day of October. The next day we held the Visita- 
tion. Twenty-two received Confirmation. I required the Rev. 
James Molony,"*" the pastor of this church [St. Bernard's], 
to erect a Confessional as soon as possible. In the aftemo<Mi, 
together with him [Father Molony], we went on to the inn of 
Nicholas Buck, in a place called Bucksville, which is near the 
church of St. John in the place called Haycock Township. 
Fourteen received the Sacrament of Confirmation there [in the 
church of St. John, B.]. The above-named priest [Father 
Molony] is esteemed for his piety and unassuming, straight- 
forward life. 

From this place [Bucksville or Haycock] we proceeded, 
through the rain,*"' twenty-two miles to the home of John Dur- 
ney, not far distant from Montgomeryville, in Montgomery 
County. Tobrias and Michael Durney brought us in a carriage. 
In a private oratory, which is under the invocation of the Most 
Holy Virgin [in the Dumey home?], we celebrated Mass on 
the thirtieth day of October, and in the afternoon we returned 
to the city, 

November the eighth day. I confirmed about sixty persons 



'•• Societale Carbonica. 

■•»» Usually spelled Moloney ii 

*•• Per imbret. 



the old Directories. 
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in the church of St. John the Baptist, near the town of Mana- 
yunk. My brother preached on this occasion. Rev. C. I. Car- 
ter celebrated the Mass. 

November the fifteenth day. I confirmed thirty-seven in the 
church of St. John Baptist in the town of Bloomsbury near 
Trenton. My brother preached. The Rev. Mr. John Gilligan 
celebrated the Mass. 

November the twenty-second day. I confirmed sixteen in 
Christ's church in the town of West-Chester. 



r 
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Ciglft^n l9un&rp2i and JFnrlg-fmr (1841) 

March ihc thirteenth clay — came the Bishop of Nancy,*"* 
and remained with us a week. He celebrated pontifical Mass 
in St. Mary's church on the feast of St. Patrick, and also on 
the feast of St. Joseph in St. Joseph's church. He went to 
Baltimore to be present at the consecration of the Bishop of 
Richmond. Richard Whelan. on the twenty-first day of March. 
He returned, and again celebrated pontifical Mass in St, 
Mary's on the feast of the Annunciation. On this same day 
the Bishop of Natchez, John Joseph Qianche, also celebrated 
pontifical Mass in the church of St. John the Evangelist. He 
also was consecrated in Baltimore on the fourteenth day of 
the same month [March]. In the evening [of the feast of the 
Annunciation] the Bishop of Basilinopolis, John Hughes [co- 
adjutor of New York], preached in St. John's church. The 
Bishop of Nancy went away on the twenty-seventh day of 
March, the other Bishops having left the day before. 

April the eighteenth day. 1841. which was the first Sunday 
after Easter. I confirmed two hundred and thirteen jwrsons 
in St. Mary's church in the city of Philadelphia, 

May the second day. I confirmed more than two hundred 
in the church of St. Joseph. The Fathers of the Society of 
Jesus, Barbelin and Combs, have the care of this church. 
Their work is worthy of praise. 

May the ninth day. I blessed solemnly the church of St. 
Philip Neri, in Southwark. This church was erected on a 
condition that there be no pews "" rented in it. The Rev. J. 

"1 Nancy and Toul. Forbin-Janson. See entry of October 23, 1839 
•"See the appeal, and promises as to pew-rems, signed by Father 
Dunn, in Catholic Htrald, June 2$ and July 9, (840. 
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P. Dunn did notably good work in its erection. I appointed 
him pastor. He celebrated the Mass — a Solemn High Mass. 
My brother preached. 

May the twenty-fifth day, the feast of St. Gregory the sev- 
enth, I received letters from the Bishop of St. Louis stating 
that my brother had been appointed his Coadjutor, and that it 
is the earnest wish of the Pope that he should take the burden 
[of governing the diocese of St. Louis]. The same day I 
authorized the Rev. Daniel F. Devitt to buy a plot of ground 
on the Third street [eastward] from the Schuylkill River, for 
the erection of a church.*®" 

May the thirtieth day, 1841. I confirmed one hundred and 
eighty-five persons in the church of St. John the Evangelist. 

June the sixth day. I blessed solemnly the diurch near 
Fairmount under the invocation of St. Francis Xavier. The 
Rev. Patrick RafFerty,*®* pastor, celebrated the Solemn High 
Mass. 

June the twenty-seventh day. I confirmed ninety-two per- 
sons in St. Augustine's church. My brother preached on this 
occasion. The Rev. Mr. Moriarty celebrated the Mass. The 
Deacon was Rev. Father O'Dwyer; Subdeacon, Rev. Father 
Kyle. 

July the tenth day. Came here the Rev. Mr. Mailer *•* and 
the Rev. Thomas Burke, priests of the Congregation of the 
Mission, who have taken charge of the Seminary. Later came 
the Rev. Mr. [Antonio] Penco. 

*«« The future St. Patrick's. 

*•* Note, December i, i8i39, William Whelan had been appointed first 
rector; though Father Michael O'Connor chose the location, and, ap- 
parently, built the church, working from the Seminary, iSth and Raoe. 

*•* !Rev. Mariano Mailer, first Lazarist Rector of the Seminary. He 
remained at the head of the Seminary until 1847. Sec Historical Sketch 
of same, 1905, p. 40. 
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October the tenth day. The Very Rev. Mr. Barron, V.G., 
blessed solemnly St. Mary's church in the town of Phoemxville. 

November the twenty-first day. I consecrated "* in the 
church of St. John the Evangelist the Rt. Rev. Peter Paul 
Lefevre, Bishop of Zelanum, to be Administrator of the dio- 
cese of Detroit. 

November the thirtieth day, the feast of St. Andrew, the 
Apostle, my brother was consecrated Bishop in St. Mary's 
church by the most illustrious and Rev. Joseph Rosati, Bishop 
of St. Louis. He (Bishop Rosati] had asked to have my 
brother named as his Coadjutor. The Bishop of Zelaniim [Le- 
fevre] and I were the assistant consecrating prelates. The 
Bishop of Charleston and the Bishop of Nancy were present 
in choir. Thirty priests and thirty-four clerics [students prob- 
ably] were present. The Bishop of Charleston [John Eng- 
land] preached on the occasion. The Bishop of Nancy went 
away the next day, and the following day he sailed from New 
York for his own country. The Bishop of Charleston went to 
Baltimore on the second day of December. The Bishop of St. 
Louis also departed for Baltimore on the seventh day of the 
same month. On the eighth my brother left [for the West] 
t(^ther with the Bishop of Zelanum. 

December the fifth day. A church was dedicated to God 
under the name of St. Patrick. The Rev. Michael O'Connor, 
V.G.. performed the rite of the blessing. The Bishop of Zela- 
num [Lefevre] celebrated the Pontifical Mass on this occa- 
sion. My brother preached. The church has been erected by 
the energy of the Rev. Mr. Daniel Devitt, on the third street 
[eastward] from the Schuylkill River. 

December the eighth '"'' day, early in the morning, my 
brother went away. His companions on the way were the 

">• The two BMistanl consecrating prelates were Bishops John Eng- 
land of Charleston and John Hughes of New York. 
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Bishop of Zelanum and the Vicar General just named [O'Con- 
nor] . 

December the ninth day. That very good man, the V. Rev. 
Edward Barron,^®* left for Baltimore, expecting to sail from 
Baltimore the following week for Cape Palmas on the coast 
of Upper Guinea [West Africa]. The next day the Rev. John 
Kelly, of the diocese of New York, followed him [Father 
Barron] on the same mission. May God Uess this Apostolic 
undertaking. They sailed [from Baltimore] the twentieth 
day of December. 

December the twenty-fourth day— came the Bishop of St 
Louis [Rosati]. He remained until the eleventh of January, 
when he left for New York, intending to sail thence for Port 
au Prince in the Island of Hayti.*®* 

^^^ Repeated from second paragraph above. 

«ot Pq|. an account of the Cape Palmas missions and the trials of the 
missionaries, see T. W. Marshall's Chrisiian Missions, voL I, pp. 602- 
606, ed. New York, 1865. The titular of Bishop Barron there given is 
Constantia: but see entry of Oct. 15th, 1850, below, where the titular 
is named Eucarpia. 

^<^* Bishop Rosati never returned. After his mission in Hayti, he 
went to Rome, and died there Sept. 25, 1S43. See under entry of this 
date, p. 220. For some account of Bp. Rosati's mission to Hayti, see 
Hernaez, Coleccicn de Bulas, Breves y otros Documentos, Tom. II, 

p. 32. 
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April the third day [1842]. which was the first Sunday after 
Easter, I confirmed *" in the church of St. Mary. 

April the tenth day. 1 confirmed two hundred in the church 
of St. Philip. 

April the twelfth day. I started for Charleston (S. C] to 
visit the Bishop [John England], who was lying seriously ill. 
But he died the day before my leaving [Philadelphia]. He 
has left a noble example of strong faith, piety and humility 
ri^t up to the time of his death. We have seen in him the 
work of a well-spent life, and the saintly end of his labors. 

When I returned [from Charleston] the twenty-first day of 
April, I found Bishop Conwell at the point of death. He died 
the first hour after midnight on the twenty-second day of April. 

April the seventeenth "' day. The Bishop of Boston, Bene- 
dict Fenwick, administered Confirmation in St. Joseph's church. 

April the eighteenth day. 1842. Bishop John Hughes con- 
firmed Doctor William E. Homer "* in the church of St, John 
the Evangelist. 

*'° Space hai been left here for the number, but not tilled' in. 

•" During his own (Kenrick's) visit 10 Charleston. 

'"William E. Horner, Professor of Special Anatomy in Universit)' 
of Pennsylvania.— Writer. He puWished (1) Special Anatomy and 
Hiitoiogy, eighth edition, in two vols., Phlla., 185' ; (2) Disiector and 
Leuons in Practical Anatomy, fifth edition, remodeled by Henry H. 
Smilh, Phila., 1856; (3) Anatomical Atlas. See Allibone, Eng. Autkors. 

Doctor Horner was Dean of the Medical Department in the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania from 1822 to 1652. See Records A. C. H. S., 
1903, pp. a7S-aS& 

303 
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May the first day — the fifth Sunday after Easter. I con- 
fimied twenty-one persons in the home of James Wilcox, in 
Ivy Township, in Delaware county. He himself, and his wife, 
recently a convert *'* to the faith, received together the Sacra- 
ments of Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist ; also a number 
of their children. Aibout thirty, altogether, received Holy 
Communion. The grandfather of the said good man [James 
Wilcox] came and settled here about one hundred and twenty 
years ago ; and Mass has been celebrated here ever since 
priests have visited this region at all. The Rev. Father [Ferdi- 
nand] Farmer, among others, said Mass in this place, and 
for forty years the Rev. Patrick Kenny, who died two years 
ago, used to celebrate Mass in the same place. The Rev. Pat- 
rick Sheridan, [now] for six months past, says Mass here 
once each month, [i. e.] the first Sunday. It is the purpose 
now to build a church here on ground which James Wilcox 
will give for that end. 

May the eighth day. I confirmed one hundred in the church 
of St. Patrick [Philadelphia]. 

At the beginning of this month the nuns of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus t^ncd a convent in McSherrystown, near 
Conewago. The Lady Gallitzin*" founded this convent: that 

'" Evidently Mrs. Mary Brackett Willcox, a sketch of whose life i» 
printed in Mr. Joseph Willcox's CalUclion of Ivy Mills, igii, pp. 124- 
139. There, page ia6, is Mrs. Wilkox's own account of her " earning 
into the Church " during the pastorale of Father Sheridan. 184^. She 
refers to this visit of the Bishop, and says: "There were on that day 
about thirty confirmed, and over forty communions". 

•" See account of Madam Gallitzin, her missions in America, in 
Calliolic Herald, Jan. iS. 1844. See reference 10 this foundation for 
school at McSherrystown under entry of Sept. 23, 1830- The Sisters 
of Charity opened this school at McSherrystown in June, 1834- They 
continued in charge until the building was destroyed by fire in 1840, 
See Reily's Conewago Collection, p. 8j. The Ladies of the Sacred 
Heart remained in charge apparently until 1852. the year of die last 
notice of their charge in the Catholic Director. The first notice of 
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is. Father Lekeu, S.J., transferred to her the house and lands 
formerly occupied by the Sisters of Charity. 

May the twenty-ninth day, I confirmed *"■ in the 

church of the Most Holy Trinity, 

June the fifth day. I confirmed seventy-four in the church 
of St. Francis Xavier. 

For four days, from Tuesday, which was the seventeenth 
day of the month of May, to the Saturday following, the dio- 
cesan clergy made a spiritual retreat in the Seminary of St. 
Charles Boromeo. Tlie director of the retreat was the V. Rev. 
Mr. John Timon, Superior of the Congregation of the Mission. 

May the twenty-second day, which was the feast of the 
Most Holy Trinity. Was opened the second [Diocesan] Synod 
of Philadelphia. It concluded its work on the twenty-sixth 
day of the month. 

On occasion of the Jubilee granted by the Pope in favor'" 
of Spain, the people made a spiritual retreat of one full week 
in the church of St. John the Evangelist. There was a great 
number of Communions ; especially on the sixth day of June, 
when the retreat was closed. There were also [retreat] exer- 
cises in St. Joseph's, St. Augustine's and St. Mary's. These 
closed on the twelfth day of June. 

June the third day. The V. [Rt.] Rev. Edward Barron,"^ 
Prefect Apostolic of Upper Guinea, returned to Philadelphia. 
He had remained four months in the place known as Cape 

the Sisters of St. Joseph at McSherrysiown is in the Directory of 
1655. In Reily's Collection it is stated that they were incorpor&teij 
Aug. 31. 1854, under the title of the " Mc Sherry ttown Novitiate and 
Academy of St. Joseph," 

*'» Space for the number has not been filled in. 

*" Ad res Hispanicas in melius vertendas. 

'" Left Philadelphia for African missions Dec. 9th, I&41. See above, 
entry of that date. 



Palmas [on the West African coast]. On the fourteenth day 
of the month he left again for France, intending to engage a 
missionary society in the same work which he has undertaken. 

TWELFTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 184a 
June the eighteenth day, the year 1842. 1 started on the 
way by railroad, going first to a place near the town of Parks- 
burg, where the Rev. Patrick Sheridan was waiting to meet 
me. After taking dinner in the house of Francis Leiden, the 
said Father Sheridan brought me in a carriage, the priest "* 
being the driver, to a place called Doe Run eight miles distant. 

A good man named '" Bernard received ns in his own 

home, where he and the entire family treated us with great 
kindness. He [Mr. Bernard] had voluntarily offered this hos- 
pitahty some days before ; though formerly belonging to the 
Society of Friends, he at present professes no [external] form 
of religion, he is, however, inclined to favor the Catholics. 

June the nineteenth day, which was the fifth Sunday after 
Pentecost, I confirmed thirty persons in the church of St. 
Malachy [Doe Run]. I gave Holy Communion to the same 
[thirty]. This church was erected three years ago in a grave- 
yard which Catholics have held here for nearly seventy years. 
The title "° (to the land] is in the name of some priest for the 
use of the faithful. I have been unable thus far to see this old 
document. I was entertained during this day at the home of 
Henry Farren. This little flock is strong in faith and practical 
religion. It is visited once each month by the good priest 
Sheridan, who lives in the town of West Chester. The next 
day, after celebrating Mass, I returned to Parksburg. I reached 
Lancaster the same day, before noon ; and thence I wrote to 

*'■ Sacerdoi aurigae vices obiens. 

•I* Space has been left for the first name. 

*>*Tinilo p«nM sscerdotein queindam in tidelium usnm. 
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the Rev. P. J. Dunn, enclosing dimissorial**^ letters, which he 
is to hand to the Rev. Mr. Oliver Frost. 

June the twenty-first day. I confirmed sixty in St. Mary's 
church, Lancaster. I preached also on the angelic virtue [pur- 
ity of life]. 

June the twenty-second day. I confirmed six in the church 
of St. Peter, Columbia. I spoke on the Reign of Christ. The 
pastor of this church. Rev. Mr. Kelly,*** is a good man. 

June the twenty-third day. I confirmed twelve in St. Pat- 
rick's church in the town of York. This church is entrusted 
to the care of the same pastor [Kelly?], who visits each place 
on alternate Sundays.*** I spoke to the people on the duties 
of domestic life — ^Religion in the home, setting before them the 
examples of Zachary and Elizabeth. The Rev. Philip Sacchi, 
a Russian *** by Wrth, who lives in Paradise Township, York 
County, and has the care of St. Mary's chapel there, came here 
to meet me. A youth named Weise brought us in a carriage 
to the house where the chapel is, on an estate which belongs 
to the [Fathers of] the Society of Jesus.*** 

On the feast of St. John the Baptist [June 24] I confirmed 
fifty-seven in St. Mary's chapel. The above-named Father 
assisted me. From this place I was brought in a carriage by 
Mr. Delone to the church of the Most Sacred Heart, eight 

^'^ The meaning is quite unmistakable, though the term is out of its 
ordinary use. See above, July 5, 1840. 

^** Bernard Keenan in Directories — probably a slip of the pen. 

*«» After Father Raffert/s transfer from York to St Francis', Phila- 
delphia, the Directories for 1842-1844 describe "Little Yo^k^ ''at- 
tended from St James', Baltimore ". But the name Kelly is not listed 
in either Baltimore or Philadelphia in the Directories of the above 
years. 

*** Russus gente, 

^>* See paragraph above the entry for April 37th, 1834. The Brandt 
estate at Pigeon Hill. 
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miles distant, near Conewago Creek; and there I confirmed 
one hundred and fifty-seven on the following day. 

June the twenty-sixth day, which was Sunday. The Rev. 
Matthew Lekue, S.J., by faculties from me, blessed according 
to the rite prescribed in the Roman Ritual, a church in the 
village of Littlestown, dedicated [now] to divine service under 
the invocation of St. Aloysius. The ground whereon this 
church is built is said to be described in an old deed of transfer 
as belonging to the Most Rev. John Carroll, then Bishop of 
Baltimore, and his successors. 1 confirmed twenty-six persons 
[in St. Aloysius', Littlestown]. In the evening Edward 
O'Reilly brought me to visit Mt. St. Mary's College "' near 
Emmittsburg.*" The next day I visited the h<Hne of the Sis- 
ters of Charity, where the Bishop of New York. John Dubois, 
was, their founder, or their chief promoter in the United States. 
He has now reached the age of seventy-nine years, and has 
proved his worth and his virtues by the work which he has 
dtme. On the way I stopped for dinner with James McDevitt, 
I was received kindly also in Gettysburg by the Italian physi- 
cian Dr. Berlckue,"" The next day I confirmed fifty in the 
church of St. Francis Xavier [iGettySburg] . Many Germans 
live here. 

June the twenty-ninth day, I confirmed twenty-two in the 
church of St. Ignatius on the mountain, sixteen miles from 
Gettysburg. The Rev. Michael Dougherty assisted me. 

July the first day. I confirmed forty-seven in Christ's church, 
Chambersburg. I was assisted by the Rev. J. A. Miller. 

July the third day. Rev. J. A. Miller blessed by delegated 



ites prope Emmittsburg. 

: though the use in old periodicals is 



"•Collegium S. Mariae ad ti 

**' Usually spelled Emmitsbi 
Bot uniform. 

"• Sec above, entry for Sept. 7th, 1838. In Rdly's Conewago. p. 
163. a name occurs, probably the same, Dr. C N. Bttrluehy, btiongiBg 
to Gettysburg. 
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faculties, according to the Roman Ritual, a church recently 
erected in the town of Shippensburg under the title of St. 
Mary of the Visitation. Sixteen were confirmeil [here] : 
Twenty-four received Holy Communion. In the afternoon I 
spoke to the people in a place near a spring '•'' on the subject 
of temperance. Title to the church property is in my name, 
but the deed is not yet in my hands. From this place I was 
brought in a carriage to the town of Roxbury, nine miles away; 
and thence eleven miles farther, over very rough [roads] and 
high mountains, to a place called Path Valley. 

July the fifth day. I confirmed '" in St. Peter's *" 

church. There are twenty-three families in this Valley and 
another place called Amberson Valley. We were lodged in the 
home of John Doyle. 

July the seventh day. 1 confirmed sixteen in a place called 
Shade Valley, in Huntingdon County. This place is distant 
twenty-eight miles from the town of the same name [Hunting- 
don]. Eighteen Catholic families are living in the vicinity. 
The Rev. J. A. Miller visits them four times a year. With the 
Rev. Thomas Heyden as a companion. I went from this place 
to Bedford. I stopped '*" in the house of a widow, [Mrs.] B. 
O'Connor,'" and the next day gave Holy Communion to 
seven [in the O'Connor home?]. 

July the tenth day. which was Sunday. I confirmed fifty in 
the church of St. Thomas, Bedford. 

July the twelfth day. I confirmed thirty-five in the church 
of St. John the Baptist in a place called Harman's Bottom. 
One hundred Catholic families belong to this congregation. 

"■In loco prope fontem de teinperanria disserui. 
""" Number not filled in. 

*•' Path Valley church is listed in the Directories of the time as 
St. FerdinOHd's. 
«•» Diversatui. 
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One hundred and fifty persons came to Holy Communion. 
Seventy had approached the Holy Table in the town of Bed- 
ford. 

July the fourteenth day, 1842. I confirmed ninety-five in the 
church of St. Vincent, near Yoimgstown. The V. Rev. Vicar 
General preached [Michael O'Connor?]. Doctor P. McGirr 
made a complaint that he had been influenced by the Rev. Mr. 
J- A. Stillinger to make over"' his worldly wealth to him: 
but, when the charge was examined before the \icaT General, 
it was made clear that the complaint is without foundation. A 
report was made of the financial standing of this church by the 
above-named priest [Father Stillinger]. He showed that there 
are obligations to various individuals amounting to thirty-six 
hundred and ten coins, which they call dollars : Eleven hun- 
dred and sixty-nine due to builders, who, however, because 
they violated the contract, have no right to recover [this 
amount]. For pew-rent there are due to the church eleven 
hundred dollars. To himself, he says, is due the amount of 
five hundred and thirty dollars and sixty-four cents. For this 
sum, however, he declares that he is willing to urge no claim. 

The plan to use this estate and the buildings for the Semi- 
nary was acceptable to him (Father Stillinger], as it was also 
to the Vicar General. I wrote, in reference to this same de- 
sign, to the V. Rev. John Timon on the sixteenth day of July. 

Some of the people made complaints against the priest 
Terence McGirr.'"" who has charge of the congregation of St. 
Patrick's, in the place called Cameron's Bottom. He [McGirrj 
agreed to give up this charge after the first day of September. 

"* Apparently before reaching Bedford. It is probable that Mass 
alio was celebrated in the O'Connor home, as it would be most unusual 
to carry the Blessed Sacrament on the way for seven communicants. 

*** Se inductum . . . ut res suas sibi traderet questus Mt An un- 
usual charge from a man of intelligence or sense. 

*'■ Much about this trouble has been published in the Recobds of the 
Am. Cath. Hist. Society. See vol, 3, 1888-1891. pp. 142 and foL 



July the seventeenth day, which was Sunday. Sixty-five 
persons were confirmed in the church of SS. Simon and Jude 
[Blairsville?]. The Vicar General preached. 

July the nineteenth day. I ctMifirmed twenty-four in St. 
Mary's church, in the town of Freeport. 

July the twenty-second day. I confirmed twenty in St. 
Mary's church, near Pine Creek, seven miles from Pittsburg. 
A priest of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer visits 
this church twice each month. About thirty Catholic families 
make up the congregation. Some are Germans, some are Irish, 
Present there were Rev. Fathers Tschackert and Louis Car- 
duyvels.*" 

July the twenty-fourth day, which was the tenth Sunday 
after Pentecost, I confirmed one hundred in the church of St. 
Philomena, seventy-two in the church of St, Patrick, seventy- 
six in the church of St. Paul [all in Pittsburg evidently]. 

July the twenty-fifth day. I confirmed twelve in the church 
of St. Philip, near Chartier's Creek. 

I announced"' from the pulpit the boundary lines which 
are to mark the division between the congregations of St. 
Paul's and St. Patrick's: namely, Seventh street, and another 
street called Hand, and the bridge which is on this street, and 
Washington street as far as Fourth *'" [I declared to be the 
dividing lines]. 

July the twenty-sixth day, was held for the first time [in 
Pittsburg] a conference of the clergy. Eight priests only were 
present. 

49A Pqi- ihese two names, see Directorits for 1842, bolh Redemptorists. 

"' This evidently refers to the entry of the twenty- fourth, and the 
announcement probably was made in St. Paul's or St. Patrick's, or both. 

•'•Not easily followed without 3 chart, or some knowledge of the 
actual landmarks. 



July the twenty-eighth day. I confirmed eighty persons in 
St. Peter's church, near the town of Butler. At the invitation 
of the townspeople, I spoke in the Courthouse on the subject 
of temperance. 

1 gave thirty dollars in aid of a church erected for the Ger- 
mans in a place called Cle.\rfield Township. I promised 
that I would give twenty more. 1 provided •" for the pay- 
ment of tifty dollars through Michael McCullough to Father 
Louis Carduyvels in aid of a church to be built for the use of 
the Germans. 

1 received five dollars from Patrick Kelly to be paid to M. 
Fithian.'*" I received twenty-five dollars from the Rev. Mich- 
ael Gallagher, the contribution of his [various] congrega- 
tions "' for the support of the Bishop. 

July the thirty-first day. The Vicar General [O'Connor] 
blessed solemnly a new church erected in a placed called Sugar 
Creek Township. This church was built by the zealous work 
of the Rev. Joseph Cody, a man of unassuming, straightfor- 
ward integrity, and deserving the high esteem in which he h 
held. Thirty-si.x received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
One hundred and fifteen make the promise to abstain from all 
inebriating drink, after I had preached on Total Abstinence. 

August the second day, 1842. The Vicar General blessed a 
new church under the invocation of St. Alphonsus in the town 
of Murrinsville, in Butler County. This church was built at 
the expense of John Murrins, who has bound himself in writ- 
ing to transfer to me, to be held in trust, the deed to the prop- 

"• Apparently iwo distinct donations: one for a church already 
built, the other for a church to be erected. 

•*' Publisher ai ihis time of ihe Catholic Herald, Philadelphia. 

•»< Brownsville. Waynesburg, Monongahcla City, This Waynesburg 
in Greene County. Another Waynesburg in Franklin County was at- 
tended from Chambersburg. .\ third Waynesburg was in Miffiin 
County, visited Nov. ad, 1830. A fourth was in Chester County. 
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trty, as soon as the congregation pays him the money which 
he expended. Fifty-six persons were confirmed. 

August the fourth day. I confirmed twenty-eight in the 
church of St. Raphael, near Mercer. In the evening I went to 
the town of Greenville, twelve miles distant [from Mercer]. 
The next day I celebrated Mass in the home of Mr. Schon- 
macher, whose wife is a Catholic, and who is himself well dis- 
posed toward the Faith. Three persons received Holy Com- 
munion. Five were baptized ; among these was a woman ad- 
vanced in years, who had been legally married to a Catholic 
man named McNally. I preached on the Unity of the Church 
in a public school building. In the evening we made the jour- 
ney of twenty-five miles, by carriage, to Meadville.*** The 
next day we went on to the town of Erie. 

August the seventh day. I confirmed thirty-three in St. 
Patrick's chapel, and forty in the church of St. Mary in the 
town of Erie. I preached in the Court House on the subject 
of Charity. 

August the ninth day. I confirmed thirteen in the church of 
St. Francis of Assisi, in a place called McKean Township, 
near Elk Creek. 

August the tenth day. I confirmed fifteen in the church of 
St. Philip Beniti, near Crossingsville,**' in Crawford County. 
The place [ground?], where a new church is to be built in this 
town, has been transferred to me by a deed drawn up in form 

by .*** The priest Patrick Prendergast will have this 

document entered in the Recorder's office. 

August the eleventh day. I confirmed thirty in the church 

♦** Medopolim. 

**« Apparently the same as Cussewago Creek : the name of the 
church corresponds, and EHrectorics for 1843- 1844 do not give Cross- 
ingsville as having a church. 

*** Space has been left for the name, but not filled in. 
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of St. Hippolytus, near Meadville; and gave Holy Communion 
to sixty-five. Sixty had received Communion two days before 
by the ministration of [Father] Felix Barbelin, S.J. 

August the twelfth day. I confirmed seven in the home oi 
Francis Magee, near Centreville, and gave Holy Communion 
to thirteen. 

August the fourteenth day. I confirmed four in the church 
of St. Stephen of Hungary, near Oil Creek."* and gave Holy 
Communion to nine persons. The following day twelve re- 
ceived the Holy Eucharist from the hands of the Rev. Father 
Prendergast, 

On the feast of the Assumption I celebrated Mass in the 
home of Michael McGarrel in Pitt-Hole Township, and gave 
Holy Communion to eight. 

August the sixteenth day. I celebrated Mass in the home 
of Jeremi Qancy in the town of Franklin. I confirmed six. 
and gave Holy Communion to ten. The evening before, by 
the grant of a dispensation in the impediment of disparity of 
oult, I removed the bar to a valid contract of marriage between 
Thomas Espy and Mary Anna McBride. At the same time I 
baptized Elizabeth, born February twenty-third, 1841, and 
Georgiana, born May twenty- fourth. 1842, the parents'" hav- 
ing made a civil-law marriage contract nearly three years ago, 
Mary McBride was sponsor for the children. 

August the eighteenth day. I confirmed twenty-four in Si. 
Michael's church, not far from Shippensville. There were 
many Communions. The Rev. Peter Stcinbachcr was there. 
He visits this church every two months, in order to care for 
the Germans chiefly. I reminded them that hymns in the Ger- 
man tongue are not to be chanted during the Mass: and that 
I would not lend the approval of my presence to the practice : 

*•' Prope Rivulum Oleaginosum. 
•" Evidently Espy and McBride. 
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Accordingly the Mass was celebrated in silence. The Ger- 
mans, who are very tenacious of their customs, did not heartily 
approve this my action. The Rev. Mr. P. Steinbacher preached 
in German. The Rev. Mr. P. [atrick] Prendergast also 
preached in English, In the evening I went to the town of 
Qarion, and stopped over night in the house of James Kerr. 
During the evening I preaclied in a large room of the prison. 
This room served as a court-room, to hear cases, before the 
Court Honse was built. 

The next day 1 preached in the new Court-house, explaining 
the doctrine of [Sacramental] Confession, having explained, 
the evening before, the power of forgiving sins. 

With Patrick Kerr as a companion, we arrived on Saturday 
at the home of Charles Gratz, near the church of St. Nicholas 
of Tolentine,"' and the next day I confirmed ten in the same 
church. Twenty received Holy Communion. On the twenty- 
second day again, twenty approached for Holy Communion, 
and two were confimied. In the evening I preached in the 
Court House in Brookville on the subject of temperance, from 
Titus, chap. II. 

August the twenty-third day. I celebrated Mass in the 
home of Patrick Dougherty. Three came to receive Holy 
Communion: two were confirmed. With the Rev. J[oseph] 
Cody as a con>panion, I made the journey by stage during the 

night to Curwinsville, where Hugh Levy and '" Boone 

were waiting to bring me in a carriage to the town of Qear- 
field. I confirmed fourteen in the church of St. Francis of 
Assist [in Qearficld]. The Rev. James Alderano Berti as- 
sisted me. He attends this church now for four months past, 
himself hving with the French [in the French colony]. 

On the feast of St. I^uis [August 25 or 26] I confirmed 

**' Probably at Redbank. laler Shannondalc. 
*•' Space for first name not filled in. 
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twenty-seven persons in St. Mary's church, near Frcnchville. 
Thirty-six received Holy Communion. These French are be- 
coming indifferent, and will not contribute enough to support 
a priest, although there are living here fifty-five French fami- 
lies, and they have plenty, in land and buildings. 

The good priest Patrick Nugent came here to bring me with 
him to the town of Bellefonte, He bears the burden of care 
over both these congregations [Bellefonte and Qearfield, in- 
cluding French colony?]. As he was very eager to get away 
from these responsibilities and to lalwr elsewhere, I yieldexl lo 
this desire, [and| pennitted him [i. c. assigned him] to the 
charge of the congregation in Chanrbersburg, from which place 
the Rev. J. A. Miller wishes to go to St. Mary's College. Em- 
mettsburg [ Emmitsburg] , to give his services to the work 
there. 

On the feast of St. Augustine, 1842 [August 28], which 
was the fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost. I confirmed thirty- 
five in the church of St, John the Evangelist in the town of 
Bellefonte. Sixty came to receive Holy Communion, 

August the thirtieth day. I went, by stage, the Rev. Mr. 
Nugent being my companion on the way. to the town called 
Jersey Shore. Here the Rev. Nicholas Steinbacher, S.J., was 
awaiting me. He brought me to a place ei^t miles distant 
called Nippinoes Valley."' I was lodged there in the home 
of a Mr. Reichert; and the next day 1 confirmed ninety in a 
chapel, which is temporarily erected, but is designed to form 
part of a very large church. Seventy families of Germans, or 
of German descent, are living here, and two Irish families. 

About six years ago the Rev. Nicholas Steinbacher, S.J., 
began this colony, having bought the land for his brethren."* 

"• Usually Nippcnose Valley, commonly called " Nippers " Valley, 
now Baitress P. 0„ Lycoming Co. 

"• The meaning of this clause would have to be cleared up by cwi- 
temporaneous details, which are not within reach of the translator. 



He visits this chape! four times a year, on the fifth Sunday of 
the month. On occasion of these visits he remains usually 
about ten clays. He makes his home generally [when not on 
these missionary excursions] near the town of Reading.'"" 

September the second flay. I confirmed twenty-eight in St. 
Joseph's church near Milton. The same number also received 
Holy Communion. The Rev. Daniel Magorien has had charge 
here for three years. I purpose now to appoint him to the 
church of St. Joseph near Brandywine on account of his fail- 
ing health. This good priest brought me. in a private carnage, 
to the town of Pottsvillc. 

Sunday, the fourth day of September. Three hundred and 
fifteen persons were confirmed in the church of St. Patrick in 
the town of Pottsville. The Rev. E. Magennis has the pas- 
toral charge here. He has the esteem of the people. His 
assistant in the care of the congregation is the Rev. Mr. 
N.(icholas] Cantwell. 

September the sixth day. Thirty-nine were confirmed in 
St. Peter's church in the town of Reading. I preached in the 
evening on Faith. The next day the Rev. Nicholas Steinbacher 
brought me to the church of the Most Holy Sacrament in a 
place called Goshenhoppen, where the Rev. Mr. [Augustine] 
Balli has the care of souls. I confirmed one hundred and 
twenty-eight in this church. 

September the eleventh day, which was Sunday. I con- 
firmed thirty-three in St. Mary's church in the town of Phoe- 
nixville. The Rev. Father Donahoe, pastor of St. Patrick's in 
Norristown visits this church once each month. 

The clause reads: "agris frairum suorum causa emptis". Were the 
" Fratres " the first settlers (Catholic) for whom the land was laken up 
by Father Steinbacher. or were they his brothers, kindred, whose money 
he may have used for the vcnlure of a new Catholic selttemenl? 

'*' Directory for 1842 places Father N. Steinbadler, S.J., at St. 
Peter's, Reading. See below, Sept. 4th. 
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Thus, by God's Grace, the work of this, the twelfth Visita- 
tion, is done. 

September the twenty-ninth day. I laid the comer-stone of 
a church [named] in honor of St. Michael the Archangel in 
the town of Qiester. 

October the sixteenth day. I confirmed fifty-three in the 
church of St. John Baptist in the town of Manayunk. The 
Rev. Qiarles I. Carter celebrated the High Mass. The good 
pastor. Rev. David Mulholland, was present. 

November the second day. I went to New York to visit the 
Apostolic Delegate Baluffi returning from New Granada.*"* 

November the sixth day — ^he [Baluffi] celebrated Pontifical 
Mass in the church of St. John the Evangelist in this dty (he 
is, in fact. Archbishop of Camerino). His Secretary, Thomas 
Gallucci, was Deacon of the Mass. Laurence Valenzi, Auditor 
of the Delegation, left here two days ago. At his own request 
I gave him a letter addressed to Emmanuel Joseph de Mos- 
queras, Archbishop of Bogota, and sent by him a copy of the 
Dogmatic Theology. I also gave two copies of the same work 
to the Nuntio: one to be given to the Pope in my name, the 
other to be retained by himself. I sent also two volumes of 
the Moral Theology. 

November the twenty-seventh day, which was the first Sun- 
day of Advent. I gave the Sacrament of Confirmation in the 
Church of St. John the Evangelist. 

492 Nova Granada redeuntem — Now Colombia, South America. 



lEigifittn ^txaihrth and ^tttty-tifrtt (1043) 

March the nineteenth day, which was the third Sunday of 
Lent. I confirmed one hundred and forty-two persons in the 
church of St. Patrick in this city. 

April the thirtieth day. I gave the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion in St. Mary's church in this dty. 

May the seventh day. I confirmed in the church of St. 
Josef^. 

May the fourteenth day. I was present at the Fifth Pro- 
vincial Council of Baltimore. Fifteen Bishops attended the 
Council together with the Administrator of the diocese of 
Charleston.** • The Council held its closing session on the 
twenty-first. In this Council the Fathers assembled recom- 
mended the V. Rev. M [ichael] O'Connor to 'be Bishop [of the 
proposed diocese] of Pittsburg. A recommendation was also 
made for the erection of [new] sees in the cities of Hartford, 
Milwaukee, Chicago, Little-Rock, and a Vicariate Apostolic for 
the Territory of Oregon. 

May the twenty-third day. I returned [to Philadelphia] : 
with me came the Rt. Rev. Guy Ignatius Chabrat, Bishop of 
Bolina,*** and the Rev. Samuel Mazuchelli. 

May the twenty-fifth day, which was the feast of the Ascen- 
sion of Our 'Lord, the Rt. Rev. Peter Paul Lefevre, Bishop 
of Zelano, and Administrator of Detroit, celebrated Pontifical 

*»• Richard S. Baker. 

^^ Titular of the second coadjutor of Bardstown. He was conse- 
crated July 20f 1834, after the resignation of Flaget in iBjs, the ap- 
pointment and immediate resignation of David, first coadjutor and the 
reappointment of Flaget. See Shea, The Church in the U. 5., Ill, pp. 
600 et seq. 

219 



220 DIARY AND VISITATION RECORD (1843) 



Mass. The Bishop of New York [Hughes] preached. There 
were present the Bishop of New Orleans [Blanc], the Bishop 
of Vincennes [Hailandiere], my brother, the Bishop of Drasa, 
who also preached at Vespers. The celebrant at Vespers was 
the Bishop of New Orleans. 

May the twenty-sixth day. My brother confirmed one hun- 
dred and eighty-three in the church of St. Philip Neri. 

May the twenty-seventh— came the Bishop of Caudiop(rfis, 
the Rt. Rev. John Odin, Vicar Apostolic of Texas. He was 
present at the Mass celebrated in the cathedral [St. John's]. 
The Rev. P. N. L)mch, D.D.,*"* of the diocese of Charleston, 
preached.*"' 

September the twenty-fifth day. Died, at Rome, Joseph 
Rosati, Bishop of St. Louis : Bom in the Kingdom of Naples, 
the thirteenth day of January, 1789, he joined the Congrega- 
tion of the Mission, and [having come to America] labored in 
the mission fields of the United States since the year 1815. 
March twenty-fifth, 1824, he was consecrated Bishop of Te- 
nagra, titular, with the office of Coadjutor to the Bishop of 
New Orleans. 'Later, from the year [1827, March twenti- 
eth], *°^ he was Bishop of St. Louis. He was a man to be 
esteemed for his learning, his prudence, his humility, and the 
evident saintliness of his life. 

*»B Later third bishop of Charleston, 1858-1882. 

**»« Probably Sunday, the 28th of May. 

*^^ Space had been left for date and year. These have been placed 
within square brackets by the translator, and are referred to J. G. 
Shea's Hist. Cath. Church in U, 5*., vol. Ill, p. 395. 
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Americans, who arc 
known as the "' .Mative American Party", was an occasion 
and the beginning of strife ant! a disorderly fight between the 
Irish and these " Native Americans " in a place called Ken- 
sington, not far from the city. One American was killed in 
the fray, and one Irishman was wounded. Then some dwel- 
lings were looted by the .Americanists. After night they 
made a renewed attempt to demolish buildings belonging to 
the Irish; and they set fire to a house which had been the 
home of some devout women,"" proceeding thence to burn the 
church [St. Michael's] : but, after the fire was started in the 
house, the Irish, by force of arms, drove them off. Two men 
were killed, and many were wounded. 

*'» This evidently is the Convent home of the Sisters of Charity of 
the B. V. M.. who found their first home in the United Stales and 
established the work of iheir Institute in the School of St. Michael's, 
through the kind interest and care of Father Donahoe. in 1833. In 
1843 the Sisters had removed, under the direction of Father Donahoe. 
to ihe diocese of Dubuque, where the Mother House and Novitiate are 
still described under flourishing conditions. One postulant. Sister Mary 
Baker, had been left in Philadelphia to settle temporal affairs and care 
for the convent property. She, "a little English lady", with two 
young girl companions, Elizabeth Sullivan and Jane O'Reilly, met the 
mob at the door, believing that " no man would be brutal enough to 
bum to death three helpless women ". But a brick thrown with de- 
liberate aim struck her down, unconscious, at the door. By the efforts 
of some Irishmen the three were rescued, making their way through 
the garden to a place of safety. See In Eam-v Days. Pages from the 
AnHaU of the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed I'irgm Mary, St. 
Joseph's Convent, Mount Carmel, Dubuque, Iowa, published by Her- 
der, igi3, pp. loi el ante. 
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The next day a flag was raised in the dty, which bore the 
legend, untrue indeed, that this [standard of the nation] had 
been trampled on by the Irish and Papists. Then there was a 
gathering of armed men in Independence Square, addressed by 
two speakers,"* who, while they pretended to counsel modera- 
tion, roused the mad fury of the mob by their words. They 
proceeded then, about four thousand men in number, to the 
place of the previous day's fight, threatening death to the Irish. 
They first demolished the Fire House of an Irish Company of 
Volunteers. This was the occasion for determined resistance to 
the action of the mob. A small number, about twenty, among 
them some non-Catholics, banded together to put down the rule 
of the mob, to fight for the security of their homes. On the side 
of the Catholics one man was killed, Joseph Rice. He was be- 
trayed, and met his death at the hands of a youth. Twelve or 
more of the "Americanists" [rioters) fell in this fight, and 
forty were wounded. Later sixty houses, the [homes] of the 
Irish, were set on fire. 

The next day a County official "" made a search of the 
homes of the Irish. A [military] guard was stationed there, 
as a renewal of the rioting was feared. In the afternoon 
the priest Loughran gave over the keys of St. Michael's 
church to General Fairlamb. hardly knowing what he did, 
as the mad mob was pressing on. In a short time the 
church was on fire. The military, as it api>ears, did not pre- 
vent*" the firing of the church. After night the church of 
St. Augustine was set on fire, and burned together with the 
Library there. The rioters yelled with frenzied applause when, 
after a long wait, they saw the Cross fall from its high sup- 
port. The mob next moved on to the Cathedral church of St. 

■"» Praeconfs. 

*'" Magistratus Comitatus (used in the singular number) : probably 
Sheriff Morion McMJchael with his deputies and the military under 
Gen. Cadwalader. 

•»' Duiimulanlt, ul wdttur, milite. 



John, with the design certainly of burning it also: but Gen- 
eral Cadwalader, hearing that the Governor of the State [Por- 
ter] had arrived in the city, and had proclaimed what is called 
martial law, made*" ihe threat ihat the military would use 
arms to quiet the mob. 

During the days that followed, numerous attempts were 
made to burn this church [St. John's), also St. Mary's and 
St. Philip's. It was the design of many to burn every [Cath- 
olic] church in the city. Threats were made also against the 
priests, who, on this account, wore no clerical dress, remained 
in hiding, or went out of the city. Fright and dread paralyzed 
the community [Catholic]: no one could feel secure: every- 
one feared the fire and destruction destined for his own home. 

I remained over night once with Mr. Ewing. and again 
with Mr. Lopez; and, when the peril seemed imminent, I 
had in mind to go [for asylum] to Mr. Stephen Tyng,*" an 
Episcopalian clergyman, who is reputed to be very unfriendly 
to us. However, 1 did not go. Instead, I went with Mr. 
James Wilcox out of the city, and remained over night in 
his home twice; then I went to Baltimore, and remained at 
the Seminary two days; after that I returned, and remained 
at home. On Sunday *•* there were no services held [in the 

*" MiMitotHJ mitites armii usuros. The choice of words here seems 
to suggest the irony of authority that was nol exercised. See Scharf & 
Weslcott, History of Philadelphia, vol. I. pp. 663 and following. 

"' Reel or of the Protestant Episcopal church of St. Paul. " NoKs 
valde infestus." 

*»*This refers apparently to Sunday, May Ae nth. only. The 
Bishop's order is dated May 10, and is printed in the Catholic Herald 
of May 16; but there is no time-limii lixed. But there were Ordina- 
tionfl in the cathedral, St. John's, June first and second, and Confirma- 
tion Jiuie ninth. 

The text of the " order " as printed in the Catholic Herald is here 
given :^ — "To Ihe Catholici of the City and County of Philadelphia: Be- 
loved Children — In the critical circumstances in which you are placed, 
I feel it ray duty to suspend the exercises of public worship in the 
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churches of the city] by my order, as it would have been an 
occasion of irritating the enemy against us; though now. since 
General Patterson is in command [of the military], there has 
been no open violence done against us. What days of dread 
and trial have come upon us ! 

A chapel "° was erected, and opened on the second day of 
June, in a place near the ruins of St. Michael's church. It re- 
quired four days only, or hardly four, to build it: but to the 
great consolation of the faithful Mass was celebrated there 
again (in the chapel near St. Michael's] on the feast of the 
Most Holy Trinity. The church had been burned on the 
eighth day of May. the feast of the Apparition of St. Michael. 

Catholic Churches, which still Temain, until ii can be resumed with 
safety, and we can enjoy our constitutional rights to worship God 
according to the dictates of our conscience. I earnestly conjure you to 
practice unalterable patience under the trials to which it has pleased 
divine providence to subject you — and remember that affliction will 
serve to purify us, and render us acceptable to God, through Jesus 
Christ, who patiently suffered the cross. + Fbanos Patsick, Bishop 
of Philadelphia. May 10, i&u-" 

The translator is assured by the Rev. Joseph F. O'Keefe. the present 
Rector of the church of St. Francis Xavier. that there is an estate 
lished and constant tradition in the parish that Mass was celebrated in 
St. Francis Xavier's on this Sunday, after the church burning, when 
services were held in no other church in the city. Father Rafferly, 
according to this tradition, when he saw the people assembled In front 
of the church on Sunday morning, decided that the Bishop's order 
was not strictly prohibitory. Therefore, wearing the soutane and 
birctta. he walked fearlessly from the residence to the church (prob- 
ably there were nativists in the crowd), told the people that it was his 
purpose to celebrate Mass, that, if they loved their religion, a good 
place lo die was near the altar. Father Rafferty said Mass. and the 
people were not molested. The traditional conclusion is that the 
nativists were put to shame by the appearance and words of Father 
Rafferty, 

*"■> The building of this chapel " of briclt and frame " is noticed in the 
Catholic Htrold of June 6, 1844. It was " forty-five by seventy feel. 
on the sice of the late parsonage house". "Begun on Tuesday, and 
ready for Mass on Sunday," 
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That same momiiig [)Iay the eighth] the Rev. T. J. Donahoe 
had celebrated Mass in the cfaorch. 

July the fourth day. They who call themsdves " Natives ** 
paraded through the streets carrying banners, on which were 
represented the figures of an open BiUe and a dead serpent. 
The word was passed through the streets that thb symbcdized 
the power of the Roman Church, now utterly extinct. 

July the fifth day, arms [munitions of war] were stored in 
the church of St. Philip, in Southwark. This was done by the 
Governor's permission. This fact [of storing arms] was ob- 
served, and a crowd gathered there. Then threats were made 
[of violence] if the arms were not removed. The official who 
is called the Sheriff came on the scene, and, in order to quiet 
the crowd, removed the arms whidi were that day placed 
there. But a number of men chosen from the crowd, having 
entered the church, found other weapons there. These also 
were removed. But the crowd remained. General Cadwalader 
ordered the military to fire into the assembled crowd; but 
Charles Naylor counseled them not to do this. He [Naylor] 
was therefore apprehended, and given into the custody of the 
military ccnnpany known as the '* Montgomery-Hibemia 
Greens ", who were guarding the church. The next day, 
which was Sunday, the mob proceeded to carry out its evil 
designs. They brought a machine of war, called a cannon, 
and prepared to demolish the walls of the church. They as- 
sured the Irish militiamen that they would be allowed to come 
out and go unharmed. These [Montgomery Greens] were 
only a few ; and when they came out of the church the mob 
rushed upon them. Some of them used their arms to defend 
themselves against the mob; most of them fled to save their 
lives. Colahan, the commander, took refuge in the house of 
Mr. Harvey on Pine street ; and there, under cover ,*•• barely 

466 " £t in tecto vix servare se potuit." It may mean that he fled to 
the roof for safety. 
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saved himself. Robert Gallagher, one of the militia, was struck 
down by the rioters and seriously hurt- Naylor was taken 
from the custody of the militia and escorted home in triumph. 
In the evening a company of the militia under the command 
of George Cadwalader came to protect the church, which had 
been open to the crowd all that day, with a few individuals 
only, stationed to guard it [against the vandalism of the mob]. 
Someone now made an attack upon Captain Hill. Irying to 
wrest his saber from him, and threatening to kill him. At this 
ihe military Sred into the crowd, and the fight began in earnest 
on both sides. Both the rioters and the militia made use of 
heavy *"' guns. In this engagement it is reported that thirteen 
were killed and fifty wounded. The darkness [coming on] 
favored the mob, as, being familiar with the locality, they 
knew where to hide. Of the military at least two were killed. 
The next day it was agreed between the Commissioners of the 
district of Southwark and the MagisHrates "** to have the mili- 
tary withdrawn, as the rioters had gathered new numbers, and 
anns from all sides; and they threatened the military with 
total extinction. The Governor, David R. Porter, arrived here 
the evening of this same day, and made a proclamation."* On 
Wednesday [July tenth] the church [St. Pliilip's] was deliv- 
ered over to me, and on the Sunday following the Rev. Nich- 
olas Cantwell, who is assistant pastor, celebrated Mass there. 
Following my counsel, the Rev. P. J. Dunn, who is pastor of 
the church, left the city. -Mler a few weeks he returned, and 
resumed his work [at St. Philip's]. 

**' Tormentis beltids majoribus utrinque adhibitis. 

*•' This is thus described in Scharf & Weslcolt, Hist. PhUa.. I, p. 
673: "There was consultation with the sheriff, the judges of the 
Court of Quarter Sessions, and the members of the County Board." 

•••Monday, July Bth. "He issued general orders sustaining the 
course of the military, and directing measures for the majnlenance of 
peace thereafter. He also called out a considerable number of trortps 
from other counties of the Slate near Philadelphia." Scharf & Weit- 
eott, Hist, of Phila.. vol. I, p. 673. 
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THIRTEENTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1B44 

This Visitation was begun August the twenty-fifth, 1844, 
when in the church of St. Elizabeth, in the town of Port Eliza- 
beth [New Jersey] I confirmed ten persons. The Rev. Mr. 
William O'Hara"" was present. He visits this church once 
every two months from the city. The Catholics here are very 
few, among them, however, are some who have wealth.*" 

September the first day. I preached in the chapel of St. 
Thomas of Villanova, out in the country, a euli^y 00 St. Au- 
gustine. The Hermits of St. Augustine bought a farm and 
house here, ten miles from the dty, three years ago, and they 
have opened a school. 

September the eighth day. I made the visitation of St. 
Mary's church, in Lancaster, and confirmed forty-nine persons. 
I preached on the subject of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
in the morning, and after Vespers, on the Raising of the son 
of the Widow of Naim [Luke, VH, ii-i6]. 

September the ninth day. I visited the church of St. Peter 
in the town of Columbia, and gave Confirmation to seventeen. 
The Rev. Mr. [John] Mackin has the care of this little flock, 

September the tenth day. I confirmed twenty-nine in St. 
Patrick's church in the town of York; and I spoke on the doc- 
trine of good works necessary for salvation. The charge [of 
this congregation also] was given to the Rev. Mr. [John] 
Mackin. But [later] I appointed the Rev. Basil Shorb, who 
speaks two languages, German and English, to be pastor, re- 
calling the Rev. Mr. Mackin to the city, to be assistant at St. 
Michael's. 

September the eleventh day. I confirmed twenty-one in a 
chapel in a place called Paradise Township. A church has 
been erected here of stone, a large and neat structure, under 

»'o Later the first Bishop of Scranton, 1868-1859. 

*" See under entry for August isth, 1830 — Ketsinger. 
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the invocation of the Most Pure Heart of Mary; but it is not 
finished. The Rev. Mr. Sacchi has charge here: His zeal is 
praiseworthy. 

September the twelfth day. I visited the church of St. 
Francis Xavier in the town of Gettysburg, and confirmed 
twenty-two persons there. The Rev. Roger Dietz, S.J., visits 
this church once each month. 

September the thirteenth day. I confirmed thirty-six in the 
church of St. Aloysius in the village of Littlestown. 

September the fourteenth day. I confirmed five persons in 
the Convent chapel of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus in Mc- 
Sherrystown. A school is flourishing here under the care of 
these devout women [Ladies of the Sacred Heart]. *^* 

September the fifteenth day. I confirmed one hundred and 
twenty-eight (?) *^' in the church of the Most Sacred Heart, 
near Conewago Creek. 

The next day I returned home.*^* 

October the ninth day. I left the city, and on the tenth I 
confirmed sixty-four in St. Mary's*^* church in Elizabethtown. 

October the eleventh. I confirmed *^* in the church 

of St. Patrick, in the town of Carlisle. 

October the thirteenth. I confirmed sixty-five in St. Pat- 
rick's church, in Harrisburg. 

October the fifteenth day. I confirmed twenty in the church 
of St. Joseph, near Milton. 

*T* See above, after entry for May 8th, 1842. 

*T* One figure is blotted: cannot be sure about the middle number. 

*T* There were ordinations in St. John's, Saturday, Sept. 21. See 
Catholic Herald, Sept. 26, 1844. This, evidently, was the reason for 
interrupting the visitations, and returning to the city. 

*^* St Peter's — so in Directory and in former entries. 

♦^* Space not filled in. 
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October the seventeenth day. I confirmed sixty-four in the 
chapel *^^ in Wilkesbarre. 

October the nineteenth day. I confirmed eighty-three in the 
church of St. Mary, Beaver Meadow. 

October the twentieth day. I confirmed ninety-seven in St. 
Patrick's church, Nesquehoning. 

October the twenty-second day. I confirmed forty-seven in 
the church of St. Bernard, Easton. 

October the twenty-third day. I returned home. 

October the twenty-seventh day. I confirmed thirty in the 
church of St. John Baptist, Manayunk. 

*'''*'* Church" first written, then crossed out, and "chapel" written 
instead. Sept. 7th, 1836, Mass was cekbrated in Wilkesbarre, in the 
home of widow Gorman. See that date. 



Siglfttnt l|miikrrlk and JForlg-fittr (1B45) 

[Visit to Europe — ^Ireland, England, France, Rome. Return 
by way of Halifax, Nova Scotia.] 

March the twenty-ninth day, 1845. I set out on the way, 
with the Most Illustrious and Rev. John Odin, Vicar Apostolic 
of Texas, as a companion [to Europe and Rome]. 

April the first day. We set sail from the port of New York, 
in a vessel named the Skiddy, in command of a captain of the 
same name. After twenty days we reach the southern shores 
of Ireland ; and were brought to land, five miles distant, by a 
fishing boat. 

April the twenty-second day. We visited the Bishop of Cork, 
John Murphy, who this day rounds out bis full thirtieth year 
in the Episcopate. 

April the twenty-fourth day. We arrived in Dublin;*^* 
and the twenty-sixth we had dinner *^* with Archbishop 
Murray. 

April the twenty-seventh day. We visited Maynooth Col- 
lege, and the same day dined with the priests of the Congrega- 
tion of the Mission in a place called Castlenock, not far from 
the city. 

April the twenty-eighth day. We went aboard a boat driven 
by steam, and bound for Liverpool, intending to go, the next 
day, from Liverpool to London. 

May the second day. We went [from London] to Folk- 

*78 Eblanam, 

♦^* CoenavimMS, 
230 
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stone, by railway carriage;"" and in three hours [from Folk- 
stone] reached Boulogne sur mer.**' 

May the fourth day. early in the morning, we reached Paris, 
where we were received very kindly by the V. Rev. M, Etienne, 
Superior General of the Congregation of the Mission. 

May the seventh day. I set out alone for Marseille, the 
Vicar Apostolic [Odin] remaining at Paris to attend to affairs 
of his own interest. The Bishop of Marseilles,**^ a man noted 
for his solid piety, received me kindly. At four o'clock in the 
afternoon of the eleventh day of May, which was Pentecost 
Sunday, I took ship [at Marseilles], and the next morning 
about nine o'clock arrived at Leghorn, where I celebrated Mass 
in the Cathedral church the following day. Canon Blasini, 
who was then filUng the office of Vicar General, served me 
with much show of courtesy. In the afternoon at two o'clock 
we left port, and early the next morning arrived at Gvita Vec- 
chia. going on to Rome the same day by carriage, a distance 
of fifty miles. 

May the fourteenth day, after nightfall, we entered the 
City; and the next morning I celebrated Mass in the church 
of St. Ignatius, at the altar of St. Aloysius. The V, Rev. 
Father Perrone served and attended me with considerable 
kindness. 1 visited the V. Rev. P. J. Grassi, and also the 
Bishop of Vincennes, the Rt. Rev. Celestine De La Hailandiere, 
who was then staying in the City. I then went to the Irish 
College, where I was kindly welcomed and made to enjoy the 
hospitality of the College for two weeks by the kind offices of 
the Rev. Tobias Kirby, a good and pious man. 

On the feast of the Most Holy Trinity. I was present at a 

**oCurribui m via dicio linear! (railroad). 
•*' Boloniam ad marf. 

•»> The Bishop of Marseilles from i8jz to 1861 was Charles Joseph 
Eugene de Mazenod. See Gams. Srrirs Episcoporvm, p. 57a. 



Solemn Mass celebrated in the church of the Holy Trinity, 
which is near the House of the Mission. 

May the twenty-second day. I was present at a public 
religious celebration in St. Peter's. The Cardinal Vicar car- 
ried the Blessed Sacrament; as the Pope, on account of his 
advanced age, was not present ; though he is, apart from the 
infirmity of years, in good health. 

May the twenty-fifth day. I assisted at the consecration of 
the Rev. Mr. Brady, Bishop of Perth, in Australia. His Emi- 
nence Cardinal Philip Fransoni, Prefect of the Cong, de Pro- 
pag. Fide, was the consecrating prelate. The ceremony was 
in the church of the Urban College. The [other] assistant 
[consecrator] was the Rt. Rev. M. Trioche, Bishop of Babylon. 

May the twenty-sixth day. I celebrated Mass in the church 
[at the Altar?] of St. Philip Neri, and also took part in a pon- 
tifical celebration in the same church. In the evening the Pope 
received me with paternal affection. 

May the twenty-eighth day, at night, I left the City [Rome]. 
Returning by way of Lyons, I visited Cardinal de Bonald. I 
stopped several hours with ihe Lady de Vaure. the sister of 
M. A. Frenaye. in the town of Riom. Thence, going to Paris, 
I arrived there the seventh day of June. I left Paris the same 
day, to take the boat from I>iep[»e for Brighton, where I ar- 
rived June the ninth. From Brighton to London, thence to 
Liverpool. 

June the fourteenth day. I arrived again in Dublin; and 
on the seventeenth returned again to Liverpool, where I visited 
at the home of Thomas Cullen and also his brother Michael. 
The Very Rev. Paul Cullen [later Cardinal] had come back 
with me from Ehiblin to Liverpool. The Bishop of Oiarleston 
IS. C], Rt. Rev. Ignatius A. Reynolds, had come there [to 
Liverpool] a few days before, and was waiting to take ship 
with me [for America]. 
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June the nineteenth day. We set out in a vessel driven by 
steam for the shores of America. 

July the first day we arrived at the town of Halifax in 
Nova Scotia. I remained here two hours, when I boarded 
ship again, not without a serious peril to my life, as the vessel 
was already leaving port. 

July the second day, after night, we reached Boston, and on 
the third we landed. At four o'clock in the afternoon of this 
same day we were on the way again. 

July the fourth day. I celebrated Mass in the Cathedral 
church of New York, and at five o'clock [P. M.] I started for 
Philadelphia, and arrived there at eleven: — God keeping and 
protecting us. 

July the twenty-second day, 1845. Came here the Rt, Rev, 
Edward Barron. Bishop of Eucarpia, who was formerly Vicar 
General here. Three years ago he went to the west coast of 
Africa, there to work for the salvation of the negroes at Cape 
Palmas. A short time after he relumed to Europe, and was 
made Bishop, and. under the title of Vicar Apostolic of Upper 
and Lower Guinea, he acted as superior of the missions of this 
region. He remained along the coast about six months, suffer- 
ing many trials by reason of the maliciousness of the com- 
mander of a French vessel, which also exposed him to great 
danger and the peril of his life. Later this commander, being 
charged with serious misdemeanors, took his own life. When 
seven of the missionaries, whom he had brought with him 
[from France] were dead, and he was left alone, he gave up 
the mission, came to Rome, and there arranged to have the 
care of the mission entrusted to a pious Congregation of 
French priests, known as the Society of the Heart of Mary 
Most Holy. He has come back here finally with the consent 
of the Apostolic See. My brother having come here. Bishop 
Barron took counsel with him, and prevailed with him to be 
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allowed to go to the diocese of St. Louis. Accordingly he left 
here in the month of August [for St. Louis].*** 

FOURTEENTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1845 

August the twenty-second day, 1845. I began the fourteenth 
Visitation of the Diocese. The day fcdlowing I confirmed 

*•* in St. Peter's church in the town of Reading. A 

new church is now being erected there, under the direction of 
the good priest Rev. Peter Steinbacher. 

August the twenty-fourth day, which was Sunday. I con- 
firmed *•■ in St. Mary's church in the town of Lebanon. 

August the twenty-sixth day. I confirmed in St. 

Patrick's church, in the town of Harrisburg. 

August the twenty-eighth day. I confirmed in the 

church of All Saints in the village of Lewistown. The flock 
here is small indeed. It is visited once each month by the 
priest who has the care of the church of St. John the Evan- 
gelist, in the town of Belief onte. The Rev. Mr. P.[atrick] 
Prendergast has been there now three years, and stands well 
in the esteem of the people : but, at his own repeated request, 
I assigned him to the care of the faithful in the town of 
Honesdale. 

At Bellefonte, Rev. Timothy Flanagan, having applied for 
letters to leave the diocese, was counseled to find a field for 
activity elsewhere.+ 

August the thirty-first day. I visited the church of St. John 
the Evangelist in the town of Bellefonte, and there confirmed 
twenty-eight persons. 

A journey of about sixty miles by carriage brought me to 

*•« Sec Bishop Barron under entry for Got 15th, 1850, and note. 

*•* Space left for number, but not filled in. 

4M Space not filled in ; also in case of two churches following. 
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Milton, where a new church has been built during the past 
year. The Rev. John Flanagan has charge here. 

September the second day. I confirmed eight here [St. 
Joseph's, Milton]. Thence, with the same priest as a com- 
panion (John Flanagan], I went, by way of Danville,"" which 
has begun to flourish greatly by reason of the iron works there, 
and Bloomsburg, to the church of St. Basil,'*' near Loyalsock 
Creek, where I confirmed ninety on the fourth day of Sep- 
tember. 

September the fifth day. The church of SS. Peter and Paul. 
which has been erected in the town of Towanda by the energy 
of the Rev. John V. O'Reilly, was dedicated to divine service. 
Forty persons were confirmed [in Towanda]. Mr. Ballard 
with his wife came here from Troy.*" They wish to embrace 
the Catholic Faith. Mr. Swansie, an Englishman of the An- 
glican church, invited me to dinner, and treated me very kindly 
indeed. Mr. Stephens, who keeps the hotel, would accept no 
stipend for my entertainment there. A man highly esteemed 
in the town, named Patton, also invited me to remain in his 
house; but I did not wish to leave the hotel to enjoy his gen- 
erous hospitality. 

September the seventh day, which was Sunday. I confirmed 
one hundred and forty persons in the church of St. Francis 
[Xavier] in the town of Friendsville. The Rev. J. V. O'Reilly 
has acquired a house and farm"" about three miles from the 
church [at Friendsville], which he holds in his own name. 

*" Per Danopolim. 

*" Now Dushore. in Sullivan County. 

*'• A town in Bradford County. 

*"» Probably this is the site of the future St. Joseph's College, near 
Silver Lake, which Father John Vincent O'Reilly opened in 1852; 
which was burned Jan. 1, 1864. and never rebuilt. The College was 
built on what was regarded as the farm of Terence O'Reilly, the 
brother of John Vincent, and the father of four wns who became 
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September the ninth day. I confirmed ninety-two in the 
church of St. Rose, in the town of Carbondale. The good 
priest Henry Fitzsimons [Fitzsimmons] has charge here. 1 
announced from the altar that they who would attempt to con- 
tract marriage within the degrees of kindred forbidden by tlie 
Church, would thereby forfeit their right to communion with 
the Church. I did this on account of a marriage attempted 
between certain persons, blood relatives, of this place. + 

September the tenth day, 1845. I confirmed forty-two in 
the church of St. John Baptist, in the town of Honesdale. 
This church was erected a few years ago under the care of 
Rev. Henry Fitzsimmons. At his own request I relieved him 

priests. John. James. Edward and Michael, who labored in the Dio- 
ceses of Scranton and Harrisburg, Near the College, Father O'Reilly 
built also a small church, Sl Joseph's, about 1863. for the convenience 
of the people of the surrounding country. This St. Joseph's chapel 
was siitl attended' from Susquehanna when the present .Archbishop, the 
Most Rev. EUlmond F. Prendergast, lived ihere [at Susquehanna] with 
John Vincent O^eilly for eighteen monlhs after his ordination in 1865. 
By coincidence rather unusual, it appears that the three Rrst bishops 
of Harrisburg, Jeremiah Shanahan, Thomas -McGovem and John W. 
Shanahan, all were at some time, during the twelve years of its exist- 
ence, students at St. Joseph's College, under the care of John Vincent 
O'Reilly. See Mgr, Hassett's ShhIo Storico delta Dioctsi di Harris- 
burg, pp. S-6. 

St. Joseph's was also the lirsi home of the Sisters of the Immaculatt 
Heart in the diocese (then of Philadelphia). By request of Father 
John Vincent O'Reilly, with the approval of Bishop Newmann. these 
Sisters came from Michigan to Susquehanna, and opened their first 
school, an .Academy for girls, in 1858. Father O'Reilly's plan for the 
education of the girls of Susquehanna County has grown wonderfully 
in the numerous parish schools now under the care of these Sisters 
throughout the state, especially in this diocese, where the development 
is seen in the magnificent proportions of Villa Maria at West Cheswr, 
and the Collegiate Institute at Frazer. 

The above information on Susquehanna was obtained by interview, 
from the Venerable Mother Mary Columba of the Immaculate Heart, 



Villa Mar 



, Wej 



Chester. 
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of this charge, assigning the burden to the Rev. Patrick Pren- 
dergast,*"® who is also to have care of the church of St. Juliana 
[Mt. Pleasant, Wayne County]. 

A journey of seventy-six miles [by stage, probaWy] brought 
me to Easton, where I confirmed about thirty in the church of 
St. Bernard, on the twelfth day of September. 

September the thirteenth day. I confirmed forty in the 
church of St. John [the Baptist] in a place called Haycock. 

September the fourteenth day, which was Sunday. I con- 
firmed twenty in the church of St. John Baptist in the town of 
Lambertville, New Jersey. The Catholics here are very few ; 
and the burden of debt on the church is nearly eight hundred 
dollars. From this place I returned to the city. 

October the fifth day. I confirmed three hundred and fifty 
in the church of St. Patrick in the town of Pottsville : and one 
hundred more on the same day in the church of St. John, in 
the same town. 

October the twelfth day. I confirmed seventy in the church 
of St. Peter, Wilmington, Delaware. 

October the nineteenth day. I confirmed sixty in the church 
of St. Jerome in the town of Tamaqua. 

October the twenty-sixth day. I confirmed thirty in the 
church of St. John the Baptist, Trenton, New Jersey. 

November the ninth day. I confirmed forty-six in St. Mary's 
church, in the town of Phoenixville. 

November the sixteenth day. I confirmed twenty-four in the 
church of St. Michael, Chester. 

December the twenty-first. I conferred the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in the church of St. Francis Xavier, near Fair- 
mount. 

This closes the fourteenth Visitation of the Diocese. 

^*® See above^ the entry for August 28th, at BeUefonte. ^ 



lE,\g!ltftttn ^tttihtsh attii Jforttf-iiix (1048) 

During the month of February, M. A. Frenaye bought in 
my name a house *•* and grounds, near the Seminary, for the 
sum of thirty-seven thousand and two hundred dollars. 

March the nineteenth day, came the Ladies*** Hardy and 
Belmont, of the Sisterhood of the Most Sacred Heart. The 
next day they took possession of this house [just referred to, 
" near the Seminary "] in the name of their Institute, on the 
following conditions : — ^They are to pay yearly a sum of money 
equal to the interest on the cost [of the building], with the 
option of buying it for the same amount which I i>aid for it. 
But as the building is valued at seventeen thousand two hun- 
dred dollars, and as the measure of ground which is to go 
with the building has not been determined, the contract re- 
mains as yet incomplete. 

**i The present Cathedral parish residence just north of the Cathe- 
dral, i8th and Summer streets. 

^^2 These Ladies came to Philadelphia from the foundation at Astoria, 
Long Island. The notice of their new school appears in the Catholic 
Directory for 1847, pp. 89-90 : " Boarding School for Young Ladies, 
Logan Square, Philadelphia. The Ladies of the Sacred Heart have the 
pleasure of informing the public that they have opened an Academy in 
a spacious and large mansion, with a large garden annexed. . . . The 
situation is at once healthful and delightful, with the advantage of a 
public square in front, and in a neighborhood which is rapidly im- 
proving. They are now prepared to receive pupils." In the next 
Directory, 1848, pages 171-173, appears the first notice of the school of 
the " Ladies " at Eden Hall, for the founding of which the two Commu- 
nities, Logan Square and McSherrystown, combined, and according to 
the above notice formed one Community " of twenty members, one of 
whom is a novice ". 
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FIFTEENTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 2846 
The Fifteenth Visitation was begun on the fifth day of July 
[1846] at Wilmington in the morning at seven o'clock; and at 
Brandywine at ten o'clock. 

July the eleventh day. I went to Lancaster, and the day 
following conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation in St. 
Mary's church there. 

July the fourteenth. I visited St. Mary's [St. Peter's?] 
church in Elizabethtown. 

July the fifteenth day. I visited St. Patrick's church in 
Harrisburg. 

July the sixteenth day. I visited St. Patrick's church in the 
town of Carlisle, where I found hospitality in the home of Mr. 
Faust. 

July the seventeenth day. I visited St. Mary's church in 
Shippensbuig. In this last-named church there were none to 
be confirmed, but in all the others enumerated above I con- 
ferred this Sacrament. 

July the nineteenth day. I conferred the Sacrament of Con- 
firmation in Christ's church, Chambersburg, and I assigned the 
Rev. Richard O'Connor, recently ordained, to be pastor there. 

July the twenty-first day. I visited the church of St. Igna- 
tius on the mountain. 

July the twenty-second day. I went to visit the church of 
St. Francis Xavier in Gettysburg. I was hospitably enter- 
tained there in the home of Doctor Barlekue.*** 

July the twenty-third day. I visited the church of the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary in a place called Paradise Township, 

July the twenty-fourth day. I visited the church of St. Pat- 
rick in the town of York, and remained over night with a 
physician, Doctor Coke. 

*•» Barlucci. Sec note under Sept. 761, 1838. 
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July the twenty-sixth day. I visited the church of St. Peter, 
in the town of Columbia. The Rev. Basil Shori> is in charge 
here. He has recently built a priest's residence. In the eve- 
ning I returned to the city. 

July the thirtieth day. We paid the tribute of memorial ser- 
vices for the eternal repose of the soul of [Pope] Gregory the 
sixteenth, who departed this life the first day of June of the 
present year. The Rev. Father John P. O'Dwyer, O.S.A., 
preached on the occasion. 

August the fourteenth day. I set out again to continue the 
Visitation; and, on the feast of the Assumption, I confirmed 
about ninety in the church of the Most Blessed Sacrament, in 
a place called Goshenhoppen. The Rev. Father A.[ug^stinc] 
Balli, SJ., has the care of this congregation, a man of truly 
solid virtues, with a great love of souls. 

August the sixteenth day, which was Sunday. I confirmed 
about thirty in the new church of St. Peter in the town of 
Reading. 

August the seventeenth day. I confirmed about fifty per- 
sons in the church of St. Henry, in Massillum Township, in 
Berks County. This is twelve miles from the town of Read- 
ing, on the road which leads to Cootstown [Kutztown]. 

September the sixth day. I laid the comer-stone of the 
Cathedral church of SS. Peter and Paul. 

September the eighth day. I set out for a visit to the West. 

September the thirteenth day. I preached in Cincinnati,*** 
after Vespers. 

September the fifteenth day. I went to visit the Bishop of 
Louisville,***' Benedict Joseph Flaget, who is now eighty-three 
years of age, and enjoys good health, though he is not strong. 
His Coadjutor, Guy Ignatius Chabrat, went with me to Bards- 

*•* In the Cathedral, quite presumably. 
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town, where I preached, the evening of the seventeenth. We 
had dinner at St, Joseph's College. The Rector of the CtJlege 
is Edward McMahon. 

September the twentieth day. I preached in Louisville. 

September the twenty-second day. I took ship**' again, 
bound for St. Louis; But being delayed by reason of low 
water in the river, I took a carriage at the town of Evansville, 
and went on to Vincennes, where I preached in the Cathedral 
church in presence of the Bishop, Celestine De La Haiiandiere, 
on the twenty-seventh day of September. The next day I set 
out on the way again, and arrived in the city of St. Louis on 
the twenty-ninth [September]. Religion here is vigorous: it 
is manifest in its works: — a Hospital, a University, schools 
and other Institutions. 

OctoJjer the fourth day. I preached in the Cathedral church 
[St. Louis] . 

October the fifth day. 1 boarded the boat again, my brother 
coming with me; and on the tenth we reached Cincinnati, 
where my brother preached the next day. With the V. Rev. 
Edward T. Collins and the Rev. John Adams as companions, 
I started on the way, by railroad, to the town of Springfield 
on the twelfth day of October. Taking dinner here [at Spring- 
field], we remained over night in the town of Columbus, in- 
tending to take the stage from this place. In the morning 
I about eight o'clock of the fourteenth day of October I arrived 
in the town of Wheeling [now West Virginia], where I visited 
Mr. Lazur '*' and Mr. Moore, converts to the Faith. 

October the seventeenth. I returned home'*' 

"* S. Ludivicopolitanum. 

I**' Likely the river tieamboai of the time, famous on die Ohio and 
the Miuissippi. 
'•' See Aug. 31st, i8j8, Mr. Laiiar. 
*•■ There are no entries from October 17th, 1846, to May lath. 1847, 
though there ii no break in the teict, 
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SIXTEENTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 2847 

May the twelfth day. I went by stage to a place called 
Bucksville ; and the day following, which was the feast of the 
Ascensicm, I conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation upon 
twenty persons in the church of St. John the Baptist [at Hay- 
cock?]. The Rev. Mr. [Louis] Coutenhofe,*** of the Con- 
gregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, preached in German. 

The next day, after celebrating Mass, we went to Easton, 
where a widow named Kavanagh gave me lodging. On the 
Sunday following, the sixteenth day of the month, I confirmed 
eighteen in the church of St. Bernard [Easton]. The next 
day I returned home. 

Both these churches [Haycock and Easton] have been now 
two months without a pastor. 

May the twenty-ninth day. I left the city for the town of 
Reading; and there confirmed twenty-one on the thirtieth of 
the month. The Rev. Father Frey, of the Congregaticm of the 
Most Holy Redeemer, gave a spiritual retreat of eight days 
[speaking] in the German idiom with manifest zeal and elo- 
quence, and with gratifying results for the good of souls. The 
Rev. Basil Shorb has the care of this congregation, a priest of 
blameless life and commendable zeal. 

June the third day, 1847 — ^^e feast of Corpus Christi. I 
confirmed eleven in the church of St. Mary, Lebanon. 

June the sixth day. I confirmed twenty-five in St. Patrick's 
church, Harrisburg. 

*•• Catholic Directories give this name a variety of spelling, usually 
Coudenhove. 
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June the eighth day. I coafiniied ten in the church of St. 
Josei*, Milton. 

June the tenth day. I confirmed forty-six in tile chapel of 
the Immaculate Virgin in Nippenose Valley. Ten years ago 
some German families settled here guided by the counsel of 
the Rev. Father Nicholas Sleinbacher, S.J. On this occasion 
Father Sleinbacher was here visiting the colony. About eighty 
families are living here and prospering. 

June the thirteenth day. 1 confirmed forty-four in the 
church of St. John the Evangelist in the town of Bellefonte. 
The Rev. Jeremiah Ahem has the care of this congregation. 

June the fifteenth day. I confirmed ten in the church of 
All Saints in Lewistown. The flock here is very small. The 
Bishop of Pittsburg '""' came here to meet me. 

June the seventeenth day. I confirmed thirty-four in St. 
Mary's church in the town of Lancaster. 

June the eighteenth day. I confirmed thirty-one in the town 
of Columbia, in St. Peter's church. The Rev. William Martin 
has charge here, a man of piety and zeal. 

June the nineteenth day. I confirmed one hundred and sev- 
enty in the church of the Most Sacred Heart near Conewago 
Creek. The Rev. Father [Joseph] Enders, S.J,, has lately 
come to this place. In the evening I went to Littlestown, 
where I preached, explaining the rite of Benediction of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. The next day, the feast of St. Aloy- 
sius, we celebrated in the church sacred tp his name [St. Aloy- 
sius, in Littlestown], and confirmed about fifty persons. 

June the twenty-third day. I confirmed about fifty in St. 
Patrick's church in the town of York. In the evening I re- 

"*" Michael O'Connor, formerly Rector of ihe Seminary and Vicar 
Genera] of Philadelphia, consecrated at Rome, Aug. 15, 184J, trans- 
ferred to Eric in 185,1, returned lo Pittsburg, Feb. », 1854, resigned 
May 23, i86q, and entered the Sodety of Jesus: died at Woodstock. 
Md., Oct. 18, 187^. 
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turned to the city, and occupied the house which is erected 
near the Cathedral.*®* 

June the twenty-seventh day. I laid the comer-stone of a 
new church in the town of Trentcm [St. John the Baptist's]. 

July the second day. I distributed the premiums to the stu- 
dents in St. Mary's College,* •* Wilmington. This school was 
opened some years ago by the Rev. Patrick O'Reilly ; and dur- 
ing the past year it has been recognized by the State AssemUy, 
and made legally strong by the grant of privileges. In the 
evening I distributed premiums to the girls in the school ••• 
of the Sisters of Charity. 

July the third day. I confirmed aibout fifty in St. Peter's 
church, Wilmington. 

July the fourth day. I dedicated ••* solemnly the church of 
St. Paul in the district of Moyamensing. 

July the eleventh day. I confirmed nine persons in the 
church of St. Elizabeth in a town called Port Elizabeth in the 
state of New Jersey. 

July the twelfth day. I confirmed the son named John and 

the daughter *®' of John McCrevin in his own home 

near Dennisville, New Jersey. Thence [from McCrevin's] I 
went to a place called Cape Island ; *®* and the following day 
returned home. 

»®i This is the new, and unfinished Cathedral, i8th above Race street 
See entry of March 19th, 1846. 

»®2 " St. Mary's College was opened in the month of August, 1S39" 
See Cath, Directory, 1840, p. 85. 

5o» St. Peter's Academy. Sec entry for Aug. 8th, 1830. 

50* The terms are " consecravi solemnitcr"; very unusual Gener- 
ally the Bishop says henedixi or dedicavi juxta formam a Rituali Ro- 
mano praescriptam. 

«»5 Space left for name, but not filled in. 

»«« The southern extremity of the state, near Cape May. 
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September the fourth day. I set out again on Visitation 
[continued]. The Rev. Louis Coudenhove, C.SS.R., was my 
companion on the way. 

September the fifth day. I confirmed eighty in the church 
of St. Vincent in the town of Minersville. This church is 
new, erected recently by the energy of the Rev. Hugh Fitz- 
simons, who is in charge of the congregation. At three o'clock 
in the afternoon I confirmed sixty-six in the church of St. 
John the Baptist in the town of Pottsville, where there is a 
congregation of Germans. At four o'clock I confirmed one 
hundred and thirty-seven in Patrick's church in the same town. 

September the seventh day. I confirmed seventeen in the 
town of Tamaqua, in the church of St. Jerome. 

September the eighth day. I confirmed thirty-two in a place 
called Summit, in St. Joseph's church. 

September the ninth day. I confirmed forty in St. Mary's 
church in the town of Hazleton. These three [last named] 
congregations are all assigned to the care of one priest, the 
Rev. James Molony, who, burdened with care beyond his 
strength, begs for at least one priest more, to take the charge 
of one of the congregations. 

September the tenth day. I confirmed sixty-five in the 
chapel of St. Nicholas of Tolentine in the town of Wilkesbarre. 
Father Coudenhove remained here three days in order to min- 
ister to the Germans. 

■ 

September the eleventh day. John Kelly, from the town of 
Honesdale, brought us in a carriage [to Honesdale?]. He 
treated us with courtesy and much kindness. 

September the twelfth day. I confirmed two hundred in the 
town of Carbondale. 

September the thirteenth day. I baptized an infant named 
Clark, in the house of Dr. Francis Qarke, a physician, and 



246 DIARY AND VISITATION RECORD (1847) 

lately converted to the Faith in South America. He [Eh-. 
Qarke] was sponsor for the child, though in no way related to 
him by ties of kindred. 

September the fourteenth day. I confirmed fifty-three in 
the church of St. John Baptist in the town of Honesdale. 
Father Coudenhove remained here two days in order to attend 
to the spiritual needs of the Germans. 

September the fifteenth day. I confirmed fifty in the church 
of St. Juliana near the place commonly called Mount Pleas- 
ant.'®^ I baptized here an adult named James Lewis. 

September the sixteenth day. I celebrated Mass and 
preached in the town of Lanesborough, where a structure of 
boards *•• is being erected for the use of Catholics, for many 
of the faithful are here employed on the public works, that is, 
in railway-building.' 

September the seventeenth day. I celebrated Mass in the 
home of John Boyle in the town of New Milford; and there 
confirmed four persons, one of whom, a convert to the Faith, 
was the mother-in-law of Boyle. 

September the eighteenth day. I confirmed sixty in the 
church of St. Bonaventure, in a place called Auburn Township, 
in Susquehanna County. This church was built recently under 
the direction of the Rev. John V. O'Reilly, whose work is 
marked with results throughout all this region.*®*** 

September the nineteenth day. I confirmed eighty in the 
church of St. Francis Xavier, in the town of Friendsville. 

^^"^ Propc montcm amoenum, vulg^o Mount Pleasant. 

^^^ Tabulatum erigitur. 

508a The missions attended by Father John Vincent O'Reilly during 
the forties and fifties of the last century were widely scattered in Sus- 
quehanna, Bradford, Luzerne and Sullivan Counties. His name was 
held in great veneration by the old people within the memory of the 
translator. They loved him as a saint, and told wonderful things of 
his work as an Apostolic priest. 
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September the twenty-first day. I confirmed fifty-six in the 
church of SS. Peter and Paul in the town of Towanda. 

For the three days following. I exercised sacred functions 
in the church of St. Basil,*®* where I confirmed seventy per- 
sons. Lately another church *^* has been erected in Albany 
Township, in Bradford County. I was unable to go to visit 
this [new church]. 

September the twenty-sixth day. I confirmed twenty in the 
town of Danville. 

September the twenty-eighth. I returned to the city. 

September the twenty-sixth iday. A spiritual retreat was 
opened. The retreat was given in my own house, and was 
directed by the Rev. Father John McElroy, S.J. Forty priests 
were in attendance. 

October the third day, which was Sunday, the feast of the 
Rosary, the third Diocesan Synod was opened. The subjects 
to be considered had been arranged by unanimous consent be- 
forehand; hence the work of the Synod was quickly done. 
Statutes were made referring to the publication of banns [for 
marriage] and the division of parish limits.*^^ 

October the fifth day— came here the Archbishop of Balti- 
more in order to consult with me on the choice of a G)adjutor 
for the see of Louisville.*" This was done at the Bishop's 

••• In Cherry Township, on the Loyalsock, now Dushore. 

*i*"Thc McGovcrn church", sec under entry for July 4th, iS49- 
This church was built near the present village of Overton, on the 
McGovem farm, now in Overton Township. Overton was made a sep- 
arate township only in 1853, formed from territory taken from Albany, 
Franklin and Monroe Townships. 

'^^ St Augustine's, St Joseph's and St Peter's were left with limiies 
. . . «M posterum dtsignandos in the Acts of this Synod. For the earlier 
parish limits in the city, see Catholic Herald, 1844, Feb. 8th, pp. 42-43. 

■1' M. J. Spalding was the one chosen. He was consecrated Sept 10, 
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[Flaget's] request. The next day he [the Archbishop] went 
away. 

October the seventeenth day. 1 was present at the conse- 
cration of the [first] Bishop of Buffalo, John Timon, in the 
Cathedral church in New York. The Bishop of New York 
[Hughes] was the consecrating prelate, assisted by the Rt. 
Rev. John McCloskey, Bishop of Albany, and William Walsh. 
Bishop of Halifax. I preached the sermon on this occasion. 
The Bishop of Buffalo was born near Conewago Creek in the 
month of February, 1797. 

November the eighth day. The Bishop of Halifax came 
here. He is not in good health, and is to remain some weeks 
with me. The Bishop of New York came with him in order 
to give a Lecture here on the celebrated O'Connell. 

November the fourteenth day. I confirmed fifty-seven per- 
sons in St. Mary's church, in the town of Phoenixville. A 
house to be used as a parochial residence has been acquired 
here recently. The deed for this was transferred to me, and I 
gave it to the Rev. Michael Malone, who is stationed at West 
Chester, to have it entered in the County Records. The Rev. 
Philip O'FarrclI has the care of the above-named church [St. 
Mary's]. 

November the twenty-first day. I confirmed twenty-two tn 
the church of St, Malachy in a place called Doe Run, in Ches- 
ter County. I was assisted by the Rev. Michael Malone. I 
stopped on this occasion at the home of a Mr. Feam. I visited 
also, on the way, a Mr. McFillon. .\bout thirteen families, 
American, but of Irish origin, make up the whole of this con- 
gregation. 

1848, and succeeded the venerable Flaget. who died Feb, 11, 1850. Both 
David and Chabrat. former coadjiKors, had resigned— David on accouni 
of years and failing health, but after he had been named 10 succeed 
Flaget; Oiabrat by reason of threatened total blindness. See Lift of 
Archbiihop M. J. Spalding by J. L. Spalding, pp. 95-96, 
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January the eleventh day. Came here the Bishop of Pitts- 
burg [Michael O'Connor], remaining until the eighth day of 
February. 

February the tenth day. Came here the Rt. Rev. John M. 
Henni, Bishop of Milwaukee, stopping, on the way to Europe. 
The same day a report reached us that the Rev. Martin J. 
SpaMing had been chosen Coadjutor Bishop of Louisville ; but 
this was not true. He was named only in the month of May. 

March the first day. Came here the Rt. Rev. John Tlmon, 
Bishop of Buffalo. 

April the tenth day, which was Thursday of the week fol- 
lowing Passion Sunday. William Quarter [first] Bishop of 
Chicago, died quite suddenly. He had completed just four 
years and one month in the work of the episcopate. 

April the twenty-third day — Easter Sunday— early in the 
morning died the Rt. Rev. John Stephen Badin,*** third Bishop 
of Vincennes, after a short illness. He lived only six months 
after being made Bishop. 

May the seventh day. The Rt. Rev. Celestine Guy De La 
Hailandiere went from here to New York, whence he sails 
for Europe. He resignefd the See of Vincennes, where he was 
Bishop for several years.*" He is a very good man, exem- 
plary in his humility. He gave up the government of his dio- 
cese because he was worn out "" with its labor. He remained 
with me here nearly four weeks. 

»i» First priest ordained in the United Sutes— May 25, 1793; was 
consecrated at Vincennes, Oct. 24, 1847. 

»i*He was consecrated in Paris, Aug. 18, 1839; resigned in 1847. 

fii^ Pertaesus, 
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About the end of the month of April came here Alexander 
Smith, Bishop of Para, and Coadjutor of the Vicar Apostolic 
of Glasgow. His purpose is to collect means to support his 
[the Scotch] missions. After four weeks* stay here, he went 
away, May twenty-third, having collected two thousand dollars. 

About the beginning of the month of July my brother came 
here in order to see through the press a new publication on 
Anglican Orders. This was finished toward the close of the 
month of August. He was preparing to return [to St. Louis]. 

August the twenty-fourth day. The Rev. James O'Con- 
nor '^^ brought here the Pallium.*" This I conferred on him 
[my 'brother, Peter Richard] in accordance with the solemn 
rite, in St. Jdin's church, September third. 

About the end of the month of August came here, as a guest, 
a man of noble qualities, M. Amadaeus Martin De Schroeter. 

September the third day, at night, my brother set out on his 
journey [westward]. 

September the tenth day. I assisted at the consecration of 
Martin J. Spalding*" [to be Coadjutor of Louisville]. The 
consecrating prelate was the Bishop of Louisville [Flaget], in 
his own cathedral church. The other assistant consecrator 
was [Bishop] Richard Pius Miles of Nashville. My brother 
preached on this occasion. The Bishop of Louisville, Benedict 
Joseph Flaget, has now almost completed his eighty-fifth year : 
and has labored thirty-eight years in the episcopate. He is a 
saintly man. 

On the way [westward] I went to see the church which 
Richard Whelan, the Bishop of Richmond, is building in the 

«i«The second bishop of Omaha, 1885 to 1890; but consecrated 
Bishop, titular, of Dabona, and Vicar-Apostolic, Aug, 20, 1876. 

*'7 St. Louis was raised to the rank of a metropolitan Sec July ao. 
1847. 
*»• Titular Bishop of Lengone. 
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city of Wheeling. This Bishop is a man strong in the Faith, 
in zeal for religion and a blameless life. His guidance, pru- 
dent and energetic, is building up this church [in Wheeling]. 

On my way, returning from Louisville, I went to see the 
Hospital which the good Bishop John Timon has opened in 
the town of Buffalo, under the care of the Sisters of Charity. 

[September?] the seventeenth day. I preached in St. Pat- 
rick's church, in the city of Rochester. The rector is the Rev. 
Bernard O'Reilly,* who was to leave the next day to take up 
the duties of Vicar General [in Buffalo]. 

[September?] the nineteenth day. I returned home. 

October the twenty-second day. I confirmed forty-three in 
the church of St. John the Baptist, in the town of Trenton. 

November the twelfth day. I confirmed fifty-seven in St. 
Patrick's church, in the town of Pottsville. 

November the nineteenth day. I confirmed twenty-seven in 
the church of St. Mary*" of the Assumption, in a town 
called Pleasant Mills, in Atlantic County, New Jersey. Twenty 
received Holy Communion. Under the zealous care of the 
Rev. Edmund Q. S. Waldron, the life of religion is vigorous 
in this congregation: but the people live scattered here and 
there, far from the church. 

* Second Bishop of Hartford — iQso to 1856. Was lost at sea, in the 
" Pacific ", which went down in January or February, i9sS. 

»>• Sec entry of Aug. 15, 1830. 
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May the twenty-fourth day. The Sisters of the Good Shep- 
herd took charge of a house, which was designed to be a Home 
for Widows, under the invocation of St. Ann.**® Here [in 
St. Ann's] I celebrated Mass on the twenty-sixth [day of 
May], which was the Vigil of Pentecost. 

SEVENTEENTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1849 

June the second day. I started on the way; and the next 
day, which was the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, I con- 
firmed "*^ in St. Mary's church in the town of Lan- 
caster. The Rev. E. Q.S. Waldron preached in the evening. 

June the fifth day. I confirmed *** in St. Peter's 

church in Columbia. 

June the sixth day. I confirmed — in St. Patrick's 

church, York. I preached here in the evening, and again the 
fcJlowing evening. 

June the seventh day. I confirmed in St. John's 

church, near Shrewsbury. 

June the eighth day. I confirmed in the church of 

the Most Pure Heart of Mary, in a place called Paradise. 

June the ninth day. I confirmed six in the chapel of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus in McSherrystown. The school 

^^^ E>escribcd, in Catholic Directories of the early fifties, at ** Second 
street below Christian". 

521 Space not filled in. 

*^2 Space — left unfilled, and in the following dates down to th« 
twenty-eighth of June, excepting June 9th. 
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has been opened here again under the direction of the Sister- 
hood of the Ladies of the Sacred Heart.'** 

June the tenth day, I confirmed in the church of the 

Sacred Heart near Conewago Creek. 

June the eleventh day. I confirmed in the church of 

St Aloysius, Littlestown. 

June the twelfth day. I confirmed in the church of 

St. Francis Xavier, Gettysburg. 

June the thirteenth. I confirmed in the church of 

St. Ignatius, called the " Mountain church *\ 

June the fourteenth day. I confirmed in Christ's 

church, in Chambersburg. The Rev. Michael M. Wirzfeld has 
recently taken charge of this church, and the spiritual life of 
the congregation is vigorous. 

June the seventeenth day. I confirmed in the church 

of St. Ferdinand, in Path Valley. The Rev. Martin Kelly, 
lately here from Ireland, is the first to have pastoral charge in 
this Valley. It was attended formerly by the priest living in 
Chamber^bui^g, who used to visit the faithful here once each 
month, or even less frequently. 

June the nineteenth day. I confirmed in St. Pat- 
rick's church in the town of Carlisle. 

June the twentieth day. I confirmefd in St. Patrick's 

church, in Harrisburg. 

June the twenty-second day. I confirmed in the 

church of All Saints, in Lewistown. 

June the twenty-fourth day. I confirmed in the 

church of St. John the Evangelist, in Bellefonte. 

June the twenty-sixth day. I confirmed in the church 

of the Immaculate Conception, in Nippenose Valley. 

»>> See May 8th, 1S42, and Sept. 23d, 1830. 
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June the twenty-eighth day. I confirmed nine in the diurch 
of St. Joseph, Milton. 

June the twenty-ninth day. I confirmed twenty-nine in the 
church of St. JosefA, Danville. 

July the first day. I confirmed in the church of 

SS. Peter and Paul, Towanda. The Rev. Basil Shorb has the 
care of this congregation now. He has been living here for 
some months, the first [priest] to fix his residence here, as 
rector in charge."** 

July the second day, while making our way toward St. 
Basil's church, in Cherry Township, Sullivan County, the axle 
of the carriage was broken. A man named Byrne, a Catholic, 
brought us nine miles in a heavy wagon.*** Then a non- 
Catholic named Seth Payne, whose home is in the town of 
Troy [Bradford County], himself an Episcopalian, invited me 
to ride with him in his own carriage. With great considera- 
tion and kindness he brought me a distance of eleven miles."* 

July the fourth day. I confirmed in St. Patridc's 

church in Albany Township. Here lives Mr. Edward McGov- 
em,'*^ a man to be esteemed for his strong faith and gener- 
osity toward the church. 

^^* Since 1836 Towanda and Dushore, then known as Loyalsodc or 
Cherry Township, were attended occasionally by Henry Fitzsimons, 
first, then by John Vincent O'Reilly from Susquehanna County. The 
Franciscans from Alleghany, N. Y., had charge in the later fifties: 
according to Neumann's Diary MS., 1859. 

«2» Plaustro suo nos vexit. 

"2« This completes the jaunt in a lumber cart and a carriage. To- 
wanda is twenty miles north of Dushore. 

527 This church was built on the McGovcrn homestead not far from 
Overton, Bradford County. Here lived the father, brother and sister 
of the second Bishop of Harrisburg, Thomas McGovcm, when Over- 
ton was a mission attended from St. Basil's, Dushore. The translator 
remembers the McGoverns' coming to St. Basil's for Mass. This was 
during the eighties of the last century. 
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July the eighth day. I confirmed in the church of 

St. Francis, Friendsville [Susquehanna Co.]. 

July the ninth day. I confirmed in the church of 

St. Augustine, near Silver Lake. The same day I visited the 
family of that good and esteemed man Edward White, who 
lives in Binghamton ; "*• and the next day I celebrated Mass 
at five o'clock in the morning, in the church, which has been 
erected here [in Binghamton] some years now, due to good 
endeavors of him [Mr. White]. After Mass I set out by rail- 
way, a distance of about ninety miles, to Narrowsburg, then 
took the stage to the town of Honesdale, where I gave Confir- 
mation to **• the following day. 

July the twelfth day. I confirmed in the church of 

St. Juliana, in a place callefd Beech Wood.*'® 

July the fourteenth day. I confirmed one hundred and 
twenty in the church of St. Rose of Lima, in the town of 
Carbondale. 

July the fifteenth day. I confirmed in the church of 

St. Bonaventure in the town of Harrison. This town has 
grown up within a very few years, on the occasion of the 
opening of mines and iron works here. 

July the sixteenth day. I confirmed in the chapel of 

St. Nicholas in the town of Wilkesbarre, and in the evening I 
preached in the Courthouse on the subject: — The Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

July the eighteenth day. I confirmefd in St. Mary's 

church, near Beaver Meadow. The Rev. Mr. Hugh Mc- 

»»» See above, entry of October 20th, 1839. 

»»• Space left for number not filled in, as also in the entries which 
follow, down to July 21. 

»«• Apparently this is the same as Mount Pleasant, Wayne Co,, which 
was attended from Honesdale. The title of the church is ^e same. 
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Mahon is living here for some months now. He has the pas- 
toral charge. 

July the nineteenth day. I confirmed in St. Patrick's 

church, in the town of Nesquehoning. The Rev. Hugh Mc- 
Mahon formerly chose this place as his residence. 

July the twentieth day. I confirmed in St. Joseph's 

church, in a town called Summit Hill. 

July the twenty-first day. I confirmed in the church 

of St. Jerome, in the town of Tamaqua. 

July the twenty-second day. I confirmed one hundred and 
sixty in the church of St. Stephen, in the town of Port Carbon. 
The Rev. Daniel Magorien has the care of this congregation, 
the first to be stationed here as resident pastor. The same day 
I confirmed fifty-six in the church of St. John of the German 
congregation, in the town of Pottsville, at three o'clock P. M. ; 
and seventy-three in St. Patrick's church at four o'clock. I 
went also to visit the house of the Sisters of St. Joseph, who 
are now almost a year"** living in this town [Pottsville]. 
The next day I returned to the city. 

July the twenty-ninth day. I confirmed twenty-two in the 
church of St. Peter, Elizabethtown. 

August the fifth day. I confirmed forty in St. Mary's 
church, Lebanon. 

August the twelfth day. I confirmed seventy-six in the 
church of St. Peter, Reading. 

*•* The Pottsville convent of the Sisters of St. Joseph was opened 
Aug. 28. 1848. The statement in Mahony's Churches of Philadelphia, 
p. 192, that "the Sisters of St Joseph took charge of St Patrick's 
Parochial School, Pottsville, in 1845", is evidently an error. In a 
letter of Mother Mary James of Mt. St Joseph's, Chestnut Hill, to the 
translator, the date of the Sisters of St. Joseph's first coming into the 
diocese is given May 6th, 1847. 
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August the thirteenth day. I confirmed thirteen in the 
church of St. Henry, Massillum. 

August the fifteenth day. I confirmed sixty in the church 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament, in a place formerly called 
Goshenhoppen, which is now described as in Washington 
Township/'* 

August the twenty-sixth day. I confirmed twenty in the 
church of St. Paul, Burlington [New Jersey]. 

October the seventh day. I confirmed seventy-one in St. 
Peter's church, WilmingtCMi [Delaware]. 

October the eighteenth. This day the illustrious M. Ama- 
daeus Martin De Schroeter left here for Europe. 

November the twentieth day— came here Theobald Mathew, 
Commissary [for Ireland?] of the Capuchins, who has won 
great fame since the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
when he began his work against the vice of drunkenness. Men 
in great numbers have been moved [by force of his eloquence 
and character] to take the pledge of total abstinence from 
all inebriating drink. In fact it is recorded that 5t773»504 have 
actually taken this pledge. He remained with me almost two 
weeks, honored by crowded assemblages of the people, and by 
the presence of men of the highest standing in the city. Three 
thousand, at least, took this pledge during the time of his stay 
here. Very many people brought to him their sick, the Wind 
and otherwise afflicted. He prayed to God and blessed them ; 
but I do not know whether any wonderful cures were wrought. 
Non-Catholics and people •** of every class came with great 
eagerness to visit him. 

December the eleventh day he [Father Mathew] went to 
Baltimore. 

B*2 Later, and to the present time. Bally, in memory of Father Au- 
gustine Bally, S.J. 

»««Civesque omnes. 
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December the sixteenth day. I visited the church of St. 
Joseph near Brandywine Creek, and there ccHifirmed forty-four 
persons. [Father] John Walsh has charge of this church; 
and recently he has enlai^ged the building, so as to accommo- 
date the growing congregation. 
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February the eleventh day. Departed this life Benedict 
Joseph Flaget, Bishop of Louisville, formerly Bardstown, a 
man to be esteemed for the practice of every virtue. 

During the month of April came here from France three 
Sisters, who joined the three already here in charge of the 
Widow's Home [St. Ann's). The same month a house"' 
was acquired, in which they [the Sisters of the Good Shep- 
herd] are to carry on the work of their institute: — the re- 
claiming of unfortunate, errant women. The twenty-fourth 
day of the same month a house was bought for the use of the 
Sisters of the Visitation.'" 

1850, from the twenty-second day of April to the twenty- 
seventh. The diocesan clergy made a spiritual retreat, directed 
by the Rev. Father John McElroy, S.J. Forty-five priests 
made this retreat. 

John Possidius O'Dwyer, Commissary General of the Augus- 
tinian Hermits [in the United States], a man to be esteemed 
for his correct life, his gifts of mind and other good qualities, 
suddenly, without any apparent cause, lost the use of his 
reason — ^became insane. His name had been recommended as 
a candidate for the See of Savannah [Georgia] ; but after a 
few weeks he died in a hospital in Baltimore. 

•*' Noted in The Catholic Dihectobies of the early RfticB at 
" Sdiuylkil From street, between George and Walnut ". 

'"Catholic Directory of 1849 describes Visitation Convent at south- 
west corner of Eleventh and Spruce streets. Later Directories place 
both convent and school at the southwest corner of Broad and Poplar 
Streets. 1852 is the last notice of this Philadelphia branch of the Visi- 
on founded from Georgetown, incorporated in March. 1850, and 
comprising 3 community of "nineteen Sisters, thirteen of whom are 

ofessed". See Directory of 1852, p. 83. 
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May the third day there was a meeting of ladies •'• in my 
house, to provide aid for the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, 
in their recent venture of the purchase of a house to be a 
refuge for penitents [unfortunate women]. 

SIGHTBBNTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 1850 

May the fourth day. I went to 'Lancaster, where I con- 
firmed forty persons in St. Mary's church cmi the day follow- 
ing, which was Sunday. 

May the seventh day. I confirmed two in St. Mary's church 
in Shippensburg.*^*^ The congregation is small; and a priest 
seldom visits it. 

May the eighth day. I confirmed twenty-four in Christ's 
church, in Chambersburg. The pastor here, Rev. Michael M. 
A. Werzfeld, is a good, zealous priest. 

On the feast of the Ascension, May the ninth day. I con- 
firmed twenty-two in a private house in Waynesburg. I also 
laid the corner-stone of a new church, to be dedicated to God 
in honor of St. Andrew the Apostle. For five years now 
there has been no church here, the old building'"* having gone 
to ruin. The Methodists [of the town] offered us the use of 
their church, and, on account of the inclemency of the weather. 
I preached there. In the evening I went to Emmitsburg, 
together with the Rev. Mr. J. B. Byrne; and, as the Arch- 
bishop [of Baltimore, Eccleston] ^^^ was staying at the College 

8 3«Coetus matronarum penes me. 

5'^ See blessing of this church by J. A. Miller— entry of July ad, 
1841. Apparently a town described in Gordon's Gaseteer as " situated 
eleven miles northeast of Chambersburg, in Cumberland County". There 
is a Shippensville in Venango County (later Clarion County, 1856), 
marked in old charts. See under entry of June 3d, 1834, 

*" Aedibus veteribus dirutis. 

»»• Eccleston died less than a year after this — April 22, 1851 ; and 
Ken rick was his successor. 
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at the time, we had an opportunity to ccmfer on affairs. The 
next day I went to York. The Rev. Thomas McCaffrey came 
with me. I preached in the evening [in York] on the Apos- 
tolic office and ministry. 

May the eleventh day. I ccMifirmed twenty in St. Patrick's 
church [York?]. 

May the twelfth day. I confirmed twenty-four in the church 
of St. Peter, Columbia. This church is to be enlarged. At 
three o'clock in the afternoon I laid the corner-stone of St. 
Joseph's, a church for tihe use of the Germans in Lancaster. 
The next day I returned to the city. 

Four of the trustees of Holy Trinity, the church of the Ger- 
mans, were asking for an amendment of their charter. I 
therefore, in order to remove future occasions for trouble, ad- 
vised them to do away with the annual election, and, instead, 
leave the appointing of the trustees to the Bishop. Some were 
opposed to this, and made disturbance. Much was said and 
done that is quite subversive of ecclesiastical authority. I, 
therefore, determined to punish the leading trouble-makers by 
cutting them off from communion with the Church ; and I im- 
posed a censure even more severe on those among them who 
had entered into a conspiracy to uphold their [imagined] rights. 
The State Legislature**® refused to accept their amended 
charter. The church remained under interdict for several 
months. The trustees, newly chosen, found an occasion in this 
[interdict] to refuse to pay the stipend for the priest's support, 
and they threatened to put him out of the house. By reason 
of this [menace to the priest] I, on the twenty-third day of 
June, declared the trustees to be excommunicated. Moreover, 
I determined that, if they dared to put the priest out of the 
house, the cemeteries would be closed to the Germans of this 
congregation. They did not presume to carry their measures 
farther. 

•*• Coetus dvilis. 
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1850 — September the eighth day. I confirmed forty-six in 
the church of St. Bernard, Easton. The pastor, Thomas Rcar- 
don, is esteemed here for piety and prudence. The Vicar Gen- 
eral, Francis X. Gartland, sang the Mass. Louis Coudenhove, 
C.R.,"*^ preached in German, after Vespers. 

September the ninth day. I confirmed twenty-three in the 
church of St. John the Baptist, in Haycock, Bucks County. 
F. X. George, a newly ordained priest, was put in charge of 
this church two weeks ago. 

October the fifteenth. Edward Barron, Bishc^ of Eucarpia, 
left here for the South.*** He had been my guest for four 
months. 

October the twentieth day. I visited the church of St. John 
the Baptist in the town of Lambcrtville [New Jersey], where 
a great number of the faithful is gathered just now, the occa- 
sion being the building of a railway to Trenton from this 
place*** [LanTbertville]. I confirmed thirty-five persons here. 
The congregation is visited once each month by John Mackin. 
the priest residing at Trenton. 

November the tenth day. The Archbishop of Baltimore 
[Eccleston] consecrated Francis Xavier Gartland Bishop of 
Savannah in the church of St. John, Evangelist [this city]. I 
assisted in the ceremony of consecration together with the 
Bishop of Pittsburg [O'Connor]. 

November the twenty-second day — an agreement was made, 
with my consent, between the Tnistees of the church of the 
Most Holy Trinity and the Fathers of the Society of Jesus, the 
congregation also assenting to this pact, by which the admin- 
istration of this church, with all the rights of the trustees. 

**^ Rcdcmptorist. 

**2 Bishop Barron died in Savannah, Sept. 12th, 1854. 

**' Occasione viae ferreae Trentonum co faciendae. 
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passed into the control of the Jesuits. The whole affair was 
carried into effect without note of unpleasantness. But very 
soon the old sores were Ueeding again."** 

December the twenty-fifth day — came here the Archbishop 
of Cincinnati"** [Purcell], intending to leave, after a few 
days, for Europe. 

»** Brcvi recuduenint vulnera. 

*^B Cincinnati was raised to the rank of an Archiepiscopal See, July 
19. 1850. 
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January the thirteenth day. Orestes A. Brownson, who is 
a convert, and came into the Church from Unitarianism six 
years ago, came here from Boston. He gave four Lectures 
on the work of the Catholic Church in civilizing nations. He 
left here on the twentieth day of this month. 

April the eighteenth day. I went to Georgetown to visit the 
Archbishop, Samuel Eccleston, in his last illness. He died on 
the twenty-second day of April, fifty years of age. He was 
consecrated the fourteenth day of September, 1834. He had 
been converted to the Faith when only a youth, I celebrated 
the solemn [Pontifical] Mass at his funeral in Baltimore, 
April the twenty-sixth day. 

June the eighteenth day— came here the Bishop of Toronto 
in Canada — Armandus Francis Mary de Charbonnel. He or- 
dained five '*• of our Seminary students to the priesthood, at 
my request, on the following day, the feast of Corpus Christi. 
The pontifical Mass [for the ordination] was celebrated in St. 
John's church. 

June the twentieth day he [the same Bishop] confirmed two 
women, known as " penitents " in the house of the Sisters of 
the Good Shepherd. He then received them [the same two] 
among the S or ores Poenitentes. 

June the twenty-sixth day. I went to New York to visit the 
Archbishop [Hughes], who had come home from Europe four 
days before. The next day I returned home. 

July the seventh day. I set out on the way to visit William 

^^* The five ordained were : Matthew McGranc, John CShaughncssy, 
John Hennegan, John F. Prendergast, William McLaughlin. 
264 
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Walsh, the Bishop of Halifax. I remained with him five days ; 
then, on my way home, I reached St, John's, a city in the 
province of New Brunswick, on the fifteenth day of July. 
Here I had to wait four days for a ship to take me to 
Portland, in the state of Maine, William Dollard, the Bishop 
of Fredrickton, who governs [the Church in] this province 
[New Brunswick], received me with kindness. He is a man 
sixty-two years old, of very correct life, and is much esteemed 
for his straightforward sincerity and his zeal for the spiritual 
welfare of the Church. This esteemed Bish(^ died this same 
year, about the end of August. 

July the twenty-fourth day I reached home. 

NINETEENTH EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 2851 

I began the visitation of the diocese on the ninth day of 
August at Lancaster. [Then successively] at York, in a place 
called Paradise Township, and in the chapel "*^ of the Sacred 
Heart, McSherrystown. 

August the fifteenth day, 1851. I consecrated *** solemnly 
the church of the Most Sacred Heart, near Conewago Creek. 
This church was built sixty-four years ago under the care of 
the Rev. Father [James] Pellintz."** Lately it has been en- 
larged and decorated, so that it may be considered as a new 
church. One hundred and seventy were confirmed in this 
church on the seventeenth day of August, which was Sunday. 

B«7 Evidently this chapel is in the Academy of the Ladies of the 
Sacred Heart. 

•^•John T. Reily, in The Conewago Collection, 1886, p. 55, says: 
" The erection of the churdi of the Sacred Heart was begun some time 
in 1786 and completed in 1787. It stands to-day as solid and substan- 
tial as ever. We have no record of its dedication and consecration.^ 
But see the same Collection, p. 73. 

»*• Usually spelled Pellente. 
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August the eighteenth day. I gave Confirmation in the 
church of St. Francis Xavier in the town of Gettysburg. 

August the twentieth day. I confirmed in Christ's church, 
Chambersburg. 

August the twenty-second day — ^in the church of St. Patrick, 
Carlisle. 

August the twenty-third day — in the church of St. Patrick, 
Harrisburg. 

August. the twenty-fifth day — ^in the church of All Saints, 
Lewistown. 

August the twenty-seventh day — ^in the church of St. John 
the Evangelist, in Bellefonte. 

August the thirtieth — ^in the church of St. Mary Immaculate, 
near Callumsville.*"^ 

September the second day — in the church of St. Mary in 
Cascade Township, 'Lycoming [County] . 

September the fourth day — in the town of Blossburg,*** 
where a lady of culture and piety named Lohse received me. 

September the seventh day — in the church of SS. Peter and 
Paul, Towanda. 

September the ninth day — in the church of St. Basil, near 
Dushore, SulHvan County. 

September the eleventh day — in the church of St. Joseph, 
Danville. 

September the fourteenth day — in the church of St. Pat- 
rick. Pottsville; and in the church of St. John the same day 
[German church, also in Pottsville], 

•*® G)numsville. L)rcoming County. 
•*i In Tioga County. 
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The next day I returned to the city. My companion on the 
journey "*^ was the Rev. Father Joseph Polk, S.J. 

October the ninth day, having received the Papal Bulls, by 
which I was raised to the Metropolitan See of Baltimore, I 
left [Philadelphia] after nightfall, by stage, accompanied by 
the Rev. Edmund Q. S. Waldron, and arrived in Baltimore 
early in the morning [of the tenth]. I was received kindly 
by the clergy and the people. 

November the sixteenth day. I received the Pallium at the 
hands of the Bishop of Buffalo. The preacher on this occa- 
sion was Edward J. Sourin, Administrator [of the diocese] of 
Philadelphia. The Pallium was brought from Rome by a de- 
vout Lady named Hun.t, whose home is in the city of St. Louis. 

November the thirtieth day. I confirmed fifty-six in the 
church of SS. Peter and Paul in the town of Cumberland. 
This church is in charge of the Fathers [of the Congregation] 
of the Most Holy Redeemer. Three of the Fathers are living 
here with nine students in theology. 

The same day. I confirmed nineteen in the church of St. 
Patrick, which is in charge of the [Rev. L.] Obermeyer, and 
assistant Father Byrne. The Rector [Obermeyer] has done 
excellent work in the erection of this large church, finished 
with a costly and beautiful altar and railing. He has erected 
also a building for the use of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools. 

1852 — March the ninth day— came Sebastian Buscioni, Re- 
turning from Granada [now the Republic of Columbia, South 
America] , where he had been in charge of affairs in the name 
of the Holy See. 

^*' Apparently referring to the entire Visitation. 
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, Sister Mary Francis Xavier, note on Susquehanna County 

and Edward White loi 

Cadwallader, Geo., in command at St. Philip's July 6, 1844 226 

269 
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Canal routes — 

Blairsville to Frccport 165-166 

Duncan's Island to Lewistown 161 

Frccport to Pittsburg 182 

Lewistown to Huntingdon 165 

Johnstown to Blairsville 165 

Milton to Northumberland 165 

Northumberland to Milton 153 

Pittsburg to Frccport 

Cassidy, Patrick built old church at Newry 41 

Cathedral — 

Purpose to make St. John's, Philadelphia, new cathedral 50-114 

Purpose to make St. Paul's in Pittsburg cathedral of new See 114 

St. Mary's still regarded as cathedral in 1835 114 

St. Mary's new clergy residence acquired by trustees in 1837 136 

New property acquired " near the Seminary " 238 

New cathedral corner stone laid, Sept. 6, 1846 240 

Catholics, small number of — 

Delaware 126 

New Jersey 30-31 

The Counties of the Northwest 149 

Bellefonte 152 

Berwick 194 

Danville 194 

Franklin 181 

HoUidaysburg 56 

Jersey Shore 99 

Lewistown and in Mifflin Co 153-234 

Meadville 96 

Mercer X19-120-145 

New Castle, Del 126 

New Milford 196 

Northumberland 73 

Philipsburg 99 

Selinsgrove 73 

Somerset •• 140 

Uniontown x 12 

Warren 180 

Washington 118 

Waynesburg, Mifflin Co 42 

West Alexandria 140 

Williamsport in Washington Co 140 
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Cholera, Epidemic of, in Philadelphia, 1832 76-77 

Church sold by " SherifFs writ " in Johnstown 164 

Church non-Catholic, preached in — 

HoUidaysburg, in Presbyterian church 192 

Philipsburg 98 

Jefferson, in Presbyterian church 192 

Girard, in a building formerly of Masons, now used by 

Methodists 147 

Washington, in Lutheran church 140-190 

Washington ( ?), in Methodist church 141 

Waynesburg, Franklin Co., Methodist church 260 

Citizen of U. S., June 29, 1831 52 

Clare, St., Sisters of — see Sisterhoods, list below. 

Cold, frosts and snow in May at Buffalo Creek, 1834 92 

Collins, Sara gives land for church and cemetery at Butler 61 

Commiskey, Eugene 65 

Conference of clergy, first in Pittsburg 21 1 

Consecration of Bishops — 

Brady, John at Rome 232 

Chanche, John Joseph of Natchez 199 

Gartland, Francis X. of Savannah 262 

Hughes, John, Coad. of New York 156 

Kenrick, Peter Richard, Coad. of St. Louis 201 

Lef^vre, Peter Paul, Admin, of Detroit 201 

Spalding, Martin J., Coad. of Louisville 250 

Timon, John, of Buffalo 248 

Whelan, Richard, of Richmond 199 

Consecration of Churches — 

St. Joseph's, Philadelphia 73 

Sacred Heart, Conewago 265 

Converts to the Faith — 

Thirty-seven at St. Mary's 43 

Eleven at " The Mountain church " 35 

Eight at " The Mountain church " 170 

Five at Jefferson 192 

Fifteen at Lancaster . . .- 43 

Many at Waynesburg, converts of Father Gallagher 191 

One from Judaism, at Elizabethtown, June 2, 1837 137 

Clarke, Francis, a physician at Carbondale 245-246 

Fetterman, Wilfrid, at Pittsburg 90 

Horner, Dr. Wm. E., at Philadelphia 203 

Hunnel or Hurnel at Jefferson 192 
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Lewis, James, at Mount Pleasant 246 

Moore and Lazur named at Wheeling 241 

Moore, Frances Anastatia, at Pittsburg 40 

Willcox, Mary Brackett, at Ivy Mills 204 

" Cornplanter '\ Seneca Chief, John O'Bail — note 149 

Court House, preached in — 

Beaver 1 19 

Brookville 123-215 

Butler 1 19-212 

Clarion 215 

Ebensburg 1 164-192 

Erie 95-121-148-179-213 

Franklin 181-190 

Uniontown 112 

Warren 149-180 

Washington 169 

Waynesburg 169 

Wilkesbarre 255 

Court House — Sheriff finds way to refuse use of, at Mercer .... 120 

Diocese, boundaries fixed — note 31 

division of, proposed 113 

extent of Philadelphia 1 14 

Durney, John, Mass in home of, at Montgomery ville 197 

Erhart, Wolfang, Mass in home of, Erie 95 

Erie, no church there, no priest , 95-148 

Evans, Mr., gives land at Butler 93 

Families, number of Catholics given — 

Blairsville and St. Vincent's, with other interesting statistics 165 

Carbondale 197 

Cherry Township, Loyalsock, now Dushore 160-195 

Doe Run in 1847 248 

French Colony in Clearfield Co 98-216 

French Colony out from Meadville 96 

Friendsvillc and Silver Lake I59 

Harman's Bottom 209 

Mount Pleasant i97 

Nippenose Valley 2x6-243 

Path Valley 209 

Pine Creek 211 

Shade Valley 209 

Wolley's Settlement 123 

Financial report of Father Stillinger at Youngstown 210 
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PAGE 

Foundation for support of School at McSherrystown 34 

Foundation — See land for support of religion. 

Frcnayc, M. A 147- 162- 189-232-238 

Fund for support of a priest at West Chester 53 

Gallitzin, Demetrius Augustine, prince priest, account of his life 163 

, Madam, of the Sisterhood of the Sacred Heart — note . . . 204 

Germans at Erie, many, devout, but erratic 179-180 

Gillespie, Family at Brownsville — note 60-84 

Girard, Stephen, death and funeral of, at Holy Trinity, Dec. 30, 

1831 66 

Governor Wolf present at sermon in St. Patrick's, Harrisburg, 

Feb. 19, 1832 67 

Griffin, Gerald, brother of Mrs. Edward White — note loi 

Guth, a Lutheran lady — Mass, Confirmation and Communion 

in her home, Washington 1 17-1 18 

Greenwold — a devout old man in Venango Co 150 

Hemphill, James, not a Catholic, gives ground for church at 

Beaver 143 

Heyden, Rev. Thomas, his parents at Bedford 107 

, named for See of Natchez 155 

Horner, William E., confirmed at St. John's 203 

, His printed works, standard on anatomy — note 203 

Hunter, Joseph, owner formerly of " Sportsman's Hall " 58 

Infants baptized — 

About thirty at Towanda 159 

Eighteen at Carbondale 100 

Seventeen at Cussewago Creek 94 

Three and ten at Meadville 96 

Eight at Bridgewater 119 

Many in McCloskey home, near Mercer 120 

Eight in home of James Magee, near Centreville 121 

Ten in home of John Jennings, Mercer 145 

Five in home of Schoenmacher, Greenville 213 

Jubilee exercises in Philadelphia churches, 1830 43-44 

Jubilee exercises in Philadelphia churches, 1842 205 

Kearn Fund for silpport of religion at West Chester 53 

Keating, John — note 5^-1^ 

, Jerome 47-52 

Keffer, Christian and his four children confirmed in their home 

at Uniontown 112 

Ketzinger Family at Port Elizabeth, N. J 31 

Ladies of the Sacred Heart — See Sisterhoods, list below. 
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Land for support of religion — 

Cameron's Bottom 40-80 

Coffee Run, Del 52 

Elkland Township 160 

Grampion Hills 79 

Harman's Bottom 33-139 

Hart's Sleeping Place 79 

Milton 73-153 

O'Neiirs Victory ) ^^ cft^c^wo.. 

Sportsman's Hall ) 57-58-59-109 

Lefevre, Mrs., walks from Dushore to Pottsville — note 160 

Laurel Hill, school started here by Father Keilly 104 

Library at St. Augustine's burned during the riots 222 

Log church at — 

Cussewago Creek 94. 

Grampion Hill, Clearfield Co 98 

in Pinegrove Township, seven miles from Shippensville ... 134 

Mary, St., church of, in Philadelphia, design to give to the 
charge of Jesuits 114 

Mass celebrated in St. Francis Xavier's, the only place in the 
city and county of Philadelphia, May 12, 1844 after the burn- 
ing of St. Michael's and St. Augustine's 223 

Mass celebrated in private homes — 

Archbold, Joseph, nine miles from Warren 149-181 

Boyle, John, New Milford 196 

Byrne, Martin, twelve miles from Pittsburg xi8 

Byrne, Peter, New Milford 159 

Clancy, Jeremi, Franklin 190-214 

Deegan, Darby, Loyalsock [Dushore] 132 

Dougherty, Patrick, Brookville 215 

Durney, John, near Montgomeryville 197 

Egan Washington 183 

Eiserman, James, seven miles from Shippensville 97-122 

Erhart, Wolfgang, Erie 95 

Girard, Paul, in French colony out from Meadville 146 

Gorman, widow, Wilkesbarre 131 

Guth, a Lutheran lady, Washington 1 17-140-141 

Henry, John, Musk-Rat-Bottom 122-150 

Hunnel or Hurnel Jefferson 192 

Ihmsen, a lady, whose husband is not a Catholic, apparently 
at or near Washington 141 
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Ihmsen, the same, twenty miles from Washington 183 

Jennings, John, at Mercer apparently 145 

, on road between Mercer and Greenville 168 

Kavanaugh, Michael, Easton 86 

Keffer, Christian, Uniontown 112 

Magee, James, near Centreville 121 

, Francis, near Centreville 214 

; Maguire, Philip, near Harmonsville 120 

McAvoy, William, Mount Pleasant 103-129 

McCalley Williamsport, Wash. Co 116 

McCloskey four miles from Mercer 120 

McCullock Lawrenceburg 62 

McGarrel, Michael, near " Pitt Hole Creek " 122-150-214 

McGarrel, Hugo, twenty-one miles from Warren 181 

Moore, John, Farmington Twp., Venango Co. 123-150 

Moulson, M. in French colony, Clearfield Co 124 

Murphy, John C, Bridgewater 1 19 

Murray Mount Pleasant 103 

Murrins, John, Murrinsville 93-144 

Widow O'Connor, between Shade Valley and Bedford .... 209 

PfeflFer, or Peffer, James, near Elk Creek 147-167-180 

Roesch, Augustine, near Elk Creek 95-120 

Rusk Washington 191 

Schnell in French colony, Clearfield Co 151-152 

Schoenmacher Greenville 213 

Seipel, Solomon, near Red Bank 97 

Spring, James, near Milton 73 

Sweeney, George, near town of Indiana 80 

Tinney, Miles, Cussewago Creek 94 

Vonowski on the porch, Erie 148 

Warren , " New Jerusalem," near Erie 121 

White, Edward, Binghamton, N. Y. 129 

White, Mr., near Franklin 181 

Willcox, James, Ivy Township 204 

Wolley, Mary, Wolley's Settlement 122 

Apud Germanum, Waynesburg, Green Co 169 

McCloskey, John — probably future Cardinal — note 81 

McCredy, Bernard, gives ground for church in Norristown 127 

McDermott, Patrick, in Dcrry Township 57 

McGuire, Michael, gives ground for St. Michael's at Loretto . . 80 

McMullen, family at Sinking Valley 56 

McSherry, James, living at Littlestown 33-184 
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, Family — note 367 184 

Meadville, no place to celebrate Mass there, 1834 96 

" Meeting House," use of refused at Williamsport 116 

Missions attended from — 

Bellefonte ; 152 

Goshenhoppen 74 

Harrisburg, Elizabethtown and Carlisle 137 

Haycock 95 

Milton — note 154 

Missions of Father Cody and Father Michael Gallagher — 1837.. 145 

Missions of John Vincent O'Reilly — note 246 

** Montgomery Hibernia Greens/' a military company guarding 

St. Philip's, July 5, 1844 225 

" Native Americanist " troubles in Philadelphia — See Riots. 

New Jersey—" East " and " West Jersey "— note 31 

^,p , f > only Catholic families in Waynesburg, MifRin Co. 42 

O'Keefe, Rev. Joseph F., note on Mass in St. Francis Xavier's, 
May 12, 1844, after the burning 224 

O'Neill, Arthur, former owner of " O'Neill's Victory " 58 

Ordinations at — 

Conewago, Sept. 23-24-25, 1830 34-35 

Gettysburg, Oct. 2, 1831 64 

Gettysburg, Dec. 3, 1832 81 

Orphan Asylum at — 

Buffalo, N. Y. under care of Sisters of Charity 178 

Pittsburg, under care of Sisters of Charity 178 

Wilmington, Del., under care of Sisters of Charity 29-76 

Pallium conferred on P. R. Kenrick in St. John's 250 

conferred on Francis Patrick Kenrick in Baltimore by 
Bishop Timon of Buffalo, brought from Rome by a lady 
named Hunt, of St. Louis 267 

Parish limits at — 

Bedford and missions 55-56 

Newry and missions 55-5^ 

Parish limits in — 

Philadelphia— note 247 

Pittsburg 211 

Pennsylvania, " The Eastern and Western Districts " — note ... 113 

Philadelphia — 

Boundaries of Diocese — note 31 

Division of diocese proposed 113 
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PAGE 

Extent of diocese of 114 

Names presented to head the divided See of, in 1835 115 

Pittsburg— 

First clergy conference in, July 26, 1842 211 

Parish limits in 21 1 

Proposed new See of 113 

Purpose to make St. Paul's Cathedral of new See 114 

Question of a Bishop for. in 1837 141 

Names presented to head new See 141 

New Diocese of 141 

Pius VIII, memorial services for 46 

Poor Clares in Pittsburg — See Sisterhoods, list below. 

Record of Baptisms at Goshenhoppen referred 74 

Redemptorists in Pittsburg 176-192-211 

Retreat, spiritual, of clergy 70-205-247-259 

Riddlemoser foundation 38-80-139 

Riots and church burning in Philadelphia, May and July, 

1844 221 and fol. 

Rodrigue — Member of Philadelphia family in Cambria 

County — note 99 

Rose, Dr. R. H., in Susquehanna Co. — note 71-101 

Sartore, John Bapt., holds title to church property in Trenton, 

N.J 68 

Schaeffer, Ambrose, give land for church twelve miles from 

Pittsburg 118 

Schools — 

St. Joseph's under care of Sisters of Charity 52 

St. Mary's 45-82 

St. Michael's — note 221 

Harrisburg 42-43 

Laurel Hill 104 

McSherrystown 34-204-252-253 

Pottsville— note 186-256 

Susquehanna County, St. Joseph's College — note 235-236 

Susquehanna County, First school of the Sisters. Servants 

of the Immaculate Heart in the Diocese — note 236 

Wilmington, Del. School of Sisters of Charity 29-76-244 

Wilmingon, Del. St. Mary's College — note 244 

Sees recommended to be established by Fifth Council of 

Baltimore, 1843 219 

Seminary — 

first student, Patrick Bradley 76 
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PAGE 

Students transferred 156-173 

new property acquired 172 

plan to turn Browers' " foundation " to seminary use 210 

Rev. Edward Barron in charge 154 

First appeal for support of 171-172 

in charge of priests of the Congregation of the Mission . . . 200 
Sisters — See Sisterhoods, list below. Notes of information on 
Sisters of St. Joseph — 414-531 ; on Sisters, Servants of the 
Immaculate Heart — 489; on Ladies of the Sacred Heart — 49^; 
Sisters of the Visitation — 535; Sister of Charity of B.V.M. 
— 4S8; Sisters of Charity, Seton Community — 55. 

Sloan, Patrick owns church land at Oil Creek 121 

Spring, James, at Milton, leaves land for support of religion 73-153 

, Wife of James, her death and funeral at Milton noted 99-100 

Stage routes — 

Bellefonte to Jersey Shore 216 

Berwick to Loyalsock [Dushore] 195 

Brookville to Curwensville 151 

Brownsville to Hagerstown, Md 170 

Brownsville, or vicinity to Littlestown 184 

Canaan's Corners to Easton 197 

Carbondale to Montrose loi 

Chambersburg to Youngstown I75 

Easton to Clark's Corners 129 

Easton to Canaan's Corners 158 

Elmira, N. Y. to Williamsport I33 

Erie to Jamestown, N. Y 148 

Eric to Mcadville 95-145 

Erie to Mercer 168 

Gaysport to Ncwry 162 

Hagerstown, Md. to Chambersburg, Pa 170 

Jamestown, N. Y. to Warren, Pa 148 

Lewistown to New Berlin i53 

Mauch Chunk to Berwick, then to Tioga Point 195 

Meadville to Erie I79 

Mercer to Meadville i45 

Mount Pleasant to Binghamton, N. Y 129 

Philadelphia to Baltimore 267 

Philadelphia to Bucksville 242 

Philadelphia to Lancaster 105 

Pittsburg to West Alexandria 169 

Pottsville to Milton 131 
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PAGE 

Somerset to Williamsport, Wash. Co 139 

Steamboat — Pittsburg to Brownsville 64 

Philadelphia to Bristol 127 

Steam carriage from Bristol to Morrisville 127 

Synods, Diocesan — 

First, May 13-15, 1832 70 

Second 205 

Third 247 

Theology, Texts in Dogma and Moral — Copies sent to South 
America and to Rome — 1842 218 

Title to church property — 

Cameron's Bottom 80 

Carbondale 86-197 

CoflFee Run 52 

Doe Run 206 

Conewago 33-34 

Erie 179 

Friendsville 71 

Goshenhoppen 74 

Harman's Bottom 139 

Haycock 85 

Ivy Township 204 

Littlestown 208 

Loretto 80 

Milton 72 

Murrinsville 212 

Northumberland 73 

Oil Creek 121 

Pittsburg 63-89 

Pottsville 70-74-131 

Selinsgrove iz 

Silver Lake 72-102 

Trenton, N. J 68 

Total Abstinence — 

campaign in Philadelphia 191 

Pastoral Letter on — note 191 

Lecture at Brownsville 191 

Lecture in Presb3rterian church, in Hollidaysburg 192 

Lecture on Temperance in Courthouse in Brookville 215 

Lecture in Court House in Ebensburg 192 

Pledge 191 

One hundred and fifteen promise to abstain after sermon in 
Sugar Creek Twp 212 
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PAGE 

Society at Waynesburg 191 

in Carbondale 197 

Father Mathew in Philadelphia, 1849 257 

Trustees at — 

St. Mary's .. 44-45''46-47-48-49-5o-5i-53'-54-^5-^i04-io5-i35-i36 

Chambersburg 175 

Harman's Bottom 139 

Holy Trinity 261-262-263 

Pittsburg 64-89-90-169-177 

the future St. Vincent's, Westmoreland Co 5S-59-109 

Turnpike, " Berwick " — from Berwick to Tioga Point 132 

Bedford to Wheeling, W. Va 139 

Vonowski Mass on porch in Erie — ^July 29-30-31, 1837 148 

Wainwright, Arthur, promoter, probably editor of Catholic 

Laity's Directory, 1833 — note 100 

Walk of 15 miles to Somerset 139 

7 miles through the woods near Shippensville 97 

Ward, old man, in Erie county, pathetic notice of 148 

West African Mission at Cape Palmas 202 

White, Edward at Derwent Lake 70 

, Edward at Binghamton 129- 159- 195-255 

, Edward, note on family of loi 

Willcox, James in Ivy Township 204-223 

, Mary Brackett, convert — note 204 

, " Foundation " at Cameron's Bottom 80 

Wollcy's [settlement?]; nearly 30 Catholic families living here 123 
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Ahern, Jeremiah 243 

Auriac, Victor 189 

Badin, Stephen Theodore 116 

, His death 249 

Balfe, Joseph 157 

Balli [Bally?], Augustine, S.J 171-217-240 

Baluffi Ap. Delegate to Colombia, S. A 218 

Barbelin, Felix, S.J 156- 173-174- 199-2 14 

Barron, Edward 154-157-162-165-166-172-174-176-178- 

1 79- 1 86- 1 9 1 -20 1 -202-205-233 -262 

, In charge of Seminary I54 

, Made V. G. and Rector of St. Mary's I55 

Barth, Louis Adolphus de, S.J 65 
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PAGE 

Bayer, Benedict, O.S.B 138-141-143-144-145-151 

Belleis, Nicholas, O.S.B 168 

Bcrti, James Alderano 215 

Beschter, William, S.J 34-69-88 

Blanc, Antony 220 

Borgess, Otho 137-151-152-170 

Borgna, Philip 137-185 

Braak, John Cornelius Van der 46-63-70 

Bradley, James 34-35-61-63-79-92-107-152-161-162 

Brady, [John], first Bishop of Perth, Australia 232 

Browers, Theodore, O.S.F 39-S7-58-109 

Brute, Simon 35-127-185 

Burke, Thomas, C. M 200 

Butler, Thomas R. 34-35-64 

Byrne, J. B 260-267 

Cantwell, Nicholas 217-226 

Carrell, George A 29-48-69-76-1 10 

Carroll, John 59-185-208 

Carter, Charles Ignatius 105-127-128-130-1 57-198-218 

Chabrat, Guy Ignatius 219-240 

Chanche, John Joseph 199 

Clancy, William J 72 

Cody, Joseph 144-166-212-215 

Combs or Coombs [Ignatius], S.J 199 

CoNWELL, Henry 61-68-104-173 

, His death 203 

Corvin, Boniface, S.J 32-67-70-74-75-126 

Covenhove, or Coudenhove, Louis, C.SS.R 241-245-262 

Crowley, Rev. Mr 121 

CuLLEN, Paul 145-232 

Cummiskey [James?] 69 

Curran, Michael — note 198 43-46-54-60-67-78-106-124 

Curtin, John Joseph 35-72 

David, John B 118 

Devitt, Daniel F 187-200-201 

Dietz, Roger, S.J 228 

DoLLARD, William 265 

Donahoe, Patrick 217 

, Terence J 47-104-127-225 

Dougherty, Michael, S.J 33-36-88-170 

Dubois, John 130-156-208 

Dubuisson, Stephen L., S.J 105-1 12-1 15 
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Dunn, Patrick John 157-158-161-173-200-207-226 

Dwen, Patrick, SJ 88-106 

EccLESTON, Samuel 260-262 

, His death 264 

Egan, Michael 62-83 

Elder, George 116 

Enders, Joseph, SJ 243 

EIngland, John 201 

1 His death 203 

Farmer, Ferdinand, SJ 204 

Fenan [Feiner, William?], SJ. — note 35 

Fenwick, Benedict 156-203 

Fitzpatrick, John 33-33-69-70-72-73-99-131 

Fitzsimmons, Henry 92-13 1-132-1 58-159-196-236 

, Hugh 245 

Flaget, Benedict Joseph 185-240-250 

, His death 259 

Flanagan, John 235 

, Timothy 189-234 

Foley [Thomas?] 135 

Forbin-Janson, Charles 186-199-201 

Fredct [Peter?] 184 

Frey [Joseph?], CSS.R 342 

Frost, Oliver 207 

Gallagher, Hugh , 194 

, Michael Francis, O.S.A 1 36- 138- 143- 144- 145- 1 62-1 69- 

170-175-183-212 
Gallitzin, Demetrius Augustine .. 4 1-6 1-69-80-93- 108- 11 8- 163- 164- 192 

Garland, Edward 166-190 

Gartland, Francis X 34-35-64-93-186-262 

Gcgan, Thomas 34-35-47-54-68 

, Death of 83 

George, Francis X 262 

Gilligan, John 198 

Guth, Francis X 85-86-104 

Hailandiere, Celestinc de la 220-231-241-249 

Haverman [Peter?], SJ I74 

Healy, John 127 

Helias [Elias?]— [Ferdinand?], SJ 88 

Henni, John M 249 

Herzog, Henry 85-104-126-128-145-146-149-150- 

I5i-I57» »<?/e — 168-169 
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PAGE 

Herzog, Henry — Charge of criminal manslaughter brought 

against him in i836--Vindicatcd by the Bishop 128 

Hcyden, Thomas 37-41-55-S6-61-82-106- 

107-135-136-141-142-143.163-209 

Hickey, John 76-82 

Hughes, John 36-37-40-41-43-47-60-79-89- 

90-104-1 is-i 16-1 56-1 73-1 74-199-201-203-264 

Hocrner, [James] 84-1 17-140-146 

Hurley, Michael, O.S.A 47-65-77-83 

Jamison, Francis B 107 

Karteyvels or Carduyvels, Louis, C.SS.R. 211-212 

Keilly, Jeremiah 47-49-53-54-65-104 

Keenan, Bernard 43-54-106-107-124-137-174 

Kelly, John '. 202 

, ? 207 



, Martin 253 

Kenny, Patrick 29-52-53-126-204 

Kenrick, Francis Patrick — 

111 at Chambersburg 36 

Citizen of the U. S., Jun. 29, 1831 52 

His readiness to obey, but desires to give up the burden 

of Administrator 115 

Resigns office of Coadjutor 118 

Takes residence at St. John's, Jan. 8, 1838 156 

Visit to Rome, ad liminOf 1845 230-232 

His " interview ** with the Pope described in one line 232 

Visit to the West, Louisville, Ky., and St. Louis, Mo., 

1846 240-241 

Occupies new house near the new Cathedral, Jun. 23, 1847 . . 244 

Visits Bp. Wm. Walsh at Halifax 264-265 

Goes to Baltimore Oct. 9, 1851 267 

Receives Pallium, Nov. 16, 1851 267 

Kenrick, Peter Richard — 

Referred to as " my brother," preached at blessing of new 

church at Goshenhoppen, Oct. 11, 1835 125 

Preached at Norristown, St. Patrick's Corner Stone Laying 127 

Goes to Pittsburg as V. G. and Rector of St. Paul's 154-5 

Sails from New York 157 

Returns Dec. 7, 1839, after 18 months' absence 187 

Returns a second time I93 

Preaches at Norristown 193 

Companion on Visitation 1840 through the North-East 
Counties 194 ^^ seq. 
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Preached at blessing of St Philip's 200 

Named as Coadjutor to Rosati, St. Louis 200 

Consecrated by Rosati in St. Mary's, Nov. 30, 1841 201 

Publishes work on Anglican Orders 250 

Receives Pallium at hands of his brother in St. John's, 

Philadelphia 250 

Kirby, Tobias 231 

Kohlmann, Paul, S.J 33-35-69 

Kiindig, Martin 133 

Kyle, Thomas, O.S.A 172-200 

Lancaster, James Madison 174 

Levy or Leavy, Patrick 67-68-78-9&-99-215 

Lef£vr£, Peter Paul 201-219 

Lekeu, Matthew, S.J 33-34-60-88-205 

Lemke, Peter, O.S.B 104-108-1 10-124-164-165-192 

Lonergan, Patrick 59 

Loughran, William 161-162-164-1 74-175-186-222 

Lynch, Patrick N 193-220 

Mackin, John 227-262 

Madriihy-Canal, Joachim Fernandez 125 

Maginnis or McGennis, Edward — note 154- 161 -194-2 17 

Magorien, Daniel 194-217 

Maguire, Charles Bonaventure, O.S.F 40-58-59-60-61-69 

, His death 83-89 

Maher, Pierce 136-137 

Mailer, Mariano, C. M 200 

Malone, Michael 248 

Marshal, Francis X 37-186-193 

Martin, Thomas, O.P 137 

, William 243 

Masquelet, Francis Maurice 89-90-91 -96-98-1 lo-i 16-1 19-122 

Mathew, Theobald 191 

, Visits here, 1849 257 

McCabe, Bernard 167 

McCaffrey, Thomas 261 

McCarthey, Edward, S.J 32-70-75-86-105 

McCleod. Nial I54 

McCloskey, John 81-248 

McCosker, Ferdinand 3^ 

McElroy, John S.J 105-1 16-173-247-259 

McGirr, Terence 38-39-58-69-92-93- 138- 164-2 10 

McKinnon, Collin I54 
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McMahon, Edward 241 

, Hugh 255-6 

Meyers [Henry?] 138 

Miles, Richard 250 

Miller, James 186-208-209-216 

Mohan, Hugh 110-112 

Moloney, Molony or Maloney, James 157-158- 186-197-245 

Moriarty, P. E., O.S.A 187-200 

MosQUERAs, Emmanuel Joseph — of Bogota 218 

Mulholland, David 127- 172- 174-2 18 

Mulledy, Thomas, SJ 162-173 

Murphy, John, Bishop of Cork 230 

Murray, [Daniel?], Archbishop of Dublin 230 

Neale, Leonard 160 

Nugent, Patrick 189-216 

Obermeyer, L 267 

O'Connor, James 250 

, Michael 173-174-187-188-201-202-210-212-219-243, note — 249-262 

, Michael, Name sent to Rome by the Fifth Council of 

Baltimore for the new See of Pittsburg 219 

O'Connor, Richard 239 

Odin, John ; 220-230 

O'Donnell, James, O.S.A 172 

, Nicholas, O.S.A 46-127 

, William, O.S.A. — note 30 

O'Dwyer, John Possidius, O.S.A 200-240 

, His death 259 

OTarrell, Philip 248 

O'Flynn, Jeremiah Francis — note 71 

O'Hara, William 227 

O'Neill, Patrick 61-^-63-91 

O'Reilly, Bernard 251 

O'Reilly, John— note 42-55-56-79-89-90-95-1 10-125-141- 

142-166-169-1 70-1 75- 176-183 

O'Reilly, John Vincent— note 196-235 

, " an Israelite truly in whom there is no guile " 19S 

, His mission and results of his work 246 

O'Reilly, Patrick 126-188-244 

Pellentz, James, S.J 265 

Penco, Antony, C. M 200 

Jerrone, J., S.J 231 

Polk, Joseph, S.J 267 
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Power, John— Lectures for benefit of the Poor in St Mary't 44-^ 

Prendergast, Patrick ai3-2i4-ai5-334-aa6 

Prott, Joseph, CSS.R. 176-178 

PuBCBLL, John B 35-60-64-157-9^ 

OuAKm, William, first Bishop of Chicago 949 

Ra£Eerty, Patrick— ik> to 64-110-117-138-169-175-187-JOO 

Raymacker, Vincent .^ 40 

Reardon, Thomas 262 

Reid, James ^ 166 

ReiUy— See O'Reilly. 

RiYKOLDs, Ignatius 232 

Ritter, John B. de 74 

RosAn, Joseph ioo-201-220 

, Points and dates in his life 200 

Ryak, Andrew, Bishop of Limerick » 71 

Ryder, James, SJ 156 

Sacchi, or Socchi, Philip 207-228 

Schneider, Theodore, S. J. 74 

Sheridan, Patrick 204-206 

Shorb, Basil 227-240-242-254 

Silva, Thomas Tole n tino de 49 

Smith, Alexander 2SO 

Sorin, Edward 64-187-267 

Spalding, Martin J 249-250 

Suhlschmidt, Peter 118 

Steinbacher, Nicholas, SJ 125-126-1 37-1 53-1 70-193-216-21 7-243 

, Peter 214-215-234 

Stillinger, James Ambrose 58-59-60-84-90-108-109-115-116- 

138-139-141-142-165-175 

TiMON, John 205-210-248-249-251-267 

Tschackert, Peter, C.SS.R. 211 

Van der Braak — See Braak. 

Van der Weijer O.P 89-93-95-11 i-i 17-142 

Varin, Francis 43 

Wainwright, Arthur — note 100-102-103-131-153-154 

, His death and burial at Pottsville, 1839 174 

Waldron, E. S. Q 251-252-267 

Walsh, John 258 

Walsh, William 248 

Whelan, Richard 199-250 

Whelan, William 69-136-141-187 

Wirtzfeld or Wertzfeld, Michael 253-260 



INDEX 287 

Place Names page 

Albany Township 247 

The " McGovcrn church " here — note 254 

Amberson Valley 209 

Asylum, Bradford County — note 52, 103 

Auburn Township 246 

Baltimore, Md 64-185-188-199-201-202-223-257-259-262-267 

Bardstown, Ky 29-185-240-259 

Bayardstown 168 

Beaver 119-166 

Beaver Meadow 229-255 

Bedford 37-55-92-107-134-135-138-139-209 

Beechwood 255 

Bellefonte 42-67-79-99-133-152-162-189-216-234-243-253-266 

Berwick 72-100-132- 194 

Binghamton, N. Y 129- 159- 195-255 

Blairsville 40- 108- 165- 192-21 1 

Bloomsburg 132-235 

Bloomsbury Borough [Trenton, N. J.] 68-154-198 

Blossburg 266 

Boston, Mass 203-233-264 

Brandywine, Del 217-239-258 

Bridgewater * 119 

Bristol 127 

Brookvilfe 123-133-151-215 

Brownsville 60-64-83-84-1 12-116-140-145-170 

Bucksville 157-197-242 

BuflFalo, N. Y 248-249-251 

Buffalo Creek 61-91-92-144 

Burlington, N. J 257 

Burlington Corners 132 

Butler 61-91-93-119-144-145-166-181 

Cameron's Bottom 40-80-92-210 

Canaan's Corners 103-158-197 

Canoe Narrows 55 

Cape Island, N. J 244 

Carbondale 72-86-100- 103-1 30-1 31 -158-196- 197-236-245-255 

Cape Palmas, West Africa 202-205-206 

Some account of missions there 233 

Carlisle 106-135-137-175-228-239-253-266 

Carthaus Creek 162 

Cascade 266 
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Castlenock, Ireland 230 

Catawissa 131 

Ccntreville 93-121-214 

Chambersburg 36-81-92-107-135-138-170-175-208-239-253-260-266 

Charleston, S. C 193-201-203-232 

Chartier's Creek 182-21 1 

Chatauqua Lake, N. Y 148 

Cherry Township or Loyalsock [Dushore] — note 160-254 

Chester 218-237 

Cincinnati 186-240-241-263 

Civita Vecchia, Italy 231 

Clarion 215 

Clarion Township 123 

Clark's Corners same as Canaan's Corners also Clarkstown 129-158 

Clearfield 78-98-123-124-151-152-162-189-215-216 

Clearfield Township 212 

Clermonte, France 185 

CoflFee Run, Del 52 

Collumsville 266 

Columbia 43-1 71 -207-227-240-243-252-261 

Conewago 33-34-35-88-163-1 70-1 71 -184-204-228-243 

Conewago Creek 88-208-248-253-265 

Church here consecrated, Aug. 15, 1851 265 

Cork, Ireland 230 

Cornplanter Township 122 

Cranesville 167 

Crawford Creek 121 

Crossingsville [Cussewago Creek?] 213 

Cumberland, Md 138-267 

Curwensville 97-151-215 

Cussewago Creek 94- 120- 146- 167 

Danville 72-100-194-235-247-254-266 

Delaware Township 168 

Dennisville, N. J 244 

Derry Township 57-5^ 

Derwent Lake 70-101 

Detroit 201 

Doe Run 206-248 

Dublin, Ireland 230-232 

Dublin, Pa 34 

Duncan's Island 161 

Dushore — same as Cherry Township or Loyalsock — note 

132-160-195-235-247-254-266 
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Easton 86-103-128-197-229-237-242-262 

£ben8burg 79-83-108-192 

Elizabethtown 68-78-106-137-175-188-228-238-256 

Elk Creek 94-120-180-213 

Elkland Township 160 

Elmira, N. Y 133 

Emmitsburg, Md 208-216-260 

Erie 89-95-121-148-149-167-168-179-180-190 

Fairmount 187-200-237 

Farmington Township 123 

Fort Littleton 42 

Franklin 96-1 22-181 -190 

Freeport « 62-91-134-143-166-182-21 1 

Frenchtown 103 

Frenchville 98-124-189-216 

French Settlement 52-78-96-98-103-120-124-146-167-178-189-215 

Friendsville 71-101-130-159-195-235-246 

Gaysport 162 

Georgetown, D. C 70-185-264 

German Settlement, near Elk Creek 120-134-147 

Gettysburg 64-81-170-208-228-239-253-266 

Girard ,. I47 

Goshenhoppen 67-74-86-125-171-217-240-257 

Grampion Hills 78-98-189 

Greenfield Township 55 

Greensburg 39 

Greenville 151-168 

Hagerstown, Md 170 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 233-248 

Harman's Bottom 38-55-80-92-107-134*138-139-209 

Harmony 168 

Harmonsville 120 

Harrisburg 42-54-55-67-io6-i24-i35-i37-i7S- 

189-190-228-234-239-242-253-266 

Harrison 255 

Hart's Sleeping Place 79-92-108-164 

Haverf ord Township 186 

Haycock 74-128-237-242-262 

Haycock Township I57-I97 

Hazelton 245 

Hollidaysburg 55-56-83-162-192 

Honesdale 234-236-245-246-255 
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Huntingdon 41-55-^7-78-79-161-162-193 

Indian reservation on the Alleghany River 149 

Indiana 80 

Irvine 149 

Ivy Township 204 

Irish Settlement, near Mount Pleasant, Wayne Co .• 103 

Jamestown, N. Y 148 

JeflFerson 84-192 

Jersey Shore 99-216 

Johnstown 108-164-192 

Kensington 52-104-221 

Lambertville, N. J 237-262 

Lancaster 43-68-105-106-107-135-171-174-188-206- 

207-227-239-243-252-260-261-265 

Lanesborough 246 

Laurel, Del 126 

Laurel Hill 104 

Lawrenceburg 62 

Lebanon 43-67-125-234-242-256 

Leghorn, Italy 231 

Lewistown 42-124-151-152-153-161-189-234-243-253-266 

Littlestown 33-184-208-228-243-253 

Liverpool, Eng 230-232 

London, Eng 230-232 

Loretto 40-41 -108- 164- 189- 192 

Louisville, Ky 240-247-249-250-251 

Loyalhanna Creek 58 

Loyalsock Creek — see Cherry Township— Dushore 132-235 

Lyons, France 232 

Magunchi 74 

Manayunk 47-52-65-69- 127- 172- 174- 198-2 18-229 

Mantua village in West Philadelphia — note 75 

Marseilles, France 231 

Massillum 125-193-240-257 

Mauch Chunk I95 

Maynooth, Ireland 230 

Maxatani [ Maxatawni?] 74 

Meadville 94-95-96-120-146-167-178-179-190-213-214 

McConnellstown 37 

McKean's Corners 167 

McKean Township 213 

McSherrystown 34-204-228-252-265 



\ 
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Mercer 119-120-145-166-168-190-213 

Middletown, Dauphin Co 68 

Middletown, Susquehanna Co., same as Friendsville loi 

Millville, N. J 30 

Milton 72-99-100-131-132-153-161-194-217-228-235-243-254 

Minersville 245 

Montgomeryville 197 

Montrose 72-73-101-102-130-158 

Morrisville . . i 127 

Mount Alvernia no 

Mount Pleasant 103-129-237-246 

Mount Pleasant Township 158-196 

Moyamensing 244 

Murrinsville 89-144-212 

Musk Rat Bottom 122 

Narrowsburg 255 

New Berlin 153 

New Castle, Del 30-48-126 

New Jerusalem, near Erie 121 

New Milford 158-196-246 

Newry 38-41-54-55-56-79-83-84-108-162-163-192 

New York 65-156-201-202-218-230-233-248-264 

Nesquehoning 229-256 

Nippenose Valley 216-243-253 

Norristown 127-1 74-193-21 7 

Northumberland 73-100-1 53-161 

Oil Creek 121-181-214 

"Old Chester" 80 

O'Neill's Victory 39-58-59 

Paradise Township 88-207-227-239-252-265 

Paris, France 231-232 

Parksburg 206 

Path Valley 37-81-209-253 

Petersburg 42 

Philipsburg 98 

Phoenixville 201-217-237-248 

Pigeon Hill 34-88-184 

Pine Creek 211 

Pitt Hole Creek 122 

Pit Hole, probably the same 150 

Pitt Hole Township 214 

Pittsburg 39-40-83-89-1 16-118-134-138-141-144-145- 

166-168-169-176-177-192-211-219-243 
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Pleasant Mill8* N. J jo-asi 

Port an Prince, Hayti aoa 

Port Carbon ^ 

Port Elizabeth, N. J. 31-227-244 

PottfWlle • . 32-33-70-i25*i3I-i54-i74-i8^X94^<7<<l37-Ai5-d5i-^6-2C56 

Reading 3i-i25-i54-i7i-i8^i93^i7-234*240-242-^ 

Red Bank, later Shannondale • 97-193*133-18^^4x5 

Red Bank Creek 151 

Rochester, N, Y » 251 

Rome, Italy 231 

Roxbnry •• 209 

Royart's Forge • 55 

SeUnsgrore 73 

Shade Valley 209 

Shamokin 194 

Shippensburg « 209-260 

ShippensYille • 97-3X4 

Shrewsbury 252 

Silver Lake-— noU 7X->>K02-X30-i58-xS9*X9S-^5 

Sinking Valley 4^$5-S6 

Slippery Rock 62 

Somerset « X39 

Southwark 225 

Sportsman's Hall 58-59 

Spring Garden District — =see Fairmont 174-187 

St Louis, Mo 200-201-220-234-241 

Sugar Creek, same as Buffalo Creek 166 

Sugar Creek Township 91-182--212 

Summit Hill 245-256 

Tamaqua 104-237-245-256 

Tarentum 143 

Titusville 150 

Towanda 132-159-195-235-254-266 

Trenton, N. J 3 1-68- 198-237-244-25 1-262 

Troy, Bradford Co 133-235-254 

Tulpehocken 74 

Uniontown 112 

Unity Township 58 

Villanova 227 

Vincennes, Ind 127- 185-220-241 -249 

Warren 132-148-149-180 

Washington, in Washington Co 117-140-182-183-190 
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Waterford 121-180 

Waynesburg, Franklin Co 37-81-260 

Waynesburg, Green Co 59-60-84- 169-183- 191 

Waynesburg, Mifflin Co 42 

West Alexandria 1 17-140-145-146-190 

West Chester 53-198-206-248 

Wheeling, West Va 1 17-139-140-146-241 

Wilkesbarre 72- 100-13 1-229-245 

Williamsport, Lycoming Co 133 

Williamsport, Wash. Co. — note 1 16-139-140 

Williamsburg 42-79 

Wilmington, Del 29-52-69-76-126-188-237-239-244-257 

Wolley's Settlement 134 

York 1 71-207-227-239-244-252-261-265 

Youngstown 38-39- 109- 175-2 10 

Youngsville 149 



Churches 

[The following list, made for ready reference, contains the titulars 
of all the churches named in the Diary arranged in alphabetic order. 
Churches built earlier than 1830 are desig^nated old; churches built 
during Bishop Kenrick's administration are marked new. Where 
the date of foundation (corner stone), blessing or opening has been 
given, the same is noted, followed by the page where it will 
be found in the Diary.] 

PAGE 

All Saints, Lewistown, new — blessed Nov. 3, 1830 42 

St. Aloysius', Littlestown, old, p. 33. A new church to replace 

older structure blessed June 26, 1842 208 

St. Alphonsus', Murrinsvill, new — blessed Aug. 2, 1842 ^12 

St. Andrew's, Waynesburg, Franklin Co., old — A new church ^^ 

building, corner stone laid May 9, 1850 i& 

St. Ann's, Waynesburg. Green Co., new — blessed July 28, 1839., l^ 
St. Augustine's, Philadelphia, old — rebuilt after the burning \?^ 

of May 8, 1844. Burning described •.,•?:: 4,^ 

St. Augustine's, Silver Lake, old — was built by Father O'Ftyhn; ' 

1828; 71. note — blessed Aug. 28, 1836 1 . L. .' . 130 



St. Bartholomew's, Jefferson, new — blessed Aug. 22, 1840 ..;.; -r 19? 
St. Basil's, Cherry Township, [Dushore], new — bless^ luljf ' " 

4. 1838 I. ^ W 



^ 
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St. Bemard't, Easton, new— blessed Aug. ai, 1836 iflB 

St. Bonaventure't, Auburn Townsbip> Susquehanna Co., new.. 246 
St. Bonaventnre't, Grampion Hills, Clearfield Co, new— blessed 

July 14, 1840 189 

St. Bonaventnre't, Harrison, Luzerne Co., new 255 

The Blessed Sacrament, Goshenhoppen, old. A new church to 

replace older structure blessed Sept. 11, 1835 125 

Christ's church, Chambersburg, old 106 

Christ's church, Cussewago Creek, new — built of round logs; 

Mass there feast of Corpus Christi, 1834, hence the name: 

blessing deferred ...;..... 94 

Christ's church, West Chester, old IS)8 

St. Denis', Haverf ord Township, new 186 

St. Bdward's, Shamokin, new — blessed Oct 11, 1840 194 

St. Elisabeth's, Port Elizabeth, N. J., neiPic 227 

St. Ferdinand's, Path Valley, old— note 81 

St. Francis' (of Assisi), Clearfield, new— blessed Oct. 4, 1832 78 
St. FtBnds' (of Assisi), McKean Township, near Elk Creek, new 213 
St. Francis Xavier's, Friendsville, new — ^blessed Jun. 22, 1834. .. 102 
St. Francis Xavier's, Crettysburg, new— blessed Oct 2, 1831 .... 64 
St Francis Xavier's, District of Spring GsLtdttk, Philadelphia, 

new — Grant to build, March 21, 1839 • • • X73 

Corner stone laid, June 10, 1839 174 

Opened, Dec. i, 1839 187 

Blessed, June 6, 1841 200 

St. Henry's, Massillum, old — attended from Goshenhoppen 240 

St Hippolsrtus', French colony, out from Meadville, new — 

blessed Aug. 15, 1838 167 

Holy Trinity, Huntingdon, old 41 

Holy Trinity, Philadelphia, old 261-262-263 

St Ignatius' — " The Mountain Church," old — attended from 

Conewago 35 

St James', West Alexandria, old: Built by Father Raffcrty 

about ten years before Aug. 5, 1835 117 

St Jerome's, Tamaqua, new — ^blessed Jul. 6, 1834 104 

St John Bapt, Harman's Bottom, old 38 

St John Bapt, Manayunk, new — blessed Apr. 4, 183 1 47 

St John Bapt, Haycock, old: " Of stone, was built many years 

ago" 85 

St John Bapt, Honesdale, new 236 

St John Bapt, Pottsville, new — A German congregation 245 

St John Bapt, Lambertville, N. J., new 237 
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St. John Bapt, Trenton, N. J., old — Corner stone of a new 

building laid, June 27, 1847 244 

St. John Evang., Belief onte, old 42-67 

St John Bvang., Philadelphia, new — corner-stone laid, May 6, 

1831, purpose to make this the Cathedral 50 

Blessed, Apr. 8, 1832 69 

St. John's, Shrewsbury — new 252 

St. John Giialbert's, Johnstown, new — blessed July 12, 1835 .... 108 
St. Joseph's, Philadelphia, old — A new church consecrated, 

Feb. II, 1839 173 

St Joseph's, Hart's Sleeping Place, old 79-92 

St. Joseph's, Milton, old — A new church " built last year," 

Sept. I, 1845 235 

St. Joseph's, Brandy wine Creek, Del., new 258 

St. Joseph's, Lancaster, new — ^A German congregation, corner 

stone laid May 12, 1850 261 

St. Joseph's, Summit Hill, new 245 

St Juliana's (Falconieri), Mount Pleasant, Wayne Co., new — 

blessed Jun. 20, 1838 158 

St. Malachy's, Doe Run, new — Referred to as " built 3 years 

ago," Jun. 18, 1842 206 

St. Mary's, formerly Cathedral. Philadelphia, old 114 

St Mary's, Lancaster, old 43 

St. Mary's, Lebanon, old 67 

St. Mary's, Coffee Run, Del., old — note 30-52 

St Mary's, Beaver Meadow, new 229 

St Mary's, Cascade, Lycoming Co.. new 266 

St Mary's, Hazelton, new 245 

St. Mary's, Phoenixville, new — blessed Oct. 10, 1841 201 

St Mary's, Pine Creek, new 211 

St Mary's of the Assumption, Pleasant Mills, N. J., new — 

blessed Aug. 15, 1830 30 

St Mary's of the Assumption, French colony, Clearfield Co., 

new — blessed Aug. 8, 1840 189 

St. Mary's — The Immaculate Heart, Paradise Township, old — 

A new church, of stone, in 1844 227-228 

St. Mary's, Immaculate, Erie, new — German congregation 179 

St. Mary's, Immaculate, Nippenose Valley, new 216-243-253 

St Mary's, Immaculate, Collumsville, Lycoming Co., new .... 266 
St Mary's of the Nativity, Freeport, new — blessed Sept 8, 1831 62 
St Mary's of the Visitation, Shippensburg, new — blessed July 

3. 1842 208-209 
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St. Michael's, Loretto, old 80 

St. Michael's, Kensington, Philadelphia, new — 

Cemetery blessed, June 12, 1831 52 

Corner stone laid, Apr. 8, 1833 82 

Church blesseed, Sept. 28, 1834 104 

Church burned by rioters, May 8, 1844 222 

Chapel built, and ready for Mass, June 2, 1844 224 

St. Michael's, Chester, new— corner stone laid Sept. 29, 1842 . . . 218 
St. Michael's, Pinegrove Township, Venango Co., new — log 

church, blessed Sept. 27, 1836 134 

St. Nicholas' (of Tolentine), Red Bank, new — blessed Sept. 9, 

1835 123 

St. Nicholas' (of Tolentine), Wilkesbarre, new — chapel, 65 con- 
firmed in, Sept. 10, 1847 245 

St. Patrick's, Albany Township, new — "The McGovern church" 
— Built on estate of Edward McGovern, near Overton, Brad- 
ford Co. — note 254 

St Patrick's, Buffalo Creek, old — blessing deferred, Sept. i, 1831 

Cemetery blessed. May 19, 1834 9i 

New church blessed in Sugar Creek Township, probably 

same place, July 31, 1842 212 

St. Patrick's, Cameron's Bottom, old — Willcox " Foundation " 

church blessed Oct. 21, 1832 80 

St. Patrick's, Carlisle, old 106 

St. Patrick's, Ebensburg, old 79 

St. Patrick's, Erie, new — " Chapel " celebrates Mass there, but 

does not bless chapel. Aug. 19, 1838 168 

St. Patrick's, Harrisburg, old — described 42 

St. Patrick's, Newry, old: referred to as pcrveriusta in 1830 41 

A new church blessed, Aug. 11, 1833 84 

St. Patrick's, Pittsburg, old 39 

St. Patrick's, Pottsville, old — A new church blessed, Sept. 29, 1839 186 

St Patrick's, York, old 171 

St Patrick's, Norristown, new — corner stone laid, Aug. 18, 

1836 127 

Church blessed, June 2, 1839 174 

vS^ Patrick's, Nesquehoning, new 229 

fStt-S^^^tlick's, Philadelphia, new — Chapel opened, Fourth street 

*^'^- • -frowv Schuylkill, near Spruce, Dec. 22. 1839 187 

"' <5f^6ufid'6crf^dHurch acquired (the purchase authorized May 

' d5,fi84p' .'. ../<:;. V 200 

Messed D<Mr. 5, 1841 201 
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St. Paul's, Pittsburg, new — was building in 1830. Blessed, 

May 4. 1834 89 

Described as " most beautiful church in Pennsylvania " in 

a letter to Rome, July 25, 1835 114 

St. Paul's, Moyamensing, Philadelphia, new — blessed, July 4, 1847 244 

St. Paul's, Burlington, N. J., new 

St. Peter's, Brownsville, old 64 

St. Peter's, Butler, old 61 

St. Peter's, Columbia, old 43-171 

St. Peter's, Elizabethtown, old — Stone church, built in 1799 .... 68 

St. Peter's, Reading, old 31 

New church building in 1845 234 

St. Peter's, New Castle, Del., new — ^blessed, Apr. 10, 1831 48 

" Catholics formerly began to build," Aug. 8, 1830 30 

St. Peter's, Wilmington, Del, old 29 

St. Peter^s, Path Valley— See St. Ferdinand's. 

SS. Peter and Paul, Philadelphia, new — Cathedral— corner stone 

laid Sept. 6, 1846 240 

SS. Peter and Paul, Beaver, new— blessed, June 29, 1837 143 

SS. Peter and Paul, Towanda, new— blessed Sept. 5, 1845 235 

St. Philomena's, Pittsburg, new — Referred to Aug. 15, 1840 .... 192 
St. Philip's (Apostle), Chartier's Creek, new— blessed July 25, 

1839 182 

St. Philip's (Beniti), Cussewago Creek, new — blessed Aug. 23, 

1835 — (ex Ligno) probably logs 94-120 

St. Philip's (Neri), South wark, Philadelphia, new — ^blessed May 

9,1841 199 

St. Raphael's, near Mercer, new — blessed July 30, 1840 190 

St. Rose's (of Lima), Carbondale, new — blessed Sept. 4, 1836 130-131 

Second new church, Oct. 25, 1840 196 

Sacred Heart, Conewago, old — Consecrated, Aug. 15, 1851 .... 265 
SS. Simon and Jude, Blairsville, new — blessed Oct. 28, 1830 .... 40 
St Stephen's (of Hungary), Oil Creek, two miles from Titus- 

ville, new — blessed Sept. 2, 1835 121 

St. Stephen's, Port Carbon, new 256 

St Thomas', Bedford, old Z7 

St Thomas' (of Villanova), chapel, new — visited Sept. i, 1844.. 227 
St Vincent's (de Paul), Westmoreland Co., new — blessed July 

i9» 1835 109 

St Vincent's, Minersville, new 245 
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Sisters of Charity, Mother Seton Community — 

BuflFalo, N. Y 251 

Harrisburg 42-54 

McSherrystown — note 9 34 

Their work in Philadelphia during the cholera epidemic 

of 1832 76 

In charge of the Poorhouse 82 

Their work recognized by city officials — note 55 77-78 

Pittsburg in charge of orphans 178 

Pottsville in charge of school 186 

Wilmington, Del 29-76-244 

Sisters of Charity of the B.V.M. — A communiy at St. Michael's, 
Philadelphia, before the burning of 1844; now with Mother- 
house at Dubuque, Iowa — note 458 221 

Sisters — A Community of Poor Clares in Pittsburg — 

64-80-1 lo-i I i-i 1 7-142-176-1 77 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd — 

In charge of St. Ann's Home for Widows, May 24, 1849 . . . 252 
They acquire property on "Schuylkill front street, between 

George and Walnut " — note 534 259 

Sisters — Servants of the Immaculate Heart — Their first estab- 
lishment in the diocese due to efforts of John Vincent O'Reilly 

in Susquehanna Co., near St. Joseph's College — note 4^9 235 

Sisters — Ladies of the Sacred Heart — 

McSherrystown — notes 9 and 414 34-204 

Philadelphia, Logan Square — note 492 238 

Eden Hall— note 492 238 

Sisters of St. Joseph — 

McSherrystown — notes 9, 414, 331 34-204-256 

In the diocese — note 331 256 

Pottsville — note 531 256 

Sisters of the Visitation — 

in Philadelphia — note 333 259 



